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KflNOIS  Hl^TPHICAl  SURVEY 

FOREWORD 


Tlie  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois  is  one  of  a  number 
of  guides  to  historTcal  iriaterials  prepared  throughout  the  United  States 
by  workers  on  the  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects  of  the  Yi'ork  Projects 
Administration,   The  publication  herevath  presented,  an  inventory  of  the 
archives  of  Franklin  County,  is  number  28  of  the  Illinois  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  program  was  undertaken  in  the  winter  of 
1935-36  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment  to  needy  unemployed 
historians,  lawj'ers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers.  In 
carrying  out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  com.pile  inven- 
tories of  historical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government 
documents  and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of  local 
government,  and  which  provide  invaluable  data  for  students  of  political, 
economic,  and  social  history.  The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is 
intended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administration  by  the 
officials  of  the  county,  and  also  the  needs  of  lawyers,  business  men,  and 
other  citizens  who  require  facts  from,  the  public  records  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  their  affairs.  The  volume  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  used 
by  the  historian  in  his  research  in  imprinted  sources  in  the  same  way  he 
uses  the  library  card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects 
attempt  to  do  more  than  give  merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt  fur- 
ther to  sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  county  or  other  unit 
of  government,  and  to  describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organization 
and  functions  of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list.  The 
countj'',  tovm  and  other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  county  will, 
when  completed,  constitute  an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well 
as  a  bibliography  of  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  the  Historical  Records 
Survey  Projects,  even  in  a  sinple  county,  would  not  be  possible  mthout 
the  support  of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and 
many  other  groups  in  the  community.   Their  cooperation  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

The  Survey  program  was  organized  by  Luther  H.  Evans,  vrtio  served  as 
Director  until  J.Iaroh  1,  1940,  when  he  v;as  succeeded  by  Sargent  B,  Child, 
who  had  been  National  Field  Supervisor  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
Survey,  The  Survey  Program  operates  as  a  Hation-vdde  series  of  locally 
sponsored  projects  in  the  Division  of  Professional  and  Service  Projects, 
of  which  llrs,  Florence  Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  is  in  charge. 


HOWARD  0.  HUl^ITER 
Acting  Commissioner 
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PREFjiCE 


The  undertaking  now  ofxicially  designated  the  Historical  Records 
Survey  Projects,  was  initiated  nationally  in  January  1936,  as  part  of 
the  Federal  "writers'  Proiect  of  the  Yhrlzs   Progress  Adr.in:  stration,  now 
the  Work  Projects  Administration,   In  Illinois  the  Survey  became  an  in- 
dependent unit  in  August  1936,  b\tt  continued  to  operate  as  part  of  the 
Nation-wide  project  under  the  technical  supervision  of  Dr.  Luthor  K,  Evans, 
National  Director,  and  under  the  administrative  supervision  of  the  Division 
of  Professional  and  Service  Projects.   Dr.  Evans  resigned  March  1,  1940, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  director,  Sargent  B,  Child.  Alston  G, 
Field,  Rovmrd  E.  Colp;an,  and  Royal  S,  Van  de  Woestyne,  were  the  first 
three  state  directors,  serving  until  November  1,  1937,  to  Fjs.y  16,  1939, 
and  to  October  1,  1940,  respectively.   On  September  1,  1939,  the  Illinois 
State  Library,  of  wliich  Secretary  of  State  ^dward  J.  Hufthes  is  State 
Librarian  and  Helcne  H,  Eo^^ers,  Assistant  State  Librarian,  became  the 
sponsor  of  Tlie  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey,   On  January  15,  1940, 
this  socnsorship  was  assumed  by  the  University  of  Illinois  and  since 
January  13,  1941,  by  the  Honorable  D\ri.rdit  H.  Green,  Governor  of  Illinois. 

In  Conpilinf^  this  inventory  of  the  archives  of  Franklin  County,  the 
Survey  has  sought  to  locate,  describe  and  classify  all  extant  county  rec- 
ords and  to  make  them  more  easily  accessible  to  county  officials,  the 
general  public,  and  research  workers.   It  is  believed  that  this  inventory 
will  be  useful  in  the  preservation  of  this  valuable  material,  and  as  a 
guide  to  the  archives  wlieroin  may  be  found  so  much  important  inform.ation 
in  the  field  of  history,  sociology,  political  science,  and  economics, 
'"'hile  some  historians  have  realized  this  for  many  years,  the  general  public 
has  never  been  m.ade  aware  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  this  m.aterial.   In  the 
official  docui:'.ents  of  Franklin  County  are  found  the  materials  of  another 
chapter  in  the  story  of  the  comin^'-';  into  the  Illinois  v;ilderr.ess  of  settlers 
who  created  a  territory  and  tlae  rudiments  of  a  sim.ple  frontier  government, 
bought  and  sold  land,  built  roads,  established  schools,  and  later  founded 
a  state. 

The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  has  proved  to  be  of  considerable 
assistance  to  local  and  county  governments.  Records  have  been  rearranged 
and  made  more  accessible,  material  believed  to  be  lost  has  been  located, 
indexing  projects  have  been  fostered,  and  county  officials  have  been  en- 
couraged and  induced  to  provide  new  equipment  for  their  offices  and  better 
storage  space  for  the  records. 

In  addition,  the  program  of  the  Survey  has  been  planned  to  dovetail 
with  the  long-range  plans  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  care  of  state 
and  local  archives.   For  example,  the  first  stop,  the  remioval  of  all  state 
records  to  a  new  Archives  Building,  has  been  m.aterially  aided  by  the  prepa- 
ration of  preliminary  inventories  by  survey  workers  for  the  various  state 
dopartmcntc,   Furthcnriorc,  the  program,  of  the  state  for  the  preservation 
of  county  records,  including  the  making  of  mJcrophotographic  copies  of  all 
important  historical  docum.cnts,  obviousljr  presupposes  inventories  such  as 
The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  is  nov;  making, 
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The  inventories  being  compiled  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects 
also  make  possible  for  the  first  tine  a  scientific  study  of  the  question  of 
record  destruction.  Under  Illinois  lav/  no  records  maj'  be  destroyed  without 
specific  enablir^-  legislation.  This  provision,  together  with  the  tremen- 
dous increase  in  the  quantity  of  records  in  recent  years,  has  made  it  im- 
possible for  cither  the  state  or  the  counties  to  take  care  of  the  documents 
adequately.  Kence,  a  certain  amount  of  record  destruction  has  been  j.nevi- 
table.   If,  as  seems  probable,  a  study  of  these  inventories  should  lead  to 
the  enactment  of  adequate  and  sensible  legislation  governing  the  disposition 
of  public  records,  these  compilations  may  prove  to  be  the  most  important 
contribution  of  the  Survey. 

Preliminar;;^  v/ork  on  the  survey  in  Franklin  County,  the  twenty-eighth 
on  the  alphabetically  arranged  list  of  the  one  hundred  and  two  counties  in 
Illinois,  was  be^jun  March  31,  1956,  aiid  completed  June  22.  The  inventory 
forms  v/ere  received  at  the  state  editorial  office  in  Chicatjo  July  8,  1937, 
and  returned,  June  28,  1938,  to  Benton  in  ?ranl::lin  County  for  a  rechcck 
which  was  completed  May  2,  1939.  Abstracting  and  transcribing  county 
board  records,  upon  which  much  of  the  contents  of  this  inventory  is  based, 
was  begun  Jaiiuary  30,  1939,  and  finished  December  6,  1940.  The  inventory 
was  taken  by  Pauline  Culbertson,  Annette  Strinsky,  V.ary   T.  Runnels,  and 
Robert  Raines,  under  the  supervision  of  Kenneth  C.  Blood. 

The  inventory  v;as  prepared  for  publication  by  the  state  editorial 
staiff  of  The  Illinois  Historical  Records  S\irvey  at  Chicago  under  the  supex- 
vision  of  Herbert  R.  Rifkind,  State  Sditor.  Preparation  of  the  entries 
in  Part  B  was  done  by  Sdith  Kraemer  under  the  direction  of  Mar tine  O'Connor; 
the  legal  essays  were  prepared  by  Romeo  Bunvell;  Frank  Sarett  wrote  the 
historical  sketch  under  the  supervision  of  Seymour  J.  Pomrenze.  Under  the 
supervision  of  Edwau'd  J.  McDonough,  in  charge  of  collation  ajid  supplementary 
vmits,  research  data  on  the  housing  and  care  of  records  were  assembled 
by  Fred  A.  Komarek  and  the  essa^'  written  by  Dominic  Ue.rtin  Krzywonos;  and 
Charles  J.  Cooley  compiled  the  roster  of  co\inty  officers  and  the  bibliog- 
raphy. The  inventory  was  indexed  by  Sadie  Clough  and  Leslie  Pyle,  ajnd  the 
maps  ajid  charts  were  dravm  by  Louis  J.  Mader.  Dorothy  Herold  supervised 
typing  and  mimeographing.  Credit  also  must  be  given  to  the  other  membere 
of  the  editorial,  research,  and  typing  staffs  for  their  intelligent  and 
diligent  cooperation  in  the  compilation  of  this  inventory. 

All  of  the  officers  of  Franklin  County  cooperated  in  every  way  with  the 
workers,  and  gro.teful  acknowledgement  of  their  aid  is  hereby  made.   I  also 
wish  to  express  appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  officials 
of  the  Illinois  Work  Projects  Administration  and  the  Illinois  Writers' 
Project.  For  the  cover  design  we  are  indebted  to  the  Illinois  Art  Project. 

The  various  units  of  the  Inventory  of  the  Coxinty  Archives  of  Illinois 
will  be  available  for  distribution  to  the  governmental  offices,  libraries, 
schools,  and  historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and  govern- 
mental agencies  in  other  states  (for  list  of  Illinois  Publications,  see 
page  301).  Requests  for  information  concerning  any   of  these  units  should 
be  addressed  to  the  State  Supervisor. 


Thomas  P..  Hall 
State  Supervisor 
The  Illinois  Historical  Records 
January  28,  1941  Survey 
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(First  ontry,  p,  104) 


1.   HISTORICAL  SKETCH 


Introduction 


From  the  appearance  of  the  first  white  settlers  in  1804  to  the 
present,  the  history  of  Franklin  County  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct 
phases. 

The  first  covers  the  agricultural  economy  established  by  early  south- 
ern pioneers  which  endured  for  almost  a  century.  During  this  period  the 
political  and  cultural  evolution  of  Franklin,  like  that  of  most  other 
counties  in  the  lower  end  of  Illinois,  was  dominated  by  the  Southern  in- 
fluence.  The  usual  sequence  of  frontier,  settlement,  and  agricultural 
development  occured.  The  county  governmental  system  was  organized,  roads 
were  laid  out,  bridges  built,  businesses  established,  schools  and  churches 
came  into  being,  and  social  service  institutions  were  provided,  V^TiilQ  the 
lack  of  navigable  waterv/ays  and  the  late  arrival  of  the  railroad  were  con- 
tributing factors  in  the  failure  of  industrialism  to  develop  during  this 
time,  it  seems  fairly  certain  that  Franklin  County  would  have  remained  an 
agricultural  area  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  introduction  of  large-scale 
coal  mining  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Intensive  mining  in  1905  marked  the  beginning  of  the  second  phase  of 
Franklin's  history.  After  this  date,  life  in  Franklin  was  measured  large- 
ly in  terms  of  coal.  The  transition  from  an  agricultural  to  an  industrial 
state  was  not  a  painless  one,  being  accompanied  by  an  influx  into  the  county 
of  thousands  of  immigrants  belonging  to  some  thirty  different  nationalities, 
and  the  emergence  of  many  economic  and  social  problems  hitherto  practically 
unknown.  Industrial  strife,  the  bane  of  all  large  mining  communities,  soon 
grew  to  serious  proportions.  Labor  union  disputes,  strikes,  violence,  and 
cycles  of  prosperity  and  depression,  with  all  of  their  social  connotations, 
became  familiar  phenomena  in  the  life  of  the  county. 

The  crash  of  1929  emphasized  the  breakdown  of  many  aspects  of  county 
life,  and  the  transference  of  certain  local  functions  to  state  and  Federal 
agencies.  Increased  mechanization  in  the  mining  industry,  the  use  of  other 
energy-producing  materials,  and  the  competition  from  lov/-v.'ago  coal  mining 
areas  in  the  East  and  South  caused  severe  repercussions  in  the  coal  in- 
dustry,  Franklin  County  suffered  especially,  ^inco  by  that  time  it  was 
the  largest  coal-producing  county  in  the  state  and  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  country.  Yet  today,  with  the  nation  embarked  upon  an  ex- 
tensive program  of  national  defense  and  with  the  importance  of  coal  once 
more  in  the  foreground,  the  people  of  Franklin  County  agc.in  seem  on  the 
verge  of  experiencing  a  long-delayed  and  eagerly  awaited  prosperity. 
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Historical  Sketch 


Physical  Geography 


Locntion  and  General  Topography 

Franlclin  County  lies  in  the  center  of  the  southern  part  of  Illinois 
the  fourth  couiity  north  from  the  southern  'bo-undary  of  the  state.  Benton, 
the  county  seat,  is  about  80  miles  southeast  of  St.  Louis  and  125  miles 
south  of  Springfield.  The  counties  ho-unding  Franklin  are:  on  the  north, 
Jefferson;  on  the  east,  Hamilton  and  Saline;  on  the  south,  Williamson 
(which  was  formed  from  Franklin  County  in  1839  cutting  the  area  of  the 
latter  in  half);  and  on  the  west,  Jackson  and  Perry.  The  Little  Muddy 
River,  running  along  the  western  "boundary  for  about  twelve  miles  slightly 
indents  that  line,  breaking  up  the  otherwise  regular  contours  of  the 
county.^ 

The  rectangular  form  of  Franklin  measures  24  miles  east  to  west, 
and  18  miles  north  to  r,outh  containing  430  square  miles. ^  This  area  is 
divided  into  twelve  civil  townships, 3  and  ten  full  and  three  fractional 
congressional  townships.^ 

From  about  600  feet  above  sea  level  along  the  southwest  line,  the 
altitude  of  the  area  decreases  to  about  375  feet  along  the  flood-plain 
of  the  Big  Muddy  River  in  the  north. 5  This  river  drains  the  center  of 
the  county,  and  the  little  Muddy,  Middle  Fork,  Pond  Creek,  and  Saline 
and  their  tributaries,  reach  other  parts  of  the  county.  These  are  the 
principal  streams  and,  during  the  dry  season,  they  are  confined  to  steep, 
narrow  channels.  With  the  coming  of  spring,  however,  they  spread  over 
flood-plains  making  the  overflowed  area  unsuitable  for  agricultural 
purposes. o 

Some  of  the  lessor  streams  in  the  county  are:   Casey's  Fork,  Gun 
Prairie  Creek,  Andy's  Creek,  Sugar  Camp,  Markum,  Taylor,  Jordan,  Drummond, 


1.  State  of  Illinois  Division  of  Highways,  Map  of  Franklin  County. 

2.  Illinois  Department  Secretary  of  State,  Counties  of  Illinois ,  Their 
Origin  and  Evolution,  p.  51.   (Hereinafter  cited  as  Counties  of  Illinois , 

3.  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Ccnsns ,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States  , 
1930,  Population  Bulletin,  First  Series,  Illinois  Number  and  Distri- 
bution of  Inhabitants,  p.  17.   (Hereinafter  cited  as  Po-gulation 
■Bulletin,  Illinois,  1930.) 

4.  State  of  Illinois  Division  of  Highways,  Map  of  Franklin  C own. ty . 

5.  Gilbert  H.  Cady ,  "The  Geology  and  Coal  Resources  of  the  West  Frankfort 
Quadrangle,  Illinois ,"* Illinois  State  Geological  Survey ,  Year  Book  1909, 
Bulletin  Ho.  IS,  p.  247"!   (Hereinafter  cited  as  Illinois  State  Geo- 
^gical  Survey  Year  Book  1909. ) 

6.  Ibid. 
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Aiken,    Cotton  Wood,   and  Brush  Tree  creeks.-^     The  ahove-mentioned  rivers 
and   streams  generally  flow  in  a  southwest  direction,      Althou,e;h  they 
furnish  sin  a^-nple  water   supply  for  livestock  they  cannot  "be  iised  as 
sources  of  water  power  te cause  of   their   sluggishness. 

The  prairie  L^jids  of  the  county  occupy  atout  one  fourth  of  its 
area.      They  were   nened  "by  the  pioneers   -^s  follc's:      Six  ^lile,   ''Vehb's, 
Townmount ,   Fo^x^  "lile,   Long,   Fritzel,   Eawlings,   Knoh,    Hoj.se,    and 
Crawford  prairies. ^     The   rest   of   the    surface   ares  was  originally 
timhered  with  oaJc,    ash,    raaule,    hickory,    sycamore,   tirch,    elm,    sassafras, 
wild  cherry,    and  other  varieties  of  trees. 

Soil,    Climate,    and  '"eo logic  Formation 

A  majority  sf   the   soils   of  Franklin  County  are   of  the  upland    timter 
tj'pe:    yellow  and  gray  silt   loam  \mderlaid  with   clay.      "These   soils," 
states  Jerome  A.  En-oser,    "are  low  in  natural  productivity.    .    .    .   The 
average  of  thene    soils  would    score  about    seven  as   to   their   fertility 
level.     There   is   some  good  "bottom  lane!    .    .    .    along  the   (Big)  Mudcy  Hiver 
.    .    .    and   also   along  the  Little  Mudr?y  River,    .    .    ."3     Underneath  the 
soils,    at   depths  varying  from  JiOO  to   ?00  feet,    are    some   of   the  hest 
veins  of   coal   in  the  United   States   averaging  about   8  feet   in  thickness. 

The   climate   of  the   area  is  on  the   average,    a  mile"   one   and   affords 
the   crops  a,  fairly  long  growing   season.      The   average   rainfall   ranges 
from  30  to   UO  inches  with  about  one  half  of  the  rain  f-lling  in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year. 5     Concerning  the  geologic  characteristics  a 
University  of  Illinois  publication   states:      "In  general,    the  present   land 
surface   has  less  relief  tha.n  was  possessei^   by  the  'ore-glacial    surface. 
Many  of   the  valleys   show  evidences,    thro\:igh  well   drillings,    of   an  old 
soil  line  presumably  m^jking  the  position  of   the  pre-glacial   surface,"" 


Indians  and  Whites 

Indian  Occupation 

In  the  above-described   axea  the   red  men  found  by  the  earliest  '"hite 
settlers  belonged    to   the   Shawnee   and  Kaskaskia  tribes.      The   former  encajnped 


1.  E.  K,  Aiken,  Franklin  County  Hist.ory,  p.  12,  IJ. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  13, 

3.  Information  obtained  fruin  Jerone  A.  Embser,  Farm  .v'-visor,  Franklin- 
Hamilton  Farm  Bureau,  November  5,  19'x0, 

•1,  Aiken,  Franklin  County  ]  istory,  p.  lo, 

5,  Information  from  J.  A.  Jmbser,  Kovcmber  5,  1940, 

6.  Illinois  State  G-eolo,;_.ical  Svrve\   Year  Book  1909,  p,  2 19. 
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between  the  Wabash  and  3ig  Muddy  rivers  and   the  latter  between  the  Big 
Muddy  aad  the  l.iississippi.     In  the  Fraiiklin  County  area  and  its  environs 
the  Indians  found   the  bear,    wolf,   panther,   wildcat,    and  deer.     Occasion- 
ally each  tribe  would  trespass  upon  the  hxinting  grounds  of   the  other 
which  resulted  in  minor  quarrels,    and,    in  1802,    in  a  bloody  battle  in 
Townmount  Prairie  in  the  present-day   township  of  Denning.     The  Shawnees 
won  this  battle  but  lost  out  to   the  white   settlers  vAio  arrived  only  a 
few  years  later.     Although  the   Shav7ne03  remained  in  tho  vicinity,   haras- 
sing the  settlers  from  time  to   time,    after  1832  they  wore  removed  permanently. ■' 

Coming  of  tli£  White  Man,    1804-1813 

Only  two  years  after  the  Shawnees  defeated  the  Kaskaskia  Indians 
tho  first  permanent  white   settlors  arrived  in  the  present  area  of 
Franklin  County,    and  by  1818  at  least  nine   separate   settlements  had 
been  formed.     The  first  settlement,   about  two  and  one-half  miles  south- 
east of  Thoini:)sonville,    was  established  in  1804;    the  earliest  settlers 
were   the    seven  Jordan  brothers,    the   t^70  Browning  brothers,    the  Sstes 
family,    and  William  Barberry  from  Tennessee.      Somewhat  later  John 
McCrerry  and  his  fj-jnily  arrived  from  Kentucky  and   settled  in  the  ylci" 
nity  of  Francis  Jordan's  Fort   (present  site  of  Franlcfort) ,    ono  of   the 
two  forts  built  to  protect   the   settlers.     Other  early  settlers  who 
joined  the   settlement  werei     Aaron  and  Moses  Neal,    Isaac  Moberly,   John 
Kail,   John  V^.    Sv/offord,   Hathaniel  Jones,   Tfilliam  Jackson,   James  Isaacs, 
J.   L.  Cantrall,    smd  Henry  Yost. 2 

The   sscond  settlement  was  established  in  1811  in  Six  Mile  To^Tnchip 
by  Charles  H.  Humphreys.     Huniphroys,    a  Philadelphia  school   teacher, 
came  to  Illinois   to  visit  his  brother,   Sdv/ard,    the  land  office  regis- 
trar in  Kas!:askia.     Tiliile   there  ho  was  offered  a  tract  of  Irjid  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Illinois  Territorial  Government  if  he  would  build 
a  feriT-  on  the  Big  Huddy.     He  agreed   to   the  deal,    built   the  ferry, 
and  founded  the   settlement.*^ 

Baker  King  established  the  third  settlement  in  Goode  Toimship  in 
1813.     A  year  later  the  Reverend  John  Erownin.'j,    a  hunter  as  well  as  a 
Baptist  preacher,    stai'ted  the  Spring  Settlement,    founding  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Baptist  Church  in  1829,    tho  oldest  Baptist  church  in  tho 
county.     The  year  1815   saw  the   establishment  of  Chamberlain  Hutson 
in  Ewing  Township  and  of  Horrin  Taylor  and  his  family,   Eli  and  Lazarus 
Wobb,    and  Jacob  Phillips  in  Northern  Township.^ 


1.  History  of  Gallatin,    Saline,   Hamilton,    Franklin  and  ffillirxison 
Counties,    Illinois,   p.   3o7-4l"li      (Hereinafter  cited  as  Histor:)^  of 
Franlclin  Co-'Lint:,'- . ) 

2.  Aiken,   Frr.aklin  County  History,   p.   22;   Histoid'-  of  Frr^klin  County, 
p.   5-10. 

3«     Aiken,  Fr:uiklin  County  Hijtorjr,   p.   24. 
4,      Ibid.,   p.   24,25. 
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The  seventh  settlement  came  into  "being  in  ISlU  or  1815  when  I  sham 
Harrison,  a  relative  of  General  William  Henry  Harrison,  settled  with  his 
family  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Christopher  in  Tyrone  Township. 
The  prominent  Mulkey  family,  the  Tinsleys,  Greenwooci  s,  and  Kirkpatricks 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  township.'^ 

The  eighth  and  ninth  settlements  had  their  "beginnings  in  1817  and 
1218.   The  Launis  settlement  vas  founded  hy  the  Heverend  John  Launis 
Methodist  minister,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Franklin.  Reverend  Launis  was 
responsi"ble,  together  with  Reverend  Hancock,  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran, 
and  Braxton  Parrish  for  the  esta"blishment  of  the  Mt .  Etna  Methodist 
Church.  The  first  schoolhouse  in  the  co-unty  was  probably  erected  in  the 
Launis  settlement.   The  1818  settlement  occurred  in  Eastern  Township  when 
the  closely  related  McLean  and  Aiken  families  settled  there  to  be  joined 
by  Edward  and  Alex  Sullivan  and  Thomas  and  Levi  Summers,  vet^-rans  of  the 
War  of  1812.2  These  early  pioneer  families  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  founding  of  the  earlier  settlements  and  the  later  pioneer  families 
played  a.  vital  part  in  the  growth  and  development  of  civilized  society 
in  Franklin  County.   Their  names  figure  most  in  the  acts  and  measures 
inscribed  in  the  county  records,  and  a.re  to  be  found  attached  to  the 
county's  townships,  towns,  streams,  prairies,  and  road  districts. 3 

The  majority  of  the  early  pioneers  came  from  the  southern  states. 
They  found  it  rather  difficult  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  because 
of  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities.  The  Shawnee to wn-Kaskaski a  road, 
crossing  the  southern  part  of  the  Franklin  area,  had  served  as  a  trail 
for  the  Indians,  French,  and  early  American  settlers.   It  was  improved 
with  Congressional  funds  in  181b. ^  The  first  stagecoach  line  from 
Kaskaskia  to  St.  Louis  went  into  operation  in  1819;  the  one  from  Shawnee- 
town  to  St.  Louis  (crossing  the  county)  was  projected  in  the  same  year 
giving  the  settlers  rudimentary  transportation  facilities. 5 

As  was  common  in  the  American  "wests"  settlers  usually  preceded  the 
government  siirvey,  squatting  on  the  land  and  protecting  their  pre-emption 
rights  against  all  comers.  The  Land  Law  of  1820  abolished  the  credit 
system  which  had  failed  to  bring  in  the  considerable  revenue  expected,  giv- 


1.  Aiken,  Franklin  Coijnty  History,  p.  25-27. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  26. 

3.  (County  Court  Record),    v.   L  (I83g-U6),   p.   ^7-66.    in  Supervisors'   Record, 
see   entry  2, 

U.      Solon  Justus  Buck,    Illinois   in  1818.    Introductory  volume.    Centennial 
History  of   Illinois,   p.    II5.      (Hereinafter   cited  as  Buck,    Illinois  in 
1818.) 

5.      Theodore   Calvin  Pease,   The  Frontier   State   1S18-18U8,    v.    II,    Centennial 
History  of   Illinois,    p.   10. 
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ing  the  settlers  .•:>  chrjrvco  to  buy   tho  unsold  l-Tid,    -?.fter   the  public 
ruction,    at   ?.  new  lov;  price  of  $1,25  per   -vcre.l     Tlie  tendency  of  Con- 
gressional l?jid  ?,ct3   to  liber'ilize  the  land  laws  in  fr.vor  of   the 
settlers  (from  the  Preemption  Act  of  1841    to   the  Homestead  Act  of 
1862)   resulted  in  a  more  repid  buying  and  entering  of  land   in  Tranklin 
County.      Whereas  prior   to  1650  only   p.bout  fifty  percent  of   tho  public 
lands  in  Frr'jiklin  v;ort  entered, 2  the  rush  to  buy  Irnd,    after  those 
along  the   Illinois  Ccntr-1  Railroad  were  pl.^x:ed  on   sale,   bccrme  very 
great.      "Spies  were  especially  brisic   in  southern  Illinois,"   says 
Professor  Cole,    "v;here  the  best  l^nds  were  soon  exhausted.      Tho  poorer 
lands,    however,    spurned  in   tho  open  m^rlcet,    were  quickly   ta2:en  up,    when 
in  1854,    Congaess  passed  a  graduation   act  (popularly  known   as  the  ""Bit 
Act')   which  permitted  land  entries  at   as  little  as   twelve  end  one-half 
cents  sn  acre, "3     _^  few  years  after   this   act  went  into   effect  most  of 
the  I'-^jids  in  Fr^jiklin  County  subject  to   entry  wcro   taken  up. 


Organization  of  Fr-n.klin  County 

Creation 

The  creation  of  Franklin  County  in  1818  v/as   in  part  due   to   the 
desire  of  the  leaders  of  Illinois    to    increase  the  number  of  counties, 
thereby  enhancing  the  probability  of  securing  the  eeirly  adjnission 
of  Illinois  an  a  state. ^     Tlie   act  of  the   territorial  legislature  of 
Jenuary  2,    1818   created  Union  and  Washington  counties,    as  well  as 
Franklin  -   these  being  the  last   three  counties  of  territorial 
origin.      The  enabling  8.ct  created  Franklin  County  (the  original 
area  included  the  areas  of  Franklin  and  Williamson  counties 
minus  a  small   tract   in   township  6   south)   out  of  Gallatin,    White,    and 
Jackson  counties, ^     The  county  v/as  named  iifter   the  most  versatile  and 


1.  Pease,    The   Frontier   State  1S13-1848.    p,    4, 

2.  History  of  Frr^nklin   County,    _p.    551, 

3.  Arthur  Ch?Tles   Cole,    The  Era' of   the   Civil   W"j  1848-1870,   v.    III, 
Centennial  History  of   Illinois,   p.   85,87. 

4.  Buck,    Illinois   in  1816,   p.    220,      Another  note  on   the  creation  of   the 
three  counties   is  given  by   the  writer  of  a  history  of  Fr?rJclin  Coun- 
ty.     "There  were  only   twelve  members  of   tho  logisl  =.tui'e   and  they  all 
roomed  together,    including  the  clork,    Kr.    Cook.      In  arrrr^ging  the 
memorial   (to   Congress)   Cook  suggested  that  it  wo'ild  be  wise   to  orgrji- 
izo  more  co-unties  which  would  m-'ke  a  better  showing  for   the   territory 
for   st-.tehood. "     Aikon,    Frrjiklin  County  History,   p.    20. 

5.  Laws  of  Illinois   Territory,    1817-1818,   p.    11:      "Beginning  at   the  cor- 
ner of  to^^'rJship   ten   -■Jad  eleven  on   the  line  betwoen  ranges  four  nnd 
five;    thence  north  with  s-^id  li;ie  36  miles;    thonce  west  twenty-four 
miles   to  the   third  principal  meridian,    thence  south  v;ith  the   same   to 
the  line  dividing  tov-nships   ten  and  eleven;    thence  east   to   the 
beginning.    .    . " 
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renowned  American  coloniali  Benjamin  Franklin,      and  at  the  date  of  crea- 
tion it  contained  about   1,228  persons,   or  171  fanilies,   of  which  52 
persons  were  a  colony  of  free  Negroes  near  Saline  Creek  and  15  were  Negi'o 
slaves. 

Location  of  Count;'-  Seat  -  G-arrett's 
Tavern,    1818^1926,  Frankfort, 
1826-1841.  Benton,   1841  jto  Present 

Now  that  the  boundaries  of  the  county  had  been  delimited  the  next 
problem  was  to   locate  a  county  seat.     The  tavern  of  Moses  G-arrott  on  the 
Shawneotown-Kasl:^skia  Road,   a  few  miles  from  Franlcfort,   was  used  tempor- 
arily,^    Although  wc  do  not  have  the  early  records  of  the  county   (the 
records  for  the  years   1818  to  1838  and  others   extending  to  1843  wore 
burned  in  1843"*)  wo  know  that  the  locating  commissioners,    Samuel  Hay, 
Samuel  Omelvciy,   and  Richard  Moulding  did  not   locate  a  permanent    seat, 
for  on  February  1,    1821  the  legislature  appointed  anothor  set   of  com- 
missioners who  were  to  meet  on  the  first  Monda^-  in  April  1821,    or  mthin 
six  days  thereafter  at  the  house  of  William  B.  Porrj,'',    and  proceed  to  ex- 
amine and  designate  a  site  for  the  county  seat.     The  proprietor  of  the 
place  selected  was  required,   according  to  the  act,    to  give  to  the  county 
a  tract   of  land  not   loss   than  t\7cnty  acres  to  be  laid  out   in  lots  and  sold, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  erecting  public  buildings.       They  selected 
Frankfort  as  the  county  seat  and  received  twenty  acres  of  land  from  Moses 
Garrett,     The  to^7n  was   surveyed  in  1826  by  Samuel  Harrison  and  a  jail  and 
log  courthouse  were  built  in  the  same  j/e^r. 

The  seat  of  the  county  did  not,   however,    remain  at  Franlcfort  very 
long.     After  the  western  boundary  of  the  county  was   changed  in  1835  from 


1,  Counties  of  Illinois,   p,   66, 

2,  Buck,   Illinois  in  1818,   p,    71,     The  Negro   slaves  were  owned  by  the 
Jordans,  McCrecrys,    Crawfords,    and  Clarks,     In  the  slavcrj."  controversj' 
the  people  of  Franklin  County,  being  in  the  main  of  Southern  stock, 
leaned  heavily  toward  the  pro-slavery  position.     As  late  as   1840  there 
wore  still  five  slaves  in  the  county  and  man;''  long-term  indentured 
colored  servants.     Sec  History  of  Franklin  County,   p,   348,349;  Pease, 
The  Frontier  State  1818-1848,   p,   89;  Aiken,  Franlclin  County  History, 
p.   57;  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,   Sixth  Census   of  the  United  States, 
1840,   p,   378,379;    Commissioners'   Record,   v,   C,   p,   21,24,108,250,   in 
Supervisors'   Record,    see  entry  2, 

3,  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,    1817-18,  p,   11, 

4,  Theodore  Calvin  Pease,  The  County  Archives  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

V,  XI I ,    Collections   of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library ,   BiO|E:raph- 
ical  Scries,   v.   III,   p.   225, 

5,  L,   1821,   p,   69, 

6,  History  of  Franklin  County,   p,   360, 
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the  third  principal  meridian  to  the  Little  Wabash  River,  and  Vfilliamson 
Covmty  v?as  created  in  1839  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  south 
Franklin  County,  John  Reed,  Noah  Johnson,  and  Milton  Carpenter,  the  appoint- 
ed locating  corarr.issioners  ,  chose  the  present  site  of  the  county  seat  from 
among  several  possible  locations:  Swofford's,  Ewing's,  and  Rea's  properties.^ 
This  site  was  named  in  honor  of  the  famous  Missouri  senator  and  champion  of 
western  interests,  especially  the  land  graduation  plan,  Thomas  Hart  Benton. 
Henry  V.'.  Perry,  the  county  surveyor,  was  then  ordered  by  the  coiinty  court 
to  survey  and  lay  off  the  town  into  lots  which  were  disposed  of  publicly 
October  28,  1839,  sixty-three  lots  being  sold  for  a  total  of  $3,590.12^.2 
These  f\inds  were  to  be  used  only  for  constructing  the  county  public  build- 
ings according  to  the  legislative  act  of  January  7,  1841  which  approved  the 
selection  of  Benton  as  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  of  the  cotinty  amd 
selected  March  1,  1841  as  the  commencement  date  of  official  county  business 
at  Benton. 3 

Govornmc-ntal  Bodies  ,  1818-1849 

Between  January  2,  1818,  when  Franklin  County  was  established,  and 
the  acceptance  of  the  state  constitution  by  Congress,  December  3,  1818, 
Franklin  fvuictioned  under  three  different  types  of  county  government.  For 
the  first  ten  days  of  its  existence  as  a  separate  civil  unit  the  county 
was  governed,  at  least  nominally,  by  a  county  court  consisting  of  three 
judges  appointed  by  the  territorial  governor  in  accordance  with  the  law 
of  December,  1814  abolishing  the  older  courts  of  common  pleas. 4  On  January 
12,  1818  a  law  was  passed  abrogrting  the  county  court  and  establishing 
in  its  place  the  justices'  covirt  composed  of  the  magistrates  of  a  county  - 
a  quorum  consisting  of  any  threo.^  The  Constitution  of  1818  terminated 


1.  L.  1835,  p.  36,37;  L.  1839,  p.  110;  (County  Court  Record),  v.  D  (1838-46), 
p.  69,70,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2.  The  locating 
commissioners  "agreed  upon  (as  a  place  most  suitable)  a  spot  on  North 
East  fourth  of  the  South  West  quarter  of  section  number  eighteen  In 
Tovmsiiip  n\imber  six  south  and  Range  number  three  East  of  the  third 
principal  meridian,  ...  on  or  near  the  summit  of  a  mound  or  hill  in 

the  edge  of  the  timber  and  at  the  south  end  of  Rawlings  Prairie  and  vie 
further  st-.te  tliat  \7e  set  up  a  stake  at  the  said  tract  of  land,  -Thich 
is  said  to  be  owned  by  one  John  Ening  ajid  one  Walter  S.  Alcin  the  said 
Ewing  and  Alcin  liaving  agreed  to  give  a  donation  of  t'.'enty  acres  of  land 
the  center  of  said  donation  to  be  at  or  near  the  root  of  said  tree.  .  .  ." 

2.  (County  Court  Record),  v.  D  (1838-46),  p.  84,92-94,  in  Supervisors' 
Record,-  see  entry  2, 

3.  L.  1841,  p.  93,94. 

4.  Nathaniel  Pope,    ed. ,   Laws  of   the  Territory  of  Illinois,    II,    345,349. 

5.  La\7s  of  Illinois  Territory'',    1817-18,   p.  90. 
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the  justices'  court  and  provided  for  a  county  commissioners'  court  com- 
posed of  three  elected  members. 

The  county  commissioners'  court,  an  institution  borrowed  originally 
from  England,  was  the  governing;  body  in  all  the  counties  for  thirty  years 
(1818  to  1848),   Its  more  important  duties  as  defined  by  the  legislative 
act  of  1819  were  to*  control  tho  county  revenues*  issue  licenses;  regulate 
transportation  facilities •  keep  vital  statistics*  administer  poor  relief; 
maintain  schools;  provide  taxation  machineiy  and  election  procedures;  and 
record  land  titles. ^  By  acts  subsequent  to  the  act  of  1819  the  legislature 
broadened  and  defined  the  original  functions  of  the  commissioners'  courts, 
adding  limited  judicial  powers.  Moreover,  the  act  of  1819  also  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the  court;  this  office  was  made  elective 
by  tho  act  of  February  7,  1837,   The  court  sessions  wore  held  quarterly: 
the  first  Mondays  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December, 

Roads  and  Bridges, 
1825-1842 

Among  tho  first  duties  of  the  early  courts  was  that  of  laying  out 
public  roads  and  providing  for  bridges,  A  road  leading  from  Frankfort  to 
Mount  Vernon  in  Jefferson  County  ".vas  opened  in  1823  under  the  supervision 
of  Lemuel  R,  Harrison,  Braxton  Parrish,  and  Andrew  Harrison,  road  vievrars. 
The  General  Assembly  authorized  the  building  of  roads j  in  1827  from  Van- 
dalia  to  Golconda  to  pass  through  Frankfort ;5  and  in  1833  from  Pickneyville 
in  Perry  County  to  Kirkpatrick's  Bridge  on  the  Little  Muddy  in  Franklin, ^ 
and  from  Wilcox's  Ferry  on  the  Ohio  in  Johnson  County  to  Frankfort,  one  of 
the  most  important  south- central  Illinois  tovms,'''  It  also  authorized  as  a 
state  road  the  road  from  Frankfort  to  Ledbetter's  Ferry  on  the  Mississippi." 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  county  roads  was  vested  in  the 
hands  of  tho  road  supervisors  in  the  tvjenty-three  districts  existing  in 
1839,^  These  districts  were  named  after  settlers,  prairies,  and  creeks  and 
were  not  numbered  as  was  the  usual  method  in  other  counties,  Tho 


1,  Const,  1818,  Schedule,  soc,  4, 

2,  L,  1319,  p.  33,75,175, 
5,  L.  1837,  p.  49, 

4,  History  of  Franklin  County,  p,  361, 

5,  Priv,  T.T827,  p,  'dS~, 

6,  Priv,  L,  1833,  p,  134, 

7,  Ibid,,  p.  180, 

8,  Priv,  L,  1827,  p.  156. 

9,  (County  Court  Record),  v,  D  (1838-46),  p,  47-66,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2, 
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supervisors  of  the  road  districts  wore  ch?.rgGd  with  the  special  duty  of 
assigning  rond  work  to  cvory  m^lo   citizen  'between  18  ?Jid  50  for  five 
dpys  a  ye?T.^ 

As  now  settlements  were  established,    and  .^fte^  Willicmson  County 
wr.s   formed,    the  courts  received  nuaerous  petitions   for   the   reloc?.tion  of 
the  roads.      Bie   simple  but  effective  lnngu?^e  of  the  frontier  is  cle?xly 
portrpyed  in  the  petition  of  Henry  Avery  -jid  65  other  inhabitants,    in  1842: 

We  the  undersigned  earnestly  but  hunbly  proy  your  honorable  body  to 
make   -m.  order  to  dispnul   the  coanty  road  Ic^.ding  from  the  town  of 
Benton  direct  to    the   town  of  M?.rion  Villinmson  County,      Your  honor- 
rblo  body  ?xe  aware  th'-.t   there  .?rc  nov  two  rodes  open  Icr/iing  from 
Benton  to  ketfion.     One  loading  the  direct  waj'  p^d  the  other  by  tho 
way  of  frrnkfort  ?ind  your  petitioners   therefor  vrny  your  coxirt  to 
retain   the  rode  via  Frrnkfort  for   these  nnd  other  reasons  1st. 
Frankfort  being  r.  post  town   sensoquently  the  nail  from  Mpjrion  to 
Benton  passes  through  Frankfort  and  C3n  never  cone  the  direct  rout, 
2nd  Justice   ind  equity  to   the  people  r^rauld  s->y   that   it  ought  to 
pass   through  Fr-nkfort,      3rd  the  burden  of  keepint  up   two  roads 
when  one  vrill   answer   the   some  purpose.      Your  petitioners  prny  our 
honorable  body  to  disannul   the  direct  rout  ,    ,    .    ?nd  your  petition- 
ers will  ever  prny  as   in  duty  bound. 2 

The  petition  was   gr^^nted. 3 

Because  of  a  lack  of  public   funds   individu^J.  citizens  were  oomo- 
times  gr'^ntcd  permission   to  build  toll  bridges.      Spjiiuel  McClintock,    for 
cxrJBple,    built  a  toll  bridge  over   the  Little  Mudd^-  Hiver  whore  it  meets 
the   Shawnee  town-K  ask  ask  i  a  Road  and  he  "nd  his  partner  Lewis  Bai'kcr,    also 
built  a  toll  bridf^e  over   the  Big  Mudd^'  River  where   it   is  crossed  by  the 
spme  road.*^     Tnese  roads  and  bridges,    it   is   iniport.?nt   to  note,    connected 
the  southern  Illinois  country,    of  which  Franklin  County  was   a  p."Xt,    with 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  River  valleys. 


1.  (County  Court  Record),   v,    D  (1838-45),   p.   12,13,47,    in  St^jcrvisors' 
Record,    see  entry  2;    R.L.   1327,   p.    3'iO-46. 

2.  (Co^jnty  Court  Record),    v.    D  (1833-45),   p.    223,224,    in   S\:?)crvi3or8' 
Record,    see   entrjf  2. 

3,  The  viewers  appointed  to  ex-'onine  the  ropjis  in  question  recoEmended 
that  the  petition  bo  gr-nted,    one  of  tho  grou:ids  being  that   "iVo 
believe   the  prpyer  of  said  petition  should  be  granted  upon   the 
wish  of  the  respectable  number  there  being  65  petitioners  and  no 
romonstrrncc   ^^ainst  it"   (ibid. ,   p.    262). 

4,  History  of  Fr-rJclin  County,   p.    361, 
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County  Buildings  at  Benton,  1840-1875 

Providinf,  for  the  erection  of  county  "buildinf^s  at  Benton  was  another 
important  function  of  the  county  comnissioners.   The  little  lo^;  courthouse 
at  Frankfort  was  used  throufjh  1340  vrhen  the  court  moved  into  the  clerk's 
office  at  Benton.   Since  this  office,  built  by  Thoiras  Mansfield,  v/as  a 
rather  hastily  constructed  building  costing  only  !iU55,75  l/o,  the  court 
av/arded  a  contract  for  a  nevii  courthouse  to  cost  $559«50  to  Augustus  Adams 
at  the  June  term,  1840,   Tliis  courthouse,  a  small  frame  building  which 
was  to  be  completed  April  1,  1841  was  finished  on  June  10,  1041,   Soon 
after  it  v^as  occupied  it  was  found  to  be  inadequate,  and  a  iiew  two-story 
brick  courthouse  was  ordered  and  the  contract  avmrded  to  Joseph  Tucker 
and  John  Pascal  in  May,  1842,   It  was  occupied  in  1045  and  used  until 
the  present  courthouse  v;as  built  in  1574  to  1675, 

Tlie  log  cabin  \'(^ich  served  as  the  first  courthouse  at  Benton,  as  well 
as  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  was  burned  dovm  on  Wovenber  18,  1843, 
and  nearly  all  the  county  I'ecords  destroyed.  By  an  act  of  the  General 
Assenbly,  January  21,  1845,  Samuel  R.  Casey,  Va'alter  S,  Akins,  and  Lemuel 
R»  Harrison  vrere  appointed  to  investigate  the  records  remaining, 3  and 
together  with  their  secretary,  Simon  M,  Hubbard,  undertook  to  gather  as 
many  duplicates  of  original  deeds,  bonds,  notes,  wills,  and  other  similar 
instruments,  copy  them  (they  each  received  •'ll,75  per  day  plus  expenses 
from  the  state*),  and  file  them  at  the  courthouse  -  a  task  they  completed 
in  June,  1846,° 

As  in  the  case  of  the  courthouse,  provisions  had  to  be  made  to  chan!:;e 
the  location  of  the  jail  from  FrarJcfort  to  Senton.  The  Benton  jail  v;as 
not  completed  until  1844  by  Richard  Chidester  and  vj-as  a  stone,  brick,  and 
wood  structure  costing  vi^cSO,^ 


1,  (Countj^  Cnurt_Rocord),  v.  D  (1833-46),  p.  125,149,172,209,219,  in 
Supervisors'  ■^■'ecord,  see  entry  2, 

2,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  275,  see  entry  2, 

3,  L.  1845,  p,  213, 

4,  Ibid.,  p.  £15, 

5,  T^^oTTnty  Court  Record),  v,  not  lettered  (1846-50),  p,  44,  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  see  entry  2, 

6,  The  county  sheriffs  had  complained  about  the  inadequacy  of  the  county 
jail  when  it  was  at  Frankfort,  and,  after  1841,  at  Benton  (Gount^- 
Court  Record),  v,  D,  p.  7,15,126,181,234,246,251,368,  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  see  entry  2, 
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Mninistrative  and  Political  Development 
County  Court,    1849-1872 

Only  eight  yeai-s   after  the  county   seat  had  been   established  at 
Benton,    the  Constitution  of  1848   abolished  the  county  commissioners' 
court  and  set  \xp   in  its  stead  the  county  court. 1     This  court  as   an  ad- 
ministrative body  v;as  composed  of   tho  county  judge  and  tv/o   associate 
justices  viho,    sitting  together,    administered  the  riffairs  of  the  county 
much  in  the   s^jne  manner  as  the  old  three-coLimissioner  court.     Hov/ever, 
the  county  electorate  was  given  the  option  of  voting  for   a  township 
pirn  modeled  on   the  New  England  systom  where  town  supervisors  made  xsp 
the  governing  body.      A  petition  of  fifty  or  more  voters  addressed  to   the 
county  court  was   sufficient  for   the  court  to  order   the  question  sub- 
mitted to   ^.  vote. 2     The  people  of  Frrnklin  County  did  not  at   this   time 
petition  for  the  est^.blishment  of   the   to\-m3hip  nlr^n   to  repl.^ce  the 
county  court.      In  December,    1349    this  new  body  commenced  to  function, 
Andrew  D.    Duff  had  been  elected  county  judge;    Wilson  Rea  pnd  Bennett 
Scarborough,    associate   justices;    ¥.   R,   Browning,    co-onty  clerk;    -and 
Thomas  J,   Mooneyh?-in,    sheriff.  3 

The  preponderance  of  persons  of  southern  origin  in  the  county 
resulted  in  the  retention  of  the  county  coiirt  system  until   after   the 
Civil  W^T,    although  nearly  ?I1  of   the  other  counties   in  the  state  had 
adopted  the   township  form  of  orgf^nization.      Daring  the  70*  s  and  80' s 
r.tteinpts  were  made   to   ch-^nge  from  the  county  plan  of  government  as 
exemplified  by   the  co\mty   commissioners'    court  nnd  the  administrative 
county  court,   partly  as  a  result  of  the  post-bellum  sentiment  and 
pj^rtly  because  of   the  growing  dissatisfaction  with  the  politicJ.   and 


1.  Conr,t.    1848,    Art.    V,    sec,    19;    Schedule,    sec.    5. 

2.  Ibid. .    Art.   VII,    sec.    6;    L.    1849,   p.   190;   L.   1651,  n,    55;    L,   1857, 
p,   183;    L.    1851,    p.    215;    L.   1871-72,   p.    756, 

3.  The  last  county  commissioners'    co'ort  was  composed  of  Caleb  F.   Mulkoy, 
Moses  Neal,    r>nd  Matthew  Ing.      W.   R,   Browning  was  county  clerk,    and 
Thomas  J.   Mooneyham,    sheriff.      There  wers  six  voting  precincts   in   the 
co\anty:      Four  Mile,    Spring  Settlement,    northern,    Benton,    Eastern,    rnd 
Frankfort.      One  of   the  last  -acts  of  the  court  was  ordering  the  estab- 
lishment of   secret  ballot  boxes,    in   rjcoord-jnce  with  the  law  of  1849 
(L.   1849,  p.    72).      The  boxes  v/cre   to  be  built  out  of  "good  popler  or 
mpple  plonk   to  be  made  one  foot  long  .-"nd  six  inches   squrxe  to  be 
well  dufftaled  together  with   the   top  rabitod  so   ^s   to   slip  it  in  q1> 
the  end  with  the  lock  and  key    in   a  safe  r-nd  vork-.i-r.  like  mrnncr   and 

'  that  George  W.    jikin  be  rnd  he   is  hereby  allowed  six  dollars  for 
meking  ?jia  distributing  said  boxes."     (County  Court  Record),    v.   not 
lettered  (1847-50),    p.  95,145,148,172,176,178,179,185,    in   Super- 
visors'   Record,    see  entry   2« 
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economic  status  quo  by  the  farrninr:  rrouT's  in  the  county.   On  November  6, 
1871  the  voters  decided,  bov/ever,  arainst  a  new  county  plan  of  government, 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  accepted  the  tov/nship  system  by  a 
vote  of  937  to  520. ^ 

Board  of  County  Comniss loners, 
T3T5^lT3T67~l"330-1885~ 

The  struggle  between  the  two  opposing  forces,  however,  had  just  begun. 
The  Constitution  of  1870  had  retained  the  "either-or"  provision  but  in 
place  of  the  county  court  a  new  body,  called  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, was  offered  as  the  alternative  to  the  tovmship  system. 2  Soon  af- 
ter 1871  the  board  of  supervisors  .--ranted  the  request  of  a  petition,  signed 
by  one  fifth  of  the  voters,  to  submit  the  question  of  a  choice  of  the 
county's  administrative  system,  to  the  electorate.   In  the  election  of  Novem- 
ber, 1874  the  voters  decided  in  favor  of  a  board  of  covmty  commissioners.^ 
This  action  was  soon  challenf;ed  and  the  commissioners  iverc  arain  requested 
to  resubmit  the  whole  question  to  the  electorate  in  i'overaber,  1875.   This 
tim.e  the  tovmship  or,c;anization  vras  readopted.^  A  reversion  to  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  occurred  in  1879  after  the  partisans  of  county  gov- 
ernment carried  the  day  by  a  majority  of  only  27  votes, ^  and  it  was  not  un- 
til 1834  that  the  voters  of  Franklin  County  finally  decided,  by  a  vote  of 
1,735  to  1,040  to  have  a  tovmship  system  of  government  -  the  system  in  ef- 
fect today. S 

Tovmship  Organization,  1872-1875, 
1876-1830,  and  1335  to  Pre"s~cnT"" 

During  the  first  period  under  toT-mship  organization  (1872-1875)  a 
division  of  the  county  by  Calvin  U,   Clark,  Thomas  K.  Means,  and  John 
IvIcCreery  into  townships  took  place.   The  toi/mships  erected  ^vere  :  Barren, 
Swing,  Northern,  Tyrone,  Crowning,  Benton,  Easter,  Six  Kile  Frairie# 


1.  Sheriff's  Certificate  of  Purchase  (County  Court  Record),  v.  E,  p.  435, 
in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

2.  Const,  1S70,  Art.  X,  sec.  6.   The  new  board  of  county  comjiissioners 
ivas  composed  of  three  commissioners  elected  for  a  three-year  term,.  A 
law  of  1873-74  granted  to  this  board  all  the  adm.inistrative  pov/ers  and 
duties  formerly  exercised  by  the  county  court  (L.  1875-74,  p.  79).   In 
February,  1875  the  new  board  divided  the  county  into  six  election  dis- 
tricts :  Gode,  Six  Icile,  Ewing,  Benton,  Plainfield,  and  Franklin 
(Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  191-93,  see  entry  2). 

3.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  153,157,190,  see  entry  2. 

4.  Ibid.,  p,  268. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  55S,5S5. 

6.  Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  419,450,  see  entry  2. 
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Tovmir.ount,    Goode,    Fr"j\kfort,    -md  Cp.ve.l     The  nrune  of  Townnount  To\iniship 
wp.s  ch"jiged  to  Denning  pnd  the  word  "Prairie"  deleted  froni  Six  Mile 
Prp.irie  Tovmship,      The  nienbers  of  the  first  bo-'ird  of  supervisors   in 
1872  were:    John  A.    Walker,    S-unuel  McClellmd,    C?leb  ?.  Mxolkcy,    David 
Martin,    Fr-riclin  L.   Rer'.,    Williejn  J.   Kuxphy,    Gi]b3rt  G.    Sv/cetin,    Isaac 
WrJd,    Mounteville  Fitta,   Peter  Phillips,    John  H.   Kogm,    and  Jesse  G, 
Kitchell.      Tlie  busiaess  of  the  county  was   trjpjisacted  by   the  finance, 
public  buildings,    poor  ipxu,   bridges,    and  blpiiks,    books,    and  stationery 
conr.ittees.2 

It  is   interesting  to  compare   the  na-nes  of  the  first  board  of  super- 
visors and  the  committees   throudi  v/nich  they  functioned  with  the  board 
of  1940,      This  board  had  twenty-three  members  of  whom  eleven  were  as- 
sistant supervisors.      They  were  according  to   tovciships:      Winsor  Brcyfield, 
Goode;    J.   R.  Phillips,    Barren;    R.    B.    Taylor,    Ev/ing;    Roy  Dyo,    supervisor, 
and  Arthur  Giles  and  Everett  McGlasson,    assistants,    Tyrone;   Holland 
Simmons,    supervisor,    rnd  Scott  Grain,    Clyde  Hobbs,    and  William  Bell,    as- 
sistants,   Benton;    Writer   Schmitt,    supervisor,    r'jid  Sagcne  Puedent  end 
Louis  Coet,    assist-nts.    Six  Mile;    Ch'^xles  Poarce,    Northern;    Ulis  Harris, 
Eastern;    W.    D.   Flrnnigan,    Gave;    Arthur  Craslin,    supervisor,    Clyde 
Nicholson,    Ivc^n  Lee,    and  Harry  Hcys,    assistrnts,    Frrnkfort;    0.   A.    George, 
supervisor,    Levi  Russell   and  Louis  Tressa,    assistants,    Denning;    and  J. 
P?lner  Rea,    supervisor,    ??nd  George  Furlow,    assistant,    Bro'vning.      J. 
Palmer  Rea  was  the  chairman  of   the  board,    "nd  the   ten  st-nding  committees 
were:      finrnco,    w?ys  ?nd  means,    fees   ^jid  salaries,   purchasing,    building, 
bonding,   poor  frrm,    educational,    road  ':>nd  bridge,    and  insur-nce.      The 
other  officials   of  Franklin  County   in  1940  were  Everett  Lewis,    co-onty 
judge;    Barney  Clemons,    county  clerk;    Eugene  Dorris,    circuit  clerk;    Rea 
F.    Jones,    state's   .-'ttorncy;    Geoffrey  Hughes,    superintendent  of  schools; 
Edwprd  Pov/ell,    sheriff;    David  J.    Cl."yton»   coroner;    E.    A.    Webb,    superin- 
tendent of  highw=;/s;    Curtis  E.    Smith,    surveyor;    Jerome  A.   Embser,    farm 
advisor;    Jpjncs  D.   M-^ndell,  parole  officer;    W.   K.    Hart,   master  in 
chpncory;    D,    S.    C,   Moore,    county  physician;    and  S,    Byford  Vaughn,    coun- 
ty  treasurer, 3 

National  Politics 

The   struggle  between  the  groups  favoring  the  county  r:id  township 
forms  of  locpl   government  reflected,    in  part,    rnd   influenced,    the  grovj^ 
ing  politicjl  divisions   in  the  county  in  the  post-bellum  yerrs.     Up   to 
the  Civil  Wrr  Fr-iilclin  County  was    -   regul'^x  Democratic  coimty  -   a  typic?! 


1.  Sheriffs'    Certificate  of  Purch-^jse   (County  Court  Record),    v,    S, 
p.    445,467,    in  Supervisors'    Record,    see  entry  2. 

2.  Supervisors'    Record^  v.   A,   p,    2,    see  entry  2. 

3.  Information  obtained  by  Pauline   Culbert:3on  from  B'-rncy  Clemons, 
County  Clerk. 
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exfmplG  of  the  union  of  South  and  V'est  in  national  politics.   Even  in 
1860,  and  durinf;  the  vrar,  the  Southern  element  v;as  stronr;  enough  to 
carry  the  count;^,'-  against  Lincoln}  the  vote  in  1860  stood,  Lincoln  228 
and  Douglas,  1,391,  and  in  1064,  Lincoln,  659  and  McClcllan,  C76. 

After  tlie  v;ar  the  Dexaocratic  majorities  in  national  elections 
decreased,  one  of  the  reasons  being  thct  more  Northern  people  carue 
into  the  area.   In  the  election  of  1004  Theodore  Roosevelt  carried 
the  county.   For  the  first  tiniG  in  its  history  Franklin  had  raoved  into 
the  Republican  coluiTin,  the  county  being  Roosevelt,  2,077  and  Parker, 
1,301.^ 

The  presidential  vote  in  the  following  years  has  been  close:  no  one 
party  has  the  ante-bellum  hegemony  possessed  by  the  Democratic  Party,   In 
the  post-lS04  elections  the  county  remained  in  the  Republican  fold  return- 
ine:  to  the  Democrats  in  1916  by  the  very  narroiv  margin  of  48  votes  out  of 
12,'790.'^  In  1G24  Calvin  Coolidge  carried  the  county;  but  Alfred  E.  Smith 
received  11,369  votes  out  of  a  total  of  21,269  cast  in  1928,^  Although 
P.  D.  Roosevelt  beat  Herbert  Hoover  in  1952  (14,754  to'  7,560)*-'  and  Alfred 
M.  Landon  in  1936  (15,254  to  10,708),'^  he  defeated  Vvendoll  L.  Vtfillkie 
in  1940  by  only  a  little  over  2,000  votes  indicating  a  possible  trend 
back  to  Republicanism, 8  The  presence  in  Franklin  County  of  a  large 
number  of  naturalized  citizens  andunion  members  has  bean  offered  as  an 
e::planation  for  the  stronf;-,  Democratic  shovdng  during  the  nant  decade  and 
a  half.^ 


Public  "li'elfare 

Private  Care  of  Needy  -  Poor  Farm 

One  of  the  most  imifortant  functions  of  the  officials  in  Franl:lin 
County,  whethior  Democractic  or  Republican  county  coiriniissioners,  county 


1,   Tlieodore  Calvin  Pease,  ed.,  Illinois  Elections  Returns,  1813-1348, 
V,  XVIII,  Collections  of  the"  Illinois  State  rlistorical  Library, 
Statistica~"Seric~s7T,~T4,42,57,'n';'50,"g'g7l04,lll>117;  ^ne  V.^iig 
Almanac  and  Political  Register  (1S45),  p,  64;  (1849),  p.  61;  (l85o), 
p.  61;  "(1857777.  61, 

'^*      The  Tribune  Alm.anoC  and  Political  Register  (l8Gl),  p.  59;  (1S65), 
■p.  59,' 

3,   Ibid.  (1905),  p.  312, 

^*      't'he' Chicago  Daily  Ncv.-s  Almanac  (lQ17),  p.  431. 

5.  Ibid.  (1925),  p,  714;  (TS29J,  p,  690, 

6.  Ibid.  (1953),  p.  688, 

7.  Ibi^,  (1937),  p.  795, 

8.  "Ypce   by  Counties  for  President,"  Chicago  Daily  News,  Final  Edition, 

h'ovem.bcr  6,  1940.   The  vote  in  33  out  of  the  county's  35  precincts 
v/as  14,261  for  Roosevelt  and  12,016  for  Willkie. 

9.  See  George  Malcolm  Stephenson,  History  of  American  In3i;ig.ration, 
T820-1924. 
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judf^es,  or  tov/nship  supenrisors,  v/as  to  provide  for  the  needy.  The  poor 
of  the  county,  during;  the  period  of  an  abundance  of  game  and  cheap  lands, 
were  the  aged,  infirm,  orphans,  and  minors  whose  parents  were  unable  to 
support  them.  These  wore  placed  in  private  homes  and  thoir  guardians 
were  paid  from  the  county  treasury.  In  general  the  poor  lavjs  brought  to 
Illinois  from  Virginia  -  which  v/ere  based  on  the  still  older  English  Poor 
Laws  -  were  follov;ed.  Some  of  the  early  legislation  vjhich  affected  the 
practice  of  handling  the  poor  in  the  county  were  the  law  of  1807  of  the 
Indiana  territorial  legislature  providing  for  the  farming  out  of  persons 
who  had  become  public  charges  to  the  lowest  bidders  and  for  the  letting 
out  of  the  orphaned  and  needy  children  by  the  ovorsoors  of  the  poor  as 
indentured  servants  or  apprentices,  and  the  Illinois  lav;s  of  1835  and 

1839  authorizing  the  county  authorities  to  establish  poor  houses, 1  Before 

1840  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  Franklin  were  responsible  for  finding 
homes  for  the  indigent;  after  that  yorr  the  county  overseer  of  the  poor 
was  appointed  by  the  board  to  coordinate  tho  activities  of  tho  justices,^ 

During  tho  first  fow  decades  thnvo   was  an  unusually  small  number  of 
indigents  requiring  aid.  Between  1839  and  1845  only  three  such  cases  are 
mentioned  in  the  county  records, ^  Those  wore  given,  it  seoms,  exemplary 
care.  Besides  food  and  lodging  the  clauses  in  tho  quarterly  contracts 
between  tho  county  and  tho  parties  responsible  for  tho  poor  required  that 
they  be  given  a  large  variety  of  -^ood  clothing  to  conform  to  the  style 
and  season.  In  one  case  it  v<as  contracted  that  the  poor  person  was  to  be 
fitted  v/ith  a  pair  of  shoes,  stockings,  worsted  pantaloons,  tivo  shirts 
and  a  seal  skin  cap.  Toward  summer  he  was  to  be  given  "one  new  cotton 
shirt,  one  palmeto  hat,  one  linen  roundabout  suitable  for  summer  wear," 
At  another  time  the  same  indigent  was  to  be  furnished  with  "one  now  frock 
coat,  1  pantaloon,  1  vest,  1  pr»  v;oolen  socks,  1  woolen  hat,"*  In  the 
case  of  another  indigent  he  was  to  bo  given  "one  linsey  jeans  coat  of  a 
brown  colour,  one  pair  of  pantaloons  of  the  same  one  waistcoat  also  of  the 
same  cloth,  one  good  nev;  pair  of  shoos  and  one  pair  of  good  new  socks  •  ,  ( 
all  of  v;hich  clothing  shall  be  v.'sll  made  after  tha  form  and  fashion  of 
the  country," 5 

It  was  not  until  1861  that  a  poor  farm  v/as  purchased  consisting  of 
120  acres  and  located  in  Benton  Township,  This  farm  had  23  persons 
living  on  it  in  1886  of  whom  3  were  blind  and  G  insane,^ 


1,  Pope « s  Digest,  1815,  v,  II,  in  Collections  of  the  Illinois  State 
HTstorical  Library,  XXX,  Law  Scries,  IV,  37'S74"^500j  L.  183f?,  p,  66, 
67,  L,  1839,  p.  138-40, 

2,  (County  Court  Record),  v,  D  (1838-46),  p,  87-106,  in  Supervisors' 
Record  see  entry  2, 

3,  Ibid.,  p.  24,30,445, 

4,  Ibid.,  p,  175,199,200,230. 

5,  Ibid,,  p.  353. 

6,  History  of  Franklin  County,  p.  366. 
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Relief  and  Recovery  Pro.airam 
after  1929 

The  depression  of  1929  worked  considerable  havoc  among  the  citizenry 
of  Franklin  Co-unty  for  the  figures  of  June,  19^  sho"'  that  more  than  thirty 
percent  of  the  1930  population  received  sonie  form  of  public  assist.ance 
while  the  percentage  in  the  state  was  ahout  thirteen.  The  19,1^1  nersons 
receiving  public  assistance  in  19'-^0  were  distributed  among  the  aid  agencies 
as  follows;   6,928,  general  relief;  11,393.  Work  Projects  Administration; 
1,720,  old  age  assistpjice;  IU9,  mothers'  pensions;  pad   US,  blind  pensions,! 
The  V/PA  has  made  some  important  contributions  in  repairing  roads  and  high- 
ways, building  ne^   bridges,  viaducts,  and  other  -oublic  structures;  and 
in  providing  many  social  services  for  the  people  in  the  county. 2 


County  Finances 

Sources  of  County  Income  in 
Early  Days 

The  vsxious  county  institutions,  like  the  poor  farm,  were  supiDortod 
from  the  revenue  accruing  to  the  county.  As  was  not  infrequent  in  frontier 
society  the  scarcit?/-  of  "hard"  money  often  meant  that  taXFs  were  paid  in 
kind;   deer,  bear,  and  coon  skins,  and  wolf  scalps.  Income  from  assessments 
on  personal  property  was  by  far  greater  than  from  assessments  on  land  since 
BO  much  of  the  land  '^a,d  not  been  entered  -  the  title  still  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  national  or  state  governments  exempting  the  land  from* taxation. 
The  financial  report  of  the  county  collector,  Benjamin  Smith,  in  1839 
discloses  that  the  sijm  of  ^l,'^k^,Gj   was  collected  ( see  Table  l).  The  tax 
rate  was  one  half  of  one  percent  of  the  assessed  vaJue  for  the  county  (which 
would  amount  to  $1,755.65,  the  gross  collectable  sujn) ,  and  one  fifth  of  one 
percent  for  the  state.  Assessments  were  mat^e  on  the  following  classes  of 


1.  Illinois  Emerr^ency  nelief  Commission,  Monthly  Bulletin  on  Relief 
Statistics  (July,  19Uo) ,  VII,  No.  7,120.  The  obligations  in  the  county 
against  state  and  local  funds  for  general  relief  d.uring  the  month  of 
July  alone  amounted  to  $59,5^2.^2;  the  county  assumed  for  its  part  a 
very  small  share  of  this  amovmt:   $2,962.05.  For  the  year  ending  June, 
I9U0  the  total  sum  expended  for  the  public  assistance  program,  including 
the  administrative  expense;' ,  was  $709, '^51  •  The  co\inty  contributed 
$U9,328  to  this  sum;  the  balance  came  from  state  funds  (ibid .  .  r,.   12"S) . 

2.  A.  G.   Foote,  ?.er)ort  of  kh   Years  WPA  Work  in  Franklin  County,  o.  1. 
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TABL3  I:  AS33SS?fflNTS  AK)  TOLLECTIONS,  1839 


Item 

Assessed 

Collected 

Personal  Property 
Land 

$260,888,855 
8U. 231.  515 

$862.8100 
691 . 2U75 

Total 
j   Minus  Delinquencies 

$3^5.130.37 

$1,55^.0575 
10.3875 

j     Net  Collected    i 

.«l,  5^3.67        1 

personal  property:   ".  .  .  stud  horses,  teams  of  mules,  horses,  cattle  and 
servants,  and  colonial  clocks,  money  actually  loaned,  stock  in  trade  and 
other  distinctions  of  tpaable  prouerty  of  the  Stock  of  Incor-oorate  Companies 
.  .  .  pjid  the  ve,lue  of  other  kind  of  personal  property  not  heroin  enumerated."^ 
Additional  income  from  license  fees  and  from  fines  for  assault  and  battery, 
peddling  ^vithout  a  license,  violation  of  the  strpy  law  for  pjiinals,  and  other 
more  unusual  infractions  of  the  law  helDed  iceep  the  county  "out  of  the  red.  "3 

Balance  Sheet,  I8UI 

A  bettor  cross  section  of  the  financial  sit\iation  in  Franklin  County 
mty  be  obtained  from  the  report  of  December,  I8U1  presented  to  the  county 
board  by  Coionty  Clerk  Simon  M.  Hubbard  (Table  II).   To  the  recort  the  clerh: 


1.  (County  Court  Record),  v,  D  (1838-46),  p.  121,122,125,  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  see  entry  2.   The  entering  of  land  in  Franklin  County  was 
■unusually  slow  as  compared  to  the  progress  in  other  counties  - 
probably  because  of  the  late  coming  of  the  railroad.  This  also  helps 
to  explain  the  great  disparity  between  the  income  from  assessments  on 
pergonal  property  and  on  land  as  illustrated  in  this  table. 

2.  (County  Court  Record),  v.  D  (1838-45),  p.  25,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  199;  ibid,  (v.  not  lettered,  1845-50),  p.  31.  An  exceptionally 
high  fine  of  $20  was  imposed  in  one  case  on  the  unusual  char,-::e  of  betting 
on  the  outcome  of  an  election  (ibid).  Another  \in\isual  charge  was  usury 
for  which  Anarius  Blkins  vras  fined  $4.28  (ibid. ,  p.  68).  Fees  for  licenses 
for  taverns,  of  which  there  were  a  large  n-ojiibar  in  the  co\inty,  were  $250 
per  year  in  1838  and  $24  in  1844.   The  tavernliecpers  were  required  to 
post  bonds  of  $300  and  upv/ards  ,  the  condition  of  vrhich  that  the  proprietor 
"shall  not  keep  about  his  house  any  riot  or  fighting  and  by  no  means  keep 

a  disorderly  house"  (ibid. ,  v.  D  [1838-46],  p.  8,339). 
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TABLE  II:   BALANCE  SHEET,  LECEMBER,  ISUl^ 


i 

Assets 

Liatilities  and   Proprietorship 

John  B.   Madclox,    treas. 

$  2U0.OO 

Coujity  Orders: 

$  lhk.G9 

Revenue   for  ISUl   in 

Unredeemed 

Collector's   Kane's 

938.  ^W-r 

ISUl,    for  Poor 

18.311: 

Locket   and  Jury  Fees 

9^.75 

Roads   and  Bridges 

90.75 

Rent   of   Stove 

U.50 

Fees: 

W.    Allon,   Late    Sheriff 

Judges  and    Clerks 

^1.75 

in  Arrears 

560.51 

Sheriff. 

38.50 

Fines  Assessed  "by- 

Constables 

71.20 

Justices  of   the  Peace 

3S.00 

Grand  and  Petit  Jurors 

270.00 

Fines  Assessed  before 

Jail 

3.50 

Circuit   Court 

120.00 

Assessors 

Eastern  District 

17.50 

Western  Listrict 

12.50 

Salaries 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court 

30.00 

Judges  of  Comn.    Court 

117.50 

Franklin  County 

kUh.sk 

$1,996.10^ 

$1,996.10^ 

added  three  notes:   (l)  the  amount  oved  by  Willis  Allen,  former  sheriff, 
was  "supposed  to  be  doubtful";  (2)  many  of  the  fines  assessed  were 
uncollectable  because  of  the  insolvency  of  the  debtors;  and  (3)  the 
collector's  fees  and  delinquencies  on  the  part  of  taxpayers  were  still 
to  be  deducted.^   In  other  words,  the  financial  situation  in  the  coxmty 
was  not  nearly  a.s  good  as  a  rough  glance  at  the  proprietorship  item  on 
the  balance  sheet  would  indicate, 

Com-parative  Statistical  Tables 
of  Taxable  Property  Lists 

The  assessed  property  items  included  in  the  above-mentioned  report  of 
1839  were  expanded  e.nd  altered  in  subsequent  listings  of  taxable  property 
showing  the  economic  changes  which  were  taking  place  in  the  county.   In 
this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  items  listed  in  I9OO, 
1919,  and  1939  (Table  III)  with  those  in  I85U  (Table  IV). 


(County  Court  Record),  v.  D  (I838-U6),  p.  193,19U.  The  figure  of 
$1,996.10|-  in  the  Liabilities  and  Proprietorship  section  is  given  here 
as  it  stands  in  the  county  record.   The  correct  figure,  however,  is 
$1,951.10-?.:, 
Ibid.,  p.  19U. 


-  24  - 


in 


cr- 


o 
o 


tn 


o 

Eh 
CO 


a, 
o 
ai 

Oh 

o 

f/3 

t/5 

CO 

w 

< 


s 


t3    C 

U     O 

m       t  m 

m      o  \r\      o       m      o  o 

O 

mirv 

ifMTN      m 

Ifl      -r-l 

■v> 

CU          CM  vD 

00       60  o       CM      ^       ir  cr> 

J- 

M3 

oo 

^ 

00          CTN 

/)      -IJ 

r--        o  O 

60         CT^  m        r<-N        00         Lnro 

r^ 

LTiO 

CM 

r-l             J- 

S       3 

a 

•              •      ♦              »              •              *      * 

* 

* 

*              » 

•r4 

iTi         O  LPv 

1 ITN  rH 

O       oj  iT^       CM       00       cr  J- 

CJ> 

CM 

rvj 

1-1          CTN 

/)      ^ 

jt           >-t       cr      \£>       c\i^x> 

1-1 

r-l 

CM 

r-l              r-\ 

««!    aJ 

C\J                     r-l 

r^                     CM                     r- 

r^ 

> 

(0 

(0 

--•           00    m 

CM         v^  iTv 

m      o  o 

^  ^1 

0) 

J-        CT  r-- 

3    ° 

u 

o^      ^^  <r> 

■ 

3 

o 

a                                       ^ 

•              •      •> 

z 

•a; 

m           cr> 

^       (M  ir\ 

•  c 

CO 

PL,  .rH 

M 

m     1 

1                   (1)                  1                 .M 

1 

o 

(U    c 

^          t.         Vh          3    to 

a  <D 

to 

o 

*>    o 

-d            -o 

fl        o  0)  ri5        ey  Id 

O  Q 

4-> 

■u 

O     CO 

B 

u        a             c 

c                  3          to    9   r-^                  O 
CO              lSi              -u    C8        o8  c5 

•  i-H 

.r-4 

to 

a  iH 

0) 

0)              n                     £0 

*J    T< 

T3 

CO 

a> 

■u 

U)             m 

^  § 

ca 

a) 

0)    TJ 

"8  &< 

HH 

G   in    u)    9)    (0    w 

tn         to                   og  -rt    c    CO 

*i 

u 

1-1    c 

4)     o   ^     to   >-(    0) 

a}p.4Jiviuai        C04J     •     • 

rHa)tOCtO&        •iiCOU.CV 

no 

•  H 

o 

x>  o 

•  u   >, 

u^ 

M  *J     O    OJ  *>    to 

O   Xi 

CO 

«3  nq 

CO      «     4J 

t-^ 

to    3    d    3  4->    (h 

3a)0-'^33<«3»Htt)oto 

U     CO 

o 

■tJ 

X 

t»o  x:  r-l 

cr 

<0  --<(-.  pQ    CO    o 

S^O    k    o*j«wPh   IUV-.    co-d 

pL,    (0 

PL 

<u 

CO  -a 

*->   ■»•>    (0 

^ 

D-,          6h           O   DC 

to        lo  re        O        0^       S  2 

o 

a 

Bi 

2  O 

T 

3    H 

r-—  CTn  r<^  O  U> 

iTNCMin        CMCM         r<^               i-ir-< 

m  c7>  cr> 

00 

( 

U     O 

O  "O  ro  m  o 

i-tCMCM          OCT         r-l               J^-OO 

r— 

00 

to 

.■T> 

( 

/]      .rH 

■«» 

^  r^vjO  CO  00 

cr-ooi —      om      r<~v           mo 

CTNCM 

cr> 

CM 

( 

/]      *i 

•     *     »     *     * 

•    **        •>»        »             •»* 

«k 

* 

!^  g 

a 

f*  oj  CM  r^  r«- 

CVJr-iCM         CT"'-'        VD                r--r<^ 

1 — 

\o 

< 

•H 

^  ino       vr» 

CM                 r^  o                      r-l  lr^ 

CVJ 

( 

n     r-i 

CM  OJ   ^ 

CM 

o 

< 

"^ 

r-t 

I 

H 

^  r~-  cr>^  r^ 

oor-icM       oom      cr           ooitn 

lO  r-l 

r-( 

c 

L) 

m 

so  Si  r^-X)  60 

cr  00  cr-      r-< ^       r^          a>o 

CM 

4 
f 

3     U 

3    ° 

(^  CrN-::t   f^  r^ 

VD    O   CM    rH    CO 

CM  LTN        f^               00  j- 

f^  1-1            r-l                     r>^  rH 

vXl 

*2 

2 

•a; 

r-l 

S 

CO                     (0 

r-<   -d                                             1 

TJ 

es 

•o 

03                      0) 

to         ^    d                                  CO 
(h        (0   S       to  -o            s 

§ 

*i 

ID    >« 

o!                C 

Xi 

♦J   *> 

B 

t3                 tjfli-l                 i0t4Q          CW) 

CO 

to 

v 

•r-l 

o 

(0    ti 

u  a> 

<u 

§                W 

•H        tj   o        1— *             fld   c   to 

3  to 

m 

Uh 

«   o. 

-u 

o         ht)Ocopqcoia        ••hoj 

•iH 

® 

B   o 

•-H 

CO     V 

PQ         (DcflcoirjiJM+jCto 

•r^       C 

£ 

4^ 

3 

3   u 

»  rH    m    o.        B 

01  -H^    o:e£    O    C**'^    o 

T)  ca 

o 

c 

r-l 

C   Oh 

cr> 

CO  4J    0}    c    ca    CO 

t3a)<-'t.t>0Ocjo->-4--ij::c 

o    (vo 

§ 

0) 

(0 

W 

.— I 

^1    *J    r-H     03     ttD    ID 

C<M'-ifi    COEH+Ji-ifr    cocO 

rH     ^ 

■!-» 

> 

CT> 

o  <a  0  x:  o  *i 

<0e0-<aJB:p<0O(Dbi:         •<i 

»    O 

^ 

<0 

rH 

m  o  a  00  ac  to 

to  m  o       ^  &       CO            pL, 

?s 

Fh 

^ 

3    C 

^  J-  O  D  r<^ 

UJQlTv        VD          (T          mo          O 
mOrH          l>i^         00          CMvX)          CM 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

00 

< 

J    o 

t-^UD    X)   CM  J- 

VD 

f 

0     .r4 

w- 

ifS  r«-  r«~\  60  CM 

r-l    rO                  r-(           r<^          O  J-            r-t 

M^O 

r^ 

p^ 

( 

■^     *» 

*           •           •           »           » 

•                        *           »           »     »            * 

*     •> 

» 

• 

c 

'J  g 

a 

CTs  --t   'XD   CM   t«^ 

CM                       J-          CM          lTmH          OJ 

r^MJ 

^ 

CM 

( 

•i-t 

UTN-*    i-H           i-M 

1-1 

vD  r-"^ 

en 

f«^ 

;5   i-H 

iH 

r-t 

>5    «I 

> 

( 

■4 

CM  f-H  -o  iTN  cr 

cr- O  ^^       J-        ro       mr«~v      j- 

r-l 

<] 

D 

m 

3-  ^  ftO  lr^o^ 

^        *        »        *        • 

^  CVI              r^       cr-        r-r^       CM 

E 

3     h 

ITN       J-        v^              J- 

•          »          • 

^ 

3 

O 

_;  r-4  r/>i  -jO 

^<-^           r-l            r-l 

:z 

; 

<; 

/-(               1-1 

CO 

10 

1        1  tJ 

0) 

« 

^    >k          ID 

CO                to 

rH  ts                                            rJ 

t3 

i    >H    3    CO 

(0                    0} 

to        x>   c                                 c 

0) 

>« 

>t 

<!               C 

(h         eo   to        "b                        cO 

■»J 

4J     3) 

3     QJ    r-H     U 

*J 

E 

•H 

0)         Eh                5           1 

1-4                     CD             cO             CO                     CO 

CO 

tM 

(0 

^   to 

C    P.  .-0    <U 

»H 

o 

TS                     tU) 

d) 

o 

(l 

«     tH 

0)  o  >   e 

<0 

*^ 

.,     ^     ^                    f^ 

O         U    1^  w    m    m         CO         Qoi 
PQ         tO(OC<u^(>oajco^c 

CO 

<1> 

c  tH        3 

o. 

t—i 

mH 

V 

p 

o  c 

3    Oh    1-1     C 

o 

CO     IB 

J5 

3 

p 

h    CO 

CO    V 

(h 

4>    rH     U)     p4            B 

io-rt.,-1    oxioccotdco 

0) 

1— 1 

c: 

a.  J3 

fci  T(  *>   a 

Pu 

o 

CO    -U     4>     IP     CO     CQ 

tJUJr-lt,      linOO-i-l.r-ICOt»fl 

CtMi-ih    rt*Ji-i»j::cOi-i»i 

§ 

CO 

r^ 

o 

4)    4)    o  rD 

o 

(h    «J    rH     «>      ikO    a> 

> 

u 

j::   -tJ   Eh 

CT> 

0(0  3  x:  o  +j 

cOcO-rHcfltncoooOM-iaiO 

u 

0) 

4J      CO 

iH 

ru  o  2  to  n:  CO 

to  pq  O        t  -        to        a,  3 

ft 

2 

o 

-   25  - 


o 

ir\  Lf^lr^  o 

LPvO 

— *~ 

o 

o 

o 

r- 

1 

r^ 

~— 

""■ 

o 

CM 

r—  CO 

O 

cr  r— 

.— 1 

r^  lP\  LPi ' — 

r-l 

CO 

cr, 

j:!-  J- 

ru 

CO  U) 

» 

1 

iH 

r-  ro  p^ 

1 

f^ 

ir. 

•t 

«> 

» 

* 

* 

•k 

• 

«k 

» 

» 

r— 

LTN 

r^-O 

cr  1-^ 

1 

J- 

O^ 

i-H 

I 

^ 

iH 

nj 

cr  r^  c\j 

I — 

r— ! 

1—1 

r— 

I— 1 

-=r 

r~\ 

J- 

cr  J- 

I 

r^  O 

o 

o 

» 

«> 

^ 

» 

» 

.-( 

ru 

CVJ 

1— ( 

f^ 

1-1 

OJ 

60 

CjOU3 

so  v£) 

J- 

CO 

1 

^ 

I-H 

^ 

1 

I 

T3l    ■' 
0) 

X 

CO 

Tl 

0} 

P. 

1 

1—1 

fO 

o 

>, 

1-^ 

C 

w 

•tJ 

tn 

o 

p. 

CO 

0} 

^^    -4J 

>s 

CO 

+j 

CO 

o 

4-> 

n 

« 

u 

o 

o 

0) 

+i 

o  •■-< 

-t> 

T} 

I-:) 

c 

-»-> 

ta 

-d 

h-l 

C 

Oi 

^ 

o 

0) 

w 

^  .-1 

r-l 

tn 

Q) 

<L) 

x: 

0) 

<D 

0) 

1 

1 

cu 

^ 

03 

-U    -r-i 

CO 

<P 

> 

■n 

E 

bi) 

w 

> 

-d 

E 

r— 1 

«! 

I-'. 

03    -U 

C 

.f-4 

z- 

<0 

CD 

■H 

CO 

O 

9) 

0) 

■n 

to 

;Q 

o 

rH 

>J 

« 

aj  t) 

o 

•»J 

u 

> 

> 

« 

0) 

U 

> 

> 

c 

■!-> 

C 

CO 

-l-> 

>» 

■tJ 

E 

n 

r-l 

p- 

c- 

O 

hJ 

p. 

ro 

o 

o 

lO 

o 

O 

>. 

*j 

u 

iH 

-iH 

c      • 

(-< 

(0 

e 

u 

lU 

,-1 

E 

4J 

u 

u 

t^ 

l-q 

0) 

■u 

o 

(U 

P 

R   ^ 

a; 

c 

'r-t 

p 

P- 

« 

1-1 

•  rt 

o 

p 

p 

(l 

^ 

Eh 

a 

v-'    P3  &. 

<u 

c 

E 

E 

c 

f-* 

a 

h:| 

E 

E 

tii 

s 

l» 

tu 

o 

Pu 

a, 

:^ 

1 1 

t— * 

o 

o 

:= 

»— ( 

l-H 

« 

cu 

J- 

r—  ftO 

r-( 

O 

V£) 

-d- 

1^  ro 

^ 

ao 

rH 

iO 

cr 

•jO 

^ 

CM 

ITN 

* 

• 

m 

» 

» 

tiO 

crvD 

V£) 

crv 

K^  00  v£> 

CT^ 

o 

J- 

OJ 

LTN 

CM 

r-t 

n 

• 

•> 

* 

«k 

«• 

11 

K\cr  j- 

t-- 

CO 

H 

— 

— 

1-1 



rM 

— 

— 

— 

m 



— 

r-H 

— 

— 

— 

( 

x) 

CO 

x) 

rH 

^ 

1 

d 

-*J 

C 

3i 

TJ 

tJ 

v 

p 

cC 

o 

■— 1 

CO 

>» 

CD 

a) 

a. 

o 

h^ 

^A 

OS 

c 

>j 

Pi 

01 

N 
•iH 

0) 

«l-4 

(X, 

tM 

Cm 

c 

-u 

(=) 

0) 

0) 

i-i 

3 

o 

c 

O 

w 

^ 

0) 

P 

to 

S 

1—1 

--1  >J 

u 

0) 

-C) 

:3 

c 

m 

-•fl 

11 

4) 

ca  -iJ 

<D 

03 

0) 

p. 

G 

1— 1 

u 

«; 

cy> 

ll 

;3 

C    ^1 

P) 

3 

a, 

o 

CO 

CO 

CL, 

r^l 

H 

rH 

O     0) 

r-t 

rH 

^ 

1-1 

> 

« 

«] 

w 

cC 

CC 

UJ 

Dh 

11 

> 

> 

> 

« 

OJ 

J- 

ru 

VX) 

o 

-* 

-:t 

J- 

m: 

VT) 

1^^^ 

a- 

CM 

ru 

J- 

J- 

-^ 

r~ 

LO  <-l 

^ 

^JD 

o 

VX) 

O 

r~ 

» 

» 

•t 

^ 

K 

» 

•t 

» 

^^ 

r^-* 

1—1 

^ 

N^ 

cr 

rH 

6C 

cr- 

.-H 

i-H 

r^ 

X) 

r— 1 

CTN 

a 

ru 

^ 

1— ( 

r- 

'~ 

J- 

r— 

i-H 

1-^ 

J3- 

r— 

roO 

J- 

J- 

1-1 

U> 

J- 

i—f 

iTs 

r'— 

CO 

ir\ 

» 

» 

» 

-«. 

J- 

in 

cn 

rH 

C)0 

r^ 

ir\ 

iH 

cu 

1 

-8 

c 

G 

1 

S 

(D 

01 

c 

0) 

a) 

& 

01 

g; 

G 

r-^ 

0 

>j 

TJ 

ta 

•r) 

c 

*j 

o 

-u 

O 

O 

r-l 

i-H 

.-1  4J 

§ 

H^ 

C 

& 

3 

Eh 

o 

c-" 

>> 

02 

>» 

CO  > 

CO 

as    (^ 

(0 

o 

»-:i 

H^l 

■tJ 

U 

+5 

> 

O     p- 

t-q 

t3 
0) 

h^ 

e^ 

>> 

■n 

>> 

1 

•rH 

o 

0] 

0) 

lU 

1  t 
a 

iH 

0]      O 

Ti 

> 

r-t 

TJ 

+J 

> 

4-» 

1-1 

4-> 

p 

1-1  c 

IS 

u    u 

0) 

o 

CO 

a> 

•rl 

o 

■r-t 

CO 

•n 

O 

o 

o 

CO   c 

♦> 

<B  a. 

> 

S-, 

4J 

> 

O 

^ 

o 

4J 

c 

-^1 

u 

-u  (- 

O 

fu 

o 

p 

o 

o 

p 

o 

CO 

0) 

Cu 

0& 

fri 

6 

E-4 

l-H 

Xf 

a 

E 

c 

(0 

6-< 

0) 

4 

iH 

o 

CO 

en 

cr  ao 

OJ    1-1 

1-1   CJ 

r-t    1-1 
rH    CM 

r-{    iH 

r-t    CM 

1-1  J-  ir> 

r-f^    O 
r-l        »  1-1 

50  J-        . 

o     -  a 

f-l  l^ 

•  r<->     » 

ir\    »vx) 

1-1  ro  cr 
-    "I-I 

r^  r-l 

O  ro  "O 

r-l      .  G 

cr  to 

•  CM 

p-      ir> 
•  rn 

•  PiCr 
O        r-* 
O 
—   ~    m 

u 


cr  cr 

r-t    i-t 

cr-. 


o 

G  -!-> 

O  U 

03  O      _ 

CO  P^  E 

(O  (U 


05     CO 

C 
C 

•d   -4 

I) 

<u 

o 

o 

u 

CL, 


-l-> 

p 

03 

a) 

U 

rt 

f-t 

&i 

r-l 

CO 

«> 

:3 

c 

c 

o 

•  iH 

-5 

G 
O 

•rH 

-U     03 

05      03  £ 

N     -rH  JJ 

•-<       E  C 

r-t     E  (U 

(0      O  <P 

w    X  M 

£0  ••-' 

<M  Eh  W 
O 

to  x) 

Td    -iH  C 

»H       P  tOl 

CO    C 

o  -rH  x: 

m  1-1  4J 

1-1  c 

(1)  t-t  O) 

>J  03 

CO     •-  -fJ 

■u  Ol  c 

M  J-  OJ 

1-1  h- 

03        •  03 

•rH    00  to 

o  r-o 

c  <-<  - 

•rt      .  E 

1-1^0) 

1-1  r^  t3 


-   26  - 


Historical   Sketch 


TABLE  IV:      TAXABLE  PHOPERTY  LIST,    18541 


Anount  of 

CollectpMo 

Item 

Number 

Taxes   ($.35 
per   $100) 

Horses 

2,762 

$1,032.20 

Mules  ?nd  Assess 

380 

172.57 

Cattle 

9,277 

813.67 

Sheep 

7,529 

75.29 

Hogs 

29,142 

301.53 

Crxri-ViOs   -^nd  Vrigons 

595 

201.38 

Clocks  "lid  Watches 

528 

36.69 

Goods   ^nd  Merch?jidise 

153.80 

Manufrxitured  Articles 

31.26 

Monies   rnd  Credit 

356.16 

Unenumcrnted  Property 

448.58 

Ji^grcgp.te 

$3,623.13 

Deductions 

109.11 

Tot?l 

$3,514.02 

Total  Vplue  of  Lands 

3,804.51 

Totfd  V?lue  of  Town  Lots 

218.89 

Total  Vf<lue  of  Reel   ond  Per- 

sonal Property 

$7,537.42 

Stp.te  Trjc  ?.t   $0.49   l/3 

$3,718.46 

Comty   T^x  f>.t  $0.35 

2,638.10 

Total  T^  Levied 

$6,356.56 

'                                                                                                                                                                                                           : 

1.      Coianty  Court  Record,   v,    D,   p.    56,    in  Supervisors'    Record,    see  entry  2. 
The  figure  $7,537.42  is  probr-hly   the  gross   total   t-^  levied  r.nd  the 
$6,356.56  is  probably   the  net   tot?JL   tax  levied.      The  revenue  from  the 
swamp  lands  given   to   the  states  by  Congress  in  1850,    rjid  by  the  St?.to 
of  Illinois   to   the  counties  in  1852,    helped  bolster  up   the  county's 
income.      Vrrious  st^te  Inws  provided  thr.t  the  funds  realized  from   the 
sales  be  used  for   the  construction  of  levees  and  drainage,    for  the 
building  of  bridges  and  ropds,    ?jid  for   the  promotion  of  education, 
"or  for  such  other  p\irposes   .-\s  may  bo  deemed  expedient  by   the  [county] 
courts"  (L.    1852,   p.   178;    L.    1857,   p.   122;    L.    1859.   p.    201.202).      In 
1852  the  Frfjiklin  county  board    appointed  Levi  Brovning  as  drainage  com- 
missioner in   charge  of  the  40,416  acres  received  by   the  county.      In 
the  final  report  which  he  filed  he  showed  tliat  he  had  disposed  of   the 
lends  at  prices  vs>xying  from  $0.25  to   $4.25  per   acre,    and  that   the 
total  proceeds  amounted  to   $20,466.83  (ibid.,   p.    371,423;    History  of 
Fr-'.nklin  Cou^ity.   p.    354). 
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Rise  of  Social  Institutions  -  School  and  Church 

County  Control  of 
Education 

The  increase  of  wealth  in  Franklin  County,  as  shown  by  the  tajcable 
property  lists,  affected  the  growth  of  schools,  churches,  and  other  social 
institutions.   The  very  earliest  log-cabin  schools,  the  first  of  which  was 
probably  the  one  started  in  the  Launis  settlement  in  1818,  were  subscrip- 
tion schools.  Although  the  national  government  was  liberal  in  makirig 
land  grants  for  school  purposes,  the  people  of  the  local  oonnnunity  did 
not  always  feel  that  they  were  in  a  position  to  impose  additional  taxes  to 
support  public  schools.   The  progressive  act  of  1825,  for  example  provided 
for  the  establishment  of  tax-supported  schools,  but  in  1827  the  section 
dealing  with  finances  was  amended  taking  the  bottom  out  of  th«  earlier 
act.   The  act  of  1827  also  allowed  the  officials  of  the  county  to  sell 
the  school  lands, ^  and  within  a  short  period  of  time  the  7,680  acres  of 
Congressional  school  lands  were  sold  for  a  total  sum  of  only  $6,888  - 
according  to  one  source,'^   Later  state  lav;s  dealing  v/ith  education 
continued  the  general  policy  of  allowing  the  local  citizens  to  control 
their  educational  institutions  through  the  ballot  box;  and,  as  the  reports 
of  the  school  commissioners  in  the  first  years  show,  much  more  attention 
was  given  to  the  problems  connected  \7ith  the  sale  of  lands,  the  terms  of 
the  sales,  the  expenditure  of  funds,  and  the  officials'  fees  and  expenses 
than  to  those  dealing  vrith  the  curriculum  and  general  adni.nistration.^ 

It  was  not  until  the  act  of  1855  was  passed,  providing  for  tax-support- 
ed schools  supervised  by  the  state  superintendent  of  schools,  for  state 
certification  of  teachers,  and  for  the  keeping  of  records  of  attendance 
and  promotion  that  the  county  saw  the  establishm.ent  of  an  elementary 
school  system,^'  Table  V  shows  the  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of 
schools,  pupils,  and  teachers  in  Franklin  County  from  1869  to  1920  (as  well 
as  data  for  the  years  after  1220 ), 

The  number  of  pupils  during  tl'.e  period  1901-1929  more  than  trebled, 
reflecting,  in  part,  the  influx  into  the  countj'  of  m^ny  imn"dgrants  to 
work  in  the  coal  mines.   These  immigrants  added  to  the  number  of  illiterate 
in  the  county  (in  1934  the  percent  of  illiterate  inhabitants  in  Franklin 


1.  L.  1825,  p.  121;  R.L.  1827,  p.  364,365, 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  366-68, 

3.  History  of  Franklin  County,  p.  419,420.   See  also  R.L,  1829,  p.  150-58; 
L.  1845,  p.  51-74. 

4.  (County  Court  Record),  v.  D  (1838-46),  p,  16,17,19,20,79,103,  in 
Supervisors' 'Record,  see  entry  2, 

5.  L,  1855,  p,  51ff. 
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County  W'-^.s  3.6).-^  After  1929  the  economic  deprGssion  cr.usod  r,  decline  in 
the  expenditures  for  educr.tion,  ns  well  r,s  -",  very  sizer.blc  dccrcr.so  in  the 
district  tax  levy  for  school  purposes. 

Higher  Educ.",ti on 

Secondr.ry  cducp.tional  institutions,  like  elementr.ry  educr.tionr,l  ones, 
did  not  fr,re  well  dtiring  the  r,ntc-bellum  period.   Although  permission  vir.s 
grmted  to  several  institutions  of  the  secondary  level  to  open  their  doors 
(Prrjiklin  Institute,  1855;  Frrjiklin  Academy,  1839;  Brainhridgc  Academy, 
1839;  Benton  Academy,  1841;  and  Fpjicy  Farm  College,  1841),  none  had  any 
real  existence  other  thrji  on  paper. 2 

Swing  College,  established  in  1867  "by  Professor  John  Washburn,  was 
the  first  secondary  institution  which  functioned  in  the  county.  In  1874 
it  became  the  collegiate  division  of  Swing  High  School  only  to  lose  its 
sepa,rate  identity  within  a  few  years. "^  For  university  training  some  of 
the  coTonty's  youth  went  to  the  University  of  Illinois  ~  there  were  65 
Franklin  students  in  attendance,  on  the  average,  during  the  years  1923- 
1932.4 

Workingmon'  s  Institute,  1^858 

A  very  interesting  experiment  in  a,dult  education  took  place  in 
Franklin  County  when,  as  a  result  of  the  will  of  a  certain  William  McClure 
of  Posey  County,  Indiana,  a  bequest  w?,s  left  for  the  benefit  of  orgpjiizing 
a  workingraen's  literary  society.   In  September,  1858  a  society  was 
organized  calling  itself  the  "Workingman' s  Institute  of  Franklin  County." 
The  officers  were:   Charles  Huntgate,  chairman;  James  M.  Bailey,  secretary; 
and  G-eorge  A.  Martin,  assistrjit  secretary.   The  lengthy  constitution, 
drawn  up  by  John  McLe?ji,  H?jidonis  Johnson,  pud  Silas  Jones  suggested  that 
the  society  "be  composed  entirely  of  men  who  work  with  their  hands,"  pjid 
that  the  purpose  was  to  exercise  the  members  in  "reading,  declrjnation, 
composition,  original  oration,  and  debate,"  No  further  data  is  ^available 
on  the  future  proceedings  of  this  rather  -unusual  debating  society.^ 


1.  University  of  Illinois,  College  of  Ag,riculture,  Information  Pertaining 
to  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  Area  7C,  p,  45,   (Hereinafter  cited  as 
Farm,  Home  and  Coi.inunity, } 

2.  rrT83"57T.~TlT2 ;  Priv.  L.  1G59,  p.  168,2305  L.  1841,  p.  20, G3. 

3.  History  of  I-'ranklin  County,  p,  421;  Aiken,  Franklin  County  History, 
p.  145. 

4.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  45. 

5.  County  Court  Record,  v,  D,  p.  317-33,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2, 
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Early  Church  Denominations 

Unliko  the  early  apathy  tov.-ard  the  establishment  of  schools,  the  early 
settlors  wore  not  slov;  in  organizing  themselves  into  church  groups.  Among 
the  early  settlers  v/ere  ministers  belonging  to  the  Baptist,  ?!ethodist, 
and  Christian  denominations.  The  Reverend  John  Brovming  founded  the  first 
Baptist  church  in  the  county  ejid  John  Launis  founded  the  first  I'othodist 
church,!  Young  Braxton  Pcrrish,  on  his  way  to  Illinois  from  TTorth 
Carolina  stopped  at  Nashville,  Tennessee  to  buy  a  Bible  for  his  last  $2,50, 
and  together  vjith  his  wife,  tv/o  children,  two  horses,  and  other  v;orldly 
possessions,  arrived  in  Franklin  to  begin  his  long  tenure  as  a  servant  of 
God,^  The  Hulkcy  family,  after  whom  IJulkoytown  was  named,  together  vdth 
their  relative, , John  Kirkpatrick,  in  1823  organized  the  first  Christian 
Church  in  the  state,  in  Tyrone  Township.  As  '.vas  common  in  frontier  days, 
these  early  ministers  and  their  families,  like  the  first  settlers,  were 
usually  engaged  in  many  economic  pursuits  besides  serving  their  communities 
as  religious  leaders.  They  were  hard-v/orking,  courageous,  practical, '  yet 
deeply  emotional  men  conquering  the  spiritual  frontier  and  fulfilling, 
what  they  felt,  was  their  clear  Christian  duty. 

Present  Cliurch  Membership 

The  number  of  churches  grew  and  multiplicity  of  denominations 
increased  as  now  settlers  came  into  the  county.  By  1940  we  find  79  churches 
in  Franklin  having  an  estimated  membership  of  11,427  mombers.  These  wore 
divided  among  the  various  denominations  as  follows:  Methodists,  2,951j^ 
Baptists,  399j4  Southern  Baptists,  5,096j5  Disciples  of  Christ,  2,528;^ 
Congregationalists,  32."^  Evangelical  Lutherans,  55;8  Episcopalians,  91;^ 


1,  Aiken,  Franklin  Coimty  History,  p,  25, 

2,  V'atching  Parrish's  arrival  Alexander  KcCreery  remarked  that  he  would 
be  better  equipped  with  a  grubbing  hoe  than  with  a  Bible,  Parrish 
pursued  the  usual  tasks  of  a  pioneer,  served  as  county  official,  and 
as  religious  mentor  in  his  commimity.  The  congregations  and  reli- 
gious meetings  organized  by  him  gave  to  the  settlers  a  much  needed 
social  life  in  their  hard  and  bleak  existence  (ibid,,  p,  47,48), 

3,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ilinutes  Annual  Conference  (Fall,  1937), 
p.  288,289, 

4,  Illinois  Baptist  State  Convention,  Illinois  Baptist  Annual  1937,  p,  123, 

5,  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Annual  (1959).  p,  488-9^1 

6,  Disciples  of  Christ,  1938  Year  Book  of  the  International  Convontion, 
p,  350. 

7,  Congregational  and  Christian  Churches,  Year  Book,  Statistics,  1938, 
p,  103-10, 

8,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio  and  Other  States, 
Statistical  Year-Tl^ook  1938,  p,  124, 

9,  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  -America,  The 
Living  Church  Annual,  Year  Book  1939,  p,  238,357,358. 
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Christian  Scientists,  25;1  and  Catholics,  250. 

Economic  Development 
Population  and.  Immigration 

The  heterogeneity  in  church  memtership  described  in  the  previous 
paragraph  can  "be  -understood  more  readily  when  one  studies  the  population 
and  immigration  figures  for  Franklin  County.   In  Table  VI  the  rapid 


TA5LE  VI:   POPULATION  AIW  FOREIGN  BORN,  1820-19Uo3 


Census  Year 

Total  Population  _ 

Foreign  Born 

1820 

1.763 

— 

1830 

H.0S3 

— 

isUo 

3,682 

— 

1850 

5.681 

23 

I860 

9.393 

69 

1870 

12,652 

72 

1880 

16,129 

lUU 

1890 

17.13s 

? 

1900 

19,675 

152 

1910 

25.^93 

1.731 

1920 

57.293 

8,851 

1930 

59.UU2 

7.513 

19^0 

53.137 

-'— 

1.  The  Christian  Science  Journal  (December,  1939).  P-  l"^.l^. 

2.  The  Official  Catholic  Directory.  1935.  P-  201-3.  There  were,  many 
more  Roman  Catholics  in  the  county  as  indicated  by  the  number  of 
immigrants  coming  from  predominantly  Catholic  coi:intries.   Moreover, 
there  were  probably  several  hundred  members  of  the  various  Greek 
Orthodox  sects.   See  Table  VII. 

3.  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Jensus,  Ninth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1870.  v.  I, 
Population,  p.  23,302  (statistics  for  years  1820  to  I86O  inclusive 

also  includecT  in  this  vol\:une) ;  Tenth  Census,  I'^gQ,  v.  I,  Population, 
p.  387;  Twelfth  Census,  1900,  v.  I,  Population,  p.  xli,  U99  (statistics 
for  the  year  lf^90  included  in  this  volume);  Thirteenth  Census,  1910. 
V.  I.  Population,  p.  IO6;  Fourteenth  Census,  19^0.  v.  Ill,  Population, 
p.  253;  Fifteenth  Census.  1930,  v.  Ill,  Population,  p.  602,636.637; 
Population  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  19'40.  Series  p-2.  No.  U7  (G-12), 
January  11,  19^1  (Press  Release), 
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increase  of  the  foreign  "jorn  is  clearly  evident:     hy  1920,    for  example, 
one  person  out  of  every  6  l/2  was  born  outside  of  the  United  States, 
Moreover,    these  people   came,    in  the  main,    from  southern  and  eastern 
Europe?ji  countries  (Table  Yll)  bringing  with  them  ways   of  living  quite 
different  from  the  American  way  of  life.      The   story  of  their  adjustment 
to    the  economic  and  social  life   in  the  county  is  outside  of  the  scope  of 
this   sketch;   yet  the  succeeding  sections,    especially   the  one  on  cool, 


TABLE  VII:      NATIVITY  OF  POHEIGN  BOHN  (1930)-' 


Northern  and 

Western 

Southern  and  Eastern 

Europe 

Europe;    Other 

Areas 

Country 

No. 

Country 

No. 

Finland 

68 

Russia 

la 

Sweden 

12 

Latvia 

3 

Norway 

1 

Lithuania 

862 

Denmark 

4 

Polojid 

831 

Germany 

338 

Czechoslovakia 

448 

Netherlrjids 

2 

Hungary 

225 

Belgium 

102 

Jugoslavia 

798 

Luxemburg 

11 

Rumaiiia 

11 

Scotl-Mid 

351 

Greece 

108 

England 

877 

Italy 

1,489 

Wales 

58 

Turkey 

4 

Austria 

267 

Palestine 

2 

France 

376 

China 

2 

Ireland 

29 

Mexico 

2 

Total 

2,496 

Total 

4,906 

will   shovr  the  share   they  contributed  to   the  economic  welfare  of  Franklin 
County. 

Agriculture  Past    .'Jid  Present 

Until   the  coming  of  the  co?l    era  and  the  immigrant  C0'?1  miners, 
agriculture  v;-is   the  loading  industry  of   the   inhabitants  of  Franklin.      The 


1.      See  footnote  for  Table  VI.      The   total  number  of  foreign-born  in 

this   table  is  7,402:      111  loss  than  the  total   in  the  county  in  1950 
(Table  VI),      This  difference  is  explained  by  the   fact  that  the  number 
of  Swiss  in  the  county  is  not  f;ivcn  in  the  census   figures   although 
Switzerland  is  listed  as  a  source  for   immigration  into  Franklin, 
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settlers  found  many   ordinary  frontier  difficulties  in  their  way  during  the 
early  decades  after  the  estahlishment  of  the  first  settlements.   Claim 
jumpers  and  land  speculators  had  to  he  fought  off,  crops  raised  and 
gathered,  and  ways  to  markets  found.  As  early  as  1^59  we  find  a  farmers' 
organization  in  the  county,  the  Franklin  County  Agricultural  Board,  which 
bought  in  I863,  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  Benton  and  held  its  annual 
fairs  there  for  many  years. ^  This  organization,  like  many  other  similar 
farm  groups,  was  later  dishanded. 

Althovigh  actual  railroad  construction  in  Franklin  did  not  "begin  until 
the  late  JO's,  resentment  against  their  unfair  practices  and  monopolistic 
character  found  early  expression  among  the  farmers  of  the  county.  The 
farmer  attributed  the  relative  decline  of  his  importance  in  the  national 
economy  to  the  rapacity  of  the  various  business  interests  close  to  him.2 
With  the  beginning  of  the  coal  industry  the  farmer  was  definitely  shoved 
into  a  secondary  economic  position. 

The  farmer  saw  a  decline  in  the  number  of  farms  in  the  county  from 
3,050  in  190n  to  2,071  in  1930,3  and  foimd  that  he  belonged  to  an  economic 
minority*   only  I6.6  percent  of  the  county's  TioDulation  in  1930  were 


TABLE  VIII •   RELATIVE  FERTILITY  OF  SOIL  IN  FRANKLIN  C01INTY-+ 


Soil  Produce  Per  Acre 

Frajiklin 

Illinois 

Corn  (Bushels) 

21.9 

3U.9 

Oats  (Bushels) 

19.^ 

32. U 

Winter  Wheat   (Bushels) 

12.1 

16.1+ 

Barley  (Bushels) 

30.0 

27.6 

Rye   (Bushels) 

11.0 

13.6 

Soybeans  (Bushels) 

9.3 

16.7 

Tame  Hay  (Tons) 

1.1 

1.25 

Crop  Yield  Index 

63.2 

100.0 

1.  Hi s to ry  of  Franlclin  County,  p.  357. 

2.  A.  E.  Paine,  "The  Granger  Movement  in  Illinois,"  University  Studies, 
V.  I.  No.  S  in  University  of  Illinois  Bulletin,  II  (l^OU),  1,78. 

3.  U.S.  Bui-eau  of  the  Census,  Twelfth  Census  of  the  United  States,  v.  V, 
Agriculture,  p.  72;  Fifteenth  Census,  v.  II,  P.-rt  1,  Agriculture,  p.  570. 

U.  F?rm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  lU.   The  crop  yield  index  is  a  weighted 
averpge  for  each  coujity  based  on  yields  of  corn,  oats,  and  wheat. 
Weighting  is  according  to  the  average  of  the  various  crops  in  the 
county  in  I929. 
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farmers,^  The  number  of  acres  of  improved  land  decreased  from  185,415 
acres  in  IPOO  to  176,380  acres  in  1930  and  the  value  of  farm  •production 
declined  from  $1,093,524  to  $990, 236,^  The  soil  of  Franlclin  County,  Twhich 
v/as  never  as  fertile  as  the  soils  of  central  and  northern  Illinois,  v,-as 
reduced  still  more  in  its  fertility  because  of  many  years  of  improper 
cultivation  and  erosion.  A  University  of  Illinois  soil  survey  stated  that 
6  percent  of  the  county's  soil  was  destructively  eroded;  10  percent  seriously 
eroded;  and  G4.6  percent  harmfully  eroded, ^   Table  VIII  shows  still  more  clear- 
ly the  proportionate  inferiority  of  the  land  ^^'ield  of  Franl:lin  County  as  com- 
pared to  the  average  yield  per  unit  in  the  state. 

Moreover,  the  farm  and  land  values  in  FrarJclin  County  were  far  bclov; 
the  state  average.  In  1930  the  total  average  value  of  a  farm,  in  Franklin 
v.'&s   $3,379;  in  the  state,  §15,553.   The  value  per  acre  of  land  and  build- 
ings in  the  county  w-as  ■1i';39,57;  in  the  state,  ^108.68.^  The  county's 
farms  had  a  lov.-er  average  tax  rate  in  relation  to  the  state  (57  cents  was 
the  average  tax  on  a  county  acre  of  land  and  buildings;  in  the  state  it 
was  $1.15);  also  the  percent  of  ovjner-opc rated  farms  m-ortgaged  in  1930 
in  the  county  was  23.5  and  in  the  state,  41.3.   The  average  mortgage  debt 
for  the  t\70  units  ^vas  $1,134  in  the  former  and  $6,182  in  tho  latter. 
Lastly,  the  average  rate  of  interest  on  the  mortgage  debt  -ivas  less  in  tho 
state  (6.5  percent  in  tlic  county  and  5.8  in  the  state)  since  an  invest- 
ment in  county  farm  lands  \ms  considered  less  desirable  and  c.  greater 
risk. 5 

There  were,  on  the  other  haad,  certain  aspects  in  the  farm  situation 
which  may  be  interpreted  less  alamdngly,  Vihile  it  is  true  that  the 
farm  lands  in  Franl-lin  County  v;ere  not  considered  as  good  financial 
investments  as  the  average  state  farm  lands,  the  fact  that  less  fanns 
were  mortgaged  meant  less  tenant  fandng.  In  1930,  64,9  percent  of  the 
farms  in  Franklin  were  cvmer-ope rated;  0,9  percent  operated  by  m.anagers; 
and  34,2  percent  o^^erated  by  tenants  -  making  the  percentage  of  tenant 
farming  in  the  county  considerably  less  than  it  was  upstate,   Fiechani- 
zation  of  farm  eq<iipm.ent  in  the  county  (as  in  the  v;hole  na'^.ion)  also  had 
its  advantages  as  vrell  as  its  disadvantages,  'i'ihile  it  is  true  that  a 
good  percent  of  agricultural  labor  joined  the  mining  and  manufacturing 
ranks  yet  the  agricultural  m.achines  made  the  physical  task  of  the 
farm.er  easier  and  increased  the  productivit;/  of  the  averar:e  vrorlonan 
beyond  the  wildest  expectations  of  any  average  pre-machine  farmer.  Thus 


1.  Farm,  Home  a:;!d  Conrainity,  p.  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  3;  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Twelfth  Census,  v.  V,  Agricul- 
ture, p.  273;  Fifteenth  Census,  v.  II,  Part  1,  j-.gricu.lture,  p."  5'7Cr,~639. 

3.  Farm,  liome  and  Community,  p,  11, 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  37.        ~^ 

5.  Ibid. ,  p.  38. 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  37. 
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the  average  worVo^ian  on  the  farm  was  able  to  produce  150  percent  more  in 
1930  than  in  1870. ■'•  Moreover,  the  farmer  in  Franl-zlin  lived  to  witness 
the  beginnings  of  technolo{;ical  unemployment  in  mining  sjid  of  a  back-to- 
the-farm  movement  in  the  1930' s."  In  Frankfort  Township,  for  exanple, 
forty-seven  new  farms,  five  to  ten  acres  each,  v/ere  established  by  miners, 
each  farmstead  having,  on  the  average,  one  horse,  one  milk  cow,  tv/enty- 
four  hens,  an  acre  or  two  garden  land  and  the  rest  pasture  land;  said,  in 
the  ssjiie  year,  one  building  aiid  loan  office  in  Benton  sold  63  houses 
that  were  removed  to  the  new  farms. 3 

The  rise  of  the  modern  farm  bureau  also  offered  farmers  some  consolB* 
tion.  As  early  as  1913  these  nerr;  aids  to  the  farmers  began  to  disseminate 
information  among  the  farmers  on  scientific  farming  and  the  business  of 
marketing  farm  products.  In  1919,  under  the  leadership  of  Robert  Wo,rk, 
farmer  and  banker,  a  f;irm  bureau  was  orgpnized  in  the  county. ^  Henry 
DeV/erff  was  employed  as  the  first  farm  rxLvinor,  J.  R.  Hidyctt  was  elected 
president,  K.  K.  Webb,  vice-president,  and  Lloyd  Pickard,  secretary- 
treasurer.  In  November,  1935  some  of  the  farmers  from  Kojnilton  County 
who  were  members  of  the  Fraiiklin  County  Farm  Bureau  together  with  other 
Hamilton  farmers  requested  that  their  county  be  given  fuller  recognitionj 
the  name  of  the  organization  was  thereupon  changed  to  Franklin-Hamilton 
County  Farm  Bureau.   Offices  are  maintained  in  the  two  county  seats. ^ 

Tho  membership  of  the  Farm  Bureau  fluctuated  considerably  during  the 
first  two  decades.  Starting  out  in  1919  with  585  members,  the  number 
dropped  to  175  in  1923,  rose  to  281  in  1925,  dropped  again  to  173  in 
1929  and  rose  again  to  207  in  1931.  Four  years  later  there  were  only  89 
members  in  the  organization  -  the  lowest  number  since  its  inception;  but 
by  December,  1939  the  nvunber  had  again  risen  to  326  -  partly  due  to  the 
union  v/ith  Hamilton  County.  The  officers  in  1940  were:   John  C.  English, 
president;  Frod  Phillips,  vice-president;  and  Bobbie  Armstroiig,  secretary- 
treasurer.  Tlic  executive  board  was  composed  of  H.  H.  Webb,  Ed  Collins, 
Henry  Spears,  D.  M.  G-arrison,  John  Srkman,  and  Edo  Melton.  Jerome  A. 
Embser  was  the  Farm  Advisor." 

Another  venture  into  more  scientific  agriculture  was  made  vjhen  an 
crqjcrimental  farm  was  established  in  1919  in  Swing  Tovrnship.  The  land 


1.  Francis  M.  Vrccland  and  Edward  J.  Fitzgerald,  Farm-City  Migration  and 
Industry'  s  Lj,bor  Reserve,  Report  No.  L-7,  p.  4. 

2.  V.  B.  Fields  ojid  R.  S.  Rains,  Current  and  Recent  Land  Occupg-ncy  in 
Illinois,  p.  7. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  9,10. 

4.  Information  obtained  from  Jerome  A.  Embser,  Farm  Advisor,  Franklinr- 
Kamilton  Fc-jm  Buroaxx. 

5.  Ibid. 
5.   Ibid. 
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tras  purchased  by  Evving  Colle<*e  vdth  the  assistance  of  interested  friends 
and  donated  to  the  University  of  Illinois,   The  farm  is  now  functioning 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Agricultural  Experimental  Station  of  the 
University,-'- 


A  last  glance  into  the  farm  records  of  Franlclin  County  in  1929  would 
reveal  that  the  crops  rast   extensively  cultivated  and  the  percentage  of 
crop  land  they  occupied  v/ere:  corn,  19,4;  winter  vrfieat,  2,5;  spring  grain, 
4.6;  and  hay,  16,1,   Lands  under  pasture  totaled  30,2  percent;  and  those 
classed  as  idle,  fallow,  and  failure,  ST,, 5  percent.   The  incorae  of  the 
farmer  in  1£30  vitxs   derived  from  the  following  sources:  crops,  11,3  percent; 
livestock,  21,6;  livestock  products,  35,5;  and  forest  products,  1,2,  The 
operators  of  the  farm,  be  they  owtiers  or  rr.aria;;;ers,  consumed  30,4  percent 
of  their  own  products,  and  they  }iad  1,172  fann  autoi.iobiles,  128  motor  trucks, 
and  159  tractors  to  help  them  cultivate  and  gather  their  crops  and  transport 
them  to  market, ^ 

Business  and  r&nufactures 

Of  lesser  significance  than  agriculture  in  the  early  economic  life 
of  the  county  were  the  various  other  occupations,  T-ie  ferrjitKm,  tavern- 
keeper,  j^encral  storekeeper,  miller,  blacksmith,  and  harnesnmaker  appear 
very  early  in  the  county.  The  important  media  of  exchange  v;ere  furs  and 
agricultural  products.  The  produce  of  the  county  was  disposed  of  by  the 
merchants  of  Franklin  in  Kaskaskia  and  SLav/neetown,  m.anufactured  articles 
being  brou';ht  back  by  wagon,  Y*'ith  tlie  irrprovement  of  roads  the  principal 
trade  vreis  carried  on  vdth  St,  Louis,   Levi  Brovming,  one  of  the  earliest 
merchants,  calculated  that  it  cost  about  40  cents  per  hundredweight  to 
transport  products  by  horse  and  Yfagon  to  m.arket  and  as  much  to  bring 
other  mierchandise  back. 

In  early  frontier  days  there  were  no  riills  in  the  vicinity  of 
Franlclin  and  the  early  settlers  ground  their  grain  in  hom.e-made  contrivances. 
In  1834,  hov/ever,  Jacob  Phillips  built  the  first  mill  near  the  waters  of 
the  Fork  Creek  at  t'acedonia,  and  in  1838  another  mdll  was  erected  on  the 
Big  Luddy  River,  John  Ewing  set  up  his  mill  in  1842  on  J.addle  Farm  about 
five  riles  east  of  Benton,  These  mills  were  \mter-power  ones,  the  first 
steam-driven  mill  not  being  built  until  1850  near  Benton  by  Augustus 
Adams  •  ^ 


1,  University  of  Illinois  Agricultural  Experimental  Station,  The  Illinois 
Soil  Experiment  Fields,  E-wing  Field,  Franklin  County,  Bulletin  3^'o,  273, 
p.  111. 

2,  Farm,  Home  and_  Community,  p,  13,35,38. 

3,  History  of  Trariklin  County,  p,  355, 

4,  Aiken,  Franklin  Count;'/-  History,  p,  42, 
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The  census  figures  tell  the  story  of  the  development  of  trade,  com- 
merce, and  manufacturing  in  the  county.   In  1840,  4  individuals  in  the 
county  were  listed  as  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  trade.s,  10  in  commerce, 
3  in  mining,  4  in  navigation,  40  in  profeseions,  and  567  in  agriculture,! 
The  1660  Census  gave  a  more  detailed  listing  of  the  statT.is  of  manufactur- 
ing.  It  mentioned  17  manufacturing  establishments  including  the  carriage, 
boots  and  shoes,  flour  and  meal,  blacksmithing,  furniture,  leather,  lumber, 
saddlery  and  harness,  tin,  copper  and  sheet  ware,  and  wool  carding  indus- 
tries. Each  had  one  place  of  business  except  the  milling  and  carriage  es- 
tablishments: there  vrere  4  flour  mills,  4  saw  mills,  and  2  carriage  works. 
The  total  number  em.ployed  in  these  industries  was  37;  tho  cost  of  labor, 
$10,320;  the  capital  investment,  i*24,880;  and  the  total  value  of  the  pro- 
ducts, ;|77,  901.2 

The  census  of  1880  showed  no  remarkable  development  of  industry  in 
the  county  considering  the  industrial  boom  that  was  ori  in  full  force 
throughout  the  state.   In  that  year  there  were  18  rnanufacturin,'::  establish- 
m.ents  in  the  county  with  a  capital  investment  of  .|,69,200  and  a  total  value 
of  products  of  ■'ii;253,458.   The  total  vrages  paid  to  the  74  eiaployes  amounted 
to  *20,805."5  Measured  by  the  relative  inactivity  during  the  preceding 
decades  the  development  of  manufacturing  establishments  by  1900  was  sub- 
stantial -  although  they  were  still  not  too  important  if  measured  in  terms 
of  the  number  of  workers  employed  and  amount  of  capital  involved.   The  to- 
tal value  of  products  in  that  year  was  1319,778^  the  capital  investment, 
$165,736;  the  average  number  of  employes  in  tho  48  establishments,  lOo; 
and  the  total  amount  of  wages  paid,  f 40, 239.^ 

The  first  two  decades  of  the  twentieth  century  sav/  a  considerable 
development  of  industrial  activity  in  the  county.   In  1919  there  were  42 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the  county  and  the  value  of  their  output 
vms    1:1,031,778.   The  average  number  of  wage  earners  employed  ^ras  175  and 
the  total  wages  paid  was  '''196,210,^ 

After  the  great  depression  the  general  trend  tovrard  large  corporate 
enterprises  was  visible  dn  the  county,  IThile  the  number  of  establishments 
dropped  from  42  (1919)  to  20  (1937),  the  total  value  of  products  decreased 


1.  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Sixth  Census  of  the  United  State,  1640, 
p.  379. 

2.  Ibid.,  Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  I860,  Manufactures,  p.  89. 

3.  Ibid.,  Tenth  Census  of  the  United  States,  18C0,  v.  II,  kanufacturss,  p. 
"'*     lEil*'  Twelfth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1900,  v.  Ill,  Part  2, 

Manufactures,  p.  168,139. 
5.   Ibid.,  Fourteenth  Census  of_  the  United  States  ;  1920,  v.  LX, 
Manufactures,  p.  311. 
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only  slightly  more  than  ;J116,000,   The  average  number  of  employes  v/as 
15 i  and  the  total  wages  paid  amounted  to  )151,689«-'- 

Soon  after  the  be^innin^  of  the  century,  v/hen  it  became  apparent 
that  Franklin  County  was  destined  to  be  a  ooal-producinj:  county  of  some 
consequence,  certain  local  businescnen  embarked  upon  real-estate 
promotion  schemes.   Nov;  bankinj;.  facilities  wore  established  so  that  by 
1906  there  were  eight  banks  in  th?  oounty;  three  at  Benton,  two  at  West 
Frankfort,  and  one  each  at  Christopher,  Ewing,  and  Thonpsonville;^   and 
The  Franklin  County  Independent  declared  in  1306  that  "Franklin  County 
has  every  indication  of  becoming  the  Pittsburg  of  the  central  west,""^ 
On  th-3  strength  of  this  prediction  Benton  real-estate  firms  urged  the 
citizenry  to  buy  lots  on  the  easj^-paysr^ent  plan.   "Go  anJ  Icok  the  -round 
over,"  read  an  advertisement  in  the  Independent;-^  or,  "3e  on  the  ground  at 
10  o'clock  a.m.  .  .  .  The  Early  Bird  Gets  the  V.orm,   One  Dollar  a  x'eek 
V.'ill  make  you  a  land  owner  ,  ,  ,  "^rill  put  you  on  the  road  to  prosperity, 
Will  start  you  tov;ard  independence  in  old  ase."^ 

Vaj^-uo  rumors,  fantastic  yet  attractive,  v/cro  spread  to  induce  the 
public  to  buy  land.   The  Independent  rovcaltd  in  1907  that  "ton  rich 
Austrians"  were  buying  up  60,000  acr:.s  of  land  in  the  northuast  part  of 
the  county.   Two  of  these  mysterious  Austrians  v;ore,  .according  to  the 
paper,  cwn^-rs  of  eleven  thirteenths  of  all  the  coal  min.,s  in  their  native 
land  and  were  buying  lands  in  the  county  in  order  to  min.,  coal  and 
export  it  to  Austria, 6  in  1912  Jesso  Dimond  stimulated  interest  in  land 
buying  by  announcing;  that  i  modern  stovo  factory  v.'as  to  be  established 
in  Benton,   The  Benton  Standard  announced  this  bit  of  n^ws  as  follows: 
"Through  the  efforts  of  Jesse  Dinond  and  Co.,  the  enterprising  real 
estate  dealers  of  this  city,  Benton  has  a  great  opportunity  to  secure 
the  location  of  a  modern  stove  factory,  .  ,  .  Benton  n^eds  factories, 
.  .  ,  The  mines  ate  not  the  stable,* everyday  omnloyurs  of  labor  which 
a  town  must  have  in  ordur  to  grov;,  A  nei.  factory  «  ,  .  would  make  a 
veritable  boor,  in  busin<^ss,  in  r-^al  estat..  values,  and  in  vvery  other 
v;ay  in  Benton''^  'j^vo  months  late'r  the  sane  company  advertised  j.  "Grand 


1,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Biennial  Census  of  '.Manufacture,  19o7,  Part  I, 
p.  1452. 

2,  "B'-nton  Will  Soon  Have  Its  Third  Financial  Institution:   The  Coal  Belt 
National  Bank,"  Franklin  County  Independent,  F'^bruary  1,  1906, 

5,.  "Kines  Now  in  Course  of  Development,"  Franklin  County  Independent, 
February  11,  1906, 

4,  "now  to  Get  One  Of  These  Lots,"  Franklin  County  independent,  August 
16,  1906. 

5,  Ibid.  ■ 

6,  Franklin  County  Ineependent,  June  le,  1907 • 

7,  "Does  Benton  V/ant  a  Stove  Pactory?",  The  Benton  Standard,  June  6,  1912, 
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Auction  Sale  of  Factory  Heights.  No  sales  to  colored  people.   Pe  it  ever- 
so  humble.  There  is  no  place  like  home."l 

Durinp  the  same  year  an  atter.pt  vms  made  to  promote  land  sales  by 
announcing  the  opening  of  an  automobile  factory  in  Benton.   In  announcing 
this  news  item  the  Benton  Standard  said:  "Astonishing  from  the  starfto 
finish  in  the  m.agnificence  of  its  achivements.  Busy  Bustling  Benton  now 
is  the  proud  possessor  of  the  Stujrvesant  automobile  factory  -  a  big  enter- 
prise which  any  city  would  be  ,rlad  to  welcome..,.   In  three  days,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  lots  to  a  value  of  about  .*15,000,  have  been  disposed 
of.... "2  A   fev;  days  later  the  p«per  wrote  about  the  same  venture:  "l.'essrs. 
Jesse  Dimond  &  Co.  and  Harry  Stotler  and  their  associates  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  their  snlendid  buciness  acumen  in  forecasting  the  results 
of  such  an  enterprise.   Ko  doubt  there  is  scarcely  a  man  or  v/oman  in 
Benton  who  is  not  proud  to  have  these  skillful  manipulators  of  r.othcr 
earth  among  us  to  attract  the  coirjnercial  industries  this  way.  "3  a  pump 
factorjr  WO.S  also  attracted  to  Benton  in  the  sam.e  year  by  having  the  citi- 
zens of  Benton  subscribo  to  about  12,500  worth  of  compo.ny  stock, 4  xhc 
ovnicrs  of  the  firm  claimed  to  liave  tangible  assets  worth  "about  Jl7,000 
principally  in  patterns  and  equipment. "5 

The  net  result  of  these  schemes  forms  a  familiar  page  in  the  histor- 
ies of  similar  ventures  in  the  various  towns  of  America,   Tlie  automobile 
factory  was  in  reality  a  small  assem.bly  plant  for  a  car  called  the 
"Stuyvesant."  After  the  land  sale  it  was  closed.   The  same  fats  befell 
the  stove  factory, 6 

Railroads 

Since  Franklin  County  ivas  not  a  rich  agricultural  county,  railroad  pro- 
moters alm.ost  completely  ignored  it  during  the  early  era.   Although  state 
charters  were  obtained  from  the  legislature  in  1852'^  (by  an  obscure  combina- 
nation  called  the  Southern  Railroad  Company),  in  18578  (^y  the  Elizabethtovm 
and  Benton  Railroad  Company  and  by  the  Ohio  River,  Alton,  and  Benton  Rail- 


1«   The  Benton  Record,  August  12,  1912. 

2.  "Benton  Secures  the  Auto  Factory,"  Tlie  Benton  Standard,  Septem.bor  12, 
1912.  ■' 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  "Benton  May  Get  Another  Factory,"  The  Benton  Standard,  September  19, 
1912. 

5.  "Benton  Lands  Another  Factory,"  The  Benton  Standard,  October  10,  1912. 
5.   Information  obtained  from  Clyde  Hobbs,  city~policem.an  of  Benton,  April 

18,  1940,  in  files  of  the  Illinois  U'riters  Project. 

7.  L.  1852,  p.  200. 

8.  L.  1857,  p.  443,779, 
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rord  Gojnp?jiy),    and  in  1861^   (by   the  Belleville  ?,nd  Eldor?.do  HailroDjd  Com- 
pruiy),    no    octu^JL    construction  wr.s  begun  under   these   charters  within  the 
limits  of  the  county.      It  is   true  that   the  charter   of  1861,    granted   to 
the  Selleville  rnd  SLdorp.do  Railroad  Cornpt>jiy,    a  corporation  of   tv;enty-onc 
individuals   (fmong  whom  were  some  prominent  Franklin  Co^jnty  citizens: 
Willism  K.  P-rrish,    Swnuel  K.  Casey,    pud  A.    D.    Duff),    did  mcko  a  real   ef- 
fort to  build  a  railroad  from  Belleville  in   St.    Clair  County,    by  the  wry 
of  Benton,    to  Eldorado   in  Saline  County;   yet   the  venture  failed  because 
the  normal   difficulties  of  financing  the  ro?ii  developed. 

It  was  not  until   1877  that    ony  part  of  Fr^TJclin  Cotjnty  was   touched 
by   the  iron  horse.      In   that  year   two   southern  Illinois  railroad  promoters 
v/ho  had  tfkcn  over   the  old  charter  of  1861  in  1875,    completed  a  section 
of   the  Belleville  rmd  Eldorado   from  Eldorado   to   the  county  lino  of  Frrnklin 
at   a  st'^tion  called  V/cst  End.      After  bonds  v/ere  issued  in  Franklin  to   the 
tune  of  $75,000   and  railroad  stock  vas  bought  v.-ith  the  proceeds   the  road 
w.-^s  completed  from  'Vest  End  to  Benton  -   September  23,    1879,      This  road  was 
later  sold  to   the  Alton  rnd  Torre  Haute  Railro-'d  Company  .-^nd  its  nrnjne  was 
chr>,ngod  to   the  Ci.iro  Shortline,      In  1895  it  w.-.s  absorbed  by  the  Illinois 
Central   System. 2 

An  interesting  but  not  unusurl   event   in   town  history  occurred  during 
the  building  of  the  V/est  End-Bcnton   section.      The  people  of  Fr-xkfort 
lepjrned  th-.t  the  road  v/ould  circunvent  the   to\vn  by  about   two   rnd  a  half 
miles.      Great  concern  was  felt  for   tho  future  of  Fr-nkfort  since  ordi- 
nnxily  a  town  without   a  railroad  v/as  dooraed.      The  people  of  Fr-inkfort 
therefore  proceeded  to  move  their  houses  and  business  establishments 
towcixd  the  new  depot,    called  West   Fr-^nkfort.      In  time   the   two  towns  grew 
together    -nd  they   "re  now  listed  in   the  census  under  one  name  -  West 
Fr?mkfort. 

Another  ro^d  vxfhich  v/as  built  before   the  conl   era  through  Fran!:lin 
County  was   the  Chicp^o,   P.-^duc^ii,    "^Jid  Memphis  Railroad,      This  road  wrs 
controlled  by  the  Johnson  Brothers  of   St.   Elmo,    Fnyctte  County  rnd  rcn 
from  St.   Elmo   to  Kprion,    Williamson  Co'unty,'^     It  was   completed  in  1894 
rnd   absorbed  by  the  Chicago   and  Western  Railroad  Compcny  in  1897.'^ 

Since   the  development  of  coal  raining  in   the  county  a  nuiaber  of  other 
railroads  were  built  giving  Fr-^nklin  excellent  transportation  facilities, 
Tod^y  four   trank  lines   serve   the  county:      The  Chic-^^o,   Burlington,    -nd 
Q,uincy;    the  Missouri  Pp-cific  Railroad;    the  Chicago,    and  Eastern  Railroad; 


1.  Priv.   L.   1861,   p.    485. 

2.  Aiken,    Frrnklin  County  History,    p.   118,119. 

3.  Ibid.,   p.    119. 

4.  Ibid. 
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and  the  Illinois  Control  System.  The  totr-l  numtcr  of  miles  of  all  mr.in 
and  side  trr.cks  in  1939  w??,s  283.17.1 

Cor.l,  the  Lifo-'Blood  of  the 
County,  1905-1939 

During  the  Ir.st  four  decr.des  the  plr.ce  of  cor,l  in  the  life  of  the 
majority  of  inhnbitrjits  of  the  county  has  "been  of  vitp.l  importrjice.  Before 
1905  neither  the  transportation  facilities  nor  the  available  mining  machin- 
ery gave  very  much  hope  for  the  development  of  pji   important  coal  center  in 
Franlclin.  As  early  as  1887  one  writer,  realizing  the  latter  fact,  said: 

The  coal  of  Franklin  County  is  of  hut  little  value,  the  serjns 
being  iiniformly  too  thin  for  working.  .  .  .  Coal  No,  7  is 
believed  to  underlie  the  co\inty  at  a  depth  averaging  from  about 
150  foot  in  the  northern  ajid  western  portions  to  about  500  feet 
in  the  central  and  southern  portions,  too  deep  for  profitable 
investment  in  mining  operation  at  present.^ 

Stated  somewhat  more  clearly  the  two  main  circumstances  limiting  the 
rise  of  large-scale  coaJ.  raining  in  the  county  were  pointed  out  by  Professors 
Bogart  pjid  Thompson  in  the  following  m^jiner: 

Illinois  '"Jid  Mississippi  River  counties  (St.  Clair,  Srjigrjnon, 
Madison,  Macoupin,  Vermilion,  La  Salle,  Will,  Fulton,  Peoria, 
pjid  Rock  Islajid)  .  .  .  owe  their  early  start  and  prominence  as 
much  to  their  location  which  is  favorable  to  trrjisportation,  as 
to  the  abundpjice  and  good  quality  of  their  coal.   Conversely, 
the  fact  that  none  of  the  five  new  counties  of  the  1917  list 
(Frpiiklin,  Willirjnson,  Saline,  Montgomery,  and  Christian)  is  on 
aji  important  river  shows  the  modern  release  of  coal  from  the 
early  restriction  imposed  upon  it  by  lack  of  railroads  into  the 
interior;  it  also  gives  evidence  of  the  new  scientific  methods 
of  search,  such  as  efficient  methods  of  test  drilling,  mine  plan- 
ning and  managing  under  the  supervision  of  geologists  and  engin- 
eers. .  .  .  The  rise  of  Franklin  and  Williamson  Co\inties  to  first 
and  second  place,  respectively, in  1917,  from  no  production  at  all 
in  1900  for  the  former  and  ninth  place  for  the  latter  is  a  partic- 
ularly good  example  of  the  effect  of  modern  methods  in  B.n   old 
industry. 3 

In  spite  of  these  two  basic  difficulties  search  for  coal  begcJi  at 
least  a  quarter  of  a  century  before  "big  business"  really  took  over.  As 
early  as  1880  some  citizens  of  Benton,  encouraged  by  the  discoveries  in 


1.  Railroad  Tax  Book,  v.  4,  p.  12,15,17,20,  see  entry  39. 

2.  History  of  Franklin  County,  p.  336.   Underlining  by  writer. 

3.  Ernest  Ludlow  Bogart  and  Charles  Manfred  Thompson,  The  Industrial  State 
1870-1893.  V.  IV,  Centennial  History  of  Illinois,  p.  422,423. 
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WillinBson   County  where  68,645  tons  of  good  coal  were  mined  in  th'^.t  yepT.l 
diig  deep  wells  in   the   to\vm  with  the  purpose  of  finding  coal  or,    failing 
th?.t,   procuring  water.      They  dug  500  feet,    failed  to  find  co?!  of  value, 
find  concluded  thrt  there  w?.s  none   in   the  county.      Other  prospectors  were 
not  discouraged,    however;    end.  sometine  later  W,  P.    Holliday  discovered  a 
valuable  vein  of  corJ.   in   Six  Mile   Township  but  kept  it  a  secret  until  his 
de?,th.2     It  was  not  until   the  late  90' s   that  the  inhr.bitants  of  Vest 
Frpukfort  made  another  inportant  discovery  of  coal    in   their  vicinity.      The 
news  re?vched  Chicago,    and  Joseph  leiter,    one  of  its  leading  capitalists, 
went  down   to  Frankfort,   purchased  about  8,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Six 
Mile  pnd  Denning  townships,    and  developed  one  of  the  largest   ^nd  best 
equipped  mines  in   the   state  at   that   time. 3     The  seam  on  this   tract   aver- 
aged about  11  feet  in   thickness  and  the  co?l  was  of  a  superior  quality. 
Leiter  soon  built  ?n  industrial   town   =round  his  mines  \rfiich  he  called 
Zeiglcr.      The   tovra  grew  rapidly  at  first  but  serious  labor  troubles  r?jid 
a  disastrous  explosion   in  a  mine  caused  much  loss  of  life  and  retrxded 
the  further  development  of  the   town.     Leiter  sold  out  his   interests   to 
Bell  pjid  Zoller  who  opened  another  l-prgc  mine  south  of  the  originnl  Leiter 
mine,'^ 

Leiter  not  only  developed  the  first  large-scale  mine   in  the   county 
but  he  also  advertised  the   immense   coal  possibilities  of  the  county.      He 
soon  was  followed  by  coal  men  and  railroad  interests  who   acquired  holdings 
in   the  county  and  started  to  exploit  its  natural  resources,    resulting  in 
the  opening  of  many  mines,    the  laying  of  additional  miles  of  railroad 
tracks,    and  immigration  into   the  county.      Among  these  pioneer  coal  opera- 
tors were  a  number  of  local  businessmen,      W.   K.   Hart  and  Walter  W. 
Williams,    for  example  were  among  the  first  to  develop  the  coal  industry 
in  Benton  and  West  Frankfort.      They   sank   the  shaft  later  known  as  Deering 
Mine  No.   11   and  organized  the  Benton  Coal  Conpsny.S     in  1904  they  leased 
part  of  their  holdings  near  Benton  to  M,   E.  Parcnteau  of  Chicago  who  or- 
ganized    the  Franklin  County  CopI    ?nd  Coke  Company.      This  p?xt  comprised 
about  700  acres   and  embraced  the   farms  of  W.   H,   Hpxt,    Thomas  KcXemie,    C. 
Moore,    A.   J.   Gambill,    rnd  Mrs.    Schrade."     In  the  same  year  Hart  and 
Willi ?jns  sold  the  Fr?nkfort  Big  Muddy  Coal   njad  Coke  Company  to  J.  K, 
Deering  of  Chicn^o,    and  began  to  develop  a  mine   east  of  their  Benton 
Coal   Compajiy. '     This  mine  was  exhausted  after  a  third  of  a  century  and 
was   filled  uo  between  1938  and  1940. ^ 


1.  Illinois   State  Seologicpl   Survey,    Ye.-'.r  Book  1909,   p.    260. 

2.  Aiken,    Frnnklin  County  History,   p.   149,150. 

3.  Ibid.,   p.    150. 

4.  Ibid. ,   p.    151,152. 

5.  Ibid. ,   p.   152. 

6.  "Tlie  Boom  Continues  -  Development  Expected  Soon,"  Franklin  County 
Independent,    January  28,    1904. 

7.  "Fr-jikfort  Mine  Sold;   M^kes   Splendid  Investment,"   Franklin  County 
Independent,    March  24,    1904. 

8.  "Start  Filling  Up  Hart-Williams  Mine  Airshaft,  "  Benton  Evening 
News,    J^ril  11,   1940. 
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In  1939  there  were  twelve  mines  in  the  county  -  f.ll  deep-shp.ft  mines 
producing  bituminous  conl.  There  were  no  strip  mines  in  Frrjiklin  County. 
The  most  productive  coal  sep.m   in  the  county  wr.s  the  Illinois  Sopjn  No.  6. 
It  is  locr.ted  400  feet  below  the  surface  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
county  p.nd  800  feet  in  the  northeast  part.  In  that  serjn  alone  there  was 
approximately  2  billion  500  million  tons  of  coal  (all  within  the  limits  of 
Franklin)  at  the  beginning  of  coal  production. 2  Another  one  of  the  most 
productive  coal  mines  in  the  world,  the  ilew  Orient  Mine  No.  2,  is  located 
near  the  city  limits  of  West  Frankfort.  From  that  shaft  alone  between 
14,000  and  15,000  tons  a  day  are  often  brought  to  the  surface. 3  This  mine 
and  Orient  Mine  No.  1  are  o\Yned  by  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  gjid  Franklin 
Goal  Company.  The  other  mines  in  the  county,  their  owners,  and  their  lo- 
cations are:  Bell  ejid  Zoller  Coal  and  Mining  Company,  Mines  Nos.  1  and  2, 
Zeigler;  Old  Ben  Coal  Corporation,  Mines  Nos.  8  and  15,  West  Frankfort, 
Mine  No.  11,  Caello,  and  Mine  No.  14,  Buckner;  Franklin  County  Coal  Corpo- 
ration, Mine  No.  5,  Herrin  and  Mine  No.  7,  Royalton;  Poabody  Coal  Company, 
Mine  No.  18,  Caldwell;  and  Valier  Coal  Comppjay,  Mine  No.  1,  a  "captive" 
mine,  Valier.'* 

Not  long  after  the  first  flush  of  excitement  over  the  discovery  of  the 
county's  immense  wealth  in  coal  subsided,  the  troubles  frjniliar  to  the  in- 
dustry began  to  come  to  the  surface.   The  mine  operators  began  to  complain 
th-at  the  assessments  were  too  high  and  the  earnings  on  their  investments 
were  too  low;  pjid  the  workers  soon  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  rath  low 
wages  pjid  fluctuating  employment  by  engaging  in  strikes.   In  1911,  for  ex- 
ample, a  committee  of  mine  operators  appeared  before  the  board  of  review  at 
Benton  rjad  complained  that  the  assessments  on  their  properties  were  excess- 
ive.  "The  operators  feel,"  said  the  Benton  Standard,  "that  they  have  had  an 
uphill  pull  during  the  past  several  months.  Following  the  strike,  in  which 
they  found  the  cost  of  mining  greatly  increased,  they  experienced  a  coal 
market  that  wr.s  anything  but  profitable.  As  a  climpoc,  they  found  their  as- 
sessments greatly  increased.  Briefly,  ...  a  mpji  who  could  make  money 
operating  a  mine  during  the  past  year,  could  get  rich  at  rjiy  other  vocs.ticn. " 


1.  The  coal  seams  in  Illinois  rjid  Indirjia  are  identified  by  niwiber.  In 
nearly  all  other  states  the  seams  are  named  after  the  location  where 
they  were  discovered. 

2.  John  Jones,  Coal  in  Illinois,  p.  1» 

3.  Junius  B.  Wood,  "Illinois,  Crossroads  cf  the  Continent,"  National 
Geographic  Magazine,  May,  1931,  p.  533, 

4.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Coal  Report  of  Illinois, 
1959,  p.  228.  A  captive  mine  is  a  mine  the  entire  product  of  which  is 
consumed  by  the  firm  owning  it.  The  Valier  mine  is  o\7ned  by  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  pjid  Quincy  Railroad. 

5.  "Mine  Operators  here  Yesterday,"  Benton  Standard,  August  3,  1911. 
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The  complaint  of   the  operators  that  higher  wages   should  mean  lov/er 
county  assessments  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of   the  workers.      The 
workers  felt  that   they  were  not  receiving  their   share  of   the  profits, 
and  decided   to  make  their  claims  very  clear   through  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  Afierics.      In  1905  the  mine  operators  and  the  union  reached 
an  agreement  by  which  the  local  miners  were  to  receive,    according  to 
their  skills,    from  $2.B7   to  $3.50   for  ?n  eight-hour  d^y.^     Both  groups, 
through  the  representatives  of   their  orgpnizations,    also  decided  to   ar- 
bitrate disputes    that   arose  between   them.      Yet  difficulties  between  the 
workers   and   the  operators  continued;      during  the  period  from  1905  to 
1932  at  least  six  major   strikes  occuiTcd  m  the  r.ouuty  (1910,    1917,    1919, 
1922,    1927,    and  1932), 2     Of  these,    the  Icso  strike    ecpocially  was  char- 
acterized by  much  bloodshed  -  one  of  the  reasons  bein,?;  the  many  dis- 
putes betv'cen  the  old  Mine  Workers  Union  -■nd  the  new  Progressive  Mine 
Workers  of  America.'^ 


TABLE  IX:    COI.-pAHATIVS  DAILY   WAGE  SCHSDULS  IN  COAL   INDUSTRY   IN 
THE  UIIITSD  STATES,    1921    to  1933^ 


Date  of  Saniple 

West 

Year 

Pa,v  Period 

Illinois 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Kentucky 

Virginia 

1921-22 

Oct.    1-Feb,   15 

$8.47 

$7.49 

$5.10 

$5.72 

$6.59 

1926-27 

Nov.    26-Kar.    22 

8.58 

5.81 

6.16 

4.99 

5.45 

1927 

First  Quarter 

6.84 

4.91 

5.37 

4.95 

5.10 

1931 

First  Quarter 

6.81 

4.08 

4.71 

4.56 

4.65 

1933 

February 

5.10 

2.83 

3.03 

3.01 

3.12 

Other  probleras,    connected  with  the  production  and  distribution 
ends  of   the  coal    industry,    have  confronted  the  coal  people  in  Franklin 
County,      Competition  v/ith  coal   from  the  low-wage  areas  (Table  IX)    in  the 


1.  "Mining  Scale   Settled,"  Franklin  County  Independent,    January  5,    1905. 

2.  The  miners  von  a  notable  victory   in  1910.      See,    for  the  various 
strikes,    S.   L.   Bogart  and  J.   M,   Mathews,    Tlie  Modern  Commonwoplth,    v. 
V,    Centennial  History  of   Illinois,   p.    171,482;    Willard  S.   Hotchkiss, 
et  al. ,    Mechanization,   Smpl oyincn t  ?nd  O-qtput  per  I-ipn  in  Bituminous- 
Coal  Mining,    II,    222;    "Workors  Defend  Hir?:ht   to  Expel  Mrrchers,  " 
Chics^o  Dg.il y  News,    August  26,    1932. 

3.  "Rebel  Miners  Unite    to  Build   Strong  Group,"  Chicago  Daily  News, 
March  15,    1932;    "Business  as  Usu^l  in  B./nton  After  Brttle,"  ibid., 
August   25,    1932. 

4.  Hotchkiss,    Mechanization,   Unerjployment,    and  Output  per  M?n  in  Bitu- 
minous Co?l  Mining,    II,    233. 
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TABL3  X:      STATISTICS  OK  CO.\L   INDUSTRY,    M.\1KLIN  CCU17TY,    1905-19391 


Ye?j- 

No.  of 
mines 

Tons 
output 

Tons 
used  lo- 
cal  trade 

Total  no, 
employes 

Mined 
By  hand     By  machines 

:hines 
in  use 

1905 

3 

135,788 

2,097 

413 

26,565 

1906 

3 

387, 230 

9,850 

696 

30, 772 

1907 

8 

853,165 

15,949 

1,342 

381,794 

1908 

10 

1,678,195 

1,918 

574.174 

1909 

11 

2,442,978 

2,732 

841,429 

1910 

10 

2,071,143 

2,630 

499,556 

1911 

15 

2,356,439 

3,736 

403,682 

1,952,757 

1912 

16 

4,025,815 

4,472 

475,737 

3,551.078 

1913 

16 

5,232,526 

5,314 

259,413 

4,973,113 

1914 

19 

6.595,799 

45,557 

6,452 

1,472.179 

5,123,520 

1915 

18 

7,324,644 

45,975 

7,798 

315,171 

7,009,475 

333 

1916 

19 

9,070,811 

50,181 

8,606 

402,044 

8,668,767 

391 

1917 

21 

11,317,657 

70,273 

10,511 

354, 385 

10,953,271 

416 

1918 

24 

12.077,397 

92,115 

11,618 

923,582 

11,083,815 

488 

1919 

24 

11,332,912 

102,849 

11,855 

1,484,417 

9,848,495 

478 

1920 

25 

11,299,280 

112,991 

12,251 

782,255 

10,517,025 

571 

1921 

26 

12,723,700 

115,173 

14,  264 

819,595 

11,904,104 

648 

1922 

25 

9,999,917 

120,202 

14,840 

739,1 '16 

9,260,771 

555 

1923 

27 

12,845,459 

135,338 

15,231 

994,303 

11.851,156 

682 

1924 

24 

12,240,925 

125,832 

15,815 

931,807 

11,309,118 

704 

1925 

20 

13,082,622 

89 , 233 

15,007 

991,725 

12,090,897 

532 

1926 

18 

15,741,550 

94,639 

14,543 

719,555 

15,021,895 

532 

1927 

19 

10,360,881 

85,641 

15,234 

270,865 

10,090,016 

562 

1928 

17 

14,078.923 

108,118 

14.  259 

463, 160 

13,615,753 

515 

1929 

18 

14,819,448 

100,506 

12,287 

231,443 

15,021,895 

532 

1930 

16 

11,997,347 

84,015 

10,670 

161,320 

11,836,027 

421 

1931 

15 

9,531,550 

38,840 

10,064 

39,137 

9,492,423 

386 

1932 

14 

7,064,359 

39,028 

9,441 

7,064,359 

299 

1933 

14 

6,703,883 

54,553 

7,900 

32, 258 

5,671,515 

264 

1934 

15 

7,780,162 

88,685 

8,407 

7,780,152 

279 

1935 

12 

7,985,155 

79,694 

6,907 

7,985,155 

210 

1936 

15 

9,432,140 

98,397 

7,697 

9,432,140 

241 

1937 

13 

10,108,267 

100,992 

6.795 

10,108,267 

207 

1938 

12 

7,873,999 

88,563 

6,611 

7,875,999 

195 

1939 

12 

8,553,916 

95,831 

5,504 

■                               

8,653,916 

182 

1. 


Illinois  Bureau 
■0.  354;  (1905), 
(1910),  p.  420; 
(1911),  p.  358; 
p.  236;  (1915), 
Goal  Report  of 
Tl93D),  p.  240; 
p.  272;  (1925). 
(1929),  p.  194; 
TD.  284;  (1954), 
(1938).   p.    222; 


of  Labo 
p.  340; 
Illinoi 
(1912), 
p.  254; 
Illinois 
(1921), 
p.  284; 
(1930), 
p.  240; 
(1939), 


r  Statistics,    Coal  Report  of  Illinois  (1905), 
(1907),   p.    3367X1908),    p.    358;    (1909).   p.    388; 

s  State  Mining  Board,  Coal  Report  of  Illinois 
p.  39  2;  (1S13),  p.  252rTl914) .  p.  252;  (1915), 
Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals, 
(1917),  -0.  258;  (1918),  p.  256;  (1919),  p.  240; 
p.  235;  (1922),  p.  210;  (1923),  p.  208;  (1924), 
(1926),  p.  212;  (1927),  p.  204;  (1928),  p.  206; 
p.  190;  (1931),  p.  204;  (1932),  p.  215,  (1933), 
(1955),  p.  256;  (1936).  p.  230;  (1937),  p.  246; 
p.    228. 
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south  and  east  has  caused  drastic  fluctuatioriG  in  the  production  of 
Illinois  coal.  This  problem  has  "boon   net,  in  part,  by  the  increr.ned  use 
of  machines  in  mining  resulting  in  greater  efficiency  and  economy  in  pro- 
duction end  in  technological  unemployment.  Whereas  in  1925  only  0.2  per- 
cent of  the  coal  in  Prcjiklin  was  mechanically  loaded,  in  1928  the  percent- 
age had  riBcn  to  13.5;  in  1931,  59.4;  and  1937,  70.7  -  giving  the  lead  to 
Pranklin  County  r.inos  in  the  use  of  mechanized  equipment.-^  Machines  to 
mine  the  coal  were  also  introduced  very  early  in  the  history  of  the  indus- 
try. By  1923  (when  the  greatest  number  of  mines  were  in  operation)  there 
were  682  machines  in  use;  and  of  the  12,845,459  tons  produced  only  994,303 
tons  were  mined  by  hand. 2  In  1932  and  1954  to  1939  all  the  coal  was  mined 
by  machine. 

The  distribution  problem  was  not  solved  so  easily,  although  coal  was 
still  the  most  important  energj/-  producer  the  demand  for  it  grev/  progressive- 
ly less  during  the  20 's  and  30's.  This  decrease  was  the  result  of  economies 
in  the  use  of  coal,  the  competition  of  other  sources  of  energy,  and  the  ef- 
fects of  the  great  depression.  The  higher  vage  of  labor  in  the  Illinois 
coalfields  as  compared  to  the  eastern  coalfields  (Table  IX)  naturally  af- 
fected the  amount  of  coal  sold  too.   In  the  long  run  the  worker  felt  the 
effects  of  these  factors  which  were  beyond  his  control  -  from  16,231 
employes  in  the  Franklin  Coxinty  coalfields  in  1923  the  number  decreased  to 
6,504  employes  in  1959  (Table  X).   In  1939  it  seemed  as  if  the  greatest  boom 
days  in  the  coal  industry  belonged  to  the  past. 


1.  Hotchkiss,  Mechanization,  Employment .  and  Output  per  Man  in  Bitu- 
minous Coal  Mining  II,  215. 

2.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Coal  Report  of  Illinois. 
1923.  p.  208. 

3.  Ibid. .  1952,  p.  216;  1955.  p.  284;  1934.  p.  240;  1935.  p.  236; 
1956  p.  230;  1957.  p.  246;  1958 ,  p.  22;  1959 .  p.  228. 


(First  entry  p.    104) 


2,      GOVERKUffiNTAL  ORGANIZATION  Al-ID  RECORDS   SYSTEM 


Introduction 

The  county  in  Illinois  is  a  corporate  body  and  an  administrative 
unit  of  the  state;  its  governmental  organization  is  at  all  times  largely 
an  expression  of  this  dual  nature, 

The  growth  of  the  county  as  a  body  politic  is  reflected,  in  each  of 
the  state's  three  constitutional  periods,  in  a  progressive  expansion  of 
the  powers  which  may  by  law  be  exercised  by  the  county  board,  and  in  the 
creation  of  new,  and  the  extension  of  existing,  county  offices.  The  latter 
phase  of  grov/th  in  Franklin  County  and  in  others  similarly  organized  at 
present,  has  also  been  affected  by  the  adoption  of  township  organization, 
which  for  the  first  time  constituted  the  civil  towns  as  an  additional  level 
of  government. 

An  analogous  development  appears  in  the  state's  invasion  of  new  fields 
of  government  and  the  extension  of  the  county's  role  as  its  agent.  Orig- 
inally, the  county  performed  but  a  single  important  function  for  the  state, 
that  of  collecting  its  share  of  the  taxes  levied  within  the  county.   Since 
then,  hov;ever,  education,  public  health,  registration  of  vital  statistics, 
public  assistance,  and  many  similar  if  less  important  matters  have  entered 
the  province  of  state  control  or  supervision.  To  effect  this  control,  new 
governmental  units,  subcounty  districts  of  various  types,  have  come  into 
existence  or  have  been  converted  to  new  purposes.;  the  county,  because  of  its 
intermediate  position,  has  become  more  important  as  a  medium  of  that  control, 

Thus  the  complete  operation  of  county  government  in  Illinois  brings  in- 
to play  a  number  of  partly  distinct  authorities.  Their  relationships,  at 
any  time,  are  complex.   The  changing  governmental  organization  of  Franklin 
County,  therefore,  is  more  easily  traced  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  major 
functions  of  the  county  government. 

General  Administration 

General  administrative  jurisdiction  over  county  business  has  always 
been  vested  in  the  county  board.   Jurisdiction  over  county  affairs  in 
Franklin  County  was  first  vested  in  the  territorial  county  court  which  was 
composed  of  three  judges.   Several  days  after  the  creation  of  Franklin 


1,  R.L.  1827,  p,  107;  R.S.  1845,  p,  130;  R.S.  1874,  p.  306, 

2,  Nathaniel  Pope,  ed,,  Lav;s  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  546,349, 
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County  this  court  was  replaced  "by  "the  Justices'  Court"  which  was  composed 
of  all  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county,  three  of  v/hom  constituted 
a  quorum  to  do  business.   During  the  first  constitutional  period  the  county 
commissioners'  court  acted  as  the  county  hoard  in  all  counties. 2  It  was 
expressly  declared  to  have  no  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction  in  civil 
or  criminal  actions,  but  had  all  power  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its 
jurisdiction  in  cases  concerning  the  public  affairs  of  the  county  collec- 
tively.'^  The  commissioners  were  constitutional  officers,  and  elected;^ 
the  court  existed  solely  by  statutory  provision. ^  Attached  to  it  in  a 
ministerial  capacity  vas  the  independent  statutory  office  of  clerk  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court,'''  at  first  filled  at  the  appointment  of  the 
court,"  later  by  election.^ 

Under  the  second  constitution,  the  nev/ly  created  coiinty  court  succeeded 
to  the  position  of  the  cou:ity  commissioners'  court. ^'^  As  an  administrative 
body,-^^  it  was  composed  of  the  county  judge,  an  elected,  constitutional  of- 
ficer,12  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  at  large. 1*^   Another  new 
office,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court,  was  created  to  provide  it  with  a 
ministerial  officer;  the  clerk  also  was  elected.-^* 

The  Constitution  of  1848  also  made  provision,  for  the  first  time, 
for  an  optional  form  of  county  government. 15  The  subsequent  enabling 
actslS  provided  that  whenever  the  voters  of  a  county  might  so  determine, 
that  co\inty  should  adopt  tovniship  organization;  one  of  the  -orincipal  results 
of  such  a  change  v/as  to  alter  the  form  of  the  county  board.  1"^  The  laws  of 
1849  and  1851  provided  that  the  administrative  body  in  such  counties  should 
consist  of  a  board  of  supervisors,  composed  of  members  elected,  one  in 


1.  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,  1817-18,  -o.  90. 

2.  Const.  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L.  1819,  p.  175,176. 

3.  Ibid.  ,  p.  176. 

4.  Const.  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4. 

5.  L,  1819,  p.  99;  L.  1821,  p.  80;  L.  1837,  p.  103,104. 


o , 


L.  1819,  p.  175. 


7.  Ibid. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  L.  1837.  p.  49;  L.  1845,  p.  28. 

10.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

11.  The  coiinty  court  was  also  a  court  of  law.  For  its  jurisdiction  as 
such,  see  Administration  of  Justice,  Courts ,  -o.   53. 

12.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17. 

13.  Ibid. ,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65,66. 

14.  Coast.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  63. 

15.  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6. 

16.  The  original  enabling  act  of  1849  (L.  1849,  p.  190-224)  was  repealed 
two  years  later  by  a  more  com-orehcnsivo  but  essentially  similar  law 
(L.  1851,  p.  35-78). 

17.  Other  effects  of  the  change,  within  the  sphere  of  county  government 
proper,  appear  with  regard  to  the  taxation  procedure.  See  Finances,  p.  50. 
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each  of  the  several  tovmships*-*-  The  clerk  of  the  county  court  7«ras  required 
by  lavj-  to  act  as  the  ministerial  officer  of  the  nev;  county  board.   In  1372, 
hov;ever,  that  clerk  was  replaced  by  a  n&t't   officer,  the  county  clerk,  v;hose 
office  had  been  created  and  made  elective,  by  the  third  constitution,^  and 
who  v/as  required  by  law  to  act  as  ministerial  officer  for  the  county  board. 
Another  significant  change  in  the  form  of  the  county  board  has  been  the  ad- 
dition to  its  membership  of  assistant  su-oervisors,  elected  from  the  various 
tovms  on  the  basis  of  population;^  the  assistant  supervisors  have  no  porters 
or  duties  as  tovm  officers,  but  are  members  of  the  county  board  and  as  such 
enjoy  the  saiiie  powers  and  rights  as  other  members. 

The  Constitution  of  1870  also  provided  a  new  form  of  county  board  in 
counties  not  under  tovmship  organization.  This  board  vras  to  be  composed 
of  three  officers,  stylod  commissioners,  vrho   would  transact  all  county 
business  as  provided  by  lav;-, 7  Subsequent  le[-islation  granted  to  the  board 
of  county  coinmissioners  all  pov/ers  and  duties  formerly  exercised  by  the 
county  court  v;hen  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity, ^  Franlclin  Coimty 
v.Tis  under  the  county  commission  form  of  government  from  1375  to  1876,  and 
later  from  1880  to  1885, 

Concurrent  v/ith  the  changing  organization  of  the  county  board  is  an 
expansion  of  its  functions  without,  however,  considerable  extension  beyond 
the  original  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  county  commissioners'  court. 
The  authority  of  that  bodj^-  extended  to  the  imposition  and  regulation  of 
taxes,   a  limited  but  increasing  management  of  county  property, •'•^  eaid  a 
growing  fiscal  control,  stringent  in  regard  to  tax  collections, •'-•'•  sporadic 
in  its  check  on  the  expenditures  of  other  comity  offices w-^-^  The.  court  ad- 


1,  L.  1349,  p,  192,202;  L.  1851,  p.  38,50-52,  Also  included  in  Const,  1870, 
Art,  X,  sec,  5,  Toxmship  organization  v/r.s  first  instituted  in  FranSrlin 
County  in  1872,  and  r.fter  several  changes  to  the  comraission  form  of 
govcrm.icnt,  the  tcT/nslii|5  plan  v;as  finrdly  accepted  and  has  been  retained 
since  18C5, 

2,  L,  1349,  p,  203;  L,  1851,  p.  52. 

3,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8. 

4,  R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 

5,  Ibid,,  p,  1080;  L,  1925,  p.  605;  L,  1929,  p,  774;  L.  1931,  p.  905-10; 
L.  1935,  p.  1115,1116. 

6,  R.S.  1874,  p,  1080, 

7,  Const,  1370,  Art,  X,  sec.  6, 

8,  L,  1873-74,  p.  79, 

9,  L,  1819,  p,  175, 

10,  Ibid,,  p,  237,236;  L,  1842-43,  p,  128, 

11,  L.  1819,  p.  238,318;  L,  1823,  p,  208;  R.L,  1827,  p,  375,375;  i^.L,  1829, 
p.  121j  L.  1842-43,  p.  112;  L.'l845,  p.  11,12. 

12,  R.L,  1827,  p.  266;  L,  1831,  p.  175, 
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ditionally  had  power  to  appoint  j'^^dges  of  election,^  select  juries, 2  and, 
with  lir.itations ,  to  provide  for  the  construction  and  n-iaintenance  of_roads 
and  "bridges. 3  Poor  relief^  and  a  tentative  supervision  of  education^  also 
fell  within  its  general  administrative  jurisdiction. 

The  effect  of  subsequent  legislation,  in  the  main,  hf:s  only  been  to 
broaden  that  jurisdiction.   The  county  board  has  been  given  full  pov.-er  to 
purchase,  contract  for,  dispose  of,  and  malce  regulations  concerning  all 
real  and  personal  property  of  the  county.^  It  is  now  required  also  to 
audit  all  claims  against  the  county  and  the  accounts  of  such  offices  as 
were  not  provided  for  by  law.'''  Otherwise,  the  changes  in  form  of  the 
county  board  in  Franlclin  Couiity  have  not  materially  affected  the  general 
administrative  jurisdiction  of  that  body.^ 


Finances 

In  Illinois  counties  ,  there  has  alv/p-'s  been  a  close  relationsliip  be- 
tween the  taxation  ;orocesses  and  fiscal  control.  This  circiir.stance ,  as 
well  as  frequent  evidence  of  the  county  board's  ultimate  control  in  such 
matters,  appears  in  a  resume  of  the  legal  status  and  duties  of  the  offi- 
cers involved. 

Taxation 

The  assessment  function  in  taxation  was  delegf.ted  by  the  first  General 
Assembly  to  the  county  treasurer,  a  statutoi'y  officer  appointed  "by   the 
county  commissioners'  court. ^  The  administrative  bod.v,  within  strtutory 
limits,  fixed  the  amount  of  the  levy,  while,  the  value  of  many  catrgories 
of  real  and  personal  property  was  fixed  by  low;  however,  a  limited  discre- 
tion was  left  to  the  assessing  officer.^*^  Propert;-  assessmsuts  in  Franl:lin 
County  were  first  made  by  the  county  treasurer,  an  appointee  of  the  terri- 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p.  182. 

3.  Either  by  calling  on  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county  for  labor,  or 

by  raising  bond  issues  by  subscription  (L.  1819,  p.  333,334,336,337,343; 
L.  1821.  p.  167;  L.  1825,  p.  130-33). 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  127;  L.  1839.  p.  138,139. 

5.  R.S.  1845,  p.  500,501. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  50,51;  L.  1851,  v.   255,233;  R.S.  1874,  p. 
306,507;  L,  1911,  p.  245,246;  L.  1923,  p.  504*305;  L.  1957;  n.   453,454. 

7.  L.  1849,  p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  51;  R.S.  1874,  p.  307;  L.  1923. *p.  299. 

8.  Cf.  this  running  sTimmary  with  R.S.  1874,  r).  306,307  and  111.  Rev.  Stat. 
1939,  p.  942-44. 

9.  L.  1819,  p.  315. 

10.   Ibid.  ,  p.  315,319;  L.  1625,  p.  173;  L.  1839,  -o.   4-6;  L.  1840,  p.  4; 
L.  1845,  p.  6. 


-  51  - 
Governmental  Organization 
and  Records  System 


torial  Governor »1  Hovrever,  when  Illinois  became  a  state  this  officer  ivas 
appointed  by  the  commissioners'  court ,^  In  1325,  assessments  v:ere  r.ade  bjr 
the  couiity  assessor,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court ."^ 
This  duty  reverted  to  the  county  treo.surer  in  ISE?*^  and  continued  to  be 
vested  in  that  office  until  1839,  v;hen  the  General  Assembly  provided  for 
the  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  district  assessors, 
not  to  o::ceod  one  in  every  justice's  district,^  The  earlier  system  was 
reestablished  in  1844,  vdth  the  treasurer,  hovrcver,  nov;  having  the  status 
of  ex  officio  county  assessor. ^  Since  1072,  the  date  tovmship  organization 
vro.s  first  instituted  in  Franklin  County,  -vrith  exception  of  the  y^ars  1875- 
1876  and  1380-1885  when  this  county  \vc.s   midor  the  comjnission  form  of  [-ovcrn- 
mcnt,  the  assessment  function  has  been  performed  on  the  lovror  govcrnxucntal 
level  by  tovm  assessors,  olGctcd  one  in  each  tovmship,'  Today,  the  principal 
duties  of  the  assessing  officers,  taken  toji-cthcr,  are  to  bring  up  to  date 
each  year  the  periodic  assessment  of  real  property,  to  take  current  lists  of, 
and  appraise  personal  property  and  special  categories  of  other  proport;^^. 
The  treasurer  nov/  has  the  status  of  ex  officio  supervisor  of  assessments." 

Before  the  creation  of  a  board  of  review,  the  functions  v;hich  today 
fall  -within  its  scope  vrere  performed,  in  substance,  by  various  officers. 
In  the  first  constitutional  period,  it  v;as  left  to  interested  individuals 
or  parties  to  report  property  omitted  from  assessment;  the  counter  commis- 
sioners' court  could  hear  appeals  from  assessments,  but  there  \ms   no  pro- 
vision for  their  equalization  by  districts «•'■'-'  In  184S  it  Y:as  provided  tliat 
appeals  were  to  be  ma.de  to  the  county  court. ■^■'-  After  institution  of 
tov.Tiship  organization  in  1872,  tovm  boards  Vv^ere  empowered  to  review  the 
assessments  vdthin  their  ov/n  jurisdiction. •'•^  Hov;ever,  betv;een  1875  and  107S 
and  1830  and  1385,  when  Franklin  Co'onty  -i/as  under  the  commission  form  of 
go'vernment,  appeals  vfcre  heard  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners."^   The 


1.  Natlianicl  Pope,  ed,.  Lows  of  the.  Ter.ritorx  of  Illinois.  II,  600-604# 

2.  L.  1319,  p.  515, 

3.  L,  1325,  p.  175, 

4.  R.L.  1327,  p.  330. 

5.  L.  1359,  p.  4, 

6.  L.  1345,  p,  2315  effective  in  1844, 

7.  L.  1849,  p.  192;  L,  1851,  p.  38;  L,  1371-72,  p.  20-24, 

3.   L.  1853,  p,  16,17;  L,  1371-72,  p.  11,14,15,19^23;  L.  1873,  p,  51| 
L.  1379,  ■:.  241-45;  L.  1331,  p,  133,154;  L.  1385,  p.  234;  L.  1395, 
p.  300,501;  L,  1905,  p.  360;  L,  1915,  p.  568;  L,  1923,  p.  495,500; 
L.  1951-32,  First  So,  Boss.,  p.  69, 

9.  L.  1893,  V,   36-44. 

10.  L,  1819,  T,  316j  R.L.  1827,  p.  330;  L.  1339,  id.  7;  L,  1845,  n.  8, 

11.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

12.  L.  1851,  p.  56,57;  L.  1861,  ^,  242;  L,  1871-72,  p.  21,22,24,25, 

13.  L,  1875-74,  o.  79. 
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county  ooard  was  required  to  meet    annually  to   assess  omitted  property,    re- 
view assessments  upon  compl?.int,    and  equrliz^  v?.lur.tior.3  "oetween  towns. ^     In 
1898   this  r.uthority  wr.s   tr-uisferred   to    the  newly  cren,ted  board  of  rcvievr, 
composed  of   the  ch-'irmrji  of   the  county  bcjd  as  ex  officio   chr.irmon,    the 
coxinty  clerk  ns  ex  officio  clerk,    ?r.d  -r.   -dditional  member  appointed  by  the 
county  judge. 2     in  19  23  the  county  clerk  was  replaced  by  another  member  ap- 
pointed by   the  county  judge;  3  the  board  of  review  nov;  appoints  its  o'-m  clerk. "^ 

The  collection  function  was  originally  performed  in  all  counties  by  the 
sheriff. 5     its  nature  has  changed  little  since  that  time.     Es'ientially,    the 
collecting  officer  collects  taxes   according  to   information  originating  out- 
side his  jijirisdiction,   pays  over  such  suns  to  authorities  designated  by 
statute   to   receive  them,    and  reports  on  payments  of   taxes   and  delinquencies.^ 
In  1839,   by  a  development  analogous   to   that  which  occurred  with  regard  to- 
assessments,    the  county  beard's  control  v/as  extended  to  enable   it   to   acDpoint 
a  separate  county  collector."''     Soon  after,    the  law  reverted  to  the  earlier 
situation  with  the  sheriff  acting  as  ex  officio  collector. 8     This  situation 
continued  until    the  institution  of  to'/mship  organization  v;hen  town  collectors 
were  elected,    one   in  each  township, 9    and  the  co^jnty   treasurer  became  ex' offi- 
cio county  collector. 10     The   to\«i  officers  paid  over   their   collections  direct- 
ly  to   the  county  officer,    and  supplied  the  basic  information  for  the  letter's 
summary  report  of   the  collections   in   the  county. ^     From  1875   to  1876  and 
from  1880  to  1885  when  Fr'-'Jiklin  County  was  under   the  commission  form  of 
government   the  sheriff  was   ex  officio  coxmty  collector. 12     j^  1917   the   tov/n 
office  of  collector  was   abolished  in  couiaties   the  size  of  Fr^'Jiklin,    and   the 
county  collector  becriae   ex  officio   town  colloctor  assuming  all  duties  pre- 
viously assigned  to   the  latter  officer, 13 


1.  L.    1871-72,    p.    21,22,24,25. 

2.  L.    1893,   p.    45. 

3.  L.    1923,   p.    496;    L.    1931-32,    First    Sp.    Scss.,    p.    71,72. 

4.  L.    1923,    p.    496,497. 

5.  Nathaniel  Pope,    cd. ,    L:rrfs  of   the  Territory  of  Illinois,    II,    525;    Const. 
1818,    Art.    Ill,    sec.   11;    L.    1819,   td.    316. 

6.  Ibid. ,   p.    316-18;    L.   1821,   p.    182,183;   R.L.   1827,   p.    333,333;   3.L.   1829, 
p.   121-23;    L.    1331,   p.   125;    L.    1837,   p.   194,195;    L.    1839,   tj.    7-12; 

L.    1843,   p.    234;    L.    1845,    p.    11;    L.    1847,   p.    81;    L.    1871-72,   p.    55,57,58. 

7.  L.    1853-39,    p.    7. 

8.  L.   1843,   p.    234. 

9.  L.    1849,   p.    194;    L.   1851,   p.    38;    Frrmklin  Govmty  first  instituted  tov-Ti- 
ship  orgmizntion  in  1872,    rjid  after  scverrJ.   ch?Jiges   in  form  of  county 
government,    it  reverted  in  1885   to   tov/^iship  orgnnization. 

10.  L.    1853,   -n.    57. 

11.  L.    1371-72,    p.    41,55,57. 

12.  L.    1853,   p.    99;    L.   1871-72,   p.    35. 

13.  L.   1917,   p.    793.      This  provision  affected  counties  with  fever   than  one 
hundred  tlious-'nd  inhnbitrnts.      The  oopialation  of  Frniiklin  County  v;as 
57,293  in  1920   -nd  59,442  in  1930  (Population  Bulletin,  p.   8).      Accord- 
ing to   the  1940  census,    the  population  is  53,137. 
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Coordination  of  the  taxation  processes  has  always  been  offected  by 
the  county  clerk  or  his  predecessors*   The  assessment  books  are  made  out 
by  the  clerk,  and  filled  in  and  returned  to  him  by  the  assessors;  similarly, 
the  collector  reports  on  collections  on  delinquent  property;  finally,  the 
treasurer's  receipts  to  the  collector  for  taxes  paid  come  into  his  posses- 
sion, and  the  centralization  of  records  concerning  the  basic  taxation  pro- 
oedure  is  completed. 

Fiscal  Control 

The  fiduciary  function  in  county  finances  is  performed  by  the  county 
treasurer  alone.   The  duties  of  the  office  have  remained  substantially  the 
same  since  its  creation,  namely:  to  receive,  principally  from  the  collectors 
of  taxes,  the  revenue  of  the  county;  to  have  custody  of  its  funds;  and  to 
disburse  funds  onlv  on  specific  authorization  by  law,  or  in  accordance  with 
the  order  of  the  c*ounty  board, ^  Through  this  last  requirement,  and  that  of 
the  treasurer  to  report  periodically  to  the  board  on  the  transactions  of 
his  office,  in  addition  to  his  regular  settlement  with  it,  the  lines  of 
financial  authority  once  more  lead  to  the  county  board. 


Administration  of  Justice 
Courts 

Justice,  in  Illinois  counties,  has  been  administered  by  a  constantly 
increasing  number  of  bodies.   From  1818  to  1819  it  was  administered  in 
Franklin  County  by  the  territorial  justices  of  the  peace,  the  territorial 
county  court,  and  the  territorial  circuit  court.  The  Constitution  of  1818 
vested  the  judicial  powers  of  the  state  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  General  Assembly  should  ordain  and  establish;  required  the 
Supreme  Court  justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties;  and 
provided  for  the  appointment,  in  such  manner  and  with  such  powers  and  duties 
as  the  General  Assembly  should  direct,  of  a  competent  number  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  each  county.'* 

Federal  statutes  already  allowed  circuit  courts  in  all  states  juris- 
diction over  the  naturalization  of  aliens;"  the  first  state  legislature  ad- 


1,  L.  1B]9,  p,  317;  R.L,  1827,  p.  373;  L,  1837,  p.  194,195;  L.  1839,  p. 
8-12;  ju,  1840,  p.  3;  L,  1845,  p,  9,11;  L,  1853,  p.  71,111;  L.  1871-72, 
p.  32,34,35,46,56-58;  L,  1873-74,  p.  51;  L,  1911,  p.  485;  L.  1917,  p, 
654;  L,  1919,  p,  765;  L.  1931,  p.  747. 

2,  L.  1819,  p,  315,316;  R.S^  1845,  p,  138;  L.  1861,  p.  239;  R.S.  1874,  p, 
323,324. 

3,  L.  1819,  p,  318;  L,  1837,  Sp,  Sess,,  p,  59,60;  L,  1845,  p,  33;  R.S.  1845, 
p,  138,139;  L,  1861,  p.  239,240;  R.S.  1874,  p,  323,324. 

4,  Const,  1818,  Art,  IV,  sec,  1,4,8. 

5,  2  U.S.  Stat,  153-55, 
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ditionally  conferred  jurisdiction  over  all  causes  at  comiion  law  aiad  chajicery 
and  over  all  cases  of  treason,  felony,  and  other  crines  and  misdemeanors.^ 
The  legislature  further  required  that  two  terms  of  a  circuit  court  be  held 
in  each  county  annually  by  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  justices, 2  but  in  1824 
provision  was  made  for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  by  separate  circuit 
court  judges,  to  be  appointed,  as  were  the  Supreme  Court  justices,  by  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  hold  office  during  good  behavior. 3 
In  1827  the  General  Assembly  repealed  the  1824  law,  end  again  provided  for 
circuit  courts  to  be  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices. 4  At  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature,  ^7hen  a  new  circuit  was  established,  provision  was  made 
for  the  appointment  of  a  circuit  judge  to  act  therein. °  At  that  time,  there- 
fore, the  circuit  courts  were  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices  in  four  judicial 
circuits  and  by  a  circuit  judge  in  the  fifth. °  A  change  was  made  again  in 
1835,  when  power  to  hold  circuit  courts  was  taken  away  from  tha  Supremo 
Court  justices  and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  five  circuit 
judges,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  authorized,  to  hold  circuit  courts.*^ 
The  six  judicial  circuits  existing  at  that  time  were  supplemented  during 
the  next  few  years  by  the  creation  of  new  circuits, °  so  that  they  numbered 
nine  in  1341  when  the  office  of  circuit  judge  was  again  abolished  and  the 
Supreme  Court  justices,  also  increased  to  nine,  were  required  to  hold  cir- 
cuit courts. 9  Then  in  1849  another  change  was  made  in  accordance  with  the 
second  constitution  which  provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by 
the  judicial  district  electorate. ^^^  This  system  has  continued  from  that 
date  until  the  praoent.H 

The  authority  of  justices  of  the  -neace  was  limited  by  law  to  jurisdic- 
tion in  specified  civil  cases  and  in  misdemeanors,  with  appeals  allov.'8d 
from  their  judg-ments  to  the  circuit  court.  12  The  po\7er  of  apt^ointment  the 
logislc^ture  at  first  reserved  to  itself; ^3  in  1827,  however,  justices  of  the 
peace  were  required  to  be  elected,  two  in  each  of  such  districts  as  should 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  380. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  378. 

3.  L.  1824,  p.  41.   The  Constitution  of  1818,  vihich   had  required  that 
Supreme  Court  jxistices  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  further 
provided  that  they  should  not,  after  the  first  session  of  the  legislar- 
ture  subsequent  to  January  1,  1824,  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required 
to  do  so  by  law  (Art.  IV,  sec.  4). 

4.  R.L.  1827,  p.  118,119. 

5.  R.L.  1829,  p.  38. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  42,48. 

7.  L.  1835,  p.  150. 

8.  L.  1837,  p.  113;  L.  1838-39,  p.  155. 

9.  L.  1341,  p.  173. 

10.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,15. 

11.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

12.  L.  1819,  p.  185,192,195. 

13.  Ibid. ,  p.  22. 
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t>e  determined  vathin  statutory  limits  b;.'-  tlic  county  commissioner  j'  court ,1 

At  the  time  of  the  erection  of  Franklin  County  probate  jurisdiction 
■..T.s  vested  in  the  territorial  county  court  ,2  Kov;evcr,  a  fov:  days  after  the 
organization  of  the  county  this  jurisdiction  was  given  to  the  territorial 
circuit  court«^  Later,  v:hon  Illinois  v;as  rdmittcd  tothc  Union,  jurisdic- 
tion over  probate  matters  v/as  delegated  to  the  county  comnis  si  oners*  court," 
By  act  of  the  next  General  Assembly,  it  v.tis  transferred  to  the  court  of  pro- 
bate,^ consisting  in  each  county  of  one  judge  a;-pointcd  by  the  General  As- 
sembly.'^ As  a  result  of  the  substitution  in  1837  of  probate  justices  of 
the  peace  for  tho  judges  of  probate,   jurisdiction  over  x-'i'obatc  riir.ttcrs  for 
the  first  time  v.t.s  placed  in  the  hands  of  elected  officers. 

The  comity  court  v.r.s  the  creation  of  the  second  ccnstitution,^  v;hich 
also  made  circuit  judges  elected  officcrs.^^  Vjith  roccrd  tc  the  nc->T  court, 
it  \-T.s  further  presided  by  lav/  that  it  should  be  held  in  each  county  by  a 
single  elected  officer,  the  county  judge,-*---  Its  authority  extended  to 
jurisdiction  in  all  prcbatc  mt'-ttcrs,  and  to  such  jurisdiction  in  civil  and 
criminr.l  cases  as  night  be  conferred  by  the  General  Assembly, ^^  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  latter  provision,  the  ciunty  court  •vvr.s  first  given  the  same 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  justices  of  the  peace;13  at  the  ne;rfc 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  hov/ever,  it  vras  declared  that  county 
judges  vrhen  exercising  this  jurisdiction,  acted  only  in  the  capacity  of 
justices  of  the  peace,-'-'^  Until  the  next  constitutional  period,  the  coiJia- 
ty  court,  as  such,  v/as  given  jurisdiction  only  in  a  limited  number  of  spe- 
cial actionsjl^  it  \ms,  hov/ever,  considered  entitled  to  equal  jurisdiction 


1.  R.L.  1827,  p.  255,256,  Since  1821,  hov.'ever,  the  county  coimnissioners ' 
court  liD.d  been  required  to  establish  such  districts,  vrhich  also  con- 
stituted general  election  precincts  (l..  1821,  p.  74),  For  changes  in 
the  statutory  lir.itations  of  this  power,  of  the  court,  _sec_R.L»  1827, 
p.  255  and  R.L.  1829,  p.  93. 

2.  Nathr.niel  Pope,  ed..  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  p.  o-l-5, 

3.  Laws  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  1817-13,  p.  92, 

4.  L.   1319/  -J,   225-33, 

5.  L.   IGCl,    p.   121. 

6.  Ibid.,    p.   119,     The   Constitution  of  1813   (Art,  IV,    sec.   4)   Ins-d  also 
designated  this  manner  of  election  for  judges  of  all   inferior  courts. 

7.  L.  1837,  p.  176,177. 

8.  The  Constitution  of  1018  (Art.  IV,  sec,  8)  had  reserved  tc  the  General 
Assembly  the  right  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  appointment  of  justices 
of  the  ■Dcaco. 

9.  Const,  1343,  Art.  V,  sec.  1,16. 

10.  Ibid.,  Art.  V,  sec,  7,15, 

11.  Ibid".,  Art,  V,  sec.  17. 

12.  Ibid.,  Art.  V,  sec.  18. 
15.  L.  1G49,  p.  65. 

14,  Ibid* »    Second  Scss.,  p.  15, 

15,  L,  1349,  p.  65,66;  L.  1353,  p.  103;  L.  1861,  p.  171,172, 
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with  the  circuit  court  over  naturalization.!  In  this  sane  period,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  increasing,  on  the  basis  of  population,  the  number  of 
justices  of  the  peace  to  be  elected  in  each  district.   In  Franklin  County, 
and  others  similairly  organized,  one  additional  justice  of  the  peac3  is 
now  elected  for  every  one  thousand  inhabitants  exceeding  two  t!ious;xnd  in- 
habitants in  each  tovm.^ 

Provision  was  first  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1870  for  the  estab- 
lishment by  the  General  Assembly  of  an  independent  probate  court  in  e:.ch 
county  having  a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousaaid  inhabitants- -^  As 
first  established  by  statute,  the  new  courts  were  to  be  formed  in  cou:ities 
of  one  hundred  thousand  or  more  inhabitants.'*  This  population  rervj  cement 
was  lowered  to  seventj"-  thousand  in  1881. ^  The  population  of  FrirJ:iin  County 
not  having  reached  this  figure,  jurisdiction  over  probate  mattura  'lan   con- 
tinued to  be  vested  in  the  county  court  in  accordance  with  conj;'"icatD.onal 
provision  to  that  effect. 5  The  county  court,  early  in  this  period,  was 
given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  appeals  from  jus- 
tices of  the  peace;'  its  original  jurisdiction  was  extended  to  be  equal 
with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  all  that  class  of  cases  cognizable  by 
justices  of  the  peace^  and  involving  in  controversy  sums  not  exceeding 
$500.^  In  1906,  however,  it  lost  its  naturalization  jurisdiction  since 
it  failed  to  meet  the  additional  requirement  of  Federal  legislation  that 
it  possess  jurisdiction  at  law  without  limitation  upon  amounts  in  con- 
troversy.10  The  present  constitution,  also,  for  the  first  time,  directed 
the  manner  in  which  the  General  Assembly  should  establish  judicial  cir- 
cuits, requiring  that  circuits  be  formed  of  contiguous  counties  and  that 
they  should  not  exceed  in  n-umber  one  circuit  for  every  one  h\xndred  thousand 
of  population  of  the  state. -'■-'■  At  present  there  are  eighteen  circuits  in 
Illinois,  and  Franklin  County  is  attached  to  the  second  circuit. 12 


1.  2  U.S.  Stat.  155. 

2.  L.  1854,  p.  30.   No  more  than  five  justices,  however,  maj'  be  elected 
from  any  town  or  election  precinct. 

3.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20. 

4.  L.  1877,  p.  79,80. 

5.  L.  1881,  p.  72.  In  1933,  the  act  of  1377  was  further  e-mended  to  make 
the  establishment  of  an  independent  probate  court  mandate i^'  in  counties 

Jiaving  a  population  of  eighty-five  thousand  or  more  end  optional  in 
counties  having  a  population  of  between  seventy  thovisand  and  eighty- 
five  thousand  (L.  1933,  p.  458). 

6.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18;  L.  1877,  p.  80;  L.  1381,  ri.  72. 

7.  R.S.  1874,  p.  340;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1895,  p.  212,223. 

8.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  has  also  been  progressively  increased 
during  this  period.   See  L.  1871-72,  p.  524;  L.  1895,  d.  139,190; 
L.  1917,  p.  562,563;  L.  1929,  p.  541,542. 

9.  L.  1371-72,  p.  325. 

10.  34  U.S.  Stat.  595. 

11.  Const.  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec.  13. 

12.  L.  1933,  p.  436. 
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Clerks  of  Courts 


The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  prior  to  the  creation  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  was  appointed  by  the  territorial  Governor.   Under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1818  the  clerk  was  appointed  hy  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  that 
court.   Since  1849,  however,  Irj   provisions  of  the  constitutions  of  1848  and 
1870,  the  office  has  "been  filled  by  election,"^  The  office  of  clerk  of  the 
county  court,  which  was  an  independent  elective  office  xuidcr  the  second  con- 
stitution,  is  now  filled  in  an  ex  officio  capacity  by  the  county  clerk^ 
who  is  also  required  by  constitutional  provision  to  be  elected.   The  county 
commissioners'  court,  which  for  a  brief  period  held  jurisdiction  over  pro- 
bate matters,  had  its  ovna  clerk  who  was  at  that  time  appointed  by  the 
court.   Probate  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace  who  subsequently  held 
probate  jurisdiction,  were  required  to  act  as  their  own  clerks. °  With  the 
transfer  of  probate  jurisdiction  to  the  county  court,  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  was  required  to  keep,  separately,  records  of  probate  proceed- 
ings axLd  business.   In  Franklin  County  where  the  county  court  retains  pro- 
bate jurisdiction,  the  county  clerk  serves  it  in  these  natters  in  his  cap- 
acity as  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  county  court.    Justices  of  the  peace 
have  always  been  required  to  keep  their  records  in  person. 

Ministerial  Officers 

The  principal  ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of  record  in  Illinois 
counties  is  the  sheriff.  Prior  to  1819  the  sheriff  was  appointed  by  the  ter- 
ritorial Governor;12  however,  the  first  constitution  provided  that  the  sher- 
iff should  be  elected.-'-"^  Later,  in  1827,  statutory  provision  was  made  for 
the  appointment  of  deputies  by  the  principal  officer;   since  1870,  the  num- 
ber of  deputies  that  the  sheriff  may  appoint  is  determined  by  rule  of  the  cir- 
cuit court.   The  ministerial  duties  of  the  sheriff  have  undergone  little 
change  in  more  than  one  hundred  years.  Essentially  he  is  to  attend,  in  por- 


1,  Laws  of  the  Illinois  Territory »  1817-18,  p,  94, 

2,  Art,  IV,  sec,  6,  ""■ 

3,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  21,29;  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8, 

4,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  19, 

5,  R.S.  1874,  p,  260, 

6,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8, 

7,  L,  1819,  p.  175, 

8,  L,  1821,  p,  119,120;  L.  1637,  p,  177,178, 

9,  L,  1849,  p,  66, 

10,  R.S.  1874,  p,  260, 

11,  L,  1819,  p,  185-97  (n*'  specified  record-Jceeping  requirement  listed  among 
general  duties  of  justices),  326  (establishing  fees  to  be  paid  justices 
for  keeping  records);  R.L,  1827,  p,  260  (becomes  definite  provision  for 
justices  to  keep  .  -n  records);  L,  1895,  p,  221,222, 

12,  John  Reynolds,  Pioneer  History  of  Illinois,  p,  365, 

13,  Const,  1818,  Art,  III,  sec,  11, 

14,  R.L.  1827,  p,  373, 

15,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  9, 
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son  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record,  in  the  county,  obeying  the  orders 
and  directions  of  the  court,  and  to  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs, 
warrants,  process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him.-^ 

The  coroner  was  originally  given  power  equal  with  the  sheriff  as  a 
ministerial  officer  of  the  courts. ^  Ke  was  also  required  to  serve  all 
process  in  any  suit  in  which  the  sheriff  was  an  interested  party^  and  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  when  that  office  was  vacant.'*  The 
last  two  functions  are  still  incumbent  upon  the  coroner.^ 

Justices  of  the  peace  are  served  similarly'  in  a  ministerial  capacitj' 
by  constables.  Not  until  1870  was  the  office  of  constable  given  constitu- 
tional recognition;^  at  its  creation  by  the  first  General  Assembly,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  constables 
in  each  township;'  in  1827  it  vras  provided  that  two  constables  should  be 
elected  in  each  justicc-of-the-peace  district.   Since  that  date,  subse- 
quent legislation  has  grouped  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  all 
provisions  regarding  their  election.^  Constables,  like  sheriffs  and  coro- 
ners, have  always  been  required  to  serve  and  execute  all  process  legr.lly 
directed  to  them;^*-*  process  issuing  from  a  Justico-of-tho-pcacc  court,  how- 
ever, nny  be  directed  only  to  some  constable  of  the  same  coiinty.-'-^ 

Prosecutions 

The  duty  of  the  present  state's  attorney  to  prosecute  and  defend  all 
actions,  civil  or  criminal,  involving  the  county,  the  people,  or  officers 
of  the  state  or  county, ^2  was  incumbent  originally  upon  the  circuit  attor- 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  Ill;  R.S.  1874,  p.  990,991. 

2.  John  Reynolds.  Pioneer  History  of  Illinois,  p.  335;  L.  1819,  p.  111. 
5.   L.  1821,  p.  20-33. 

4.  R.L.  1827,  p.  372,375. 

5.  R.S.  1874,  p.  282.  Despite  the  absence  from  the  present  lav/  of  statu- 
tory provision  for  the  coroner  to  serve  process  originally  directed  to 
him  (R.S.  1874,  p.  281,282),  the  co\irts  have  held  that  he  may  so  do,  an 
emergency  being  presumed  to  exist  without  need  for  the  process  to  recite 
reason  for  its  issuance  to  the  coroner  (20  111.  185;  57  111.  268). 

6.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI.  sec.  21. 

7.  L.  1819,  p.  152. 

8.  R.L.  1827*  p.  258. 

9.  See  Courts ,  p.  53. 

10.  L.  1819,  p.  152,163;  R.S.  1874,  p.  400. 

11.  L.  1819,  p.  186;  R.S.  1845,  p.  317;  L.  1871-72,  p.  525;  L.  1895.  p.  191, 
193;  L,  1937,  p.  900.   Similarly,  process  issuing  from  courts  of  record 
is  required  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or,  under  certain  conditions 
noted  (footnotes  2,3,  and  4),  to  the  coroner  (R.S.  1845,  p.  413;  L.  1871- 
72,  p.  338;  L.  1907,  p.  444,445;  L.  1953,  p.  786;  L.  1937,  p.  989). 

12.  R.S.  1874,  p.  173,174. 
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ney.    In  1827  this  officer  was  replaced  by  the  state's  attorney,^  Also 
in  effect  from  an  early  date  is  the  officer's  other  major  duty,  apart  from 
the  enforcement  of  law, ^  of  giving  opinions  on  any  questions  of  law  relat- 
ing to  criminal  or  other  matters  in  which  the  people  of  the  county  may  be 
concerned.^ 

The  offices  of  circuit  attorney  and  early  state's  attorney,  which 
existed  solely  by  statutory  provision,  were  appointive  by  the  Governor 
until  1835,^  and  thereafter  by  the  General  Assembly,   The  second  con- 
stitution provided  for  an  elected  state's  attorney;   since  each  judicial 
circuit  was  an  elective  district  for  this  purpose,  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  new  officer  remained  the  same  as  that  of  the  former  offi- 
cer,^ Not  until  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  was  provision 
made  for  the  election  of  a  separate  state's  attorney  in  each  county. 

Inquests 

The  holding  of  inquests,  one  of  the  duties  of  the  coroner  in  Illinois 
counties,  is  also  a  part  of  the  administration  of  justice.  The  office  of 
coroner  was  created  by  the  first  constitution  and  required  to  be  filled 
by  election;   the  statutory  provisions  concerning  the  inquest  function 
have  not  changed  substantially  since  their  enactment  by  the  second  General 
Assembly, ■'■^  The  coroner,  when  informed  of  the  body  of  any  person  being 
found  dead,  supposedly  by  violence,  casualty,  or  undue  means,  is  required 
to  summon  a  jury  to  inquire  how,  in  what  manicer,  and  by  whom  or  what,  death 
was  caused;  testimony  of  witnesses  is  taken;  witnesses  whose  evidence  im- 
plicates any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of  the  deceased  are  bound  over 
to  the  circuit  court;  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is  returned  to  the  clerk  of 
that  court. 


1,  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory.  1817-18,  p,  54;  L.  1819,  p,  204;  L,  1825, 
p.  178,179, 

2,  R.L.  1827,  p.  79,80, 

3,  See  Enforcement  of  Law,  p.  60. 

4,  R.S.  1845,  p,  76;  R.S.  1874,  p.  174. 

5,  Laws   of   Illinois  Territory,    1817-18,   p.   54;   L,   1819,    p,   204-6, 

6,  Ibid.,   p.   204.  

7,  L7T835,    p,   44. 

8,  Const.  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  21,   The  new  title,  however,  had  already 
come  into  occasional  use  in  the  interim  (R»L,  1827,  p.  79,80;  L.  1835, 
p.  18,19), 

9,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  28. 

10.  Const,  1870,  Art.  VI,  set,  22. 

11.  Const,  1818,  Art,  III,  sec.  11, 

12.  Cf,  L.  1821,  p,  22-24;  R.S.  1845,  p,  517,518;  R.S,  1874,  p.  282-84; 
111.  Rev.  Stat,  1939,  p,  820-22. 

13.  L,  1821,  p,  24,25;  R.S.  1845,  p,  518;  R.S.  1874,  p,  284;  L.  1879,  p, 
82;  L,  1907,  p.  213;  L,  1919,  p,  403,404;  L,  1931,  p,  388,389, 
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The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury,  however,  is  not  generally  admlssi- 
able  in  evidence;^  additionally,  it  is  not  held  to  bo  prima  facie  proof  of 
matters  stated  therein  with  regard  to  the  cause  and  manner  of  denth;2  its 
essential  nature,  therefore,  is  that  of  a  finding  of  facts  upon  the  basis 
of  which  the  coroner  may  bo  led  to  discharge  his  collateral  duty  to  appre- 
hend and  commit  to  jail  any  person  implicated  by  the  inquest  as  the  un- 
lawful slayer  of  the  deceased. 3  To  this  extent,  the  coroner's  inquest 
duties  overlap  his  fu:;ction  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law. 

Enforcement  of  Law 

Sheriffs,  coroners,  and  constables  have  always  been  cb-arged  equally 
with  keeping  the  peace  and  apprehending  all  offenders  against  the  law. 4 
The  state's  attorney's  powers  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law 
originally  arise  by  implication  from  another  duty;^  the  gathering  of  evi- 
dence and  the  apprehension  of  offenders  ie  necessarily  involved  in  commenc- 
ing and  prosecuting  actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  are 
concerned. 6  In  relatively  recent  years,  however,  the  state's  attorney  has 
been  given  more  specific  statutory  pov;ers  to  enforce  laws  and  to  investi- 
gate violations  and  secure  necessary  evidence  thereof.'''  But  at  any  time 
the  effective  spheres  of  authority  of  law  enforcement  officers  have  been 
determined  less  by  statutory  provisions  than  by  local  conditions  and  in- 
dividual circ\mstances. 


Elections 

Elections  in  Illinois  after  it  became  a  state  were  under  control  of 
the  county  commissioners'  court."  It  appointed  three  judges  of  election 
for  each  precinct,  which  at  first  consisted  of  an  entire  township. ^ 

When  the  Constitution  of  1648  was  adopted,  the  control  of  election 
officials  remained  in  the  co\inty  commissioners'  court  vintil  the  entire 


1.  46  N.V/.  872.   It  is,  however,  held  to  be  proper  practice  to  offer, 
in  cross-examining  vdtnesses  sought  to  be  impeached,  excerpts  from 
transcripts  of  testimony  taken  at  the  inquest  (l89  111.  App.  556; 
211  111.  App.  474). 

2.  201  111.  App.  287. 

3.  L.  1821,  p.  25;  R.S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.S.  1874,  p.  283,284. 

4.  John  Reynolds,  Pioneer  History  of  Illinois  p.  365;  L.  1819,  p.  111,162, 
163;  R.S.  1845,  p.  515;  R.S,  1874,  p.  400. 

5.  See  Prosecutions  ,  p.  58. 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  204;  R.S.  1845,  p.  76. 

7.  L.  1885,  p.  3;  L.  1907,  p.  288;  L.  1913,  p.  395;  L.  1915,  p.  368;  L.  1927. 
p.  33. 

8.  L.  1819.  p.  90;  R.L.  1829.  p.  55. 

9.  L.  1819.  p.  90,91. 
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jurisdiction  of  that  coiirt  was  vested  in  the  new  administrative  county 
court .1  Little  change  was  made  during  this  constitutional  period;  the 
judges  of  election  continued  to  "be  appointed  "by  the  county  court  or  "board 
doing  county  "business,  and  the  clerks  to  he  appointed  "by  the  judges.  Even 
the  event  of  registration^  and  the  new  Constitution  of  I87O  "broiight  "but 
slight  alteration  in  the  main  election  procedure;  county  "boards,  whether 
made  Mp   of  town  supervisors  or  county  commissioners,  still  appointed  the 
judges  of  election.   However,  in  counties  under  township  organization, 
these  judges  now  had  to  "be  the  town  supervisor,  assessor,  and  collector 
in  the  election  district  in  which  they  resided. 3  The  judges  continued  to 
appoint  the  clerks.   The  election  "board  also  "became  the  "board  of  registry. 5 
Three  judges  of  election  and  two  clerks  had  "been  the  rule,  "but  in  1885  the 
num"ber  of  clerks  was  increased  to  three."  By  an  amendment  to  the  1S72  act 
in  regard  to  elections,'  only  the  town  supervisor  in  counties  so  organized 
was  required  to  "be  one  of  the  judges  of  election  in  the  district  or  precinct 
in  which  he  resided. °  The  county  "board  continued  to  appoint  judges  of 
election  if  they  were  not  elected  or  appointed  "by  election  commissioners. 9 

When  a  city,  village  or  incorporated  town  adopted  the  city  election 
law, 10  ^   marked  change  in  procedure  took  place.   This  change  called  for  the 
appointment  by  the  county  court  of  the  county  in  which  the  city,  village  or 
incorporated  town  wa,s  located,  of  a  "board  of  election  commissioners,  composed 
of  three  members. H  Names  of  proposed  precinct  election  board  members,  both 
judges  and  clerks,  were  to  be  submitted  by  the  board  of  election  commissioneis 
to  the  county  court  for  appointment  and  approval, ^^  gjid  upon  approval  they, 
like  the  commissioners,  became  officers  of  that  court  and  liable  in  a  pro- 
ceeding for  contempt  for  any  misbehavior  in  their  office. ■'■3 

In  I8I9,  voting  was  by  ballot,  either  printed  (but  not  at  public  expense) 
or  written. 1^  Then  in  1821,  oral  voting  was  introducedl5  only  to  be  soon  re- 
placed by  a  combination  of  the  two  methods  in  which  the  elector  prepared  his 
ballot,  handed  it  to  a  judge  of  election  and  the  judge  read  aloud  the  names 


1.  L.  I8U9,  p.  65. 

2.  L.  I865,  p.  5U. 

3.  L.  I871-72,  p.  3S5. 
k.  Ibid. 

5.  L.  1873-7^.  p.  96. 

6.  L.  1885,  p.  195. 

7.  L.  I872.  p.  380. 

8.  L.  1903,  p.  173. 

9.  L.  1905,  p.  202;  L.  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  28. 

10.  L.  1885,  p.  1U2, 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  IU7;  L.  1899,  p.  163. 

12.  L.  1885,  p.  150. 151)  L,  1899.  p.  I67. 

13.  L.  1885,  p.  I5I;  L,  1899.  p.  107. 
lU.  L.  1819,  p.  9^. 

15.  L.  1821.  p,  73, 
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of  the  persons  voted  for  and  the  clerks  recorded  the  vote.^  Constitutional 
recognition  of  voting;  "by  ballot  was  given  in  1848. ^  The  Constitution  of 
1870  provided  for  cunulative  voting  so  as  to  enable  minorities  to  have  rep- 
resentation in  the  General  Assembly.*^  The  next  great  change  was  the  intro- 
duction of  the  secret  or  Australian  ballot,  still  in  use  today,  and  the  print- 
ing and  distribution  of  all  ballots  at  public  expense.'^  Voting  machines  were 
authorized  In  1903.   Challengers  and  watchers  for  the  various  candidates, 
were  first  permitted  in  1927.5 

-Registry  of  voters  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting  was  first  required  In 
1865  and  absentee  voting  was  also  allowed  to  enable  those  in  military 
service  of  the  United  States  to  vote  by  giving  a  power  of  attorney  to  a 
resident  elector  to  cast  the  vote  for  the  absentee. ^   During  the  World  War 
this  was  changed  so  that  ballots  were  sent  to  the  army  officers,  and 
soldiers,  having  chosen  their  election  board,  voted  wherever  they  happened 
to  be,  but  not  less  thain  five  or  more  than  twenty  days  prior  to  the  general 
election  day.^  Absentee  registration,  however,  did  not  come  until  1927.^*^ 
Permanent  registration  cane  nine  years  later,   and  was  intended  to  make 
the  elector's  registration  permanent  vintil  his  death  or  chanf,e  of  residence 
or  chejige  of  name.-^^  Registration  is  under  the  control  of  the  county  board, 
county  clerk,  and  coimty  court^S  except  in  cities,  villages,  and  incorporated 
towns  which  have  adopted  the  election  act.-'-'^  In  these  cities,  villages,  and 
incorporated  towns  ,  registration  is  ^juider  the  direction  of  a  board  of  election 
commissioners  as  well  as  the  county  court. ■'■^ 

Women  were  first  allov/ed  to  vote  in  elections  for  school  officials ;-'-° 
twenty-two  years  later,  in  1913,  their  voting  power  was  enlarged  to  include 
elections  for:  presidential  electors,  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion, clerk  of  the  appellate  court,  county  collector,  county  surveyor,  members 
of  the  board  of  assessors,  members  of  the  board  of  review,  sanitary  district 
trustees,  and  all  officers  of  cities  and  towns  (except  police  magistrates)  and 


1.  R.L.  1829,  p.  57;  R.S.  1845,  p.  217. 

2.  Const.  1848,  Art.  VI.  sec.  2. 

3.  Art.  IV,  sec.  7,8. 

4.  L.  1891.  o.  108. 

5.  L.  1903,  p.  .178, 

6.  L.  1927.  p.  443. 

7.  L.  1865,  p.  54. 

8.  Ibid. ,  p.  60. 

9.  L.  1917,  p.  441. 

10.  L.  1927,  p.  443. 

11.  L.  1936.  Fourth  So.  Sess.,  p.  50-53. 

12.  Ibid. 

13.  L.  1865,  p.  54,59;  L.  1871-72.  p.  385,390,391. 

14.  L.  1885,  p.  147;  L.  1936,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  50-53, 

15.  Ibid. 

16.  L.  1891.  p.  135. 
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on  all  questions  and  propositions  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of 
such  municipalities  or  other  political  divisions  of  this  state.   This  fran- 
chise also  extended  to  the  following  township  officers:  supervisor,  town 
clerk,  assessor,  collector,  and  highway  commissioners,  and  an  active 
participation  in  all  town  meetings,-'-  They  had  to  meet  the  same  requirements 
as  men  as  to  age,  residence,  and  registration, 2  General  suffrage  was 
granted  to  women  in  192l3  in  accordance  with  the  Nineteenth  Amendment  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  which  became  effective  on  August  26,  1920, 


Education 

The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  creation  and  adjnipsion  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  set  aside  section  sixteen  of  every  township 
for  the  use  of  schools,^  The  first  state  legislation  on  the  subject  was 
concerned  only  with  the  establishment  of  school  districts  and  the  sale 
or  leasing  of  school  land  to  provide  necessary  funds,  for  which  purposes, 
three  trustees  of  school  lands  vrere   appointed  in  each  tovmship  by  the 
county  commissioners'  court. 5 

In  1825.  however,  ---dth  a  common  school  system  in  operation,  provision 
was  made  for  its  educational  as  "-"ell  as  financial  administration,   Three 
elected  officers,  known  as  township  school  trustees,  were  charged  in  each 
township  with  superintending  schools,  exajmining  and  employing  teachers, 
leasing  all  land  belonging  to  the  district,  and  reporting  annually  to  the 
county  comnissioners'  court;  this  report,  however,  was  limited  to  such 
matters  as  were  concerned  in  the  financial  administration  of  the  schools, o 
In  IS27  the  county  commissioners'  court  was  again  empowered  to  appoint  trus- 
tees of  school  lands,  but  despite  the  use  of  the  earlier,  more  limited 
title,  these  officers  were  chaTged  with  all  the  duties  of  the  former  town- 
ship school  trustees. 7  The  creation  of  the  office  of  county  school  commis- 
sioner in  1829  brought  a  new  element  into  the  complex  situation.   The  com- 
missioner was  at  first  given  limited  duties  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  school 
lands  and.  the  manp^ement  of  school  funds ;°  his  subsequent  gains  in  this  re- 
spect at  the  expense  of  the  township  trustees  foreshadowed  the  demarcation  of 
spheres  of  authority  tha.t  was  made  in  ISUy.?   In  the  interim,  the  school 
commissioner,  who  had  first  been  aopointed  by  the  county  commissioners' 


1.  L.  1913,  r,.    3-^. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  L.  1921,  p.  U30. 
k.  3  U.S.  Stat.  U28. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  107,108. 

6.  L,  1825,  P.  121,122. 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p.  366-70. 

8.  R.L.  1829,  p.  150-5^. 

9.  Cf.  L.  1831,  p.  176;  L.  I8U1,  p.  275-79. 
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court, •■■  became  an  elected  officer;^  in  such  tovmships  as  elected  to  incorpo- 
rate for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  supporting  schools,  township  trustees 
also  tecame  elected  officers  and  were  there  denominated  trustees  of  schools.'^ 

The  situation  created  fey  the  legislation  of  1847  in  certain  respects 
has  not  since  teen  substantially  altered.  In  all  counties,  tovmship  trus- 
tees became,  and  are  still,  elected  officers,  styled  tovmship  school  tinis- 
tees.^  The  relative  authority  of  the  county  school  commissioner^  and  of 
officers  of  the  township  with  regard  to  financial  administration  was  fixed 
essentially  as  at  present. ^  However,  tovmship  trustees  lost  practically  all 
their  former  duties  with  regard  to  matters  purely  educational  as  a  result 
of  a  development  that  occured  in  1845. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  the  county  first  entered  into  the  actual  ad- 
ministration of  education  with  the  creation  of  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools.'''  Filled  at  first  by  the  school  commissioner  in  an  ex- officio 
capacity,"  it  quickly  absorbed  most  of  the  fvinctions  of  township  trustees 
with  regard  to  the  advancement  of  education; 9  later,  the  office  cane  to  be 
filled  by  election-'-O  and  completely  absorbed  that  of  school  commissioner.^^ 
In  the  new  field  of  county  administration  of  education,  the  superintendent's 
duties  remained  constant  throTogh  his  change  in  legal  status,  requiring  him 
to  visit  all  the  tovmships  in  his  couiity  and  inquire  into  the  condition  and 
manner  of  conducting  their  schools,  to  examine  persons  proposing  to  teach 
school,  to  grant  certificates  to  persons  qualified  to  teach  in  schools, 
and  to  report  to  the  county  board  on  all  his  acts  relating  to  the  mnnage- 


1.  E.L.  1829,  p.  150. 

2.  L.  1841,  p.  261,262. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  273,274.   In  unincorporated  townships,  trustees  continued 

to  be  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  (ibid. ,  d.  259,260). 

4.  L.  1847.  p.  126;  L.  1909,  p.  350. 

5.  The  subsequent  substitution  of  an  independent  elected  superintendent 
of  schools  for  the  school  commissioner  who  had  additionally  been  ex  ■_ 
officio  superintendent  (see  footnotes  8,10,  and  ll) ,  was  only  a  change 
in  the  legal  status  of  the  officer  of  the  county  and  had  no  further 
import. 

6.  L.  1847,  p.  123,124.128,129;  L.  1909,  p.  351-54;  L.  1927,  p.  794,795. 

7.  R.S.  1845,  p.  498. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  Ibid.  ,  p.  487-503.   Cf.  L.  1825,  p.  121,122;  R.L.  1827,  p.  356-70; 
L.  1831,  p.  173;  L.  1841,  p.  270.275,276,279.  The  only  duty  of  this 
category  that  was  left  to  tovmship  trustees  in  the  laws  of  1847  con- 
cerned the  examination  of  prospective  teachers  and  the  issuance  of 
certificates  where  merited  (L.  1847,  p.  130). 

10.  L.  1865,  p.  112. 

11.  Ibid. ,  p.  112,113. 
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ment   of   school   funds  and.  lane's. ■'■      Subseouent   legislation   has  enlarged    the 
scope  of   this  phase  of   the    superintendant '  s  functions,   "but   it   is  in  his 
role  as  an  agent  of  state   supervision  that  he  has  "been  chargeri  with  numer- 
ous duties  of  a  nevf  character..^ 

The   authority  of   the    state  vith  regard   to   education,    first  manifested 
in  I8U5,    hps,    like   that  of   the  connty,   "been  extenf^eci  beyond  its  original 
"bounds.     OrionaJ-ly  the  county  superintendent  was  required  only  to   communi- 
cate  to   the   State   Superintendent  of  Common  Schools3  information  concerning 
the   schools  in  his  county,^     Today,   ps  a  consequence  of  the   state's  in- 
creasing intervention  in  matters  of  public  health  and  safety,    the  county 
s\perintendent  is  required  to  inspect,    vith  regard  to    specifications,  plans 
submitted  to  him  for  the  heating,   ventilation,    lighting,    et  cetera,    of 
public  school  rooms  and  buildings;    to  visit  and   notice   such  public   school 
buildings  which  appear  to  him  to  be  unsafe,    insanitary,   or  other'"ise  unfit 
for  occupancy;    anc    to   request   the   State  leprrtrae-it   of  Public  Health, 5   the 
state  fire  marshal,    or  the   state  architect   to   insriect    such  buildings  and 
issue  reports  u'oon  which  condemnation  proceedings  can  be  "based." 


Recordation 

From  1818  to  ISI9  the  recorder  in  Franklin  County  v/as  an  appointee  of 
the   territorial  Governor. 7     After  Illinois  was  admitted  to   statehood,    for 
the  function  of  making  leg.al  record  of  written  instruments,    the  first  General 
Assembly  established  the  office   of  recorder, ^     Originally  ai^pointed  by  the 
Governor, 9   the  recorder  vras  required  to  be  elected  after  1835.'^^     1'he   second 
constitution  made  the   clerk  of  the   circuit   court-'--'-  ex  officio   recorder  in 
all   counties;12  the   oresent  constitution  continued  the  earlier  provision  in 


1.  R.S.   ISU5,   p.    Uq8-501.      Cf.   L.    I8U7,   V.   121-25;   L.   I857,   p.    25l-65, 
27s, 279, 296. ?97;   L.   18bl,   x>.   1^^0,191;   L.   1365.   P.   llU,  119-21. 

2.  L.  1909,  p.  3U7-5O;  L.  1915.  p.  636-3S. 

3.  The  Secretary  of  State  in  ex  officio  capacity  (L.  I8U5,  p.  S2) . 

In  185'-+  the  office  becam.e  independent,  filled  "by   election,  and  known 
as  that  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (L,  I85U,  p.  I3), 
which  is  its  present  status  (L.  1909,  p.  3^3)- 
U.  L.  I8U5,  p.  5i+. 

5.  Prior  to  1917.  the  rights,  peters,  and  d.tities  of  this  department  were 
vested  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  abolished  in  that  year  (L.  1917. 
T).  U, 17, 27. 28). 

6.  L.  1915.  p.  637-^. 

7.  'Jathaniel  Podg,  ed.,  Lav^'g  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois.  I,  33* 

8.  L.  ISI9.  p.  13-20. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  19. 

10.  L.  1835,  p.  166. 

11.  An  elected  officer;  see  Clerks  of  Courts,  p,  57* 

12.  Const.  18US,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  ISU9,  tj.  6U. 
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cour-ties  of  under   sixty   thousand  population  and  provided  for   the  election 
of  a  recorder   in  counties  of  that  population  or  nore.l     As  Friuiklin  County 
never  met  the  population  requirenent   the  clerk  of   the  circuit  court  has 
continued  to   fulfill   the  duties  of  recorder. 

The  basic  duty  of  the  recorder,    to  record  at  length  and  in  the  order 
of  their  receipt  all   instruments   in  writing,   has  regained  essentially  uji- 
changcd;    lcgislg.tion  has  been  directed  tcard   the   extension  of  categories 
of  instruments  entitled  to  be  recorded. 2     Conveyances  of  titlo  to  land,    a 
major  cato^or^r  of  such  records,    frequently  involve   ?Jiother  county  officer, 
the   surveyor.      Estu,blii-,hod  by   the   sacond  (jc:n-jral  Ass^nbly,    the  office  of 
sui'veyor  was  at  first  filled  oy  appointment  by  thnt  body.^  later  by  elec- 
tion.^    In  1935   the  surveyor  again  became  an  appointed  officer,    with  the 
pover  of  appointment  delogstod  to    the  county  board. 5     His  duty  to  perform 
all   surveys  he  insy  be  called  on  to  mske  within  his  county  has  undergone 
only  minor  ch.on^c,    but   its  import?nce  has  declined;    the   acta  of  nny  sur- 
veyor,  properly   acknowledged  and  certified,    have  equ?!   strjiding  before   the 
law  with   those  of  the  county  surveyor:   no  maps  or  plats  have   r^iiy  legpl  ef- 
fect unless  recorded  by  the  recorder," 


Public  Works 

Roads  and  Bridges 

Public  roads   and  bridges  were  first  under   the  superintendence  of   the 
county  conmissioners'    court  which  was  authorized  to  locate  new  roads  and 
alter  or  vacate  existing  roads,'''     Tlie  act  providing  for  such  s'Lroerinten- 
dence  empowered  the  conmissioners  to   appoint  freeholders   in  each  town- 
ship  to  act  as  supervisors,   each  appointment   to  be  for  a  one-year  period. 
New  rords  were  to  be  opened  by   the  county  commissioners' court  upon  peti- 
tion of  residents  of  the  county  and  favorable  report   from  the  road 
viewers  and  surveyor.      A  few  yorj^s  l'\tor   the  county   commissioners  were 
authorized  to  divide  the  county   into  road  districts   and  to   appoint  annu- 
ally one  supervisor   to    serve  in  each  district.^     Vith  a  change  in   the 
county  administrative  bod^-  under   the  second  constitution,    the  county 


1.  Const.   1870,    Art.    X,    sec.    8;   R.S.    1874,   p.   S33. 

2.  L.    1819,   p.    18-20;    R.L.   1829,    p.    117,118';    R.L.    1833,   p.    511;    H.3.    1845, 
p.    305,431,432,605;    L.   1851,   p.   80;    L.   1859,  p.   124;    L.    1869,   p.    2; 
R.S.   1874,    p.    833,834;    L.    1921,    p.    756,757;    L.   1925,    p.    520-22. 

5.      L.   1821,   t).    62. 

4.  L.    1835,   p.    155. 

5.  L.    1933,   p.   1104.     Provision  effective  in  1936. 

6.  R.L.   1829,   p.   173;    R.L.  1833,   p.    511;    L.   1645,   o.    201;    L.   1869,   n.    241, 
242;   R.S.   1874,   p.    1050,1051;    L.   1901,   p.    307,308;    L.    1915,   p.   575. 

7.  L.    1819,   p.    33. 

8.  I.    1325,   p.    130. 
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court  was  granted  supervision  and  control  over  public  roads,   but  the 
care  and  superintendence  of  roads  and  bridges  in  counties  electing  the 
township  form  of  government  wore  granted  to  the  commissioners  of  highways, 
elected  annually  in  each  town.   The  commissioners  divided  the  town  into 
road  districts,  and  overseers  of  highways  in  each  district  were  to  repair 
the  roads  and  carry  out  orders  of  the  commissioners.   In  counties  not 
electing  township  organization,  the  original  system  of  road  districts  and 
road  supervisors  was  continued.   From  1849  to  1872  the  county  court  exer- 
cised supervision,  control,  and  maintenance  of  roads,  highways,  and  bridges 
in  Franklin  County.   Between  1875  and  1876  and  1880  and  1885,  v/hen  Franklin 
County  was  under  the  county  commission  form  of  government,  the  supervision 
of  highways,  roads  and  bridges  was  vested  in  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners.^' In  1913  the  State  Highway  Department  Viras  established,  and  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  covnty  board  of  a  county  super- 
intendent of  highways.   The  entire  system  was  centralized  by  subjecting 
the  county  superintendent  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  high- 
way commissioner  and  by  requiring  candidates  for  county  superintendent  to 
be  approved  by  the  state  commissioner  before  appointment  by  the  county 
board.  The  term  of  office  of  the  county  superintendent  v;as  set  as  six  years 
and  his  salary  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  county  board.  A  board  of  highway 
commissioners  was  set  up  in  each  township  to  superintend  matters  relating 
to  roads  and  bridges.  Although  the  county  superintendent  was  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  county  in  regard  to  roads  and  bridges,  and  although  he  was 
subject  to  removal  by  the  county  board,  he  vm.s   regarded  as  a  deputy  of  the 
state  highway  engineer,  subject  to  his  directions.  This  indicates  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature  to  unify  the  entire  state  system  of  roads  and 
bridges.   In  1917  the  Department  of  Public  Y/orks  and  Buildings  assumed  the 
rights,  powers,  and  duties  vested  in  the  State  Highway  Department,  but 
the  county  organization  has  remained  essentially  the  same  since  1913. 

Public  Buildings 

The  county  is  given  the  power  to  hold,  own,  and  convey  real  estate 
for  county  purposes.^  This  power  is  exercised  by  the  county  board  which 
is  charged  with  the  care  and  custody  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property 
owned  by  the  county.  Throughout  the  period  of  statehrod  it  has  been  pro- 


1.  1849,  p.  65}  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

2.  L.  1849,  p.  212. 

3.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L.  1849,  p.  65,212,213;  L.  1851,  p.  64,179. 

4.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L,  1849,  p.  65,   Franklin  County  first  instituted 
township  organization  in  1872,  after  several  changes  in  form  of  govern- 
ment, it  has  since  1885  retained  township  organization. 

5.  L,  1873-74,  p.  79. 

6.  L.  1913,  p.  521-25,537-46. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  524,525,538,542-44;  L.  1917,  p.  24;  L.  1921,  p.  780-86;  L. 
1933,  p.  961. 

8.  R.S.  1874,  p.  306. 
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vided  thr.t   a  co-urthouso  and  jnil  be  erected  in  each  coxaity.l   and   that   the 
sheriff  of  each  county  be  charged  v/ith  custody  of  such  building. 2     The 
county  is  further   empowered  to  erect  buildin'^s  for   a  county  hospital,   work- 
house,   tuberculosis   s-^nit^rium,    rnd  other   county  nseds.^ 

The  county   superintendent  of  schools   is  ch-'jrged  v;ith   the  inspection 
of  pl?ns  ^nd  specif ic.tions  for  public   school  rooms   and  buildings;    rnd  the 
approvpl  of  only   those  which  conply  with  the  specifications  prep^jed  by 
the   St-tc   Superintendent  of  Puolic   Instruction. 4     He  is  also   to  request 
the  Deppxtment  of  Public  Health, °   the  state  fire  marshal,    or  the  state 
architect  to   inspect   oublic  school  buildings  which  ^pcor   to  be  unsafe, 
insnnitrjy,    or  u:-.fit  for  occupancy.     Upon  receipt   of  m  unfavorable  report 
from  these  officials,    the  county  superintendent  is   to   condemnthe  building 
?nd  notify   the  board  of  directors  or  board  of  education,    rjid  the  board  of 
school   trustees. 

Drainage 

In  1850  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for   the  granting  of  swamp   and 
overflovjed  lands   to  v?Tious   states. ^     The  land  so   granted  to  Illinois 
was   turned  over   to   the   counties   in  1852  to  be  reclaimed  by  drrinage  ?Jid 
used  for  county  piirposes."^     Such  Irnds  v/ere   to  be  under   the  care   pnd 
superintendence  of  the  county  court  which  was  to   appoint  a  "Drainage  Com- 
missioner"   to   conduct   the   soles  of  such  lands.      The  co-unty  surveyor  was 
to  prepare  plats  of  the  swenp  l-uids  ?Jid  return  such  plats  ^o  the   clerk  of 
the  county  court,    whereupon  the  court  fixed  the  valuation  upon  each  tract. 
The  Purchasers  of  these   tracts  were  given  a  certificr.te  by  the  drainage 
commissioner,    ?nd   a  deed  was  later  executed  by  the  county  court.      Tiie 
court  was   to  sell  only   eno^ogh  sv/.^inp  Innds   to   insure  recl-naiation  of  ?11 
such  Irnd,    ?ny  bal-nco   to  be  granted  to   the   several    townships   to  bo  used 
for   educational  purposes.     At   the  discretion  of   the  county,    such  b?l'-jace 
could  also  be  used  for   the  construction  of  rord.3  or  bridges,    or  for 
other  public  v/orks. 

In  1865   the  commissioners  of  highvfnys  in  e-ch   tov.-n  bec^jnc  cz  officio 
boards  of  drainage  commissioners.^     Where  a  proposed  drain  r?n  through 
more   th.in  one   town  the-  commissioners  of  nil   the   tovms   affected  made  up 


1.  L*   1819,    p.    237,238;    R.3.    1845,    p.    135;    R.S.   1874,   p.    307,308. 

2.  R.L.   1827,   p.    246,247,372;    L.    1874,   p.   990. 

3.  R.S.  1874,  p.  307;  L.  1909,  p.  163;  L.  1911,  p.  246. 

4.  L.  1915,  p.  637-40. 

5.  Created  in  1917   to   supplr-nt  the    St^te  Board  of  Heelth  abolished  in 
that  ye^r  (L.    1917,   p."  4,17, 27). 

5.  9  U.S.Stat.    519. 

7.  L.    1852,   p.    178. 

8.  L.    1855,   p.    50. 
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the  board  of  draina§',e  coniinissioners.l  In  1879,  drainage  construction  "by 
special  assossnent  was  handled  by  the  draiiiage  coraiussionors,  a  body 
corporate  end  politic  composed  of  comrais  si  oners  of  highways  .^ 

Provision  vjas  first  made  for  the  organization  of  drainage  districts 
for  arricviltural,  sanitary,  and  mining  purposes  in  1879.  Petitions  v.-ere 
to  be  filed  vd.th  the  county  clerk  and  hearings  on  the  sr.me  were  to  be 
had  before  the  county  court,  "when  the  court  found  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioners,  it  r.ppointed  three  disinterested  persons  as  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  construct  the  work*  Petitions  for  tuo  construction  of  drains  to 
cost  loss  trjin  v5,000  wero  to  be  presented  to  justices  of  the  peace,  if 
the  petitioners  so  elected,  and  the  coimiissionors  of  hif.hvrays  v;ere  to 
perform  the  duties  of  drainage  comraissioners  in  such  cases ."^  In  1885 
this  larr  v.'as  amended  to  include  drains  costing  less  tlian..  §2,000  and  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  of  three  residents  as  conunissioners*^ 


Public  Services 
Public  Health 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  created  in  1917, **  is  clmrged 
vdth  general  stapervision  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  the 
state.  In  conformance  with  this  lefislativc  order  it  is  empo\/ered  to 
supervise,  aid,  direct,  and  assist  local  health  authorities  cr  agencies 
in  the  administration  of  the  health  lav;s»  Public  health  districts  may 
be  organized  along  subcounty  lines  ^'dth  a  board  of  health  in  each.  The 
names  of  such  districts  are  to  be  filed  vrith  the  county  clork  to  complete 
their  organization.  Annually,  each  board  of  hoclth  certifies  to  tho  coim- 
ty  clerk  tho  rate  of  public  health  tax  to  be  levied  inaach  district* 
the  clerk  being  responsible  for  sotting  out  the  proper  taxes  upon  tho 
warrant  books  and  transmitting  them  to  the  collector  as  provided  for  in 
regard  to  other  taxes .6 

Control  of  the  state  health  department  over  lodging  houses,  board- 
ing houses,  taverns,  inns,  and  hotels  is  effected  through  the  county  clerk, 
the  proprietors  of  such  ostablishcments  being  required  to  file  vn.th  the 
clerk  an  a:inual  statement  containing  details  as  to  sleeping  accomodations 
for  guests.'  The  clerk  is  also  required  to  report  annually  to  the  Gtate 
health  department  the  names  and  addresses  of  township  officials.^ 


1.  L.  1CS7,  p.  91,92. 

2.  L.  1879,  p.  14-2. 

3.  Ibid,,  D.  120. 

4.  L.  13S5,  p,  130,131. 

5.  L.  1917^  p.  4, 

6.  Ibid,,  p.  27,28,763,765,767,768. 

7.  r,"l901,  p.  305. 

8.  L.  1925,  p,  480, 
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Mosqu-ito  atp-toment  districtc;  are  org5ni:ted  upon  petition  to  the  covin- 
ty  judge  of  the  coxinty  in  which  such  territory  lies,  such  petitions  "being 
filed  with  the  county  clerk.   If,  after  hearing,  the  county  judge  deter- 
mines that  the  organization  of  a  district  is  necessary,  the  question,  is 
submitted  to  the  residents  of  the  territory  at  a  special  election.  The 
Judges  of  election  make  return  to  the  county  judge,  and  the  results  are 
entered  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court.  A  majority  of  the  votes 
favoring  it,  a  mosquito  abatement  district  is  thereupon  organized.^ 

Coiinty  officials  also  entered  into  the  state's  control  of  public  svim- 
mir.g  pools.  When  a  representative  of  the  State  Departnent  of  Public  Ker.lth 
finds  conditions  that  warrant  the  closing  of  such  a  pool,  the  owner  of  the 
pool  and  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney  of  the  county  are  notified  to 
that  effect,  it  being  the  duty  of  ther,e  officers  to  enforce  such  notices. 2 

7itcl  Statistics 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health  has  charge  of  the  registration 
of  births,  "Stillbirths  ,  and  deaths  throughout  the  state. ^  To  effect  proper, 
control  of  tliis  matter  the  state  is  divided  into  vital  statistics  registra- 
tion districts  v;hich,  in  Franklin  County,  are  identical  with  the  tovmships. 
The  to'.vnship  clerk  acts  as  the  local  registrar  in  these  districts  and  re- 
cieves  certificates  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  district.  Burial 
pei'Tiiits  are  issued  by  the  registrar  and  arc  later  returned  to  him  for  filing. 

The  local  registrar  is  required  to  deposit  monthly  with  the  county 
clerk,  a  complete  set  of  records  of  births,  stillbirths,  eind  deaths  regis- 
tered during  the  month,  and  the  clerk  is  charged  with  binding  and  index- 
iiig ,  or  recording,  and  safekeeping  of  such  records.  The  original  certifi- 
cates are  sent  monthly  by  the  local  registrars  to  the  state  health  depart- 
ment which  certifies  annually  to  the  county  clerk  the  number  of  births, 
stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered  in  the  county. 

The  coui.ty  board  is  to  appropriate  money  for  the  pajinent  of  the  local 
registrar's  fees.   Such  amounts  are  cl^arges  against  the  county,  and  the 
county  clerk  is  required  to  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasurer  for 
the  amount  of  the  fees  payable  to  the  registrars. 

The  co-unty  also  enters  into  the  enforcement  phase  of  this  matter.  The 
state  health  department  reports  cases  of  violations  of  any  provirions  of 
the  act  relating  to  registration  to  the  state's  attorney  who  is  to  initiate 
and  follow  up  court  proceedings  against  violators. 

Since  1937  the  county  clerk  "las  been  required  to  keep  a  record  of 
applicr.tions  for  marriage  licenses,  together  v:ith  certificates  showing 


1.  L.  1927.  p.  694. 

2.  L.  1931,  p.  735,735, 
S.   L.  1915,  T).  560-70. 
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that  persons  desiring  to  marry  are  free  from  veneral  diseases. 1  TOien  a 
marriage  has  been  performed  the  certificate  of  marriage  together  with 
license  is  returned  to  the  county  clerk,  who  is  required  to  keep  a  reg- 
istry of  marriages,  showing  the  date,  names  of  the  parties,  and  name  and 
title  of  the  official  performing  the  ceremony. 2 

Public  Assistance 

Public  assistance  is  administered  through  the  services  of  the  county 
department  of  public  welfare,  the  county  home,  the  examiner  of  the  blind, 
the  probation  officers,  the  co\.mty  clerk,  and  the  county  board. 

The  county  department  of  public  vrelfare  is  headed  by  a  superinten- 
dent appointed  by  the  countj'-  board  after  approval  by  the  State  Department 
of  Public  lYelfare.S  jie  assists  the  state  department  in  the  operation  of 
welfare  plans  and  policies  within  the  county  and  has  charge  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  old  age  assistance. 4  in  this  latter  regard  the  county  depart- 
ment acts  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  state  department,  investigating 
applicants  and  reportin,"^  results. 

The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for  the  maintenance  and  care  of 
indigents.   Its  management  and  finances  are  provided  by  the  county  board. 5 
Blind  assistance  is  administered  in  the  county  through  appropriations  by 
the  county  board  together  with  state  funds.  An  examiner  of  the  blind,  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  board,  examines  all  applicants  referred  to  him  by 
the  county  clerk. 6  jhe  county  court  has  jurisdiction  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  mothers'  pension  fund,  A  probation  officer,  an  appointee  of 
the  court  for  this  purpose,  investigates  and  visits  cases  of  indigent 
mothers  who  are  entitled  to  benefit. ^ 


Coordination  of  Functions 

From  the   foregoing  discussion  of  functions   of  the   county  government 
it  is  apparent  that  the  county  plays  a   dual  role,    that  of  a  body  politic 
and  that  of  an  agent  of  the   state.      In  its   first  capacity  the  county, 
through  its   officials,    is   capable   of  suing  and  being  sued,    purchasing, 
holding,   and  selling  property,   making  contracts,   and  raising  revenue   for 
its  proper  operation.     As  a   state  agent  it  fits   into  a   state-wide  program 


1.  L.  1937,    p.    908-11. 

2.  R.S.    1874,    p.    696. 

3.  L.  1937,    p.   451,452. 

4.  L.  1935-36,    First  Sp.   Sess.,    p.    54-61,72;    L.    1937,    p.   265-70,452. 

5.  L.  1935,    p.    1057. 

6.  L.  1903,    p.    133;   L.    1915,    p.   256,257;   L.    1935,    p.    264,265. 

7.  L.  1913,    p.    127-30;   L.    1915,    p.   243-45;   L.    1921,    p.    162-64;    L.    1935, 
p.  256-59. 
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on  various  matters  of  public  concern,  acting  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  state  and  coordinating  the  activities  of  subcounty  agencies 
and  officials. 

Coordination  of  county  activities  is  effected  chiefly  through  the 
county  clerk.  An  illustration  of  this  is  the  part  this  official  plays  in 
the  election  procedure  where  there  is  no  board  of  election  commissioners,! 
As  ministerial  officer  of  the  county  board  he  notifies  the  judges  and  clerks 
of  elections  of  their  appointment,  supplies  them  with  blanks  and  poll  books, 
recoives  copies  of  registers  of  voters,  issues  notices  of  election,  receives 
and  preserves  returns,  canvasses  votes  with  the  assistance  of  tv;o  justices 
of  the  peace  and  retains  the  abstracts,  transmits  copies  of  election  returns 
and  abstracts  of  votos  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  issues  certificates  of 
election,  Vihore  there  is  a  board  of  election  commissioners  most  of  the 
clerical  work  is  dono  by  the  board,  however,  the  county  clerk  completes 
the  procedure  by  sending  copies  of  election  returns  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  issuing  certificates  of  election, 

Rocoriis  System 

County  records  in  the  State  of  Illinois  have  suffered  from  the  lack 
of  an  adequate  program  of  legislation  designed  to  secure  uniformity  in 
recordation  and  to  insure  the  proper  caro  of  thoso  documents  v/hich  have 
permanent  value,  Howovor,  from  the  incoption  of  statehood,  some  of fort 
has  been  made  to  coordinate  the  records  systems  of  tho  several  counties 
and  preserve  their  archives. 

In  attempting  to  ostablish  state-v;ido  uniformity  among  counties,  tho 
General  Assembly  has  at  times  provided  detailed  descriptions  of  required 
records  and  in  many  instances  has  supplied  the  very  forms  to  be  used.  Laws 
relating  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  county  officers  usually  contained  some 
such  provisions.  Thus  in  1819,  the  recorder  of  the  county  v;as  ordered  to 
supply  "parchment  or  good  large  books,  of  royal  or  other  large  paper,  well 
bound  and  covered"  wherein  to  record  all  deeds  and  conveyances  brought  to 
him  for  tho  purpose.  He  was  also  to  keep  a  fair  book  in  v;hich  to  enter 
every  deed  or  writing  to  bo  recorded,  noting  the  date,  tho  parties,  and  tho 
placo  where  the  lands  v.'oro  situated,  such  entries  to  bo  made  according  to 
priority  of  time, 2  in  1833  ho  was  required  to  keep  an  alphabetical  index 
to  each  book,3  and  by  1874  the  General  Assembly  had  prescribed  a  complete 
list  of  books  to  be  kept  in  tho  office  of  the  rocordor,  with  a  description 
of  the  contents  of  each,  which  list  has  been  continued,  substantially  un- 
changed, to  the  present, 4 


1,  See  Elections,  p,  60,  for  explanation  of  development  and  control  of 
tho  election  machinery, 

2.  L.  1819,  p,  18,20. 

3.  R.L.  1833,  p.  511, 

4,  R.S,  1874,  p.  834. 
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In  liko  mrmnor,  Icgisl-'^-tion  vrr.s   onr.cted  prescribing  roccrds  tc  to  kept 
by  the  county  clerk  r.nd  his  predecessors,  p.cting  in  their  sever.",!  c.r>,pr,ci- 
ties,-'-  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 2  the  judgc"^  r,nd  justice  of  the  pro- 
br.te  court, '^  the  coroner,^  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,"  the  co\inty 
surveyor,'''  r,nd  the  county  tror.surer." 

Description  of  records  r.nd  forms  tc  be  used  r.re  frequently  found  in 
legislp.tion  pertaining  tc  the  holding  of  elections,^  .".sscssments  r.nd   the 
collection  of  revenue,^*-*  the  orgrjiizr.tion  p,nd  mr.intenrjico  of  cominon 
schools, ^^  the  rcgistrp.tion  of  rap,rrir,ges,-^2  ^.nd  the  recording  of  vitr.l 
stp.tistics.^"^ 

While  there  hf.s  been  enacted  much  logislp.tion  prescribing  the  kind 
of  records  to  be  kept,  only  p,  few  Ir.ws  denl  with  the  sr.fcgunrding  rjid 
preservr^.ticn  of  county  r,rchivcs.   In  1819  the  Generr,l  Assembly  directed 
the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  comraiBsioners'  courts  to  provide 
"a  safe  press  or  presses  with  locks  and  keys  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
archives  of  their  offices  .  .  ,"14  j^  1843  the  county  comiriissi oners' 
courts  were  authorized,  and  required  whenever  the  finances  of  the  county 
would  justify  the  expenditure,  to  erect  a  fireproof  recorder's  office  at 
the  county  seat,  or  if  the  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  any  \in- 
appropriated  room  in  their  courthouses  could  be  made  fireproof,  to  make 


1.  L.  1649,  p.  66,203;  L.  1859,  p.  92,94;  L.  1865,  p.  93;  R,S.  1874, 
p,  261-65,332;  L,  1933,  p.  2S3-95. 

2.  R.L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.S.  1B45,  p.  147;  L.  1847,  p.  70;  L.  1849,  p.  9; 
L.  1865,  p,  93;  R.S,  1874,  p.  262,265;  L.  19^3,  p.  293,294. 

3.  R.L.  1829,  p.  231, 

4.  R.S.  1845,  p.  427,428. 

5.  R.L,  1833,  p.  574;  L.  1869,  p,  104,105;  R.£.  1874,  p.  283. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  155,156;  L.  1865,  p.  120;  L.  1909,  p.  346,348,349, 

7.  R.L.  1629,  p.  173;  R.S.  1845,  p,  524, 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  138;  R.S,  1874,  p.  323,324. 

9.  171819,  p.  92,94;  R.L.  1827,  p,  291,292;  R.L.  1829,  p.  59,60; 

L.  1845,  p.  41,42;  L.  1849,  p.  75,74;  L.  1865,  p.  54,55;  L.  1871-72, 
p,  386-89,  391;  L.  1885,  p.  143,148,173,176;  L.  1937,  p.  522-29, 
531-48. 

10.  R.L.  1827,  p.  329-33;  L.  1838-39,  p.  4,5,7,0,12,13,17;  L.  1845,  p. 
6-9,12,14,15;  L.  1849,  p.  37,58,124-126;  L.  1851,  p.  53,55,56; 

L.  1853,  p.  17,24,50,55,77,78,111,112;  L.  1871-72,     p.  19,23,32, 
46,49,54. 

11.  L.  1825,  p.  127;  R.L.  1653,  p.  563;  L.  1841,  p.  263,270-72;  L.  1845, 
p.  53,54,65-68;  L.  1847,  p.  121-23,  142-44;  R.i-.  1874,  p.  950,957, 
958,964. 

12.  L.  1819,  p.  27;  R.L.  1827,  p.  288,269;  R.S.  1874,  p.  694,695. 

IS.   L.  1842-43,  p.  210-12;  L.  1677,  p.  209;  L.  ISOl,  p.  201-4;  L.  1903, 

p.  315-18;  L.  1915,  p.  666,667. 
14.   L.  1819,  p.  532. 
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it  so  and  house  the  office  and  records  of  the  recorder  there.  At  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  county  conuiiissioners'  court,  the  provisions  of  this  act 
might  be  deemed  to  apply  to  the  offices  of  tlio  clerks  of  the  circuit  and 
county  commissioners'  courts, •'■  Similar  in  content  but  slif^htly  different 
in  wording  is  a  later  enactment  in  which  the  county  commissioners'  courts 
•were  authorized  to  "erect,  build,  and  provide  permanent  fireproof  rooms, 
houses  or  vaults,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  therein  and  preserving  from 
injury,  damage,  loss,  or  destruction  by  fire,  the  records  and  documents 
of  their  respective  counties,"^  The  preservation  of  county  archives  has 
been  greatly  aided  by  an  act  to  provide  for  the  copying  of  old,  worn-out 
records,'-'  and  by  a  law  authorizing  the  transfer  of  c-ounty  records  having 
historic  valuo  to  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  the  Archives 
Division  of  the  Illinois  State  Library,  or  to  the  State  University  at 
Urbana,^  Provision  is  made  in  this  act  for  the  substitution  of  accurate 
copies  of  those  docuiricnts  if  such  action  bo  deemed  necessary.   In  1907 
tho  act  was  amended  to  include  among  the  institutions  to  which  old  rec- 
ords might  be  sent,  any  historical  society  incorporated  and  located  Vifithin 
a  particular  county, 5  Laws  have  also  been  enacted  which  provide  for  the 
restoration  of  certain  classes  of  records  destroyed  by  fire  or  other  means, ° 
In  1935  the  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  for  the  construction  of  a 
fireproof  building  at  Springfield  for  the  purpose  of  storing  therein  the 
archives  and  records  of  the  state,"  The  erection  of  this  structure,  the 
State  Archives  Building,  has  helped  to  make  possible  the  inauguration  of 
an  intelligent,  farsighted  program  for  tho  preservation  of  papers  and  doc- 
uments of  historic  value. 

There  are  still  serious  omissions  in  legislarion  pertaining  to  rec- 
ordation. For  instance,  Illinois  has  no  law  prescribing  the  kinds  of 
inks  to  be  used  in  keeping  retards.  And,  although  laws  have  been  enaated 
authorizing  the  provision  of  fireproof  accomodations  for  county  documents, 
they  are  permissive  rather  then  mandatory  in  character,"  Legislation  en- 
abling the  destruction  of  v;orthless  archives  apparently  is  nonexistent 
with  the  exception  of  laws  relating  to  certain  election  papers,^  The  en- 
actment of  legislation  which  would  remedy  these  defects  in  the  laws  and 
continue  the  trend  toward  state-v/ide  uniformity  among  counties  would  re- 
sult in  an  intelligent,  economical  records  system  for  tlie  State  of  Illinois, 


1,  L,  1842-43,  p,  210, 

2,  L.  1845,  p,  46, 

3,  L,  1871-72,  p,  648,649. 

4,  L,  1897,  p.  205;  L,  1939,  p,  693, 

5,  L,  1907,  p.  375, 

6,  L.  1871-72,  p,  649,650,652. 

7,  L,  1935,  p.  138, 

8,  L,  1842-43,  p,  210j  L,  1845,  p.  46, 

9,  L,  1861,  p,  269j  L.  1871-72,  p,  389j  L.  1885,  p,  146,193.  L,  1891,  p. 
118,119.  L,  1917,  p.  438,443, 
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3.   HOUSING,  CARE,  AIID  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  THE  RECORDS 


The  present  courthouse  in  Benton,  the  ccuiity  seat  of  Franklin 
County,  is  the  fourth  in  the  county's  history  and  was  erected  during  1874 
and  1875.   Beautifully  proportioned,  and  in  the  French-Norm?,n  spirit,  this 
two-story  structure  is  built  of  brick  with  stone  trim.   It  is  84  feet  in 
its  east  and  \7est  dimension  and  92  feet  north  and  south.  Four  of  Benton's 
principal  streets  -  East,  West,  North,  and  South  Main  streets  -  terminate 
at  the  public  square  upon  which  the  courthouse  stands.   The  approach  from 
South  Main  Street  is  to  the  main  entrance;  there  is  .•'Iso  another  entrance 
from  North  Main  Street. 

Franklin  County  is  one  of  the  older  counties  in  the  state,  having 
been  established  in  1818.^  The  coxinty  board  met  at  first  in  Moses  G-arrett's 
tavern,  on  the  Sha\Tnee-Kaskaskir,  road  ner.r  Frankfort,  and  this  was  also  where 
records  were  kept^  until  the  first  courthouse  was  built  at  Frpjikfort  in  1826. 
Of  this  courthouse  nothing  is  known  except  that  it  was  log  cabin.   In  1839, 
Williamson  County  was  partitioned  from  Frrjiklin  County;  Benton  was  shortly 
thereafter  selected  as  the  new  county  seat  of  Frpjiklin.4  A  courthouse  was 
built  here  in  1840-41,  which  wao  the  first  in  Benton  rjid  the  second  in  the 
coiinty.   The  size  and  appearance  of  this  building  is  unknown;  all  that  can 
be  ascertained  from  the  records  is  the  fact  that  on  June  8,  1841,  Augustus 
Adams  was  allowed  $255.33  1/3,  "being  the  balance  due  him  for  building  the 
co\irthouse  in  the  town  of  Benton  in  full  which  is  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of 
money  arising  from  the  sa.le  of  the  Benton  town  lots,  the  whole  being  $539.53.'' 
A  separate  building  for  the  use  of  the  county  rjid  circuit  clerks  r^as  accepted- 
by  the  county  on  March  1,  1841,   a.nd  the  records  moved  into  it  from  Frankfort. 
The  arrajigement  whereby  there  wp.s  a  separate  office  buildii^  and  a  separE.te  court- 
house, did  not  work  out  satisfactorily.  Onlyayear  later,  March  8,  1842,  the 
coxinty  commissioners'  court  decided  to  build  a  new  brick  courthouse"  rjid  on 
April  4,  ordered  work  on  the  building  to  begin  at  once.^  Joshxui  Bartlett, 


1.  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,  1817-18,  p.  11. 

2.  History  of  Franklin  County,  p.  36C. 

3.  Ibid.  Franklin  was  selected  as  county  seat  sometime  before  1826  rJid 
was  surveyed  by  Sajnuel  Harrison  in  1826  ( see  Historical  Sketch,  ch.  1, 
p.  11). 

4.  See  Historical  Sketch,  ch.  1,  p.  12. 

5.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D  (1838-46),  p.  166,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

6.  Ibid., p.  149. 

7.  Abrahajn  Rea  was  allowed  $5.00  for  removing  the  county  records  from 
Frankfort  to  Benton  on  April  21,  1841  (ibid. ,  p.  156). 

8.  County  Court  Record,  v.  I)  (1833-46),  p.  209,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

9.  Ibid. ,  p.  216. 
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being  the  lowest  'bidder,  was  awarded  a  contract  to  build  the  courthouse 
for  the  sum  of  $1,999,  April  26,  1842,  and  was  "ordered  to  execute  a  bond 
with  approved  securities."   Bartlett,  however,  failed  to  furnish  bond^ 
and  on  the  next  day  a  contract  for  $2,000^  was  let  to  Joseph  Tucker  and 
John  Pascal  who  filed  their  bond.^  Board  records  are  not  very  clear  in  re- 
gard to  this  contract  which  must  have  been  for  brick  work  only  as  the  con- 
tract for  inside  work  was  awarded  much  later  and  various  amounts  were  p?,id 
for  diverse  kinds  of  work.   Thus,  S.  M.  Hubbard,  the  county  clerk,  in  his 
report  "of  Fiscal  Concern"  to  the  county  board  includes  these  statements: 
"Paid  to  Cassaday  on  contract  of  courthouse  $393.   .  .  .   Paid  to  R. 
Chidester  $125  for  laying  foundation."^  Not  vintil  a  year  later,  December  3, 
1844,  wa.s  the  contract  for  interior  work  awarded  to  John  C.  Murphy  for  the 
sum  of  $2,300.   Murphy  being  \inable  to  furnish  proper  bond,  wa,s  forced, 
April  1,  1845,  to  relinquish  his  contract  in  favor  of  Jarvis  Pierce,  the 
latter  undertaking  to  do  the  work  for  the. same  amount.   The  interior  work 
was  officially  accepted  as  completed  according  to  contract  October  20, 
1845,°  and  Pierce  on  that  ds.y  was  paid  $600,  the  balance  due  on  his  con- 
tract.  This  courthouse,  like  so  many  in  Illinois  at  this  time,  was  a  two- 
story  brick  building,    topped  with  a  cupola.   Its  construction  cost  appitix- 
imately  $5,000,^  and  though  it  sexyed.   the  county  thirty  years,  not  more  than 
$500  was  expended  on  its  repairs.   Whatever  happened  to  the  old  courthouse 
cannot  be  ascertained  from  a.vailable  boa-rd  records  but  even  while  the  new 
courthouse  wa.s  \inder  construction,  the  clerks'  office  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  November  28,  1843,  and  with  it  most  of  the  records  kept  there, ^"^ 


1.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D  (1838-46),  p.  218,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  219. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  364. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  219. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  309. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  408. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  410. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  454. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  455. 

10.  County  Court  Orders,  v,  C  (1850-53),  p,  175,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  197. 

12.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D  (1838-46),  p.  309,364,374,310,431;  (County 
Court  Record),  v.  not  lettered  (1846-50),  p,  38,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

13.  County  Court  Record,v.  D  (1854-62),  p.  102.109,114,122,265,252.352,  in 
Siipervisorg'  Record,  see  entry  2, 

14.  History  of  Franklin  County,  p,  366.  According  to  the  act  to  restore 
the  records  of  Franklin  County  (L,  1845,  p,  213),  the  records  consumed 
by  fire  pertained  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 
county  commissioners'  court,  county  recorder,  and  probate  justice  of 
the  pea.ce. 
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In  the  thirty  years  of  its  use,  the  courthouse  served  its  purpose*  re- 
markably v/ell,  but  in  1872  the  building  was  beyond  repair.  On  June  5  ^f 
that  year  the  county  clerk,  Calvin  M,  Clark,  was  instructed  "to  prepare  and 
have  published  in  the  Benton  Standard  and  one  paper  in  Du  Quoin,  Illinois, 
a  short  notice  that  bids  will  be  received  to  build  a  courthouse  in  Benton, 
Illinois,  on  the  first  llonday  of  September  next,"^  and  a  comniitte©  consist- 
ing of  I.;,  Fetts,  C.  F.  Mulkey,  and  Isaac  ^iard  was  selected  "to  confer  with 
a  capitalist  [sic]  and  see  what  prospects  will  be  of  getting  money  to  build 
a  courthouse."   Poor  crops  and  bad  times  forced  all  further  progress  to  be 
discontinued,  and  on  July  9  all  previous  action  was  rescinded,"^  But  later, 
•n  September  11,  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  submit  the  question  of  the 
courthouse  to  the  voters  at  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  November  4, 
VHiether  this  proposition  ever  was  put  before  the  county  electorate,  cannot 
be  determined  from  board  records.  Again  the  following  spring,  on  I/ay  6,  1873, 
the  board  admitted  the  inadequacy  and  unsafety  of  its  coui;thouse  and  that  a 
new  one  ought  to  be  built,  but  deferred  all  action  on  it  due  to  the  "bad 
crops  ...  in  the  past  and  financial  embarrassment  of  the  citizens  .  •  .' 
By  September  10,  however,  progress  v/as  made  in  crystallzing  opinion  behind  the 
movement  to  erect  the  courthouse  and  the  presentation  of  a  tangible  plan  for 
a  final  decision  by  the  county  electorate.  On  that  day  the  board  resolved 
to  submit  to  the  voters  in  the  November  election,  the  question  of  raising 
fioney  for  the  courthouse,  which  v/as  to  cost  not  more  than  $30,000,"  The 
delapidated  condition  of  the  old  courthouse  probably  hastened  the  decision; 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  courtroom  had  to  be  vacated,'  and  on  December  2, 
1873,  the  board  rented  the  United  Baptist  Church  for  050  a  year,  payable  in 
quarterly  installments,^ 


1.5 


Now  the  board  had  to  proceed  in  earnest,  but  not  without  opposition. 
Upon  recommendation  of  the  building  com-':iittee  v/hich  had  exajainod  a  number 
of  different  plans  and  specifications,  ihe   board  on  January  6,  1§74,  adopted 
the  plans  anc  specifications  submitted  by  Peter  Ityate  of  Benton,   A  special 
building  comjaittee  was  appointed  to  advertise  for  bids  and  let  the  contractl^ 
for  construction  ivork,  this  to  be  limited  to  $20,000,    At  the  san^e  time  the 
committee  was  instructed  to  sell  the  old  courthouse  to  the  highest  bidder  and 
rent"  at  their  best  discretion,  offices  for  the  legal  occupants  of  the  court- 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p»  11,12,  see  entry  2, 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5, 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


Ibid 
IFH 


Ibid 


TBTd 


p.  13. 

p.  16, 

p.  21, 

p.  50, 

p.  76, 

p,  82,83, 

p,  88,89, 

p,  101,102, 

p,  82,83, 
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house  and  places  of  safety  for  the  public  records  and  any  other  arrance- 
ments  necessary  to  carry  foiTiard  said  building, ■'■  Appointed  to  superintend 
the  construction  work  was  a  special  comraittee  with  Peter  Phillips  and  Ann- 
strong  Barker  serving,^  In  due  time  a  contract  was  signed  with  John  J, 
St,  Clair  of  Benton,  the  cost  complete  with  the  furniture  to  be  $23,750,^ 
The  old  courthouse  was  sold  for  the  sum  of  ^125,  the  note  for  v;hich  v/as  to 
be  due  in  seven  months  and  made  payable  to  John  J»  St,  Clair,  the  court- 
house contractor, 4  The  judge's  stand  was  sold  "for  ^30  in  cash,"^  The 
entire  cost  of  the  courthouse  v/as  met  by  bonds,  issued  as  the  work  pro- 
gressed, ivhich  were  to  be  paid  "absolutely"  within  twenty  years,  but  re- 
deemable after  two  years  at  the  option  of  the  board  and  bearing  eight 
percent  interest, ^  which  on  some  of  the  bonds  had  to  be  eventually  raised 
tt  ten  percent,'  The  courthouse  was  formally  received  by  the  board  on 
September  1,  1875,°  On  September  2,  county  officers  v/ere  ordered  to  move 
into  the  now  building.   The  total  cost,  including  $237,50   for  plans 
and  specifications,  extras  and  building  committee  fees,  did  not  exceed 
$25,000,00,^-^ 


No  material  changes  were  ever  made  to  this  building  though  it  has 
been  well  kept  up  during  the  sixty-five  years  of  its  use.  However,  due 
to  the  tremendous  grov/th  of  county  business,  especially  since  the  turn  of 
the  century  when  large-scale  coal  mining  v;as  introduced  into  Franklin 
County,  this  building  has  become  iioadequate.   However,  the  building's 
crose-  shape  would  permit,  at  moderate  cost,  two-story  additions  at  one  or 
more  corners  to  give  extra  vault  and  office  space.  Records  v;ould  be  made 
more  accessible,  especially  those  housed  in  the  open  attic  which  must  be 
reached  through  a  trap  door,   (For  floor  plans  of  courthouse  and  arrange- 
ment of  offices  and  vaults,  see  pages  87-90.)  Some  of  the  most  important 
county  offices  have  had  to  find  quarters  outside  of  the  courthouse.  Thus 
we  find  the  treasurer's  office,  v/ith  two  vaults,  located  on  the  first  floor 
of  the  Mercantile  Bank  Building  facing  the  public  square;  the  county  jnd.-^^e's 
office  on  the  second  floor  of  the  V/ood  Building,  to  the  north  of  the  public 
square;  the  old  age  assistenoe  office  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  First 
National  Bank  Building  fronting  on  the  public  square;  the  coronor's  office 
in  his  residence  at  Ewing,  The  office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  county 
home  is  in  the  south  room  on  the  first  floor  on  the  county  homo  located 
three  miles  southeast  of  the  courthouse. 


3,  inZ 

4,  iHI 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p»  104,  see  entry  2, 

2,  Ibid,,  p,  101,103. 
p,  107,108, 
p.  172, 
p,  107,108, 
p.  121. 
p.  172. 
p.  273, 
p,  276, 
p,  120. 
p.  110,137,139,173, 


5,  Ibid, 

6,  Ibid 

7,  Ibid 

8,  Ibid" 

9,  THid', 

10.  "iHd 

11,  Ibid, 
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Only  a  small  amount  of  rocords  are  housed  in  any  of  the  major  offices j 
vaults  and  other  depositories  contain  the  bulk  of  records.   Thus,  onl;;-  ISl 
voluraes  and  84  files,  roughly  between  2  and  3  percent,  are  kept  in  the 
offices.  There  are  4,828  volumes  stored  outsida  of  offices,  of  which  811 
volumes  are  in  the  jury  rooms  on  the  second  floor:  1,215  volumes  in  the  east 
and  v.-est  \vfishrooms,  on  the  first  floor?  386  volumjs  in  the  attic;  and  the 
remainder  in  vaults.  Also  in  the  vaults  are  835  files.   Of  the  unbound 
records,  roughly  95  percent  are  kopt  in  vaulbs,  the  remainder  in  various 
offices.   (For  allocation  of  records  in  dopositoritis  according  to  county 
offices,  as  well  as  percentages  of  records  stored  therein,  sec  charts  on 
pages  82,83j  for  detailed  infontiation  concerning  individual  depositories  vdth 
a  description  jf  f.:iciliti.js  for  the  housing  of  records  see  charts  on  pages 
84-86. ) 

Provisions  for  the  care  of  records  have  always  been  scrupulously  carried 
out:  binding  and  repair  of  record  volumes  are  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  county  board.   Valuable  records  lost  in  the  fire  of  1843,  when  the 
clerks'  office  building  was  destroyed,  have  been  in  some  neasure  replaced. 
Through  the  instrur.-ontality  of  FranJclin  County  officials  an  act  vxaa  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  in  1845  to  restore  as  much  as  possible  of  the  county 
records  lost  in  the  fira.   The  statute  sot  up  a  board  of  investigators,  con- 
sisting of  Samuel  K.  Casey,  Walter  S.  Akin,  and  L.  R.  Harrison,  and  a  secre- 
tary, S.  M.  Hubbard,  who  vras  shortly  after  replaced  by  Y/'illiam  Browning. 
This  board  had  powers  to  purchase  books,  administer  oaths,  summon  vritnesses, 
take  testimony  pertaining  to  the  records,  iirsposc  fines,  and  take  all  other 
similar  actions  that  would  aid  in  replacing  the  lost  records.   The  members 
of  this  board  were  paid  $1.75  per  day  while  at  work  and  tho  legislature 
appropriated  a  sum  not  oxooeding  $500.00  to  defray  expensuiS.   Eventually, 
the  -.vork  was  coMpletod  to  tho  satisf:iction  of  tho  county  commissioners* 
court,  for,  on  June  4,  1846,  it  requested  the  board  of  investigators  to  dis- 
tribute the  restored  records  to  the  proper  officials.   The  cost  amounted 
to  $500.04,  vrtiich  could  be  construed  as  witliin  the  reasonable  limit  of  vrtiat 
the  law  permitted  despite  the  four-cent  excess. 

Attention  vras  given  to  the  recorder's  books  for  some  few  years,  parti- 
cularly to  the  indexing  of  deed  records.  On  June  7,  1855,  a  former  circuit 
court  clerk-recorder,  V^illiam  Browning,  v/as  allowed  $24.39  for  indexing  490 
deeds  in  volume  D  and  320  in  volun-.e  C;  and  Thomas  J.  Mooneyham,  recorder  at 
the  time,  w:\s  "requested"  to  make  a  complete  index  to  volume  B.  Ho  was'  also 


1.  L.  1845,  p.  213. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D  (1838-46),  p.  43o,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
sec  entry  2» 

4.  ir'lB45,  p.  213. 

5.  (County  Court  Record),  v.  not  lettered  (1846-50),  p.  44,  in  Supervisors • 
Record,  see  entry  2, 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  427,453,459,460. 
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allowed  $28.20  for  indexing  104  deeds  in  volume  D,  531  in  volume  E,  and  205 
in  volume  F.^   In  1858,  volume  B  of  the  Deed  Record  was  rebound,  and  circuit 
clerk-recorder  Lemuel  R.  Harrison  was  allowed  $60.00  for  trejiscribing  and 
indexing  it.^  Q;iiick:  to  check  any  lapse  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  county 
officials,  the  hoard  ha,d  Jpjnes  J.  Collins  make  up  orders  in  the  probate 
cotirt  for  the  years  1854  to  1857,  work  which  a  former  clerk  had  omitted  to 
do.  Dollins  was  allowed  $283.40  for  this  \TOrk  in  December,  1859.*^ 

Frajiklin  County,  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  some  records  by  fire,  is  one 
of  the  few  southern  Illinois  counties  that  still  retains  its  most  important 
records  more  or  less  intact  and  in  fair  condition.   The  assessor's  and 
collector's  books,  for  example,  are  shown  in  this  invsntory  as  having 
several  volumes  missing;  but  such  gaps  fortunately  are  only  for  one  year  for 
a  few  townships  and  do  not  particularly  affect  the  value  of  the  series. 

The  most  serious  and  irreplaceable  loss  from  an  historical  standpoint 
was  the  destruction  in  the  fire  of  1843  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  county 
board  prior  to  1838.   Otherwise,  all  the  required  records  are  represented 
in  the  archives  of  Franklin  County. 


1.  County  Court  Record,  v,  D  (1854-62),  p.  104,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  307. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  442. 

4.  See  entry  38. 

5.  See  entry  44. 

6.  See  entry  2. 
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West 
Wash 
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Room 


County 
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Office 
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IZ 


County 

Clerk's  East 
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Tax 
Commission 
Office 

(Co.  elk. 's 
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IT 


^?W 


Circuit 
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Office 


N. 
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South 
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East 
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Office 


Sheriff's 
South  room 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  COURTHOUSE 
SECOND  J!LOOR 


-  90  - 
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Trap  i/oor 
?To'r.  2nd  Floor 


t) 


Attic 
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Commissioner' s 

Office 
(between  Attic 
and  2nd  Floor) 
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FItANKLIN  COUNTY  COURTHOUSE 
ATTIC 


(First  entry,   p.   104) 
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alph. 

app«  

arr.         . 

Art.  

e.ssr.     -..-. 

atty.     ..■.. 

aud,     

bd.     

bdl.     

tldg.     

bsmt.       

cf.     

ch,    .. — 

chron. 

cir,     

elk.     

CO.      

coll.     

comp. ..'. 

Const.  

cent,        

cor.  

ct, 

dept.     

ed.     

f.b.      

f.d.      

f.,  ff :....- 

fi.  

fm, 

ft.   „ 

gen.      ^..:............'.. 

hdgs. 

hdv/. 

hwys.    

ibid.       ., 

idem. 
i.e. 

111.    

111.    .^p.      

111.   Rev.    Stat. 
111.    3. A. 

in.  

L. 

n.     . 

no(s). 

H.W. 

off.     


nlphp.be  ticcd  ( ly) 

appendix 

forryjiged,    arrpzLgeiaent 

Article 

assessor 

attorney 

auditor 

board 

b\mdle(  s) 

building 

basement 

confer,    coitipsxe 

chapterCs) 

chronological (ly) 

circuit 

clerk 

county 

collector 

compiler 

Constitution 

continued 

coroner 

court 

department 

edited,  edition,  editor 

file  box(es) 

file  drawer(s) 

and  following  (page,   pages) 

floor 

form 

feet 

general 

headings 

handwritten 

highways 

ibidem  (in  the  same  place) 

the  same  as  that  mentioned  above 

id  est  (that  is) 

Illinois  Reports  (Supreme  Court) 

Illinois  Appellate  Court  (Reports) 

Illinois  Revised  Statutes  (Smith-H\ird) 

Illinois  Statutes  Annotated 

inch(cs) 

Lo.ws  (of  Illinois) 

footnote(s) 

n\imbor(s) 

Northwestern  Reporter 

office 


-  91  - 


-  93  - 


Ablarevi^.tions,    Synbols, 
and  Explanatory  Notes 


p.  page(s) 

pr.  printed 

Priv.   L. L...  Private  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

pro.  probate 

rec.  recorder 

R.L.     Revised  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

rm,      -  ■•  room 

R.S.    Ravisei  Statutes  (of  Illinois) 

sch.  school(s) 

sec.  section(3) 

set).  separate 

Sess.  Session 

sh. -.- sherii-f 

Sp,  . Special 

strm.  storeroc:- 

supt.      -  .  superintendent 

surv.      surveyor 

treas.  treasurer 

t  wp  ( s ) .   to  wn  sh  ip  ( s ) 

U.S.R.S.  - -•-....  United  States  Revised  Statutes 

U.S.  Stat. „ „. _..„ IJaited  States  Statutes  at  Large 

V,  -.  volume(s) 

vet,     _ _ _ veterinarian 

vice       in  place  of 

vlt.  vault 

corront 

1,  Despite  inj-.ccuracies  in  si^cllin^  '^nd  punctuation,    titles  of  roc- 
cords  are  shoim  in   the  inventory  proper  exnctly  ,-.s  on  volur.ies  fnd  file 
boxes.      The  current  or  most  recent   title  is  used  as   tho   title  of  the 
entry  and  title  v?ri,rtion  is  indicated. 

2,  Sxplsnatory   ?jiditions   to   inadqunto  titles  pM  corrections  of 
erroneous   titles  rro  enclosed  in  prrcnthcsos   and  have  initid   cr.pit?ls. 

3,  In  the   -bscucc  of  titles,    supplied  titles  are  crpit?lized  f-id 
enclosed  in  per en theses, 

4,  In  the   title  line,    letters  or  numbers  in  prxcnthoses   indicate  the 
oxr.ct  Ip.bolinj;  or.  volumes  or  file  boxes.      If  no  Ir.beling  is  i.ndicr.ted,    it 
nr^  be  assumed  th'-.t   there  is  none, 

5,  Titlo-line  cross  references   ~.rc  used  to  show  the  continuity  of 
a  record  series  which  hr.s  been  kept  sep'^Tatcly  for   ^  period  of   time  "T.d 
with  other  records  for  different  periods  of   time,    as  in  entry  4,    "1893- 
1933  in  County  Court  Papers,   Miscellr-ieous  (Covuity  Clerk's  File),    entry 
94."     They  nre   fdso  used  in   all    rj-tificirJ.   entries  -  records  which  auat 
be   shown  separately  under   their  ov/n  proper  office  or  section  heading 
even  thou.'^i  they  are  kept  in  files  or  records  described  elsewhere  in   the 
inventorj',    as   in  enti-y  32,    "In  Prob;rte  Court  Piles,    entry  172."     In  both 
instances,    tho  description  of  the  master  entry  shows  the  title  pnd  entry 
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number  of   the  record  from  which  the  cross  reference  is  m?.de,    ^s,    for 
example,    these  words  do    in  entry  94:      "Also   contains.    ,    .    Frpnklin 
County  Cl-'-ims,    1892-1923,    entry   4;    ,    .    ,"     Dates   shown   in   the 
description  of  the  mr.ster  entry   sxe  only  for   the  part  or  prrts 
of  the   record  contained  therein,    rnd  are  shovm  only  when  they  vary 
from  those   of   the  master   entry. 

6.  All  dates  used  c^re  inclusive, 

7,  ';inien  two   or  more   types  of  containers  are  considered  in  a 
single  entry,    the  quantity  is   shown  in  chronological   order,    insofpx 
as  possible. 

8.  The  description  of  the  contents  of   a  record  rpplies  only   to 
the  current  or  most  recent  record  unless  change  in  contents   is  actual- 
ly sho;vn  in  a  record  entry, 

9,  Seppxrto   third-paragraph  cross  references  from  entry  to   entry 
nnd  see  also  references  v/ith  subject  headings  or   subheadings  cxe  used 
to  show  prior,    subsequent,    or  closely  related  records  which  arc  not 
prrts  of  the   STime   series. 

10.  Where  no   stp.tomont   is  made   th~t  the  record  was  discontinued 
at  the  last  date  sho\ini  in  the  entry,    it  could  not  be  definitely  es- 
tablished that  such  was   the   case.      '.i/herc  no   comincnt  is  made  on  the 
absence  of  prior,    subsequent,    or   intermediate  records,    no  definite 
information  could  be  obtained. 

11.  Unless   the   index  is  self-contained,    an  entry  for  the  index 
immediately  follows   its   record  entry.      Cross  references  are  given  for 
exceptions   to   this  rtile.      All  indexes   to  records,   v;hen  otherwise 
stated,    are  self-contained. 

12.  Records  m-iy  be  assumed  to  be  in  good  condition  unless  other- 
wise  indicated, 

13.  On  maps   and  plat  records,    the  names  of  author,    engraver, 
and  publisher,    and  information  on  scale  have  been  omitted  only  when 
this  da.ta  was  not   ascertainable. 

14.  Unless   otherwise   specified,    all  records  are  located  in   the 
county  courthouse.      When  all   or  the  majority  of  the  records  of  an 
office  have  a  common  location,    the  location  is   indicated  in   the 
last   sentence  of  the  office   essay  instead  of  in  each  individual 
entry. 
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(First  entry,  p.  104) 


I.   COUNTY  BOARD 


In  Illinois,  the  county  board  is  that  body  which  exercises  the  corpor- 
ate or  politic  power  of  the  county, 1  Franklin  County  was  created  by  the 
Territorial  Legislature  of  Illinois  on  January  "2,  1818,2  fi-^e  first  adminis- 
trative body  was  the  territorial  county  court  which  was  composed  of  three 
judges, 3  This  body  functioned  for  a  few  days'^  when  it  was  supplanted  on 
January  12,  1818,  by  "the  Justices'  Court," 5  This  court  was  composed  of  all 
the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county,  three  of  whom  constituted  a  quorum 
to  do  business.  The  court  held  three  terms  annually  and  was  granted  the 
same  powers  and  jurisdiction  in  cases  relating  to  public  roads  and  highways, 
county  taxes,  elections  and  other  concerns  of  the  county,  formerly  vested 
in  the  territorial  county  court.  The  justices'  court  continued  in  existence 
vmtil  April,  1819,  when  it  was  replaced  by  the  county  commissioners'  court 
which  was  created  by  the  Constitution  of  1818,6   in  Franklin  County  three 
bodies  have  since  acted  as  a  county  board:  the  county  court,  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  and  the  board  of  supervisors. 

The  Constitution  of  1818  provided  that  there  should  be  elected  in 
each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  coxmty  business,  three 
commissioners  v/hose  term  of  service,  powers,  and  duties  should  be  regu- 
lated and  defined  by  law,'''  The  first  General  Assembly  denominated  the 
commissioners  a  court  of  record,  styled  the  county  commissioners'  court," 
Four  annual  sessions  were  required  to  be  held  for  six  days  each,  unless 
the  business  should  be  completed  sooner;  additionally,  any  one  of  the  com- 
missioners had  power,  upon  giving  five  days'  notice  to  the  remaining  com- 
missioners and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  call  a  special  court  which  had 
the  same  authority  as  at  a  regular  session, ^  The  first  commissioners 
were  elected  for  an  irregular  termjl'^  subsequently,  it  was  provided  that 


1,  R.L,  1827,  p,  107,  R,S.  1845,  p.  130.  R.S.  1874,  p,  306, 

2,  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,  1817-18,  p,  11, 

3,  Nathaniel  Pope,  ed,.  Laws  iDf  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  346,349, 

4 ,  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory~1817-18,  p,  98, 

5,  Ibid.,  p,  90-92', 

6,  Const,  1818,  S«o,  4, 

7,  Const,  1818,  Schedule,  sec,  4, 

8,  L.  1819,  p,  175, 

9,  Ibid,,  p,  175,176, 

10,  Ibid,,  p,  100,  The  commissioners  were  to  continue  in  office  from  the 
election  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  April,  1819,  rmtil  the  first 
Vfednesday  in  August,  1820,  and  until  their  successors  were  elected  and 
qualified.  Not  until  1821  was  provision  made  for  the  election  of  such 
successors  (L,  1821,  p,  80),   In  Franklin  County,  the  first  commissioners 
held  office  from  April,  1819,  to  August,  1820, 
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they  should  be  elected  at  each  biennial  general  election;-'-  and  by  an  act 
of  1837,  the  term  \ms  lengthened  to  three  years  and  stagpered,  with  one 
new  commissioner  elected  annually. 2  Thereafter,  the  commissioner  v^ho  ^va5 
longest  in  office  v/as  to  be  recognized  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
court ."^  Compensation,  originally  set  at  tho  sum  of  $2,50  for  each  days' 
attendance  in  holding  court, 4  later  v/as  reduced  to  sJl.SO.   In  1321,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  removal  of  commissioners  for  nialfeasence  or 
nonfeasance  of  duties,  vath  proceedings  as  in  criminal  cases;"  when  the 
first  criminal  code  v/p.s  enacted  in  1827,  the  penalty  v/as  modified  to  a  fine 
of  not  more  than  C200,  v/ith  removal  from  office  only  upon  recommendation 
of  the  jury.   Vacancies  resulting  from  any  cause  v/ere  filled  by  special 
election  upon  order  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  t-  the  district  judges  of 
election." 

In  184-8,  v.'hen  the  State  of  Illinois  adopted  a  ne\f   constitution,  the 
co'Jinty  commissioners'  court  was  discontinued.  In  its  place, tlie  con- 
stitution provided  for  an  administrative  body  to  be  composed  of  an  elected 
officer,  the  county  judge,  and  such  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  as 
should  be  required  by  lav/.^  In  the  follovrin.';;  legislative  session,  the 
General  Assembly  provided  for  the  election  of  two  justices  of  the  peace 
to  sj.t  v.-ith  the  county  judge  to  transact  county  business.    Their  term  of 
office,  like  that  of  the  county  judge,  \to.s  set  at  four  years. -^   This 
body,  stj'-led  the  county  court,  was  required  to  hold  four  sessions  annue.lly 
and  v;hen  so  sitting,  had  all  pov/er,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerly 
conferred  upoii  the  county  commissioners'  court ,^^  The  compensation  of  th^ 
county  judge  v/as  originally  set  at  v2.50  for  every  day  of  holding  court,"'-' 
In  1855  the  amount  vra.s  increased  to  OS.OO,''-- 


1.     L.  1821,    p.   GO. 

3*     L.   1837,    p.  103,104.     In  1838,   to  initiate  the  nev;  procedure,   the  t>j:ee 
commissioners   elected  v/ere  to   drav.'  lots  marked  one,   two,    r.nd  three  years 
to  determine  length  of  term.     This  vreis  not  done  in  Franklin  County 
until  1839. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  104. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  176. 

5.  R.L.  1827,  p.  205, 

6.  L.  1821,  p.  20.  Conviction  carried  disqualification  from  holding  office 
for  one  year, 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p.  145. 

8.  L.  1837,  p.  104.  No  election  was  required  to  be  held  if  the  term  of  the 
commissioner  vacating  office  v;ould  hf.ve  expired  within  six  months  from 
the  date  of  -ra,cancy, 

9.  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  16,17,19. 

10.  L.  1849,  p.  65,66. 

11.  Const.  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  17;  L.  1849,  p.  62,65,66, 

12.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

13.  Ibid.,  p.  63. 

14.  L.  1855,  p.  181. 
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The  new  constitution  also  directed  the  General  Assembly  to  provide, 
by  general  law,  for  a  tovmship  organization  \mder  which  any  county  might 
organize  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county  should  so  de- 
termine,■'•  By  provision  of  the  subsequent  enabling  acts,^  a  board  of 
supervisors,  whose  members  were  to  be  elected  one  in  each  tovmship  an- 
nually,^ was  created  to  transact  all  county  business  in  counties  adopting 
township  organization.^  The  board  of  supervisors  was  to  meet  for  one  reg- 
ular session  a  year  with  the  provision  that  special  meetings  might  be  held 
when  convenient,^  The  board  members  were  compensated  at  the  rate  of  $1,50 
a  day, 6  and  a  fine  was  provided  in  the  sum  of  $250,00,  for  refusal  to  per- 
form, or  neglect  of  duties, 

Franklin  County  was  governed  by  the  county  court  from  1849  to  1872, 
when  tovmship  organization  was  instituted.   In  1870  Illinois  adopted  a  new 
constitution,  which  continued  the  provision  for  township  organization  in 
counties  so  electing,^  and  provided  for  a  different  form  of  county  board 
to  supplant  the  county  court  as  an  administrative  body.  This  board  was  to 
consist  of  three  officers,  styled  county  commissioners,  and  by  subsequent 
legislation,  was  given  all  powers,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerlv 
vested  in  the  county  court  when  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity. 
Between  1872  and  1885  Franklin  County  adopted  the  commission  form  of  govern- 
ment twice,  but  reverted  to  the  township  form  in  1885  which  form  it  has  re- 
tained to  the  present, ^^ 

Since  1874  population  has  been  a  factor  in  local  representation  on  the 
board  of  supervisors.  In  that  year,  each  town  or  city,  besides  its  regular 
supervisors,  became  entitled  to  one  assistant  supervisor  if  it  had  four 


1,  Const,  of  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec,  6, 

2,  L,  1849,  p,  190-224 J  L,  1851,  p,  35-78.  The  later  law  repealed  and  was 
a  complete  substitute  for  the  earlier,  but  so  far  as  their  effect  on 
the  sphere  of  county  government  is  concerned,  there  was  almost  no 
difference  between  the  two, 

3,  L,  1849,  p,  192;  L.  1851,  p,  38, 

4,  L,  1849,  p,  202-4;  L,  1851,  p,  50-52, 

5,  L,  1849,  p.  202;  L,  1851,  p,  51,   In  1861  it  was  provided  that  special 
meetings  could  be  called  upon  request  of  one  third  of  the  members  of  the 
board  (L,  1861,  p,  236),  Since  1899  the  board  has  been  required  to  hold 
tv;o  regular  meetings  (L,  1899,  p,  363), 

6,  L,  1849,  p,  203;  L,  1851,  p,  52,   In  1861  compensation  was  increased  to 
$2.00  a  day  (L,  1861,  p,  238), 

7,  L,  1849,  p,  203,204,  This  fine  was  reduced  in  1851  to  $200  (L.  1851, 
p,  52),  Subsequent  legislation  reduced  it  still  further  and  added  the 
more  frequent  penalty  for  misfeasance,  disqualification  for  office 
(R,S,  1874,  p,  1080), 

8,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  5, 

9,  Ibid,,  sec,  6;  L,  1873-74,  p,  79,80, 

10,  See  ch,  1,  Historical  Sketch,  p,  -,  for  dates  of  changes  in  government. 
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thousand  or  more  inhabitants,  tr;o  if  sixty-five  hundred,  and  one  more  for 
every  additional  twenty-five  hundred.^  In  1931,  these  population  require- 
ments were  ::iade  to  affect  only  these  counties  having  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants.   The  differentiating  figure  vras  reduced  in  1933  to 
ninety  thousand;^  hov/ever,  in  counties  having  population  of  ninetj' 
thousand  or  more,  each  tovrn.   or  city  vres  allovfed  one  additional  supervisor 
for  every  five  thousand  inhabitants,  or  major  fraction  thereof*"^  Franklin, 
v;-ith  its  population  of  53,137  according  to  the  1940  census  v/as  not  affected 
at  either  tirne.^  The  assistant  supervisors,  v/hose  terms  run  concurrently 
with  those  of  regular  supervisor s,°  have  no  pov;er  or  duties  as  tovm 
officers,  but  are  members  of  the  county  board  r.nd  enjoy  the  same  pov:ors 
and  rights  as  othor  members #   At  present  its  board  of  supervisors  has 
tv;enty-thrcc  members.  The  term  office  of  supervisors,  lengthened  in 
1889  to  tv;o  years, 8  -vr&s   further  extended  in  1929  to  four  years."  Compensa- 
tion v;as  increased  from  id. 50  to  i>5,00  a  day  in  1919,-^'^  lovcrcd  to  v4,00 
in  1933,   and  raised  again  to  SI'S, 00  in  1937, "^^  vrith  an  allovrancc  of  five 
cents  per  mile  for  necessary  travel. 

The  functions  of  the  Illinois  county  board,  in  contrast  to  its  legal 
status,  have  undergone  little  change  since  the  beginning  of  statehood, 
the  development  being  merely  one  of  accretion  and  increasing  complexity 
of  duties  vrithin  a  v/ell-defined  and  nearly  static  sphere  of  authority  and 
jurisdiction.  The  lav:  establishing  the  court  of  county  commissioners  con- 
ferred upon  it  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  ccncerning  county  revenue .-^^ 
Of  this  basic  provision,  nearly  all  other  statutorj'  powers  of  the  court 
can  be  considered  extensions;  some,  enunciated  in  the  same  lav:,  already 
show  such  a  legislative  viev/point.  The  court  v/as  given  power  to  re^-ulftte 
and  impose  the  county  tax,  and  to  grant  such  licenses  as  might  also  bring 
in  a  revenue;  additionally,  it  v;as  given  authority  over  e.ll  public  roads, 
canals,  turnpike  roads,  and  toll  bridges,-'-^  Other  legislation  by  the  first 
General  Assembly  gave  the  court  power  to  buy  and  sell  lots  whereon  to  erect 


1,  R.S.  1874,  p.  1075, 

2,  L.  1931,  p,  908, 

3,  1.  1933,  p.  1116. 

4,  Ibid.;  L,  1959,  p.  1205,1206, 

5,  U.  §.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  population  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  i'ress 
Release,  1941. 

6,  L.  1933,  p.  1115, 

7,  "l.S.  1874,  p.  1078,1080;  L,  1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929,  p.  774;  L.  1931, 
p.  905,907;  L.  1933,  p.  1115, 

8,  L.  1889,  p,  109;  L.  1S17,  p.  793;  L.  1925,  p,  605, 

9,  L.  1929,  p.  774,775;  L.  1931,  p.  906, 

10.  L.  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1857,  p.  186;  L.  1871-72,  p.  444;  L.  1G19,  p.  569, 

Xl»  L.  1933,  p.  615, 

12.  L.  1937,  p.  601, 

13.  L.  1819,  T),   175. 

14.  Ibid. 
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"buildings  and  to  contract  for  their  construction; ■'•  later,  in  the  case  of 
the  courthouse  at  least,  the  court  was  declared  to  have  the  care  and  custody 
of  the  property  and  the  right  to  make  certain  disposition  of  it.   Care 
of  the  indigent  was  also  made  a  function  of  the  court;  it  was  required  to 
make  appropriations,  to  "be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  county  revenue,  for  their  support.  As  an  extension  of  this  fiscal 
function,  it  vas  required  to  appoint  an  overseer  of  the  poor  in  every 
township  and  establish  a  county  poorhouse  if  necessary. 3  Fiscal  control 
over  school  lands  was  exercised  at  first  solely  through  the  court's  power 
of  appointment  of  the  trustees  of  school  lands; ^  after  the  creation  of  the 
office  of  county  school  commissioner, 5  firmer  control  was  effected  through 
the  mediiom  of  reports  which  the  commissioner  was  required  to  suhmit  to  the 
court, 6  The  court  also  had  authority  to  examine  the  full  accounts  of  the 
commissioner, 7  Other  functions  of  the  court  were  its  duties  in  relation 
to  elections  and  juries.   It  had  authority  to  establish  precincts, °  to 
appoint  judges  of  election, 9  and  to  allow  compensation  to  officials  for 
services  and  stationery,-'-^  Two  panels  each  of  petit  and  gr?<xid  jurors  were 
required  to  he  selected.  The  former  were  enrolled  on  the  list  of  taxable 
inhabitants;  the  latter  only  to  be  freeholders  or  householders.-'-^ 

The  substitution  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  commissioners' 
court  produced  no  important  changes  in  the  sphere  of  government,  neither 
the  second  constitution  nor  the  enabling  legislation  made  any  original 
pronouncements  with  regard  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  former. ■'-^ 

The  revised  law  on  township  organization,  in  the  main,  only  made 
more  inclusive  and  definite  the  powers  of  the  board,  -^  The  board  was 
given  authority  to  purchase  and  holci  any  land  within  the  county  for  the 
use  of  its  inhabitaLnts;  it  was  also  given  authority  to  make  such  contracts, 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  237.238. 

2.  L.  I8U3,  p.  128. 


3.  L.  I8I9,  p.  127;  L.  1839,  p.  138,  139. 
k.     R.L.  1827,  p.  366. 

5.  R.L.  1829,  p.  150. 

6.  L.  I83I,  p.  175;  H.S.  ISU5.  p.  500,501. 

7.  L.  I83I,  p.  175. 

8.  L.  1821,  p.  7U.   There  was  in  this  la"'  anr'  in  many  of  those  following, 
a  limit  to  the  number  of  precincts  which  could  be  established.   See 

L.  1825,  p.  168;  R.S.  1827.  p.  256;  R.L.  1829.  p,  5^:    L.  1335,  p.  lUl. 
Prior  to  1821,  each  township  was  declared  by  statute  to  constitute 
an  election  district  (L.  I8I9,  p.  90) . 

9.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  99. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.  1823.  P.  182. 

12.  Const.  18U8,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  I8U9.  p.  65. 

13.  L.  I851.  p.  35-78. 
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and  to  purchase  and  hold  such  personal  property  as  mipht  be  necessary  to 
the  exorcise  of  its  powers;  moreover,  it  cor.ld  r:akc  such  orders  for  the 
disposition,  regulation,  or  use  of  the  corporate  t>ropcrty  as  mifht  soem 
to  be  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants,^  Explicit  also,  vras  the  au- 
tliority  to  audit  all  claims  against  the  county,  and  the  accounts  of  such 
officers  as  ivero  not  otherv/isc  provided  for  by  law,   Tnc  board  was  also 
given  power  to  appropriate  funds  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges 
in  any  part  of  the  county  viicncver  a  majority  of  the  v^olo  board  mght 
deem  it  proper  and  expedient, ^ 

From  the  enabling  legislation  of  the  present  constitutional  period 
is  drawn  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  principal  functions  of  the 
county  boards 

1,  The  purchase,  sale,  and  custody  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  county, 

2,  The  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  against  the 
county, 

3»   The  issuance  of  orders  on  the  county  treasury  in  pursuance 
of  its  fiscal  adninistration, 

4,  Tiic  examination  of  accounts  concerning  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  county  officers,'* 

5,  The  supervision  of  elections;*^  the  selection  of  juries:^ 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges; '  the 
care  of  the  indigent,  irfirm,  and  disabled," 

6,  Tho  appropriation  of  funds  necessary  to  the  effecting  of 
its  functions;^  the  raising  of  such  sums  through  taxation; 
and  in  general,  the  management  of  county  funds  and  county 
business. 

At  all  times  the  county  beard  has  had  a  clerk  who  has  served  it  in 
a  ministerial  capacity.   The  law  creating  the  county  commissioners'  court 
provided  that  it  should  have  such  an  officer,  and  gave  it  the  power  to 
appoint  him,  ■'■•'•   This  appointive  power  was  rescinded  in  1837  by  an  act  which 
made  the  office  elective, •'■^ 


1. 

L.  1851,  p.  50, 

2. 

Ibid.,  p.  51, 

3, 

Ibid, 

4, 

ii.§.  1874,  p.  306,307, 

5, 

Ibid.,  p.  456,468, 

6. 

Ibid.,  p,  630, 

7, 

Ibid.,  p,  310. 

8, 

Irid.,  p.  757,758, 

9, 

Ibid.,  p,  307, 

10. 

Ibid.,  p,  306,307. 

11.  T7~r819,  p.  175. 

12.  L.  1837,  p.  49. 


-  103  - 


Countjr  Board 


When  the  county  court  supplanted  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
the  office  of  cleric  of  the  latter  "bod;^;'  ceased  to  exist,   A  new  office  was 
created  "by  statute,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court.   When  the  court 
sat  for  the  transaction  of  county  "business,  its  clerk  v/as  in  effect  a 
clerk  of  the  county  "board;  le^al  recognition  of  this  distinction  was  given 
in  the  provision  that  the  clerk  should  keep  his  records  of  the  court's 
administrative  actions  separate  from  those  of  its  judicial  actions.  For 
this  purpose  two  sets  of  "books  were  to  be  kept,^ 

In  1870  the  new  constitution  esta"blished  the  office  of  county  clerk;  "^ 
subsequently,  the  General  Assembly  provided  that  the  countj-  clerk  should 
act  as  clerk  of  the  county  board'*  as  well  as  clerk  of  the  county  court  .^ 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  county  board  has  been  served  in  a  rain- 
isterial  capacity  qy   this  officer.  The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk  for 
the  county  board  is  the  minutes  of  its  proceedings.  This  record  includes 
orders  to  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasury;  the  board's  action  on 
committee  reports  on  roads  and  brid^^es,  indigent  and  infirm  relief,  schools, 
taxation,  etc.;  and  its  orders  in  regard  to  jxiries,  licenses,  and  other 
matters  iTithin  its  jurisdiction. 

The  clerk  also  keeps,  separately,  a  register  of  orders  issued  on  the 
county  treasurer  and  lists  of  jury  venire.  He  files  and  preserves  all 
bills  of  accounts  acted  on  by  the  board,  and  has  custody-'  of  reports  re- 
quired to  be  made  to  the  board  by  the  county  treasurer,  various  school 
bodies,  and  a  number  of  other  cox-tnty  officers."  An  obligation  to  preserve 
a  multiplicity  of  other  records  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  general  pro- 
vision requiring  the  clerk  to  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers  ap- 
pertaining to,  as  well  as  filed  in  his  office." 


1.  L.  1849,  p.  63. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  65. 

3.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

4.  R.S.  1374,  p.  322. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  260. 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  6,28,77,127,334,335,352;  R.L.  1829,  p.  151-53;  L.  1031, 

p.  89,90;  L.  1835,  p.  131,132,136;  L.  1839,  p.  71,72;  R.S.  1S45,  p.  287, 
342,403,437;  L.  1849,  p.  65;  L.  1861,  p.  234-37;  R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p.  366;  L.  1845,  p.  159;  R.S.  1845,  p,  136;  L.  1861,  p.  237. 

8.  R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 
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Proceedings  of  Board 

1.  SUPERVISORS'  PAPERS,  1872-1902.  35  f.b.  (3-5,  9-17,  31,  51,  54, 
55,  89,  97,  98,  139,  140,  174,  184-187,  195,  8  not  nurabered). 
1903-26  in  County  Court  Papers,  Miscellaneous  (County  Clerk's 
File),  entry  94;  1927—  in  Probate  Court  Files,  entry  172. 

Files  of  original  papers  acted  on  by  the  county  board,  including 
coininunica';ions,  resolutions,  petitions,  bills  and  claims,  reports  of  coixi- 
ty  officers  and  comnittees,  jury  lists,  sheep  claims,  1900-1902,  financial 
statements,  tax  levies,  county  budget,  and  roll  calls.  No  obvious  arr. 
No  index,  Kdvv,  on  pr.  fm,  4  l/2  x  4  l/2  x  10.  27  f.b.,  1872-88,  co. 
clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  8  f.b.,  1889-19^2,  v;est  vmsh  rm.,  1st  fl. 

2.  SUPERVISORS'  RECORD,  1838—,  14  v,  (D,  1  not  lettered,  C-E,  A-D, 
D-H),  Title  varies:  County  Court  Orders,  v.  C,  1850-53;  County 
Court  Record,  v.  D,  1654-62;  Sheriff's  Certificate  of  Purchase, 
v.  E,  1363-72. 

^eccrd  of  proceedings  of  county  board,  shov/ing  date  of  session,  names  of 
chairman  and  members  of  board,  communications,  committee  reports,  list  of 
county  officers'  bonds,  resolutions  on  petitions,  reports  of  county  of- 
ficers, action  on  claims,  organization  of  road  districts  and  election  pre- 
cincts, jury  lists,  budgets  and  appropriations,  tax  levies  and  rates,  and 
other  business  transactions  of  county  board.  Also  contains  Bond  Record, 
1838-72,  entry  88;  General  Vend  Record,  1S3S-1'^18,  entry  89;  Supervisors' 
Bonds,  1838-1913^  entry  91.  (Sale  of  School  Lands),  1850-53,  entry  293A, 
is  contained  in  the  first  volume  C  of  this  record,  Arr.  by  date  of  pro- 
ceedings..  No  index,  1838-1927,  hdw,;  1928—,  typed,  200  -  600  p. 
12  x  8  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  3.  Co.  clk.'s  v/est  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Disposition  of  Accounts 
County  Budcjet  r.nd 


ppropriations  (See  also 
entries  V,  ~2,  '273,  279) 

3.  COUIITY  CLERK'S  BUDGET  ACCOUIIT.  1846—.  15  v.  Missingt  1853-56, 
1859-65,  1868,  1869,  1874-85,  1889-95,  1912,  1913,  1920-32. 
Record  of  annual  appropriations  me.de  by  county  board  for  various 
county  funds,  shovdng  date  and  amount  of  appropriation  and  fund  distribu- 
tion. 1846-1919,  arr^  by  date  of  appropriation;  1933—,  arr,  alph,  by 
name  of  fund.  No  index,  1846-1919,  hdv;,;  1935 — ,  hdvf.  under  pr,  hdgs. 
225  -  300  p,  14  1/2  X  9  X  1  -  20  X  12  X  2,   13  v.,  1846-1919,  v;est  wash  rm., 
1st  fl^;  2  v.,  1933—,  co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Bills  and  Claims  (See  also 
entries  1,  2,  94[viii], 
309[i]) 

4.  FRAl^JKLIIT  COUiWY  CLAIMS,  1924 13  f.b.   1802-1923  in  County 

Court  Papers,  Miscellaneous  (County  Clerk's  File),  entry  94. 

Claims  against  county  showing  date,  amount,  and  nature  of  claim,  name  of 
claimant,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  ty  date  of  claim.  No  index.   Hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   4  1/2  x  5  x  9  1/2.   Co.  elk. ' s  west  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

5.  REGISTER  OF  CLAIMS,  1892—.   4  v.  (1,  2,  2,  3). 

Register  of  claims  against  county  funds  allowed  by  board  of  supervisors, 
showing  date,  amount,  number,  and  purpose  of  claim,  and  name  and  signature 
of  claimant.   Arr.  by  date  of  claim.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
400  p.  16  X  12  X  2.   V.  1,  2,  1892-1923,  west  wash  rm. ,  1st  fl.;  v.  2,  3, 
1924 — ,  CO.  clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

6.  DOCKET  OF  SHEEP  KILLED,  1881-99.   1  v. 

Register  of  sheep  claims,  showing  date,  number,  and  amount  of  claim, 
number  of  sheep  killed,  names  of  appraisers,  value  of  sheep,  amount  of 
justice  and  constable  fees,  amount  allowed  from  dog  license  fund,  and 
signature  of  recipient.   Arr.  by  date  of  claim.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   100  p.  16  X  10  1/2  x  1/2.   West  wash  rm. ,  1st  fl. 

Registers  of  County  Orders  (See 
also  entries  282-287,  312) 

7.  HOTHSRS'  PENSION  ACCOUNT  BOOK,  1914--.   4  v.  (1-4). 

Register  of  mothers'  pension  payments,  showing  name  of  mother,  date,  num- 
ber and  amount  of  order,  and  date  of  cancellation.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mother.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p. 
16  X  10  1/2  X  1  1/2.   V.  1,  1914-21,  3,  4,  1925—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.; 
v.  2,  1922-24,  west  wash  rm. ,  1st  fl. 

8.  COUiJTY  HIGHV/AY  V/ARRAITT  REGISTER,  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX,  1936—. 

2  V.  (1,  1  not  numbered).   Title  varies:  Ilotor  Fuel  Tax  Orders, 

V.  1,  1936. 
Register  of  county  highway  warrants,  showing  number,  date,  purpose,  and 
amount  of  warrant,  name  of  payer,  and  date  of  cancellation.   Volume  1  has 
been  transcribed  into  the  unniimbered  volume.   Arr.  by  warrant  no.  No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   75  -  300  p.  14  x  13  x  1/2  -  18  x  13  x  1  1/2.   Co. 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  stubs  of  warrants  issued,  1931-36,  see  entry  17. 

9.  P£COSD  OF  COUiNlTy  OHDERS,  1847-73,  1883-1913.   2  v.   1879-82  in 
Register  of  County  Orders  aiid  Jury  Certificates,  entry  10. 

Register  of  coujity  orders,  showing  date,  amount,  purpose,  and  niomber  of 
order,  name  of  recipient,  fund  debited,  and  date  of  cancellation.   Arr. 
by  date  of  order.  No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   280  p.  18  x  13  x  1  1/2. 
West  wash  rm. ,  1st  fl. 
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10.  REGISTER  OF  COimTY  ORDERS  AND  JURY  CERTIFICATES,  1847-1912.  4v, 
Register  of  county  orders  and  jury  certificates,  shov/ing  date,  amo;mt,^ 
number,  and  purpose  of  order,  name  of  recipient,  and  date  of  cancellatf.on. 
Record  of  County  Orders,  entry  9,  kept  separately  prior  to  1879  and  sub- 
sequent to  1883,  Arr.  by  date  of  order.  No  index.  Hdv:.  under  pr.  hde:s. 
280  p.  13  X  13  X  1  l/2.  West  vmsh  rra.,  1st  fl. 

Cancelled  County 
Orders 

11.  COIPaTY  Vy.RTJ'-lITS,    1872—.      36  v. 

Stub  record  of  vmrrants  issued  af;ainst  county  funds,   including  those  for 
death  reports,   1874-78,   1904—;   mothers'   pensions,   1916-19;    jurors,    1879-95; 
blind  pensions,   1904-34;   and  relief,    1075-91,   1904—.     '^hese  v,-arrants   shov; 
date,   nuraber,   amomit,   and  purpose  of  r/arrant,   names  of  fund  and  recipienb  , 
and  date  of  receipt,     Arr.  by  warrant  no.     Ho  index,     Kdw.  on  pr.   fn,     200 
p.   17  X  12  X  1.     14  v.,    1872-1916,   attic;   11  v.,   1917-28,  v/est  vmsh  rr.u, 
1st   fl.;    11  v.,    1929  —  ,   CO.   clk.'s   east  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

12.  JIXvORS'   CERTIFICATES,    1872-78,    1896—,     11  v. 

Stub  record  of  jurors'   certificates,    shov/ing  name  of  juror,   number,    date, 
and  amount  of  certificate,   number   of  days  of  service,  mileage,  date  of  court 
term,   and  signature  of  juror,     Arr,  by  date  of  certificcte.     No  index, 
Hdv;,  on  pr.  fm,     200  p,   18  x  13  x  1   l/2,     G  v.,    1872-78,    1896-1922,   attic; 
3  v.,   1923 — ,   CO,   cllc's  east  vlt.,   1st  fl. 
For  other  vreirrants,    see  entry  11. 

13.  PAID  COUIITY  ORDERS   (and  Jury  Certificates),   1919—. 

13   f,b,   (304-350  not   consecutive),     I!issinES    1901-18,     1869-19^ 
in  County  Court  i^apers,   I'iscellc.neous   (Co'jnty  Cleric's  Filo), 
entry  94, 
Cancelled  orders  on  county  funds,    showing  date,   amount,  number,  and  pur- 
pose of  order,   name  of  fund  dravrn  upon,   end  signature  of  recipient,     Arr. 
by  \rarrant  no.     Ho  index,     Kdw.  and  typod  on  pr.  fm.     11  x  5  x  21.     Co. 
clk.'s  cc.st  vlt.,   1st   fl. 

14.  VrARHAlITS  iXTI-IERS'  PEi-TSION  FUND,  1920—.  10  v.  Title  varies j 
Jlot:\crc'  Pension  Vfar rants,  7  v.,  1920-29;  Relief  Certificates 
Lothoro'  Pension  Fund,    1  v.,   19o0-34» 

Stub  record  of  mothers'   pension  -.•r.rrr.nts,      shov;ing  date,   amount,  and  nustcr 
of  warrant,   name   of  mother,   and  signature   of  recipient.     Arr.  hy  dato  of 
vrarrant,     llo  index,     Edw,   on  pr .  fm,     200  p,  17  x  12  x  1.     7  v.,    1920-29, 
v/est     v/csh  rm,,   1st  fl.;   3  v.,   1930—,   co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
For  prior  v.'p.rrants,   see  entry  11, 

15.  (Anticipation)  CERTIFICATES,    1951  —  .     3  v. 

Stub  record  of  anticipation  certificates,    shovang  date,   number,   amount, 
and  purpose   of  certificate,   and  name  and  signature  of  recipient,     Arr,  by- 
certificate  no.     No  index.     Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,     200  p.  18  x  12  x  1,     Co, 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st   fl. 
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IS.   BLIND  PENSION  WARRANTS,  1935  —  .   1  v. 
Stub  record  of  warrants  issued  to  blind  pensioners,  showing  date,  amount, 
and  number  of  warrant,  date  of  receipt,  and  name  of  recipient.  Arr.  by- 
date  of  warrant.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Co. 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl» 

For  prior  warrants,  see  entry  11. 

17.   MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  ORDERS,  1931-36.   1  v. 
Stub  record  of  orders  issued  against  motor  fuel  tax  funds,  showing  date, 
number,  amount,  and  purpose  of  order,  date  of  receipt,  and  signature  of 
recipient,  Arr.  by  order  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p. 
18  X  12  X  1  1/2.  Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

18.  PAUPER  WARRANTS,  1892-1903.   1  v. 

Stub  record   of  vrtirrants   issued   for  pauper   relief,    showing  date,   amount, 
number,    and  purpose   of  vrarrant,    name   of  pensioner,    date   of  receipt,   and 
signature   of  recipient.      Arr.   by  warrant   no.     No   index.     Hdw,    on  pr.    fm, 
200  p.    17  X   12   X   1   1/2.     West  wash  rm,,    Ist    fl. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  warrants,  see  entry  11. 

19,  STATE-AID  ORDERS,  1927-33.   1  f.b.   1934—  in  County  Highway 
Papers,  entry  308. 

State-aid  orders  allowed  by  board  of  supervisors,  showing  date,  number, 
amount,  and  purpose  of  order,  and  name  of  recipient,  Arr.  by  date  of 
order.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  ftn.   11  x  5  x  21,  Co,  clk,'s  east  vlt»; 
1st  fl. 

20.   DEATH  CERTIFICATE  WARRANTS,  1902-3.   1  v. 
Stubs  of  warrants  issued  for  death  certificates,  showing  number,  date,  and 
amount  of  warrant,  name  of  fund,  date  of  receipt,  and  signature  of  recip- 
ient. Arr.  by  date  of  warrant.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   200  p, 
18  X  12  X  1,  Attic. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  warrants,  see  entry  11, 

21.  SPARROW  ORDERS,    1391-1901.      2  v.     Missing:   1894, 

Copies  of  county  orders  issued  for  killing  sparrows,  showing  date,  num- 
ber, and  amount  of  order,  number  of  birds  killed,  and  name  of  recipient, 
Arr,  by  order  no.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.   300  p.  17  x  12  x  1. 
Jurors'  north  rm.,  2nd  fl. 

Pension  Funds  and  Applications  (See 
also  entries  7,  11,  14,  16,  167, 
278,  284) 

22.  RECORD  OF  APPLICANTS  FOR  RELIEF  OF  BLIND,  1916—.   1  v.  (l). 
Copies  of  applications  for  blind  pensions,  showing  date  and  number  of  ap- 
plication, names  and  addresses  of  applicants  and  affiants,  date  of  refer- 
ence to  an(i  examiner's  report,  amount  fixed  by  court,  and  date  and  amount 
of  warrant.   Also  contains  Examiners'  Register  Relief  of  Blind  (Record). 
1933 — ,  entry  23,  Arr.  by  date  of  application.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   240  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st  fl. 
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23.  EXAIill^RS'   RSGIsntR  IffiLIEF  OF  BLII©   (Record),    1915-32.      1  v. 
1933 —  in  Record  of  Applicants  for  Relief  of  Blind,    entry  22. 

Examiners'    record  of  applications  for  blind  pensions,    showing  najnes  and 
addresses  of  applicant  and  two  affiants,    dates  of  application  and  return 
to   county  clerk,    aJid  date  and  result  of  exanination.     ^r.   by  date  of  ap- 
lication.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  applicant.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      160  p. 
14  X  3  X  1/2.     Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Relief  Fund   (See  also 
entries  11,    18) 

24.  LEDGER,    1850-90,      3  v. 

Record  of  accounts  paid  by  county  for  pauper  aid,    showing  names  of  creditor 
and  debtor,    and  date,    amount,    and  purpose  of  payment.     Arr.   by  date  of 
payment.     No  index.     Hdw.      350  p.    13  1/2  x  9  1/2  x  1  1/2.     Attic. 

Management  of  County  Properties  and  Roads 
(See  also  entries  308,    309[ii,    iii,    v],    315) 

Construction  Plans 
for  County  Buildings 
and  City  Sewers 

25.  FRANKLIN  COUUTY  POOR  FARI.!  BUILDING,    1913-14.      6  plans. 
Construction  details  for  county  poor  farm  building,    showing  detailed  cross 
sections  and  dimensions,   material   specifications,    and  location  and  manner 
of  placing  materials.     Architect,   R.   Z.   Gill,   Uurphysboro,    Illinois. 
Hand-drawn.      l/2  in.    to  2  ft,      25  x  21.     VTest  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl. 

26.  PLAl'IS  AilD  PROFILES  FOR  SE";7ER  DISTRICT  l-IUl'IEER  1,   CITY  OF   SESSSR, 
ILLINOIS,    1924.      14  plans. 

Construction  plans  of   sewer  district  number  1,    City  of  Sesser,    showing 
profiles,    elevation,    dimensions  of   sewer  tile,    and  date  of  installation. 
Engineers,   IlcCarty  and  Elder,   Marion,    Illinois.      Blueprint.      1   in.    to 
200  ft.      10  x  24.     West  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl. 

27.  PROFILE  OF  DRAINS,    DOUGLAS   STREET  DISTRICT,    VEST  FRAIKFORT, 
ILLINOIS,    1926.      2  plans. 

Construction  details  for  Douglas  Street  drains  of  West  Frankfort,    showing 
elevation,    dimensions,    location  of  catch  basins,    and  date  of  installation. 
Hand-drawn  and.  blueprint.     30  x  20.     West  wash  rm.,    1st  fl. 

Bond  Issues 

28.  BOl©  REGISTER,  1916—.   1  v.  (l). 

Register  of  bonds  issued  by  townships  for  construction  and  maintetiance  of 
roads,  showing  date,  euno\int,  and  number  of  bond,  township  name,  interest 
rate,  emd  dates  of  maturity  and  cancellation.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No 
index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   140  p.  12  x  16  x  1  1/2.  Co.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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29.  HARD  ROAD  BOOTS  AND  HIGH  SCHOOL  BOIJDS,  1918  —  .   1  f.b.  (345). 
Resolutions  of  township  officials  and  school  boards  for  issuance  of  re- 
funding bonds,  showing  rate  of  interest,  and  date,  number,  and  amount  of 
bonds  to  be  recalled.   No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.   11  x  5  x  21. 
Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

30.  REGISTER  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  BONDS,  1928  —  .   1  v. 
Register  of  school  district  bonds,  showing  name  and  number  of  school 
district,  num.ber,  date,  and  amount  of  bond,  dates  of  maturity  and  regis- 
tration, rate,  and  date  of  interest  payments.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No 
index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs .   125  p.  IS  x  11  x  1  l/2 .   Co.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

31.  REGISTER  OF  RAILROAD  BONDS,  1849-81.   1  v. 

Register  of  bonds  issued  by  Franklin  County  to  the  Belleville  and  Eldorado 
Railroad  Com.pany,  showing  number,  date,  and  amount  of  bond,  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  dates  of  maturity  and  cancellation.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No 
index.  Hdw.   100  p.  8  x  12  x  1.   Attic. 

Insurance 


32.   (INSURANCE  POLICIES),  1938--.   In  Probate  Court  Files,  entry  172. 
Insurance  policies  on  county  property,  showing  name  and  address  of  in- 
surance company,  description  of  property   insured,  amount  of  policy,  rate, 
and  date  of  expiration.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 


Reports  to  Board 
(See  also  entries  1,  2,  94[vii],  290) 

33.  AUDITING  RECORD,  1902  —  ^   26  v. 

Reports  of  auditors  to  boarcj  of  supervisors,  including  minutes  of  meetings, 
showing  names  of  chairman  and  members  of  board,  dates,  purpose,  and  amounts 
of  receipts  and  expenditures,  recapitulation  of  accounts,  number  and  ai.iount 
of  county  orders,  bal&nce  available,  and  certification  of  auditors.  Arr. 
by  date  of  report.   1902-13,  no  index;  1914--,  indexed  alph.  by  title  of 
fund.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   30  -  495  p.  14  x  9  l/2  x  l/2  -  14  x  9  l/2  x  1  l/2. 
1  V.J  1902-13,  v/est  v/ash  rm.,  1st  fl.;  25  v.,  1914 — ,  co.  clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

34.  COUNTY  CLERK'S  AUDITED  REPORTS,  1931  —  .   19  v.   1843-1930  in 
County  Court  Papers,  Miscellaneous  (County  Clerk's  File),  entry  94, 

County  clerk's  audited  reports  showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  in  various  funds,  amount  of  outstanding  judgm^ents,  claims, 
county  orders,  and  warrants,  jury  and  coroner's  certificates,  total  amount 
of  outstanding  indebtedness  for  each  fund,  balance  available  in  various 
funds,  total  amounts  of  receipts,  disbursements,  and  outstanding  indebted- 
ness, balance  available,  acknowledgment  and  signature  of  certified  public 
accountant,  and  dates  of  filing  and  approval.   Arr.  alph.  by  title  of  fund. 
No  index.   Typed.   50  p.  11  x  9  x  l/2.   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  f 1 . 
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Jury  Lists 
(See  also  entries  1,  2,  212,  247,  266) 

35.     REGISTER  OF  JURORS,    1872—,     2  v,  (l,    2),     Missing:    1919-21. 
Title  varies;   Jury  Lists,   v,    1,    1372-1918. 
Jury  register  shovri.ng  name  and  address  of  juror,    date   of  court  teim,   days 
of  service,   and  anount  of  fee.     Arr.  by  date  of  court  tern.     No   index. 
1B72-I9ie»  hdw,  under  pr.  hdps.j   1922 — ,   hd\v,  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs. 
250  p.   16  X  11  X  2,     Co.  clk.'s  west  vlt.,   1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  36,  p,  116) 


II,  cgu::ty  clerk 

Forerunners  of  the  present  county  clerk  of  Frani:lin  County  were  the 
clerk  of  the  territorial  county  court,  the  clurk  of  "the  Justices  Court," 
the  clerk  of  the  county  corpus  si  oners'  oourt*^  and  the  olerk  of  the  county 
court,*  The  first  two  mentioned  were  appointed  by  the  territorial  Gover- 
nor.'''  The  county  ooninissioners'  court  was  the  administrative  body  in  Frank- 
lin County  from  1819  to  1849 »^ 

The  Constitution  of  1048  and  laws  of  1849  created  a  now  judicial  branch 
of  county  goverrunent  presided  over  by  the  county  judge  and  entitled  the 
"county  court,"  and  provided  for  the  quadrennial  election  of  a  "clerk  of 
the  county  court,"'   In  addition  to  his  duties  as  clerk  of  the  judicial 
court,  the  incumbent  was  also  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  administrative  branch 
of  government  which  consisted  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  the 
peace, ^ 

The  last  two  of  the  above  mentioned  clerks  performed  the  duties  of 
county  clerk  as  well  as  those  of  clerks  of  a  judicial  or  adiuinistrative 
body.  In  fact,  legislation  frequently  referred  to  those  ineumbonts  as 
"county  clerks"  when  defining  duties  relating  to  county  business  as  dis- 
tinct from  their  duties  in  other  capacities.  The  constitution  of  1870 
specifically  provided  for  a  county  clerk,  who  has  continued  to  act  to  the 
present  in  this  capacity,  and  also  as  clerk  of  the  county  board^'-'  and  clerk 
of  the  county  court, ■'■■'■  The  revised  statutes  of  1874  adopted  the  use  of  a 
distinction  of  titles  for  each  of  his  ex  officio  capacities,  applying  tho 
title  "county  clerk"  only  vjhen  referring  to  his  duties  as  such,^   It  is 
the  performance  of  these  duties  that  give^  rise  to  the  records  dealt  with 
in  this  section. 


1,  Nathaniel  Pope,  ed,  Lavjs  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  546,349, 

2,  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,  1817-18,  p,  91. 

3,  L.  181^,  p.  175. 

4,  L.  1649,  p,  65,66, 

5,  Nathaniel  Pope,  ed.  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  346,349; 
Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,  18''17-18,  p.  91, 

6,  Const,  1818,  Schedule,  sec,  ¥j  L,  1819,  p,  175, 

7,  Const,  1846,  Art,  V,  sec,  16,18,19;  L,  1849,  p,  62,63, 

8,  L,  1849,  p,  65,66, 

9,  Const,  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec,  18  and  Art,  X,  sec,  8, 

10,  R.S.  1874,  p,  322, 

11,  Ibid,,  p,  260. 

12,  TEoH",,  p,  260,322, 
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The  clerk  was  an  appointee  of  the  county  oojmrisoioners '  corrt  in 
Franl.lin  County  from  isis  to  1837,^  In  the  latter  year  the  office  became 
elective  for  a  four-j'ear  term;^  a  two-year  term  became  effective  in  1847.3 
A  bond  of  J!Jl,000  was  required,^  The  clerk  of  the  county  court  served  for 
a  four-year  term  e.rd  v.-as  bonded  in  the  sum  of  .iJS^OOO, 

The  Constitution  of  1870  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  establishing 
the  office  of  county  clerk,  provided  for  his  election  for  a  quadrennial  term, 
and  that  the  amount  of  his  bond  be  set  by  the  county  board. ^  The  bond  is 
entered  upon  the  records  of  his  office,  and  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court.  Me  is  required  to  take  oath,  and  is  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,'^  The  county  seal  is  kept  by  the  clerk  and  is  used  by  him  vdien  re- 
quired. 

In  general,  the  county  clerk's  perfcnnanco  of  his  functions  results 
in  records  relating  to  the  followinfi;;  taxation,  vital  statistics,  licenses, 
and  bonds.  Various  officials  and  af^encies  having  authority  over  these 
matters  report  to,  or  deposit  records  with,  the  county  clerk  who  in  this 
manner  acts  as  coordinating  factor  in  the  execution  of  local  and  state 
affairs.   In  regard  to  other  of  these  matters,  the  clerk  is  required  to 
perform  duties  on  his  o-vm  behalf  and  retain  the  records  resulting  from 
such  perfomance. 

Illustrations  of  both  of  these  procedures  nay  be  found  by  examining 
the  various  duties  and  records    relating  to  taxation.   The  county  clerk 
must  procure  all  books  and  blanl:s  used  in  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes,  and  list  in  such  book.s  the  lands  and  lots  subject  to  tsixationj^ 
they  are  then  turned  over  to  the  supervisor  of  assessments^  who  has  the 
township  assessors  enter  the  valuations  against  each  piece  of  property 
listed.   The  supervisor  completes  revisions  and  corrections  upon  complaint 
of  property  owsers  and  returns  the  books  in  duplicate  to  the  county  clerk, 
Personal  property  assessments  are  handled  in  essestially  the  sar.e  manner. 
The  board  of  review  then  :r.akes  adjustr.ents  on  ccmplaints  and  equalizes  as- 


1.  L.  ISIP,  p.  175, 

2.  L.  1837,  p.  4G. 

3.  L.  1845,  p.  28;  effective  in  1847, 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  170,177;  R.L.  1833,  p.  143;  R.S.  1846,  p.  131, 

5.  L.  1849,  p.  G3,64, 

G,  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.S.  1P,74,  p.  321. 

7.  R.S,  1874,  p.  321, 

8.  L,  1867,  p,  106;  L.  1871-72,  p.  19,20,32;  L.  1?03,  p.  297.   Durin/:,  the 
period  of  the  first  constitution  such  books  and  lists  were  prepared 
by  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  and  turned  over  to  the  clerk  of 

the  county  com-issioners'  court  (L,  1825,  n,  173;  R.L.  1827,  p,  329; 
L.  1339,  p,  3,4;  L.  1847,  p.  79). 

9.  The  treasurer  now  acts  as  ex  officio  supervisor  of  assessments  (L,  1898, 
p.  36-44), 
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sessments  between  districts,  certifying  corrections  and  revisions  to  the 
county  clerk. 1  The  county  clerk  then  reports  the  entire  assessment  list 
to  the  St?,te  Tax  Commission  for  equalization,  the  equalized  list  is  aftcr- 
wa,rds  used  "by  the  co\mty  clerk  in  ascertp.ining  tax  rates  ?jid  extending 
taxes. ^ 

The  State  Tax  Commission  also  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the 
assessments  on  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  and  railroad  ?jid  telegraph 
companies,  it  heing  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  extend  these  taxes  and  retain 
the  books  after  use  hy  the  collector.*^ 

The  tooks  are  next  turned  over  to  the  county  collector  who,  after 
collection,  returns  lists  of  collections,  together  with  lists  of  uncollect- 
ed real  and  personal  property  taxes. ^  The  county  clerk  attends  all  tax 
sales,  prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  and  issues  duplicp.te  reports  thereof, 
records  affidavits  of  purchases  of  property  for  t-xes,  r.nd  keeps  a  record 
known  as  the  "tax  judgment,  sale,  redemption,  rjid  forfeiture  record.  "5 

An  extensive  group  of  records  of  vit.^.l  statistics  is  kept  by  the 
county  clerk,  including  records  relating  to  births  --^.nd  deaths,  marriages, 
physicians,  and  raidwives.   The  first  legislation  in  regard  to  the  keeping 
of  vital  statistics  were  included  in  the  act  for  the  establishment  of 
medical  societies.^  One  section  of  this  act  m^de  it  the  duty  of  every 
physician  to  keep  a  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  diseases  occuring  within 
the  vicinity  of  his  practice,  and  to  transmit  such  record  to  his  medical 
society,  whereupon  the  record  w.as  to  bo  published  in  the  newspapers.   In 
1842  it  was  provided  that  a  parent  could  appear  before  the  clerk  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  and  make  affidavit  as  to  the  birth  of  a  child, 
and  the  eldest  next  of  kin  of  a  deceased  person  could  similarly  appear 
and  make  affidavit  as  to  death.'''  It  is  probable  that  the  tenor  of  the 
above  mentioned  laws  explains  the  fact  that  no  birth  or  death  records  existed 
in  Frajiklln  County  prior  to  1877,  the  first  law,  1819,  requiring  no  public 
record  to  be  kept,  and  that  of  1842  providing  that  affidavits  "ma,y"  be  made. 
The  act  of  1877  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  required  that  all  births 
and  deaths  in  the  coimty  be  reported  to  the  coiinty  clerk  by  the  attending 
physicians  or  accoucheurs.   Teeth  were  put  into  this  and  subsequent  laws 
"by  providing  penalties  for  noncompliance.   In  1901  death  certificates  issued 


1.  L.  1898,  p.  36-44. 

2.  L.  1919,  p.  723. 

3.  L.  1871-72,  p.  11,13,16;  L.  1937,  p.  1011,1012. 

4.  L.  1849,  p.  124,125;  L.  1871-72,  p.  55;  L.  1931,  p.  759. 

5.  L.  1838,  p.  3;  L.  1871-72,  p.  40;  L,  1879,  p.  250. 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  233. 

7.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210-12. 

8.  L.  1877,  p.  209. 
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by  physicians,  midv;ives,  or  coroners  were  to  ne  presented  to  to'vm  clerks 
■who  were  the  local  registrars  who  issued  burial  permits  and  forv/arded  the 
certificates  to  the  county  clerk, ^  In  1903,  certificates  of  death  were  to 
be  turned  over  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  which  then  delivered  to  the 
county  clerk  all  certificates  so  received, ^  Later  it  was  provided  that  the 
township  clerks  should  annually  deposit  with  the  co\inty  clerk  a  complete 
set  of  the  records  of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered  v;ith  them. 
The  county  clerk  vms  charged  with  binding  and  indexing,  or  recording,  and 
safekeeping  of  such  records,^  From  the  earliest  date,  the  legislation  in 
regard  to  these  natters  provided  that  the  clerk  retain  tho  abstracts  and 
certificates,  keep  a  record  of  births  and  deaths,  maintain  alphabetical 
indexes,  and  issue  certified  copies  of  certificates  upon  request.  The 
clerk  has  also  beon  required  to  prepare  a  register  of  all  physicians  and 
accouchours  in  the  county,^ 

From  1819  the  county  clerk,  or  at  that  time  clerk  of  the  county  com- 
missioners' court,  has  been  required  to  filo  marriage  certificates  and 
certificates  of  parents'  consent  to  tho  marriage  of  minors, °  Tho  clerk 
was  also  required  to  keep  a  separate  register  of  marriages  in  addition 
to  his  file  of  certificates, ^  Before  1877,  persons  desiring  to  marry 
wore  required  to  secure  licenses  from  tho  coimty  clerk  only  v;hen  they  had 
not  previously  published  such  intention,  but  in  that  year  the  securing  of 
a  license  %ms  made  mandatory,*^  Although  a  record  of  applications  for  mar- 
riage licenses  has  been  kept  by  the  clerk  of  this  county  since  1880,  an 
act  of  1937  appears  to  be  the  first  legislation  requiri:ig  the  maintenance 
of  such  a  record,"  The  sane  act  provides  that  persons  desiring  to  majry 
shall  present  to  the  county  clerk  a  certificate  setting  forth  thf^t  such 
persons  are  free  from  venereal  diseases,  such  certificates  to  be  filed  with 
the  application  for  license  to  marry, ^  Indexes  to  marriage  records  have  been 
kept  in  Franklin  County  sinoe  1836, 

The  county  clerk  is  charged  with  a  number  of  duties  relating  to  elec- 
tions! preparing  and  issuing  blank  ballots, ^'^  poll  books, ^^  and  certificates 
of  election)-'-'^  keeping  a  record  of  registers  of  elections, ^^  petitions^* 


1.  L,  1901,  p,  302,323, 

2,  L.  1903,  p,  315,318, 


2,  L.  1903,  p,  31S,318«- 

3,  L,  1915,  p,  667, 

4,  L,  1877,  p.  209. 

5,  L,  1819,  ■,;,  27.  R.S.  1G'':5,  p.  SS^.;  .",5.  1G7A,  p.  694. 

6,  -I.L,  1..27,  p,  2CD, 

7,  L,  1877,  p,  130, 

8,  L.  1937,  p,  909, 

9,  Ibid.,  p,  910, 

to,  LrT891,  p,  113;  L.  1911,  p,  311, 

11,  L,  1871-72,  p.  386. 

12,  L,  1819,  p,  96;  L.  1821,  p.  79;  L.  1823,  p.  64;  L,  1885,  p,  176. 

13,  L,  1865,  p,  59;  L.  1871-72,  p,  386. 

14,  L,  1911,  p,  310,311;  L.  1929,  p.  422, 
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and  marked  ballots,  and  tally  sheets^  and  election  returns  which  are  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  judges  of  election.^  Abstracts  of  returns  were  former- 
ly prepared  by  the  clerk,  but  these  are  now  originated  by  the  election  com- 
missioners or  judges  of  election  and  deposited  with  the  clerk.  Returned 
ballots  are  destroyed  by  the  clerk  six  months  after  election,  provided  no 
contest  in  which  the  ballots  are  needed  is  in  progress.   In  1889,  when 
returns  of  elections  for  school  trustees  were  made  to  the  county  clerk,  he 
was  charged  with  furnishing  to  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  a  list 
of  all  such  trustees.   Now  the  clerk  does  not  enter  into  the  procedure,  the 
school  trustees  canvassing  the  returns  and  certifying  directly  to  the  super- 
intendent of  schools.*^ 

The  bonds  of  a  number  of  officials  are  required  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  clerk  for  filing  and  entering  in  a  book  maintained  for  that  purpose,' 
Justices'  of  the  peace  and  constables'  oaths,  bonds,  and  securities  are  ap- 
proved by  the  oliijrk  and  entered  in  a  separate  book  in  accordance  with  statu- 
tory requirement.  This  book  shows  the  date  on  which  each  justice  of  the 
peace  and  constable  was  svvorn  into  office  and  the  date  of  commission  by  the 
Governor,  Resignations  from  these  offices  are  made  to  the  county  clerk  who 
enters  such  fact  in  the  justices'  and  constables'  records. 

The  clerk  is  also  charged  with  issuing  licenses  to  taverns,^  ferries, 10 
ot  cetera,  and  keeping  records  of  the  saine.  Other  recordations  made  are: 
records  relating  to  estraysj-^-'-  registers  of  professionals,  including 
physicians, 12  midwives,^  dentists,    chiropodists,   and  veterinarians: 
lists  of  town  officers  which  are  furnished  annually  by  the  town  clerks; 
record  of  notaries  public; 18  and  book  of  state  civil  service  rulos,!^ 


1871-72,  p.  389. 


1,  L.  1891,  p.  U8. 

2,  L,  L885,  p,  143, 

3,  L,  1819,  p,  86}  L.  1821,  p,  77j  L,  1923,  p,  64;  L, 

4,  L.  1917,  p.  444. 

5,  L.  1889,  p,  271,322, 

6,  L,  1909,  p,  352, 

7,  R.S,  1845,  p,  396,397;  L,  1881,  p.  237,238;  R.S,  1874,  p.  325;  L,  1895, 
p,  168, 

8,  L,  1895,  p,  136, 

9,  L,  1819,  p,  77-79;  L.  1933-34,  Second  Sp,  Sess,,  p,  64-66, 

10,  R.L,  1827,  p,  221;  R.S.  1874,  p,.  530, 

11,  L,  1819,  p,  206,207;  E.S,  1874,  p.  483. 

12,  L,  1877,  p,  209;  L,  1899,  p.  275;  L,  1923,  p,  441,442, 

13,  Ibid, 

14,  L,  1881,  p,  79;  L,  1899,  p,  273;  L,  1909,  p,  279;  L,  1933,  p,  711, 

15,  L,  1899,  p,  280;  L,  1935,  p,  995, 

16,  L,  1917,  p.  591. 

17,  L.  1861,  p,  226;  R.S,  1874,  p.  1077, 

18,  L.  1871-72,  p,  575;  R.S.  1874,  p,  721;  L,  1875,  p.  88, 

19,  L,  1905,  p,  115, 
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Referring  to  his  list  of  tovm  officers,  the  county  clerk  reports  annually 
to  the  State  DepartnenI  of  Public  Health,  the  namee  and  addresses  of  the 
supervisor,  assessor,  and  clerk  of  each  township,  and  the  dates  of  the 
expiration  of  their  terms  of  off ice. 1 

Inc}.uacd  in  the  provision  that  the  covmty  clerk  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to,  and 
filed  or  deposited  in,  his  office, ^  are  those  duties  as  clerk  of  the  county 
board,  wherein  ho  is  required  to  record  tho  proceedings  of  the  board  and 
to  file  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts. 3  Also  included  are  his 
record-keeping  duties  as  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  county  court,  with  its 
resulting  duties  in  relation  to  probate  matters.^  The  clerk  is  also 
required  to  keep  jury  lists^  and  a  book  in  which  he  enters  details  as  to 
orders  upon  the  treasurer.  He  is  further  required  to  maintain  alphabetical 
Indexes  of  all  records  and  papers  in  his  office,  and  to  supply  copies  of 
these  records  or  papers  to  any  person  upon  request  eaiA.  payment  of  the 
required  fee. 


Taxation 
(See  also  entries  1.  2.  141.  142.  268-277,  303.  304) 

Lists  of  Taxable 
Property. Levies 

36.  CJSRTIFICATES  OF  TAXES  LEVIED.  1919—.  4  f.b.  (349,  3  not  numbered), 
1890-1918  in  County  Court  Papers.  Miscellaneous  (County  Clerk's 
File) .  entry  94. 

Certificates  of  tax  rates  and  levies  for  each  township,  showing  amounts 
of  tax  levy  and  rate,  amounts  wanted  and  needed,  purpose,  equalized  value 
of  all  property,  and  dates  of  instrument  and  filing.  No  obvious  arr. 
Ho  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fn.  11^  x  5  x  18.  Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.  .  1st  fl. 

37.  DOCKET  OF  PAT3S  AlID  TAX  WANTED,  1883-89.   1  v. 

Docket  of  rates  and  taxes  wanted  and  levied,  showing  date,  rate:  and 
amount  wanted  by  each  township,  purpose  of  tsuc,  total  value  of  proper tj*-, 
equalized  value,  rate  and  amount  of  levy,  and  date  of  filing.  No  obvious 
arr.  No  indepc.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  350  p.  17  x  14  x  Ig.  Jurors'  north 
rm. ,  2nd  fl. 


1. 

L.  1923,  p.  480. 

2. 

R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 

3. 

L.  1861,  p.  239;  S.S 

4. 

Ibid.,  p.  260. 

5. 

Ibid. .  p.  630. 

6. 

Ibid. ,  p.  321. 

1874,  p.  322. 
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38.  ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS  -  PRAjnCLIN  COUNTY  (Real  Estate  and  Personal  Prop- 
erty),  1852—.      lllU  V.    (Franklin  Gotinty.    1S52--71,    2k  v .   Missing: 
18bO. 

Barren  Township,    1872--.     91  v. 

Benton  Township,    1872--.      91   v. 

Browning  Township,    1872 — .      90  v.      Missing:    1872, 

Cave  Township,    1872--.      91  v. 

Denning  Township,    1872--,      93  v.      Missing:    1875« 

Eastern  Township,    1872--.      91  v. 

Ewing  Township,    1872--.     90  v.     Missing:    1875. 

Frankfort  Township,    1872—.      91  v. 

Goode  Township,    1872—.     90  v.     Missing:    1909. 

Northern  Township,   1872—.     91  v. 

Six  Mile  Township,    1872—.      91  v. 

Tyrone  Township,    1872—.      90  v.      Missing:    I87U). 
Assessor's  lists  of   taxatle   real   and  personal  property,    showing  name   of 
owner,    description  of  property,    assessed   n.nd   eqiialized  values,    t,'ix  spread, 
and  total   tax;    includes  record  of  dog   taxes.      Real   estate   arr.   hy   sRC. , 
twp.,   and  range  nos.;   personal  property  arr.   alph,   hy  name  of  owner.     No 
index.      18^2-71,    hdw,;    1872—,    hdw'.    under  pr.    hdgs.      50  -   100  p.    18  x  12  x  1- 
17   X  lU  X  t.      327  v.,    I852-I92O,   attic;    3U6  v.,    1872-1931,    west  wash  rm. , 
1st  fl.;    216  v.,    I8SO-I933,    east  wash  rm.,   1st  fl.;    225  v.,    191^— ,    co. 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

39.  RAILROAD  TAX  BOOK,    1879—.      U  v.    (l   not   numbered,    2,    3,    U) . 
Missing:    I89O-I919. 

Lists  of  railroad  property  assessments,    showing  name   of   company,    legal 
description  of  real  property,    numher  of  acres  of  right  of  way,    miles  of 
track,    amount   of  rolling   stock,    value   as  listed  "hy  companies,    and   equalized 
value   as  fixed  by  covinty  and   state  "boards;    includes   telephone   tax  list, 
I898-I92U,    and   telegraph  tax  list,    188b-192U.      Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  rail- 
road.     No   index.      Hdw.   on  pr.    fm.      3OO  p,    I7   x  lb  x  Ivy.      Co.    clk.'s 
east  vlt. ,    1st   fl. 

UO.      DUPLICATE  ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS,    I899-I93I.      II6  v.    (Barren,    Benton, 

Browning,   Eastern,   Frankfort,    C-oode,    Six  Mile,    and   Tyrone   townships, 
10  v.    each;    Cave,   Denning,   Ewing,    and  Northern  townships,    9  v, 
each) . 
Duplicate   lists   of  assessments  on  all   taxable   real   and  personal  property, 
showing  name   of   assessed  person,    location  and  description  of  property, 
valuation,    tax   spread,    amount   of  assessment,    and    ajnoi.mt   of   dog  tax.     Real 
estate   arr.   by  sec,    twp.,    and    ronge   nos.;   personal  property  arr.   alph.   by 
name  of   ovmer.      No   index.      Hdw.    under  pr.    hdgs.      UO  p.   17   x  lU  x  •^,      US  v., 
I899-I91U,    jurors'   west  rm.,    2nd    fl.;    32  v.,    1915-26,    east   wash  rm.,    1st 
fl.;    36  v.,    1927-31,    CO.    clk.'s  west  vit,,    1st   fl. 

kl.      ABSTRACT  OF  ASSE3SI.ENTS  AND  T.OCKS,    I878— .      5  v.    (l   not  numbered, 

2-5)  . 
Statement   of  abstracts  of  property  assessments  and   taxes  levied,    showing 
totpls  of   columnar  footings,    date   of   statement,    assessment   books,    itemized 
personal  property  taxes,    assessed  valuation,    and  grand    summary  of   total 
tax.      Also   contains  County  Clerk's   Statement   of  Taxes  to   Auditor,    1396 — , 
entry  U2.      Arr.   by  date   of   statement.      No   index.      Hdw.    under  pr.   hdgs. 
160  p.    17  X  lU  X  1.      Co.    clk.'s  east   vlt.,    1st   fl. 
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42.   COUITTY  CLSRK'S  STATMENT  OF  TAXSS  TO  AUDITOR,  1879-95.   1  v. 
1896 —  in  Abstract  of  Assessments  and  Taxes,  entry  41. 
Sccord  of  statements  of  r.ssessmonts  submitted  to  state  puditor.  shovfing 
class  of  property  assessed,  assessed  and  equalized  valuation  as  fixed  by 
county  and  state  boards,  tax  spread,  and  total  amount  of  tax.  Arr.  by 
year  of  tax  levy.  Ko  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hd^s.  160  p.  18  x  12  x  1. 
Co.  clk.'s  west  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

43,   (LA-MDS  LISTI.D  FOR  TiOC/^TIOK),  1847-55,   2  v, 
lists  of  taxable  lands  exempt  from  taxation,  showing  name  of  owner,  date 
of  sale,  legal  description,  acreage,  and  location  of  land,  and  price  per 
acre.  Arr.  by  date  of  r>ale.  No  index,  Hdv^.  under  pr,  hdps,  300  p, 
18  X  13  X  2  1/2,  Co,  elk, «s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Collections ,  Abatement 

44.  COLLECTOR  '  S  3P0KS  ,  1857—.   779  v,  (Franklin  County,  1857-71, 
1875.   16  V. 

Barren  Tovmship ,  1872-74,  1S76~.  63  v.  Missing:  18B0. 

Benton  Township,  1872-74,  1875 — .  54  v. 

Browning  Township,  1872-74,  1876 — .   64  v. 

Cave  Township,  1872-74,  1876 64  v. 

Denning  Township,  1872-74,  1876 — .   64  v. 

Eastern  Township,  1872-74,  1875—.  64  v. 

Ewing  To'-mship,  1872-74,  1876—.  64  v. 

Frankfort  Township,  1872-74,  1876—.  63  v.  Kissing:  1830. 

Goode  Tovmship,  1872-74,  1876—.  64  v. 

Northern  Township,  1872-74,  1876—.   63  v.  Missing:  1880. 

Six  Mile  Township,  1872-74,  1876—.  63  v.  Missing:  1924. 

Tyrone  Tovmship,  1872-74,  1876—.  53  v.  Missing:  1880), 
Lists  of  tax  collections  made  on  all  taxable  real  and  personal  property, 
showing  name  of  person  assessed,  description  of  property,  tax  spread, 
date  and  amount  of  payment,  and  nr.'ne  of  payee;  includes  record  of  dog 
tax  collections,  and  abstract  of  footings.  Real  estate  arr.  by  sec, 
twp. ,  and  range  nos.;  personal  rroperty  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  ovmer. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   75  -  350  p.  18  x  16  x  1  - 

16  X  11  X  25.  201  v.,  1857-93,  jurors'  west  rra. .  2nd  fl.;  81  v.,  1894-99. 
east  wash'  rm..  Ir-t  f  1 . ;  95  v.,  1900-1905,  jurors'  north  rm.  .  2nd  fl.;  129  v. 
1907-16,  west  wash  rm.,  1st  fl.;  273  v.,  1917 — ,  co.  clk.'s  vest  vlt..  1st 
fl. 

45.  BACK  TAX  RECORD,  1879-1929.   :■  v.  (l,  1,  2).   Missing:  1885-1925. 
Lists  of  back  ta.ves  on  lands  and  town  lots,  showing  legal  description  of 
property,  name  of  ovmer,  amo\ants  of  judgment,  tax,  and  interest  due,  and 
date  of  tax  levy.  Arr.  by  date  of  tax  lev;/-.  ITo  index.  Hdv.'.  on  pr.  fm. 
700  p.  18  X  21  X  3^.  V.  1,  1879-84,  jurors'  north  rm. ,  2nd  f 1 . ;  v.  1,  2, 
1926-29,  CO.  clk.'s  west  wash  rm. ,  Ist  fl. 
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46.  DELIiJqiEiJT  TAX  LISTS,  1885-1919.   386  v.  (Barren,  Benton, 
Browning,  Cave,  Denning,  Eastern,  Swing,  Fraiilcfort,  Goode, 
Northom,  Six  Mile,  and  Tyrone  to\vnships,  1885-1917,  32  v. 
each;  Franklin  County  as  a  whole,  1918-19,  v.  1,  2). 
Kissing:  1910. 

List  of  delinquent  taxes  on  real  and  personal  property,  shov/ing  nane  of 
person  as<50ssed,  description  of  property,  anount  assessed,  and  total 
anounts  due  and  paid.  Heal  estate  arr.  by  qgc,  typ.,  and  range  nos.; 
personal  property  arr.  alph.  by  ncxie  of  ovrner.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fn. 
25  p.  17  X  14  X  1/2.  384"  V.  not  numbered,  1835-1917,  jurors'  west  rm. , 
2nd'fl.;  v.  1,  2,  1918-19,  troas.'s  large  vlt.,  Ist  fl..  Mercantile  Bank 
Bldg. 

47.  ABATELIEiW  EECORD,  1909-14.  1  v.   1880-1908,  1915—  in  Tax  Judg- 
ment, Sale,  Redemption  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  48. 

List  of  tax  abatements,  showing  date,  name  of  owner,  legal  description  of 
property,  value,  equalized  value  as  fixed  loy   state  board,  road  ajid  school 
district  numbers,  tax  spread,  total  tax  abatements,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by 
date  of  abatement.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2. 
West  wash  rn.,  Ist  fl. 

Jud;'^r.ent,  Sale,  Redemption, 

Forfeitr.re 

48.  TAX  JUDG-IffiHT,  SALS,  RZDElvIPTION  AHD  FORFEITITRS  RECORD,  1830—. 

75  V.  (15  not  labeled,  1,  2,  1880-1924;  1,  2,  1923-24;  3  sets  1-4, 
1-5,  1-4,  1-5,  1-6,  1924-31;  5,  1930-32;  4,  5.  1-5,  1-5,  A1-A7, 
1-4,  1932—). 
Record  of  tax  judgments,  sales,  redemptions,  sind  forfeitures,  shov/ing 
names  of  ovmer,  redeemer,  or  purchaser,  legal  description  and  value  of 
property,  amo\mts  of  taxes,  costs,  and  penalties  due,  dates  of  judgment, 
sale,  aiid  redemption  or  deed,  and  certification  by  county  clerk.  Also 
contains  Abatement  Record,  18S0-1908,  1915 — ,  entry  47.  Tax  Judgment 
Record,  entry  49,  and  Tax  Sale  and  Redemption  Record,  entry  53,  lormerlj' 
kept  separately.   Arr.  by  date  of  judgment  ajad  alph.  by  n.^jne  of  i^arty 
against  whom  judgment  is  entered.  Ho  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  260  -  350  p. 
14  X  18  X  2  1/2  -  18  X  13  x  3.   1  v. ,  1880-84,  attic;  74  v.,  1885—,  co. 
clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

49.  TAX  JUDGl.IENT  RECORD,  1850-79.   3  v.  (A,  1  not  lettered,  B) . 
Title  varies:  Judgments  Against  Lands  for  Taxes,  v.  A,  1  not 
lettered,  1850-64.  1880—  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption  and 
Forfeiture  Record,  entry  48. 

Copies  of  real  estate  tax  judgments,  showing  name  and  address  of  ovmer, 
legal  description  of  property,  valuation,  tax  spread,  total  taxes  pjid  costs 
due,  and  amo-jint  of  pajrment.  Also  contains  Affidavits  for  Tax  Deeds 
(Record),  1857-72,  entry  55.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   150  -  350  p.  17  1/2  x  11  x  1  -  18  x  13  x  3.  Attic. 
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50,  TAX  SALE  CERTIFICATE  OF  PURCIL'iSS,  1908—,  16  f.b.  (21-349  not 
consecutive),  1883-1907  in  County  Court  Papers,  Iliscellaneous 
(Coiaity  Clerk's  Filo),  entry  94, 

Tax  sale  certificates  of  purchase,  shov/ing  niun-ber  of  certificate,  names 
of  owner  and  purchr-ser,  legal  description  of  property,  total  amount  of 
taxes  due,  dates  of  sale  and  filin,';,  and  signatures  of  ov/ner,  county 
collector,  and  county  clerk.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index,  Kdw,  on  pr,  fm, 
4  l/2  X  4  l/2  X  10  -  11  X  5  X  21,  12  f.b.,  1908-19,  co.  clk.'s  west  vlt,, 
1st  fl,;  4  f.b,,  1920—,  CO.  ci::,'s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

51,  SVE,C1AL  TPX   SALE  (Notices),  1934—,  1  f,b,  (359), 
Notices  to  county  collector  for  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  state  for 
delinquent  taxes,  shovdng  name  of  ov;ner,  legal  description  of  property, 
amounts  of  taxes  and  costs,  and  dates  of  forfeiture  and  notice,  Arr,  by 
date  of  notice.  No  index.  Hdv;,  on  pr,  fm,  11  x  5  x  21.  Co.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

52,  TAX  SALE  CERTIFICATE  OF  PUF.Ca'^SE  (Record),  1883-1914.  1  v. 
Copies  of  tax  sale  certificates  of  purchase,  showing  names  of  o%vner  and 
purchaser,  amounts  of  assessment,  costs,  and  interest  due,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  land,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date 
of  sale.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  purchaser,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.  450  p, 

18  X  13  X  2.  Co,  clk.'s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

53,  T/uX  SALE  AJID  PUDZIuPTION  RECORD,  1845-79,   7  v,  (A,  1845-66.  1, 
1854-57;  1  not  labeled,  B,  1  not  lebeled,  1859-79}  2  not  labeled, 
1872-79),  Titl.?  varies:  Redemption,  1  v,  not  labeled,  1859-63; 
Forfeiture  Record,  2  v,  not  la'-.eled,  1872-79j  Tax  Salo,  1  v.  not 
labeled,  1864-78.  1880 —  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption  and 
Forfeiture  Record,  entry  48, 

Record  of  tax  sales,  redemptions,  and  forfeitures,  showing  dates  of  forfei- 
ture, and  sale  or  rodomption,  nvmber  of  acres  offered  and  sold,  le~al  de- 
scription of  property,  names  of  ovmer,  redeemer  or  purchaser,  amounts  of 
taxes  and  costs  due,  amount  of  pajTtient,  and  remarks.  Also  contains 
Affidavits  for  Tax  Deeds  (Record),  1853-66,  entry  55.  Arr.  by  date  of 
transaction.  No  index,  1845-66,  hdw,;  1854-79,  hdw.  on  pr,  fm, 
100  -  300  p,  13  X  8  1/2  X  1/2  -  18  X  12  X  1  l/2,  V,  A,  1845-66,  1, 
1854-57,  1  not  labeled,  1859-63,  co,  clk.'s  east  vlt,,  1st  f 1 . j  2  v.  not 
labeled,  1872-79,  co.  clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl;  v,  B,  1  not  labeled, 
i864-7£,  attic. 

54,  AFFIDAVITS  FOR  TAX  DEEDS,  1868—,  6  f,b.  (34,  178,  192,  317, 
318,  330),  1841-67  in  County  Court  Papers,  Miscellaneous 
(Coxmty  Clerk's  File),  entry  94, 

Affidavits  for  tax  deeds,  showing  date  of  sale,  name  of  purchaser,  con- 
sideration, legal  description  and  location  of  property,  and  signatures  rf 
ovmer  and  county  clerk,  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  No  inde::,  Ildv/,  on  pr,  fm, 
4  1/2  X  4  1/2  x"  10  -  11  X  5  X  21,  F.b,  34,  1858-87,  co.  clk,»s  off,,  1st 
fl,;  f.b.  178,  192,  1888-1917,  co,  clk.'s  west  vlt,,  1st  fl,;  f,b,  317, 
318,  330,  1918—,  CO.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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55.  AFFIDAVITS  FOR  TAX  DEEDS  (Reccrd),  187J5  — .   10  v.  (A,  B,  1873-91; 
C,  1834-91}  D,  1889-1919;  D,  1892-1930;  B,  1913-21,-  E-G,  1921  —  ; 
G,  1930-55).  1853-66  in  Tax  Sale  and  Redemption  Record,  entry  53; 
1867-72  in  Tax  Judgment  Record,  entry  49. 

Copies  of  affidavits  for  tax  deeds  and  sale  notices,  showinfr  date  and 
place  of  sale,  name  of  purchaser,  legal  description  of  property,  total  tax, 
interest,  and  costs,  and  signatures  of  treasurer  and  county  clerk.  Arr. 
by  date  of  sale.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  affiant.  Hdw,,  and  hdw,  on  pr. 
fm.   600  p.  18  X  15  X  3.   Co,  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  f 1 . 

56.  ORDERS  TO  COUNTY  COLLECTOR  (Register  of  Redemntions ),  1880-82. 

1  V. 

Register  of  real  estate  redemptions,  showing;  names  of  ovjner  and  redeemer, 
legal  description  of  property,  date  and  amount  of  redemption,  and  acknov/l- 
edgment,  Arr,  by  date  of  redemption.  No  index,  Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs . 
100  p.  G  X  11  1/2  X  1/2.   Jurors'  north  rm.,  2nd  f 1 . 

57.  T.'JC  RECEIPTS  (Real  and  Personal  Property),  1929—.  8  f,b. 
Duplicate  tax  receipts  for  taxes  paid  on  forfeited  property,  showing  num- 
ber, amount,  and  date  of  receipt,  name  of  taxpayer,  tax  years,  location 
and  description  of  property,  amounts  of  tax,  interest,  advertising  costs, 
and  other  fees,  total  tax,  date  of  paymxnt,  and  si<^-nature  of  county  clerk. 
Arr,  by  date  of  payment.  No  index,  Hdv;,  on  pr,  fm,   9x5  l/2  x  2  l/2. 
Co,  clk.'s  cast  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

58.  PURCHASERS'  ACCOirT,  1391-1902,   1  v. 

Lists  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  showing  names  of  ownor  and  purchaser,  legal 
description  and  location  of  property,  amounts  of  taxes  and  costs,  date  and 
amount  of  salt,  and  date  of  certificate  of  purchase,  Arr.  by  date  of  sale. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  purchaser.  Hdv/,  under  pr.  hdgs,   375  p, 
14  X  9  1/2  X  1  1/2.   Jurors 'north  rm.,  2nd  fl. 

Maps  and  Plats  (Sec  also  entries 
■?4T7iTr'l26-132,  297) 

59.  PLAT  RECORD  (of  School  Plats),  1370—,   4  v,  (3  not  lettered,  B). 
Kissing:  1875-80, 

Record  of  toivn.ship  school  plats  used  for  taxation  purposes,  shov;ing  date, 
and  boundaries  and  locations  of  school  districts  and  school  property,  Arr, 
by  date  of  plat.   Indexed  alp}i,  by  name  of  t^-vp,  ^Idw.  and  hancl-dravm  on  pr. 
fm.   239  p.  18  x  13  X  1  l/2.   1  v.  not  lettered,  1870-74,  attic;  2  v.  not 
lettered,  1881-1929,  west  \vash  rm,,  1st  fl.;  v,  L,    1930--,  co,  clk,'s 
east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Vital  Statistics 

Birt}^s  {'3cc   also 
ontrics  jo,    2  9) 

60.  im^  TO  3IKT!i3,    1877—.      4  v.    (1-4). 

Indox  to  Birtli  Reports,    entry  62,   and  Register  of  Births    (Record),    entry 
63,    showing  certificcto  nuir.ber,   nair-e,    sex,   r.nd  dc,to  and  pl:.co  of  birth  of 
child,  names  of  parents,   r;nd  book  and  page  of  ijntry.     Arr.   alph.    by  sur- 
nanic   of  child.      1877-1915,   hdw.    under  pr.    lidgs.;    1916 — ,    typed  under  pr. 
hdgs.      400  -   600  p.    18  x   13  x  2  -   13  x   12  x  3.      Co.    elk. 's   cast  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

61.  BIRTE  CEI^.TIFIGj^TES  A?!D  DEAT:    CERTIFICATES,    1878-1915. 
9   f.b.    (1,    2,    71,    142,    145,    173,    162,    133,    203). 

Eirth  certificates   shov/ing  date,    and  nunber  of  certificate,   nanc  and  sex 
of  child,    number   of  children  born  to   mother,    names   of   physician  or  midwife, 
and  naiae,   residence,    color,   age,    birthplace,   and  occupation  of  parents; 
death  certificates   showing  date  and  number   of   certificate,    name,    aj\e,    sex, 
color,  raarital  status,    occupation,   and  address   of  deceased,   and  iian:es  of 
physician,    parents,   undertaker,   and  cemetery.      Birth  Reports,   entry  62, 
and  Death  and  Stillbirth  Reports,   entry  64,    subsequently  kept  separately 
in  bound  form.     Arr.    by  certificate  no.      No  index.      Hdw.    on  pr.    fm. 
4   1/2x4   1/2  X   10.      Co.    elk. 's  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

62.  BIRra  REPORTS,    1916—.      21  v.    (1-3,    18  not  numbered), 
1878-1915  kept  in  unbound  form  in  Birth  Certificates  and  Death 
Certificates,    entry  61. 

Certificates   of  birth,    showing  date   of  birth,    r-ame,    sex,   and  birthplace   of 
child;   nativity,   a^je,   birthpl:iGe,    residence,   and  occupation  of  parents  and 
nuj^ber  of  stillbirths  and   living   children:   tj'pe  of  treatraeits  given  child; 
certiricair;   of  attcrdir^g   n/ysician,    Gi,^na'curj   of  registrar,    and   dato   of 
filing.     Arr.    alph.    by  nana   of  child.      For   index,    see  e.ntry  60.      Hdw.    on 
pr.    fm.      1000  p.    3x9x4-      Co.    elk. 's   east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

53.   RSGIST.ER  OF  BIRTHS  (Record),  1377-1915.   3  v.  (1-3). 
Birth  record  showing  name,  sex,  date  of  birth  and  birthplace  of  child;  name, 
ag-e,  color,  nativity,  birthplace,  residence,  and  occupation  of  parents; 
names  and  addresses  of  medical  attendant  and  registrar,  and  dato  of 
return.  Arr.  by  date  of  return.   For  index,  see  entry  60.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   320  p.  18  X  13  X  2  l/2.   Co.  elk. 's  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Deaths  and  Stillbirths  (See  also 
entriesTT,  20,  93,  269 ) 

64.  DEATH  AND  STILI.BIRTH  REPORTS,  1913  —  .   22  v.  (16D-23D,  14  not 
numbered).   1878-1915  kept  in  unbound  form  in  Birth  Certificates 
and  Death  Certificates,  entry  31. 

Certificates  of  death,  including  coroner's  death  certificates,  showing 
nr.me,  address,  and  occupation  of  deceased,  date  and  place  of  birth,  date 
and  cause  of  death,  place  of  burial,  name  of  undertaker,  signature  of 
physicians,  and  date  of  filing;  certificates  of  stillbirths,  shov/ing  dates 
of  birth,  issue,  and  return  of  certificate,  names  of  parents,  medical  at- 
tendant or  accoucheur,  undertaker,  and  registrar,  places  of  birth  and 
burial,  residence  of  mother,  period  of  utcrogestation,  sex,  color,  cause 
of  stillbirth,  and  nativity  of  parents.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased. 
No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   1000  p.  8  x  9  x  4.   Co.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

65.  DEATi^.  REGISTER  (Record),  1877-1913.   2  v.  (1,  1877-1912;  2,  1910- 
lo).   Title  varies:  Certificates  of  Death  Records,  v.  1,  1877-1912 

Copies  of  death  certificates,  showing  name,  sex,  color,  age,  occupation, 
marital  status,  and  nativity  of  deceased,  place  and  date  of  burial,  date 
of  return,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death,  and  nanes  and  addresses  of 
undertaker  and  physician  returning  certificate.  Also  contains  Coroner's 
Certificate  of  Death  Record,  1877-1909,  entry  68.   1877-1909,  arr.  by 
date  of  return  of  certificate;  1910-16,  arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  deceased. 
For  index,  see  entry  66.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   400  p.  13  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s 
east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

66.  IIIDEX  TO  DEATHS,  1877-1915.   1  v. 

Index  to  Death  Register  (Record),  entry  35,  shov^ing  name  of  deceased,  and 
book  and  pace  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   300  p.  18  X  12  X  1  l/2.   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

67.  RECORD  OF  STILLBIRTHS,  1878-1915.   1  v. 

Record  of  stillbirths,  showing  place,  date,  and  cause  of  stillbirth,  name, 
color,  and  nativity  of  parents,  residence  of  mother,  sex  of  child,  signa- 
tures and  residences  of  medical  attendant,  registrar,  and  undertaker,  and 
date  and  place  of  burial.   Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  parents.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   285  p.  18  x  13  x  1  l/2.  ^Test  wash  rm.,  1st  fl. 
For  subsequent  stillbirth  reports,  see  entry  64, 

68.  COROI'TER'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  DEATH  RECORD,  1910-16.   1  v.  1877- 
1909  in  Death  Register  (Record),  entry  65. 

Copies  of  coroner's  death  certificates,  showing  date,  name,  residence,  and 
description  of  decedent,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death,  and  names  of 
informant  and  undertaker.   Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  deceased.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  12  x  1  l/2.  Yfest  wash  rm., 
1st  fl. 

For  subsequent  coroner's  death  certificates,  sec  entry  64. 
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69.  CSMETSRY  RECORD  -  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS,  1933--.   1  v.  (1). 
Record  of  burials  of  deceased  soldiers,  sailors,  maa'ines,  and  nurses, 
showing  name  of  decedent,  date  and  place  of  burial,  nattufe  of  military 
service,  number  of  company,  vol^onteer  or  regular,  and  lot  and  block 
number  in  cemetery.   Arr,  by  date  of  burial.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
deceased.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   296  p.  18  x  13  x  1  l/2.   Co.  clk.'s 
east  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

Marriages 

70.  (KARRIAG3  AFFIDAVITS),    1937—.      1  f.b. 

Notices  of  applications   for  marriage  licenses,    and  physician's  pnd  bac- 
teriologist' s  certificates,    shoving  date,    names  and  addx'esscs  of  bride 
sxii.  groom,    and  signatures  of  bride,    groom,    and  county  clerk.      Arr*   by 
d-ate  of  application.      No   index.     Hdv/»    rmd   typed  on  pr,   fm,      12  x  l2  x  3. 
Co.    elk.' s  off.,    1st  fl. 

71.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MARRIAGE  LICEIISS,    1880--.      47  v,    (B,    C,    B,    C, 
1  not  labeled,    E-G,    2  not  labeled,    1-37). 

Copies  of  marriage  license  applications,    showing  niuiber  of  license,    date 
of  application,    names,    ages,    race,    and  residence  of  bride  and  groom, 
names  and  residences  of  parents,    and  signatiires  of    applicants   ?ind  county 
clerk.      Arr.    by  date  of  application.      No  index.     Hdw.    on  pr,    fn.      450  p» 
16  X  12  X  2.      V.    B,    C,    3,    C,   1  not  labeled,    E-G,    2  not  labeled,    1-3, 
1880-1908,    attic;    v.    4-25,    1909-29,    west  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl.;   v.    25-35, 
1930-36,    CO.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl.;   v.    37,    1937—,    co.    clk.'s  off,, 
1st  fl. 

72.  MARRIAGE  LICENSE,    1850—.      48  f.b.    (22-334  not  consecutive). 
1841-49   in  Co-onty   Court  Papers,    Kiscellaneous  (County  Clerk's 
File,    entry  94. 

Original  morriage  licenses  showing  names  and  addresses  of  bride   and 
groom,   personal  and  occiipationrl  p?Tticulrjs,    name  of  officiating  party, 
end  dates  of  marriage   ntnd  return  of  certificate,      Arr.   by  d'>.te  of  return 
of  certific-^te.      No   index.     Hdw.    on  pr.    fm.      4  l/2  x  4  l/2  x  10  - 

11  X  5  X  21.     41   f.b.,    1850-1923,    co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st   fl.;    7  f.b., 
1924~,    CO.    clk.'s  Q-ist  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

73.  INDEX  TO  MARRIAGES,    HALE  AND  FEivL\LE,    1877—.      4  v.    (l,    2,    mrle; 
1,    2,    female). 

Index  to  karrirge  Records   (Register),    entry  74,    and  Marriage  Register 
(Record),    entry  75,    showing  n?>ines  of  mjrle   ?jid  female,    and  book  rnd  page 
of  entry.      Arr.    slph.   by  n?jncs  of  male  ?nd  fem-^Ie.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs. 
400  p.    18  X  13  X  2.      Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

74.  MARRIAGE  RECORDS  (Register),    1836—.      21  v.    (4  not  lettered,    B-R). 
Title  varies:   Record  Marriage  License  Adult,    4  v.    not  lettered, 
1836-72, 

Register  of  marriages,    shovring  dates  of  application   and  marriage,    name, 
age,    and  residence  of  bride  and  groom,   names  of  parents  and  party  offi- 
ciating at  ceremony,    and  date  of  registration.      Arr.   by  date  of  regis- 
tration.     Indexed  alph.   by  n?ao  of  male;    for  sep.    index,    1877 — ,    see 
entry  73.      1836-54,    hdw.;    1866—,    hdw.   \inder  rir".   hdgs.     135  -  600  p. 

12  X  8  X  1  -  18  X  13  X  3.      Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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75.      KAERIAGE   REGISTER    (Rscord),    1877-1927.      G  v.    (1-5). 
Copies    of  narriape   certificates   showing  name,   age,    residcnco,   and   relation- 
ship  of  bride   and   p.room,   names,    as;es,   and  residences    of  parents,    place   and 
date   of  marria£-e,    signatures    of  person   officiating,  and  witnesses,   and  date 
of  return.      Arr.   by  date   cf  return.      For   index,    see   entry   73,      1877-1907, 
hdv;.;    1908-27,   hdw.    on  pr.    fn.      600  p.    18   x   13  x  3.      Cc.   clk.'s   east  vlt., 
1st   fl. 


Licenses  and  Recisters 
Register  of  Officers 

76.   REGISTER  OF  COtTISSIOi'S,  1857--.   3  v.  (1-3). 
Rerister  of  county  and  township  officers,  showinf;  names  of  tov/nship, 
official,  and  sureties,  amount  of  bond,  qualifications,  and  date  of  elec- 
tion or  comjnission.  Arr.  by  date  of  election  or  commission.  Ko  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs .   160  p.  13  :<;  11  x  2,   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Professional  Licenses 
and  Re(!;ist9rs 


77.  RECORD  OF  PHYSICL'U"S '  CERTIFICATES,  1877--.   3  v.  (1-3). 
Last  entry  1937. 

Copies  of  certificates  issued  to  physicians,  includinc  veterinarians' 
certificates,  1905--,  showing  certificate  number,  name,  colleg'e  attended, 
and  date  of  graduation,  sirnaturos  of  members  of  state  board  of  health, 
director  of  registration  and  education,  and  county  clerk,  and  date  of 
filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Inde"ed  alph.  by  name  of  physician, 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   292  p.  18  x  12  x  1  l/2.   Co",  clk.'s  east  vlt".,  1st  fl. 
For  prior  veterinarian  certificates,  see  entry  82[iii]. 

78.  PHYSIC  lArS'  Aro  ACCOUC?IETJRS '  REGISTER,  1877  —  .   1  v. 
Register  of  certificates  of  physicians,  accoucheurs,  chiropodists,  and 
osteopaths,  showing  name,  address,  age  and  nativity  of  practitioner,  date 
of  registration,  number  of  certificate,  school  of  practico,  number  of 
years  of  practice,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index, 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   100  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

79.  DEFTAL  REGISTER,    1890--.      1  v. 

Register  of  dentists'  certificates,  inc].uding  architi^cts'  licenses,  1907 — , 
showing  license  number,  name,  address,  and  nationalitjr  of  dentist,  class 
of  certificate,  school  attended,  years  of  practice,  and  date  of  registra- 
tion.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  dentist.  ¥o   index,  ^dw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
100  p.  18  X  12  X  1.   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

For  prior  records  of  architects'  licenses,  sec  entry  82 [ij. 

80.  OPTOLIETRY  REGISTER,  1916-20.   1  v.   Subsequently  kept  by  the 
State  Department  of  Registration  and  Education. 

Copies  of  optometry  certificates  issued,  showing  name  and  address  of 
optometrist,  number,  date,  arid  classification  of  certificate,  and  date 
of  registration.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  optometrist.  Nc  index.  PId".v. 
on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  12  x  2,  Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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81.  HESI3TER  07  NURSES'    CERTIFICATES,    1916-19.      1  v.      Subsequently 
kept  by   the  Ste.te  Dep^irtment  of  Registration   and  Education. 

Register  of  ccrtificr.tes   issued  to  registered  nurses,    showing  nane   and 
qualification  of  nurse,   number  of  certificate,    end  dates  of  issue  and 
filing.     Arr.   by  drte  of  filing.      Indexed  slph.   by  nrjne  of   applicant. 
Typed.     296  p.   18  x  12  x  1.      Co,    clk.'s  or.stvlt.,    Ist  fl. 

Miscellaneous  Certific'^te8 

82.  (MISCELLAJ^US  CERTIFICATES),    1903-12.      1  V. 
Copies  of  niscell?jieou3  certifice.tcs,    including: 

i.     Architects'    licenses,   1905-5,    showing  n^jno  and  address  of  nr- 

chitcct,  provisions  for  pr?.cticG  of  profession  of  architecture 
p.s  issued  .ind  attested  by   the  st-^.tc  board  of  ex^jniners,    signa- 
tures of  president,    secrctpj-y,    pjid  tre<^.surcr  of  bopTd,    d-?.to  of 
filing  for  record,    rnd   signrture  of  county  clerk, 
li.      Stallion  certificates,    1909-12,    including  ronewnls,    1911-12, 

showing  n-^jne  of  owner,    d-.te  pjid  number  of  certificate,    descrip- 
tion of  sire,   ye«x  fonlcd,    v^horc  brod,    certification,    <ind  sig- 
nature of  str.tc  bo^Jd  of   -^icultxire. 
iii,      Veterinaxi'>ns'    certif ic.tos,    1903-4,    showing  nrjne   rjid  address  of 
veterinexi'^n,   period  of  practice,   nfjnes  of  school   ond  chedrman 
of  school  from  which  graduated,    signatures  of  ex^^mining  board 
and  witnesses,    •'nd  dato  of  filing. 

No  obvious   ?jrr.     No  index,     Hdw,    200  p.   14  x  8  x  1  l/2.      West  wp.sh  rm, , 

1st  fl. 

Pp.tents 

83.  PATZl^T  RECORD,    1869-71.      1   v. 

Copies  of  applications  for  patents,    showing  name  of  applicant,    type  of 
invention,    amount  of  entry  fee,   names  of  secretary  of  interior  and  con>- 
missioner  of  patents,    affidavit  of  patentee,    end  date  of  filing,      Arr.   by 
date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by  n?jne  of  applicant.     Kdw.   on  pr,    fm. 
420  p.   18  X  13  X  2,      Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Militia  Roll   (See  also 
entry  119) 

84.  KILITIA  ROLL  RECORD,    1851-52.      1  v. 

Register  of  persons  enrolled  for   service   in  militia,    showing  name  pnd  age 
of  soldier,    and  number  rnd  date  of  enrollment.      Arr,   by  enrollment  no.      No 
index.     Hdv.     125  p.   12  x  8  x  1.      Attic. 

Es  trays 

85.  ESTRAY  RECORD,    1855—.      3  v.    (1  not  lettered,    B,    1855--;    1  not 
lettered,    1879-90),      Last  entry  1921. 

Copies  of  cstr?y  notices,    showing  date,   by  vhom  fo\ind,    description  and 
appraised  v»lue  of  anim-j,    by  whom  taken  up,    costs,    signature  of  justice 
of  peace,    -^nd  d-^to  of  filing.      The  volume  for  years  1879-90  is    a  collec- 
tion of  estray  notices  clipped  from  newsp.-users   -nd  pasted  in  volume.     Arr, 
by  date  of  filing.      No   index,     Hdw,      100  p,   8  x  12  x  1.      Attic. 
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Elections; 
Bonds  of  Officers 


Dog  Licenses  (See  also 
entries  8,  94[viii]) 

86.   DOG  LICErSS  PECORD,  1918-25.   1  v. 
Register  of  don  license  tags  issued  to  owners  not  listed  by  to^in   assessor, 
shov^'ing  date,  tap:  number,  quantity,  date  of  delivery  to  assessor,  names 
and  addresses  of  assessor  and  ovmer,  and  amount  of  fees.   Arr.  by  date  of 
issue.  ]''0  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs .   79  p.  10  l/S  x  16  x  1.   Co,  clk.'s 


vrest  vlt.,  1st  f 1 . 


Elections 
(See  also  entries  2,  99[vi,  ::v]) 

87.   POLL  BOOKS  ill.T)  TALLY  SHiiETS,  1936—.   175  v. 
Election  poll  books  showing  name,  address,  and  party  affiliation  of  voter; 
tally  sheets  showing  names  of  candidates,  party,  and  office,  number  of 
votes  cast  for  each  candidate,  and  date  of  election;  and  abstract  of  votes 
cast  at  primary  and  general  tlections,  showing  names  of  office,  candidate, 
tovmship,  tovm  or  village,  precinct  number,  number  of  votes  received  by 
each  candidate,  total  votes  cast,  and  datus  of  election  and  filing.  No 
obvious  arr.  Ko  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   30  p.  14  x  8  x  l/2 .   Co. 
clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Bonds  of  Officers 
(See  also  entries  94[ii],  99[iv],  116,  117,  307) 

88.  BOFD  RECORD,  1873  —  .   2  v.  (A,  B),   1838-72  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  entry  2, 

Copies  of  official  bonds  of  justices,  constables,  and  police  raag-istratcs , 
showing  name  of  principal,  amount,  date,  and  obligation  of  bond,  names  of 
sureties,  officers,  and  witnesses,  oath  of  officer,  and  aclato^vledgmcnt. 
Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
500  p.  18  X  13  X  2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

89.  GEIffiRAL  BOFD  RECORD,  1919—.   1  v.  (l).   1039-1918  in  Super- 
visors' Record,  entry  2. 

Copies  of  bonds  of  city  comniiss loners,  mayor,  and  deputy  county  collector, 
showing  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  names  of  officer,  office, 
and  sureties,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  principal,  Hdv;.  on  pr.  fr^..   300  p.  18  x  12  x  1  l/2 .   Co.  clk.'s 
east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

90.  ASSESSORS'  BONDS,  1899—.   1  v.  (l). 

Copies  of  township  assessors'  bonds,  showing  names  of  assessor,  township, 
and  sureties,  amount  and  conditions  of  bond,  and  dates  of  approval  and 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  assessor.  Edw, 
on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  12  r.    1  l/2 .  Co.  clk.'s  ec.st   vlt.,  1st  f  1 . 
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Receipts,    Expenditures; 
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91.      SU?ZHVI30:iS'    BONDS,    1914--.      1  v.    (l).     1838-1913  in  Supervisors' 
Record,    entry  2. 
Copies  of  supervisors'    bonds,    shoving  naraes  of  supervisor  gmd  sureties, 
date,    amount,    and  obligations  of  bond,    date   and  place  of  election,    and 
date  of  filing.      Arr.   by  date  of  filing  of  bond.      Indexed  alph.   by  name 
of  supervisor.      Hdw.    on  pr.   fm.      280  p.    18  x  12  x  1  l/2.      Co.   clk.'s 
east  vlt,,    1st  fl. 


Pees,   Receipts  and  Expenditures 

92.  R3CZIPTS  AlID  ZXPEInDI rURZS ,    1894—.      4  v.    (3,    1394-1908;    3,    1904- 
20;    1  V.    not  numbered,    1,    1921—).     Missing:   1925-29.      Title 
varies:    General   Accounts,    v.    3,   1894-1908;    Day  Book,   1  v.   not 
numbered,    1921-24, 

Record  of  receipts  and  expenditures,    inclxiding  a  re.-;ister  of  all  office 
and  witness  fees  received  and  disbursed,    showing  date,    amoimt,    and  pur- 
pose of  receipt  or  expenditure,   name  of  recipient  or  payer,    total  amount 
of  receipts   and  expcndi t'ores,    aiid  balance  available.      Arr.    by  date  of 
receipt  or  expenditure.     No   index,      1894-1920,    1950 — ,    hdw.   under  pr, 
hdgs.;    1921-24,    hdw.      240  -  400  p.   16  :c  7  l/2  x  1  l/2  -  17  x  15  x  2. 
V.    3,    1894-1908,    v.    5,    1904-20,    west  wash  rcu ,    1st   fl.;    1  v.   not  num- 
bered,  V,   1,    1921-24,    1930 — ,    co.    cl>.'a   east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

93.  ACCOUi-'T  BOOK  BIRTHS  AND  DZATnS,    1901-16.      2  v.    (1,    l). 
County  clerk's  record  of  pa;j'ments  to  registrars  of  births   and  deaths, 
showing  name  end  nddress  of  registrar,   dr.tc  of  report,   number  of  births, 
deaths,    ?nd   stillbirths  reported,    amount  p?id  registrar,    end  date  of 
certificr-tion,     Arr.   by  d'=.te  of  report.     No  index.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm. 

330  p.   16  X  11  X  2.      V.    1,    1901-3,*  west  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl.;    v*.    1,    1904-16, 
CO.    cl::,'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


Miscellaneous  Records 

94.      CCIWTY  COURT  PAPERS,   KI3CELLAK2CU3  (County   Clerk's  File),   1841--, 
43  c?Tton3, 
Miscellmeous  papers  kept  by   the  county  clerk,    including: 

i.     Applications  for  blind  relief,   1905~,    showing  date  and  number 
of  replication,    n^jne,    nddress,   narit.^1   st''.tus,    income,    rnd 
p^e  of  j^-olicrnt,    and   sworn   st:;teraent  of  exriinincr  of   tho 
blind, 
ii.      Bonds  of  county  officirls,    1841-71,    1903-25,    including  covmty 
clerk,    circuit  clerk,    county  treasurer,    sheriff,    state's  at- 
torney,   county  judge,    superintendent  of  schools,    superintendent 
of  highways,   ra'^.stcr  in  chcmcory,    ?nd  coroner,    shov;ing  d-ite, 
rjnount,    f\nd  obligr.tions   of  bond,    t'nd  names  of  princippl  ^nd 
sioreties. 
Hi.      Inheritance   tax  p-'pera,    1916--,    including;  entries  of  .^pper'jances, 
orders   assessing  t"jc,    notices  of  -appr?.isGments,   petition  to  deter- 
mine tax,    county  clerk's  ccrtificr.te  of  transmitting  copy  of  coun- 
ty court  orders,    inform^.tion  for  contributing  to  dependency  of 
children,    and  inherit?;-ice  t-^x  returns. 
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Misce llaneous 

Records 


iv.   Instruments  left  with  recorder  and  not  called  for,  1847 — , 
including  land  grants,  deeds,  chattel  and  real  estate 
mortgages,  and  certificates  of  purchase  and  sale. 
V.  Petitions  to  incorporate  villages,  1903-15,  showing  date, 

names  and  addresses  of  petitioners,  reasons  for  incorpor- 
ation, and  legal  description  of  land. 
vi.   Plats  of  school  districts,  1841-70,  showing  boundaries 
and  legal  description  of  property, 
vii.   Reports  of  county  officials,  1841-71,  1903-26,  showing 

date,  name  of  official,  amount  and  purpose  of  receipts 
and  disbursements,  recapitulation  of  accounts,  recom- 
mendations for  appropriation  of  next  fiscal  year,  bal- 
ance available  in  each  fund,  and  certificate  of  official, 
viii.   Sheep  claims  against  county, • 1903-26,  showing  name  of 

claimant,  date,  number,  and  amount  of  claim,  number  and 
value  of  sheep  killed,  and  date  of  payment  from  dog 
license  fund. 
Also  contains  Supervisors'  Papers,  1903-26,  entry  1;  Frr.nklin  County 
Claims,  1892-1923,  entry  4;  Paid  County  Orders  (and  Jury  Certificates), 
1869-1900,  entry  13;  County  Clerk's  Audited  Reports,  1843-1930,  entry 
34;  Certificates  of  Taxes  Levied,  1890-1918,  entry  36;  Tax  Sale  Certifi- 
cate of  Purchase,  1883-1907,  entry  50;  Affidavits  for  Tax  Deeds,  1841-67, 
entry  54;  Marriage  License,  1841-49,  entry  72;  Insane  Papers,  1859-92, 
entry  139;  (Declarations  of  Intentions),  1841-1906,  entry  169;  and  Tax 
Schedules  of  Railroads,  1890-1917,  entry  268.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Nature  of  recording  varies.   12  x  12  x  18.  West  wash  rm.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  95,  p.  132) 


III.  RECORDER 


Tlie  recoi'der  of  Fr-^clin  County   -'.t  the  time  of  Its  org,?nizr.tion  was 
appointod  by  the   territorial   Governor.^     When  Illinois  bec'sne  ?.  str.te 
this  officer  wn.s    -appointed  by   the  Crovernor  with  the   advice  ".nd  consent 
of  the   Senate. 2     His  bond,    set   at  $1,500,    was   to  be  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State. "^     In  1829   the  amount  of  his  bard  was  reduced  to  $500.* 
The  office  becane  elective  in  1835  with  a  four-year   term  and  the  bond  was 
subject  to    the  approval  of   the  county  commissioners'    court. ^     A  two-yeai" 
term  beccims  effective  in  1847,^     With  the  adoption  of   the   second  consti- 
tution the  office  of  recorder  was   abolished,    the  duties  of  that  office 
being  delegated  to   the  circuit  court  clerk  in  an  ex-  officio  capacity.? 
The  proGcnt  constitution  rccsti-.blishod  .th-.  office  of  recorder  in  counties 
having  a  population  of   sixty   thousand  or  more  but  continued  the  provision 
of   the  prior  constitution  for  other  counties.^     As   the  population  of 
Franklin  County  never  reached  the  minimum  fixed  by  the  constitution^   the 
circuit  court  clerk   in   this  county  has  retained  his   ex  officio  duties  as 
recorder.      The  amouiit  of  the  recorder's  bond  was   set  at  $5,000  in  1872 
and  was  to  be  epproved  by  the  co^onty  judge. •'•^     This  amount  was  raised  in 
1874  to  $10,000  "for  counties  having  the  population  of  Fr-'jiklin.      A 
copy  of  the  bond  is  entered  upon   the  records  of  the  county  court, ■'■^ 

Assistrnts  and  deputies  arc   appointed  by  the  recorder   in   a  number 
as  determined  bji   rule  of  the  circuit  court   ^d  as  entered  upon  tho  court 
record. ^2     The  compensation  of  the   assistants  rnd  deputies   is  set  by  the 
county  borjd.13     Written  oaths  of  denutios  pjo  filed  with  the  Secretary 
of  State. 1^ 

In  accordoncc  with  the  duty  of  the  recorder   to  record  at  length 
all  written  instruments,    the  following  records   rro  required  to  be  kept: 


1.  Nathaniel  Pope,    cd.,    L.^.ws  of  the  Territory  of   Illinois,    I,    33. 

2.  L.   1819,  p.    19. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  R.L.   1829,   p.   117. 

5.  L,   1935,   p.    156. 

6.  L.   1845,   p.    23.      Sffcctive  in  1847. 

7.  Const,    of  1848,    Art.   V,    sec,    19;    L,    1849,   p.    64. 

8.  Const,    of  1870,    Art.    X,    sec.   8;   R.3.   1874, 'p.    833. 

9.  According   to   tho  1940  census   tho  population  of  ?r--nklin  County  is 
53,137. 

10.  L.    1871-72,   p.    645. 

11.  R.S.    1874,   p.    833. 

12.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  R.S.  1874,  p.  833. 

13.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

14.  R.S.  1874,  p.  833. 
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1   An  entry  book  in  ^vhich  data  relating  to  date  and 
order  of  receipt  of  instruments  to  be  recorded  or 
filed,  and  the  names  of  parties  and  location  of 
property,  with  a  brief  description  of  the  premises, 
are  entered.  Each  of  such  instruments  is  numbered 
by  the  recorder  v;ith  the  corresponding  number  of 
the  entry.   The  entry  book  serves  as  a  table  of 
contents,  with  descriptive  memoranda,  for  all  in- 
struments recorded  at  length  or  filed  in  the  re- 
corder's office. 

2.  ',Tell-bound  books  for  recording  at  length  any  in- 
strument in  writing  entitled  to  be  recorded,  m  the 
order  of  time  of  its  reception.   Separate  books  are 
allowed  to  be  kept  for  the  recording  of  different 
classes  of  instruments  and  two  distinct  series  of 
document  numbers  may  be  used  in  recording  documents 
received  for  recordation.   One  series  preceded  by 
the  letter  "E"  is  for  the  recordation  of  bills  of 
sales  of  personal  property,  chattel  mortgages,  re- 
leases, extensions,  and  assignments  thereof.   Tag 
other  series  of  document  numbers  is  for  all  other 
instruments  received  for  recordation. 

3.  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes.   In  tlie  grantor  index 
arelistcd  the  names  of  the  grantor  in  alphabetical^ 
order  and  the  names  of  the  grantees.   The  prantcc  in- 
dex shows  the  names  of  the  grantees  in  alphabetical 
order  and  the  names  of  the  grantors.  Each  index  also 
shows  the  date  of  the  instrument,  time  of  receipt, 
kind  of  instrument,  consideration,  book  and  page  of 
recordation,  or  the  number  under  which  it  is  filed 
and  a  brief  description  of  the  premises. 

4.  Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  which  are  entered 
in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  each  grantor  and 
grantee  and  page  on  which  the  instrument  is  recorded. 
This  series  indexes  instruments  such  as  povrcrs  of  at- 
torney, chattel  mortgages,  and  those  recorded  by  cor- 
porations. 

5.  An  index  to  recorded  maps  and  plats,  based  on  location 
of  property,  sometimes  arranged  by  section,  township, 

and  range . 

6.  An  abstract  bock,  in  effect  indexinc  records  by  show- 
ing for  each  tract  every  conveyance  or  incumbrance 
recorded,  its  execution  and  filing  date,  and  the  book 
and  page  of  its  recordation.   Series  optional  with 
county  board. 
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7,   A  separate  book  to  record  certificates  of  honorable 
discharge  from  military,  aviation,  and  naval  service.^ 

The  recorder,  in  recording  at  length  any  instrument  in  writing,  is 
permitted  to  make  a  handwritten  or  typewritten  transcription,  a  photo- 
graphic or  photostatic  reproduction,  or  use  n  combination  of  these 
methods, 2  in  addition  to  the  instruments  received  for  recordation,  the 
recorder  is  required,  upon  receipt,  to  file  any  mortgage,  trust  deed,  or 
conveyance  of  porsonrJ.  property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortg.^.ge  or  lien 
upon  such  property  which  is  endorsed  I'ith  the  words,  "This  instrument  to 
be  filed,  but  not  recorded."  The  recorder  m-rks  such  instruments  "filed" 
and  enters  upon  each  the  time  of  their  receipt  ^nd  files  them  in  his  of- 
fice.3 


Entry  Books 

95.  ENTRY  BOOKS,    1835--.      25  v.    (A-^-Y). 

Register  of  vll  instr\iments  recorded,    showing  date  of  filing,   number, 
type,    ?nd  dr.te  of  instru^nent,    consideration,    leg-I  descriptio:i  of 
property,    recorder'  s  fees,    and  d'-te   and  n-'jiie  of  person  receiving  instr\>- 
ment.      Arr.    by  dr.te  of  filing.  No   index.     Hdw.   uiader  pr»  hdgs,     640  p, 
18   X  13  X  3.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

96.  EITTRIES  OF  COITVEYAITCES,    LANDS,   187^74.      1   v. 

Register   of  Irnd  conveyances,    showing  nrmes  of  gr.?jitor   "nd  gr-'ntoo,    type 
of  instrument,    description  of  lr<nd,    rjid  date  of  conveyance,     Arr,    olph. 
by  name  of  twp.     No   index.      Hdw,   under  pr,   hdgs.      476  p.   18  x  13  -c  2, 
Co.    clk.'s   east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


1.  L.    1819,   p.    8,20,21;    R.L.    1829,    p.   115,117;    L.    1847,   p»   59;    L,    1853 
p.    394;    L.    1867,    p.    148;    L.    1869,   n,    2;    L,    1871-72,   p*.    645,645; 

L.    1873,   p.    144;    R.S.    1874,    p.    834^46;    L.   1917,   p.   652;    L.    1925, 
p,    521;    L.    1933-34,    Third   Sp.    Scss.  ,   p.    214, 

2.  L.   1933-34,    Third  Sp.    Sess.*,   p.    214, 

3.  L.    1925,   p.    521;    L.    1929,   p.    59^-94, 
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Recorded 


Instruments  Recorded 


General 


97.  INDEX  TO  DEEDS  GRANTOR  -  GRANTEE,  1835—.   62  v.  (A-G,  grantor; 
A-G,  grantee;  H-Z,  1-21,  grantor  -  grantee;  k  v.  not  lateled, 
grantor;  U  v.  not  labeled,  grantee). 

Index  to  Deed  Record,  entry  98;  Quitclaim  Deed  Records,  entry  102;  Warranty 
Deeds,  entry  103;  Tax  Deed  Record,  entry  lOU;  Master's  Deed  Record,  entry 
105;  Cemetery  Deed  Record,  entry  106;  Miscellaineous  Deed  Record,  entry 
107;  Mortgage  Record  (Real  Estate),  entry  108;  Release  Records,  entry  111; 
and  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry  II3,  showing  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee,  or  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  tj/pc  and  date  of  instrument,  consider- 
ation, legal  description  of  property,  date  of  filing,  and  hook  and  page 
of  entry,  Arr.  alph.  hy  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  or  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   6OO  p.  18  x  I3  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

98.  DEED  RECORD,  1835—.  157  v.  (l  not  lahcled,  IS35-U3;  B-U, 
W-Z,  I-I97  not  consecutive,  1835 — ). 

Copies  of  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  consideration, 
legal  description  of  property,  numher  and  date  of  instrument,  acknowl- 
edgment, and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation.   Volume  B,  1835-'+'^>  i^ 
a  transcription  of  the  \inlaheled  volume  from  1835-^3*   Also  contains 
Quitclaim  Deed  Records,  I835-6U,  entry  102;  Warranty  Deeds,  1835- 70, 
I87U-S2,  I9I8— ,  entry  103;  Tax  Deed  Record,  1835-72.  entry  lOU;  Master's 
Deed  Record,  1869-75,  entry  105;  Cemetery  Deed  Record,  I835-I93O,  entry 
106;  Miscellaneous  Deed  Record,  18;^5-1900,  1911 — ,  entry  107;  Mortgage 
Record  (Real  Estate),  I835-6I,  entry  108;  Release  Records,  18^5-69, 
entry  111;  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  IS35-62,  entry  113;  an^^  Siirveyor's  Record 
1835-S^,  entry  128.  Arr.  hy  date  of  recordation.   For  index,  see  entry  97. 
IS35-6U,  hdw.;  1865-1929,  hdw.  on  pr,  fm.;  I93O— ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.   Cir,  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

99.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD,  ISjh — ,   25  v.  (A-Y), 

Copies  of  miscellaneous  instruments  not  conforming  to  printed  forms,  in- 
cluding: 

i.   Affidavits,  1888 — ,  including  affidavits  of  heirships,  showing 

name  and  age  of  affiant,  names  of  notary  and  recorder,  acknov/ledg- 
ment,  location  and  description  of  property,  f>xid   da.tes  of  filing 
and  recording. 
ii.   Articles  of  agreement,  187*^ — ,  showing  date,  names  of  contracting 
parties,  acknowledgment,  and  da.tes  of  filing  and  recording, 
iii.   Articles  of  incorporation,  187^^ — .  showing  name  and  address  of 
firm,  najnes  of  stockholders,  date,  place,  and  purpose  of  organ- 
ization, and  amount  of  capital  stock  with  certificate  of  increase, 
and  date  of  filing, 
iv.   Bonds  of  officials,  1875-"'.  showing  dalje,  amo\ant ,  and  ohligations 
of  Dond,  names  of  officials  and  siireties,  and  acknowledgment. 
v.   Bills  of  sale,  sheriff's,  1878-«,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
purchaser,  and  sheriff,  date,  terms,  and  amount  of  sale,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  acknowledgment, 
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vi.  Certificates  of  election,  1875 — ,  including  officers  of  churches, 
societies,  and  orders, 
vii.  Certificates  of  __pa;/Tnent  of  judgments,  liens,  and  alinony,  1900 — , 
shovdng  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  nur?ber,  date,  ajnount, 
and  nature  of  case,  and  names  of  recipient  and  recorder, 
viii.  Certificates  of  redemption,  master's,  1875-76,  showing  names  of 

plaintiff,  defendant,  and  redeemer,  consideration,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  and  date  of  filing. 
ix.  Chattel  mortgage  extensions,  1875 — ,  shovdng  number,  dates  and 

terms  of  extension,  nar.es  of  iriortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description 
of  property,  consideration,  and  acknowledgment, 
X,  Deeds,  master's,  1883-1919,  shovdng  term  date,  names  of  judge, 
plaintiff,  and  defendant,  dates  of  decree,  purchase,  and  deed, 
logal  description  of  property,  and  date  of  filing. 
xi.   Letters  of  administration,  foreign,  1878--,  shovdng  name  of  de- 
ceased, date  of  death,  name  and  list  of  powersof  administrator, 
dates  of  acknowledgment,  filing,  and  recording,  and  si,f^naturc  of 
clerk, 
xii.   Liens  on  property,  personal,  1895 — ,  shovdng  date,  number,  amount, 
and  terms  of  instrument,  names  of  parties,  acknovrledgment,  and 
dates  of  filing  and  recording, 
xiii.   Powers  of  attorney,  1875 — ,  shovdnj^  names  of  assignor  and  assignee, 
povrer  given,  acknov;ledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording, 
xiv.  Report  of  sale,  master's,  1883-1919,  shovdng  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  redeemer,  consideration,  legal  description  of 
property,  and  date  cf  redemction. 
XV,  Villiage  organization,  Benton,  1875—,  including  minutes  of  meet- 
ings of  to'/m  trustees,  shomng  date,  nar^es  of  board  members  pre- 
sent, motion  to  submit  to  voters  the  question  of  organizing 
village  of  Benton,  date  and  place  set  for  election,  names  of  elec- 
tion judges  and  clerks,  number  of  ballots  cast  for  and  against 
reorganization,  signature  of  clerk  of  board,  and  acknov/ledgment, 
xvi.  Yi'ills,  foreign,  of  nonresidents  of  Franklin  County,  1875 — ,  show- 
ing provisions  of  mil,  names  cf  testators,  vdtnesscs,  attorneys, 
and  heirs,  and  date  of  recording. 
Also  contains  Assignment  Record,  1894 — ,  entry  112;  Ydll  Record,  1923 — , 
entry  118;  Record  of  Appointment  of  Trustees,  1875-1921,  entry  121;  and 
Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Record,  1936-37,  entry  122,  Arr,  by  date  of  instrur.ent. 
Indexed  alph,  by  title  of  instrument;  for  sep,  index,  1875 — ,  see  entrj' 
100;  for  sep.  index  to  corporation  records,  1920 — ,  see  entry  101.   1875- 
1912,  hdvv. ;  1913—,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Cir,  elk. 's  east  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

100.   MISCELLaiEOUS  INDEX,  1875—.   4  v.  (1-4). 
Index  to  Miscellaneous  Record,  entry  99,  shovdng  names  of  parties,  number 
and  type  of  instrum.ent,  and  book  and  page  of  entry,  Arr,  alph,  by  title 
of  instrument.  Hdvi,  on  pr,  fn,      500  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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101.  CORPORATION  RECORD  (Index),  1920--.   1  v.  (l). 

Index  to  articles  of  incorporation  as  recorded  in  Miscellaneous  Record, 
entry  99.  showing  name  of  corporation,  list  of  stockholders,  certifi- 
cates of  increase  of  capital  stock,  date  of  organization,  book  and 
page  of  entry,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  alph.  "by  name  of  corporation. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  20U  p.  18  x  I3  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  east  vit.,  1st  fl. 

Deeds  (See  also 

entries  9^[iv],  99[x],  115[vi]) 

102.  QUITCLAIM  DEED  RECORDS,  IS65— .   21  v.  (2.  k,    12,  20.  25,  3I,  -^7, 

U3,  52."6U;.7g,  82.  88,  99.  139,  15^.  165.  175.  185,  190,  196). 

1835-6U  in  Deed  Record,  entry  98. 
Copies  of  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  ant?  grantee,  legal 
description  of  property,  consideration,  instrument  nuraber,  acknowledgment, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation.  Arr,  by  date  of  recordation.  For 
index,  see  entry  97.  1865-193°,  hdw.  on  vr.   fm.;  1937 — 1  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  18  X  13  x  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

103.  I7ARRA1ITY  DEEDS,  1871-73,  188^-1917.   ^8  v.  (V,  lU,  35,  "^6,  38,  U0-U2, 
UU,  1+5,  U7-50,  5V56,  59-63.  66,  68,  79.  83-S5.  90,  95.  97.  102- 
106,  200).  I835-76,  I87U-82,  1918™  in  Deed  Record,  entry  98. 

Copies  of  warranty  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  a.nd  gra,ntee,  considera- 
tion, legal  description  of  property,  number  and  date  of  instriment,  notar- 
ital  acknowledgment,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
For  index,  see  entry  97.  Hdw.,  and  hd'".  on  pr,  fm.   6OO  p.  18  x  I3  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

lOU.   TAX  DEED  RECORD,  IS7V-.   U  v.  (5,  I7,  121.  182).   1835-72  in 
Deed  Record,  entry  98. 
Copies  of  tax  deeds,  showing  names  of  county  clerk  and  purchaser,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  dates  of  sale,  deed,  filing,  ajid  recordation, 
Arr.  by  d.ate  of  recordation.  For  index,  see  entry  97.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm, 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

105,  MASTER'S  DEED  RECORD,  I876— .  k   v.  (A-D).   1869-75  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  98. 

Copies  of  master's  deed^s,  showing  names  of  complainant,  defendant,  grantee, 
and  master  in  chancery,  dates  of  decree  and  sale,  purchase  price,  legal 
description  of  property,  number  and  date  of  instrument,  acknowledgment, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation.  Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.  For 
index,  see  entry  97.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  6OO  p.  18  x  I3  x  3.  Cir.  clk.'s 
east  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

106.  CENETERY  DEED  RECORD,  1931—.   1  v.  (I8O).   1835-19:^0  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  98. 

Copies  of  deeds  to  cemetery  lots,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
location  of  lot,  consideration,  number  and  date  of  instrument,  acknowledgment 
and  da.tes  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.  For  index, 
see  entry  97,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  6OO  p.  18  x  I3  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st  fl. 
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107.  MI SCELLAiv'EOUS  DEED  RECORD,  1901-10.   3  v.  (39,  45,  65).   1835- 
1900,  1911 —  in  Deed  Record,  entry  98. 

Copies  of  various  miscellaneous  deeds  not  conforming  to  printing  forms, 
show-ing  date,  number,  and  type  of  instrument,  najnes  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  of  property,  consideration,  and  date  of  recordation. 
Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.  For  index,  see  entry  97,  Hdw.  600  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Mortgages  -  RegJ  Estate  (See 
also  entry  94[iv]) 

108.  MORTGAGE  RECORD  (Real  Estate),  1«62— .   93  v.  (A-Z,  1-67). 
1835-61  in  Deed  Record,  entry  98, 

Copies  of  mortgages,  including  msirginal  releases  and  assignments,  showing 
names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  consideration,  leged  description  of 
property,  amoimt  of  mortgage,  dates  of  instrument  sjid  recordation,  and 
notarial  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.  For  index,  1862-73, 
see  entry  97;  for  index,  1874—,  see  entry  109;  for  index  to  marginal  re- 
leases and  assignments,  1905—,  see  entry  110.   1863-1902,  hdw.;  1903-18, 
hdw,  on  pr.  fm.;  1919 — ,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2.  Cir.  clk.'s 
east  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

109.  GEiTERAL  lilDEX  MORTGAGOR  -  MORTGAGEE,  1874 — .   24  v.  (C-L,  2 
not  lettered,  1874 — ,  mortgagor;  C-L,  2  not  lettered,  1374 — , 
Mortgagee) . 

Index  to  Mortgage  Record  (Real  Estate),  entry  108,  showiiig  najr.es  of  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee,  number  and  date  of  instinment,  legal  description  of 
property,  book  said  page  of  entry,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.   620  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

110.  lAARGINAL  RELEASE  AITO  ASSIGiJIffiNT  INDEX,  1905—.   2  v.  (1,  2). 
Index  to  marginal  releases  and  assignments  in  Mortgage  Record  (Real  Estate) , 
entry  108,  shovving  names  of  mortgagor  and  assignor,  date  and  by  whom  re- 
leased or  assigiied,  legal  description  of  property,  consideration,  book  and 
page  of  entry,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor  or  as- 
signor. Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.   27^  p.  13  x  8  x  1.  Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

111.  RELEASE  RECORDS,  1870 — .   33  v.  (A-Z,  1-7).   1835-69  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  98. 

Copies  of  mortgage  releases,  shovdng  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
book  and  page  of  entry,  and  dates  of  instrument  and  releases,  and  notarial 
acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  release.  For  index,  see  entry  97. 
1870-1935,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1936—,  typed.   638  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir. 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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112.  ASSIG1«'MT  RECOI©,  1881-?3.   2  v.  (A,  B).   1894—  in  lliscellanoous 
Record,  entry  99, 

Copies  of  real  and  personal  property  assignments,  showing  names  of  assi,r,nee, 
assignor,  sureties,  and  circuit  clerk,  date,  amount,  and  obli,p;ations  of 
bond,  itemized  inventory  of  real  and  personal  property,  total  value  of 
estate,  and  bond  and  oath  of  assignee.  Arr,  by  date  of  assignment.  Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  assignor,  Hdw.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Jurors'  north  rm. , 
2nd  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Chattel  (See  also 
entries  94[ iv] ,  99[ ix] ,  1G9) 

113.  CMTTEL  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1863--,   99  v.  (A-Z,  1-73),   1835-62  in 
Deed  Record,  entry  98, 

Copies  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  inortgagee, 
description  of  property,  consideration,  dates  of  mortgage,  filing, 
recordation,  and  acknowledgment;  also  contains  record  of  liens  on  gets 
subsequent  to  1881,  Arr,  by  date  of  recordation.   For  index,  1863-84, 
see  entry  97 j  for  index,  1885—,  see  entry  114,   1863-1900,  hdw.,  and 
hdv/  .  on  pr,  f m,  j  1901—,  byped,  and  typed  on  pr,  fm.  600  p,  18  x  13  x  3. 
V.  A-Z,  1-19,  1863-1922,  jurors'  north  rm..,  2nd  fl,j  v,  20-73,  1923—, 
cir.  elk, 's  east  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

114,  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  IMEX,  1885  —  ,   11  v,  (l-ll). 

Index  to  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry  113,  showing  naj.ies  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  date  of  instruir.ent,  description  of  property,  consideration,  and 
book  and  page  of  entrj'.  Arr,  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
Hdw.  under  r.r.  ]idr>-s.  620  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  V.  1-5,  1G85-1920,  jurors'  north 
rm, ,  2nd  fl,;  v.  6-11,  1921--,  cir,  clk,'s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Certificates  of  Levy  (See  also 
entries  94[iv77  S9[v,viii,xiv] ) 

115,  LEVY,  Sale,  AL'D  REDEIw-TIOK  RECORD,  I860—.   4  v.  (B-E). 
Copies  of  levy,  sale,  and  redemption  certificates,  including; 

i.   Certificates  of  levy,  sheriff ' s,  1860 — ,  showing  names 

plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sheriff,  date  of  court  order 
of  sale,  legal  description  of  property,  and  dates  of 
levy  and  filing, 
ii.   Certificates  of  redemption,  master's,  1877  — ,  showing  naires 

of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  redeemer,  consideration,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  date  of  redemption, 
iii.   Certificates  of  redemption,  sheriff's  1861 — ,  showing  nam.es 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  sheriff,  and  redeemer,  and  dates 
of  certificate  and  filing, 
iv.  Certificates  of  sale,  master' s,  1861— ,  shovdng  names  of 

plaintiff,  defendant,  master,  and  purchaser,  date  of  sale, 
purchase  price,  legal  description  of  property,  signature 
of  master,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of  filing, 

v.  Certificates  of  sale,  sheriff ' s, 1860 — ,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  sheriff,  legal  description  of  property, 
and  dates  of  sale  and  filing. 
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vi.      Deeds,    master   in  chancery,    1920 — ,    showing  term  date,    names 
ot   judge,  plaintiff,    and  defendant,    dates  of  decree,   pur- 
chase,   and  deed,    legal  descrliation  of  property,    and  date 
of  filing. 
vii.     Report  of  s?le,    master's,    1920 — ,    showing  dates  of   term  and 
sale,    names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,    legal  description 
of  property,    signature  of  master,    acknowledgment,    and 
date  of  filing. 

Arr,   by  date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by  naiies  of  plaintiff  and  defendant. 

Hdw.   on  pr.    fm.      580  p.   18  x  12  x  2.      Cir.    clic.'s  south  vlt.,   1st  fl. 

Sends  of  Officers  (See  also 
entries   2,    94LiiJ,   99Liv],    307) 

116.  CCLL3CTCRS'    30:TD  RZCOR::.    1872-1918.      2  v.    (A,    3). 

Copies  of  town  collectors'   bonds,    showing  names  of  collector  sjid  sureties, 
date,    amount,    end  obligations  of  bond,   oath  of  collector,    affidavit  of 
sureties,    and  date  of  recordation.      Arr.   by  date  of  recordation.      Indexed 
alph,   by  nsme  of  collector.     Hdw.    on  pr.    fm,     550  p,   18  x  15  x  2  l/2. 
Cir.    cl:c,'  s  off.,    1st  fl. 

117.  T0-rflI3HIP   TREASURERS'    3QND,    1890-1918.      1   v. 

Copies  of  township  school    treasurers'    bonds,    showing  names  of  treasurer, 
township,    school   trustees,    and  sureties,    dn.te,    amount,    end  obligations  of 
bond.    Dud.  dates  of  9pproval,    filing,    .°nd  record.?.tion.      Arr,   by  date  of 
record-rtion.      Indexed  ?.lph.  by  mne  of   treas,     Hdw.    on  pr,    fm,      294  p. 
13  X  10  X  1.      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Other  Instruments 

118.  ;VILL  RECORD,    1835-1922.      1  v.      192&—  in  Miscellaneous  Record, 
entry  99. 

Copies  of  wills,    showing  names  of   testator,   heirs,    and  vdtnesses,    stipula- 
tions,   date  and  proof  of  will,    and  date  of  recordation.      Arr,    oy  date  of 
recordation.      Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  testator.     Kdw.      580  p.   18  x  15  x  3. 
Cir,    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

119.  SOLDIERS'    DISCHARGE  (Record),    1855—.     4  v.    (A,   3,    1,    2), 
Copies  of  soldiers'    discharges,    showing  name,    ranlc,    birthplace,    and  age 
of  soldier,    reason,    d?te,    and  place  of  discharge,    service  record,    date 
and  place  of  enlistment,   name  of  commending  officer,    and  date  of  recorda- 
tion.    Arr.   by  date  of  recordation.      Indexed  alph,   by  name  of  soldier. 
1865-1919,   hdw.    on  pr.    fm.;   1920 — ,    hdw.    and  tjfped  on  pr.    fm.      600  p. 

18   X  13  X  2  1/2.      Cir.    clk.'s   east  vlt.,    1st  fl". 

lao.     REGISTER  0?  FARM  NAI-iSS,    1916—.     1  v.    (l).      Last  entr^-  1922. 
Register  of  names  of  farms,    showing  na-.ie   ?nd  legal  description  of  farm, 
nfune  of  ovner,    and  date  of  registr-tion.      Arr.   by  date  of  registration. 
Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  farm.      Hdw,   under  pr,   hdgs.      330  p. 
18  X  13  X  2.      Cir,   clk,'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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121.  RECORD  OF  APPOIWnffiNT  OF  TRUSTEES,  1922—.   1  v.  (B).   1S75-1921 
in  Miscellaneous  Record,  entry  9<^. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  election  of  trustees  pnd   other  officers  of 
lodges,  showing  names  of  officers  and  office  to  which  elected,  date  of 
election,  length  of  term  of  office,  names  of  scretary  of  organization  and 
recorder,  acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  recordation  aJid  filing.   Arr.  "by 
date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alph.  ty  name  of  organization.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   300  p.  18  X  13  X  1^.   Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

122.  OIL  AND  GAS  LEASE  RECORD,  193S--.   1  v.  (a).   1936-37  in  Mis- 
cellaneous Record,  entry  99- 

Copies  of  land  leases  for  oil  and  gas  rights,  showing  names  of  lessor  and 
lessee,  terms  and  date  of  lease,  date  of  expiration,  legal  description  of 
land,  consideration,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of  recordation.   Arr.  "by 
date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alnh.  by  name  of  lessor.  Typed,  and  typed  on 
pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  X  12  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

123.  REGISTER  OF  STALLION  CERTIFICATES  (Record),  1911-18.   1  v. 
Certificates  now  registered  ty  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Division 
of  Animal  Industry,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Recordation  of  stallion  licenses,  showing  name,  description,  certification 
of  gra,de  and  pedigree  of  stallion,  names  of  owner  and  veterinarian,  dates 
of  foaling,  license,  expiration  of  license,  and  filing,  and  signatures  of 
secretaries  of  Illinois  Department  of  Agriculture  and  stallion  registration 
board.   Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  I3  x  2.   Cir,  clk.'s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
For  other  stallion  certificates,  see  entry  82[ii]. 

I2I+.   RENEWAL  CERTIFICATE  OF  STALLION  RECORD,  I9II-I8.   1  v.   Certifi- 
cates now  registered  by  State  Board  of  AgricTolture ,  Division  of 
Animal  Industry,  Springfield,  Illinois. 
Copies  of  renewals  of  stallion  licenses  issued  by  Illinois  stallion 
registration  board,  shoving  license  number,  name  and  breed  of  horse,  names 
of  original  and  present  owner,  signatures  of  secretaries  of  Illinois 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  stallion  registration  board,  and  dates  of 
license,  filing,  and  recording.   Arr,  by  certificate  no.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  owner.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   320  p.  18  x  I3  x  1^.   Cir.  clk.'s  east 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

125.  REGISTER  OF  RAILROAD  BONDS,  I876-85.   1  v. 
Register  of  bonds  issued  by  local  railroads,  showing  date,  number,  and 
amount  of  bonds,  to  whom  issued,  interest  rate,  and  date  due.   Arr.  by  date 
of  bond.   No  index,   Hdw.   250  p.  I6  x  10^  x  1.  Jurors'  north  rm.,  2nd  fl. 
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Maps  pud  Plats 
(See   »lso  entries  59,   94Cvi],    297) 

126.  PLAT  RZCORD,    1880--.      5  v.    (A-E).     Last  entry  1932. 

Plats  of  cities,    towns,    villp^es,    nnd  additions,    showing  date,   name  -■^nd 
legal  description  of  city,    town,   village  or  addition,    location  and  names 
of  streets,    wid  lot  .?jid  block  numbers.     Draftsman,    county  surveyor.     Arr, 
by  date  of  plat.     Indexed  elph.  by  name  of  addition;    for  sep.   index, 
1880 — ,    see  entry  127.     Hand-drzwn.      1   in.    to  100  ft,      450  p. 
18  1/2  X  16  X  2.      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

127.  IND2X  TO  PLATS,    1880--,      1  v.    (l).     Last  entry  1932. 

Index  to  Plat  Record,    entry  125,    showing  names  of  village,    town,    city  or 
addition,    p.id  book  and  pr^e  of  entry.      Arr.    alph.   by  nsmes  of  village, 
town,    city,    or  addition.     Hdw,   under  pr.    hdgs.      300  p.   17  x  15  x  2  1/2. 
Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

128.  SURVEYOR'S  RECORD,   1885—.      2  v,    (A,    B).      1835-84  in  Deed  Record, 
entry  98, 

Stirveyor' s  records   and  plats  showing  date  of  survey,    section,    tov/nship, 
rjid  range  numbers,   names  of  owner   and  surveyor,   number  of  acres,    surveyor's 
markings,    and  date  of  recordation.     Published  in  Herrin,    Illinois.      Arr, 
by  date  of  recordation.      Indexed  alph.   by  nrjae  of  owner.      Hdw.      500  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.      Cir.    clk.'s   cast  vlt.",    1st  fl, 

129.  KIKE  PLATS,    1904--.      13  f.b. 

Plats  of   collieries,    showing  nrmes  of  owner  rnd  mine,    nnd  description  and 
location  of  workings,     Arr.   alph.   by  n^jne  of  mine.     1904-5,   no  index;    for 
index,    1906--,    see  entry  130.      Blueprint.      1   in.    to   200  ft.     18  x  18  x  20. 
Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,   1st  fl. 

130.  INDEX  TO  MI1T3  PLATS,    1905—.      1  v.    (l). 

Index  to  Mine  Plats,    entry  129,    showing  name  of  comprjay,    location  of  mine, 
file  number,    d-te  of  filing,    ->nd  by  whom  filed.      Arr.    alph.  by  nnmc  of 
company.     Hdw.  under  -or.    hdgs.      200  p.   18  x  13  x  1  l/2.      Cir,    clk.'s  east 
vlt.,   1st  fl. 

131.  ROAD  PLATS,    1922—.      2  v. 

Plats  of  proposed  state  rords,    showing  date,    location,    legal  description 
of  right  of  vay,    ?md  n:*me  of  owner.      Draftsman,    L.    Schwartz,    Chief  Engi- 
neer,  Highway  Department,    Carbond'^le,    Illinois,      Arr,   by  date  of  plat. 
No   index.     Hand-drawn  ?Jid  blueprint,     1   in,    to   22  ft.  -  1   in.    to  50  ft. 
150  p.   24  1/2  X  24  l/2  x  2  l/2.      Cir.    elk, ' s  east  vlt,,    1st  fl, 

132.  (G0YZRN1.:ZI;T  PLAT  BOOK),    1872.      1  v. 

Plats  of  government  surveys,    showing  numbers  of  tovmship  lino,    range, 
principiL  meridi?n,    and  exterior,    interior,    and  quarter  sections,    do- 
scribing  corners,    witness   trees,    diameter,    courses,    links  distant,    and 
field  notes.      Arr,   by   tivp,   no.      No   index.     Hpnd-drawn,      1   in,    to 
40  chains,      50  p,   18  x  15  x  1,      Cir.   clk.'s  east  vlt.,   1st  fl. 
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Receipts  and  Expenditures 

133.      (REGISTER  OF  RECORDER'S  RECEIPTS  A^  EXPEIIDITTJRES)  ,   1873—. 
In  Cash  Book  (Register),    entry  258. 
Register  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  recorder's  office,    showing  date, 
amount,    and  purpose  of  receipts  and  expenditures,    names  of  recipient  and 
payer,   entry  took  and  page  number,    total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  "balance.     Arr.   "by  date  of  receipt  or  expenditure.     Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs. 


(Next  entry  134,  p.  150) 


IV.   COUI'TY  COURT 


The  county  court  serves  as  the  judicial  branch  of  county  governnont. 
This  court  is  administered  by  the  county  judg^e  v;ho  is  elected  for  a  four- 
year  term  by  the  county  electorate.   Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  the  county  judfe  is  required  to  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath 
which  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of  State.   The  compensation  of  the 
Franklin  county  judt,e  was  originally  ::et   at  5/2,50  per  ciem  for  holding 
court,  which  was  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  county  treasury.^  Today,  the 
jud^e  in  this  county  receives  (.5,000  per  annum.   The  court  hears  and  de- 
termines matters  in  which  it  has  original  or  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
including  appeals  from  the  justices  of  the  peaco  and  police  magistrates. 

At  the  time  of  the  creation  of  Franklin  County  in  January,  1818,  the 
powers  of  the  judiciary  in  all  countiep  wore  vested  in  the  justices  of  the 
peace, ^  the  territorial  county  courts,"^  and  the  territorial  circuit  courts. ° 
From  1619  to  1849  the  judicial  powers  v/ere  administered  by  the  justices  of 
the  peace,   the  probate  judge,"  the  probate  justice  of  the  peace, ^  and  the 
circuit  court.    However,  in  1849  a  court  v;ith  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion coextensive  with  the  county  lines  was  established.    The  court  created 
was  the  county  court.  This  unit  of  county  government  was  established  with  a 
partial  reversion  to  the  dual  function,  administrative  and  judicial,  of  the 
local  judiciary  in  Illiiiois  under  the  Territorial  Laws  prior  to  1618,  The 
court  was  different  from  the  territorial  courts  in  that  its  composition 
varied  for  each  of  the  two  functions.  The  judicial  court  was  adiiiinistered 
by  the  county  judge,  who  was  elected  by  the  county  electorate  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor.  His  original  four-year  tenure  of  office  has  remained 
effective  to  the  present. •'•^  As  the  adininistrativo  body,  the  court  was  made 
up  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  the  peace. ■'■'^ 


1.  L.  1649,  p.  62,63, 

2.  L,  1936,  First  Sp.  Soss.,  p,  30, 

3.  L,  1881,  p,  70. 

4.  Theodore  C.  Pease,  ed,.  Laws  of  the  Northwest  Territory  1768-1600, 
Law  Series  I,  in  Illinois  KisTorical  Collections,  jCJll,    297, 

5.  Nathaniel  Pope,  od.,  Lavjs  of  the"  TcrrTt'oFy  of  Illinois,  II,  346,349, 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  333-43, 

7.  Const,  1816,  Art.  IV,  sec.  8j  L.  1619,  p,  192, 

8.  L.  1621,  p.  119. 

9.  L.  1836-37,  p,  176, 

10,  L.  1819,  p.  380, 

11,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  1,  16;  L,  1849,  p.  62, 

12.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17;  L.  1849,  p,  62,66;  R.S,  1874,  p.  339; 
L.  1933,  p,  451, 

13.  L.  1849,  p.  65, 
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Under  the  second  constitution  complete  separation  of  county  business 
powers  from  the  judicial  court  could  be  had  with  the  acceptance  by  the 
county  electorate  of  an  independent  administrative  body,  the  board  of 
supervisors,  estab]ishod  under  township  organization, •'■  This  plan  of  govern- 
ment v;as  not  selected  immediately,  and  Franklin  was  governed  by  the  dual 
countj'  court  until  1872  v.'hen  the  board  of  supervisors  became  successor  to 
the  county  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  county  affairs  and  business.  From 
that  date  on,  the  county  court  has  served  only  as  a  judicial  court  in  Frank- 
lin County, 

The  county  court  as  established  in  1849  was  vested  with  the  same  civil 
and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  the  justices  of  the  peace.  The  county  judge 
was  made  a  conservator  of  the  peace.  He  was  given  the  same  power  and  au- 
thority as  the  circuit  judge  in  preserving  or^er  in  the  court  and  punishing 
contempts  offered  the  court  while  in  session,''  Suits  for  the  sale  of  de- 
linquent lands  for  taxes-  of  1848,  and  prior  years,  could  be  brought  and  pre- 
sented in  either  the  circuit  or  county  court,  but  for  taxes  of  subsequent 
years,  the  county  court  was  given  exclusive  original  jurisdiction,*^  The 
court  also  exercised  jurisdiction  equal  with  that  of  the  circuit  court 
over  naturalization. 

In  addition  to  its  civil  and  criirinal  jurisdiction,  the  court  was  vest- 
ed v;ith  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  vi/hich  were  veet- 
ed.-prior  to  this  date  in  the  court  of  the  probate  justice.  The  court  was 
given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  hearing  and  determin- 
ing applications  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  deceased  persons  and  for  the 
payments  of  debts  of  the  estate, 5  in  Franklin  County  the*  county  judg*  has 
served  to  the  present  day  in  his  ex  officio  capacity  as  judge  of  the  pro*- 
bate  court, 6 

The  law  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  in  Franklin  County  is  con- 
current with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  that  class  of  cases  wherein  the 
justices  of  the  peace  hav«  jurisdiction  where  the  value  of  the  amount  in 
controversy  does  not  exceed  $2,000,   in  all.  cases  of  appeals  from  justices 


1,  Const,  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec,  6;  L,  1849,  p.  192,202-4;  L,  1851,  p,  58,50- 
52, 

2,  L,  1849,  p,  65, 

3,  Ibid,,  p,  126, 

4,  "2  U.S.Stat,  155, 

5,  L,  1849,  p,  65, 

6,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  see,  16,18;  L,  1849,  p,  65;  Const,  1870,  Art,  VI, 
sec.  18;  R.S,  1874,  p,  339,340;  L,  1933,  p,  449,458, 

7,  Under  the  laws  of  1872  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  the  jurisdic- 
tion was  in  cases  wherein  the  amount  involved  did  not  exceed  $500 

(L,  1871-72,  p,  325;  R.S,  1874,  p,  339,540),  Legislation  enacted  in  1933 
extended  the  jurisdiction  to  C'2»000  (L,  1933,  p,  452),  but  a  later  amend- 
ment of  the  same  session,  passed  June  21,  1933,  placed  the  jurisdiction 
in  cases  where  the  amount  involved  is  not  over  $1,000  (ibid,,  p,  449), 
In  1959  jurisdiction  was  again  extended  to  $2,000  (L,  1839,  p,  492), 
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of  the  peace  and  police  nn^gistrates,  and  in  all  criminal  offenses  and  nis- 
demeanors  where  the  punisiSBent  is  not  imprisonment  i»  the  penitentiary  »r 
death, 1  Ttie  county  court  ftleo  has  original  jurisdiction  in  matters  re- 
lating to  indigent  mothers, ^  and  jurisdiction  over  in«ane  persons  not 
oharged  with  crime ,^ 

The  ecxaity  and  circuit  courts  have  original  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
juvenile  offenders.  This  jurisdiction  is  over  matters  dealing  with  depen- 
dent, neglected,  and  delinquent  children.  The  authority  includes  provision 
for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption,  and  guardianship  of  suoh 
children,* 

In  1Q99,  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  court  of  a  juve- 
nile probation  officer  to  serve  without  compensation  from  the  public  treas- 
ury and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court, ^  In  1907  an  amnendment  to  this  act 
authorized  the  covu*t  to  allow  compensation  to  suoh  officer  in  a  sum  to  bcr 
set  by  the  county  board,  but  the  power  of  the  court  to  appoint  probation 
officers  to  serve  without  pay  was  in  no  way  abridged  by  this  legislation," 
An  amendment  of  1925  provided  that  if  more  than  one  probation  officer  were 
appolrvfced  one  was  to  be  designated  as  chief  probation  officer.  To  be 
eligible  for  the  position  of  ohief  probation  officer,  the  candidate  was  re- 
quired to  have  had  experience  in  social  welfare  work  equivalent  to  one  year 
spent  in  active  proctical  welfare  vjork,  l^nlraum  rates,  based  upon  popula- 
tion, were  established  for  the  compensation  of  these  officers,  t'tio   county 
board  to  fix  the  amount,  V^'here  a  county  had  only  one  probation  officer, 
the  salary  rates  wore  made  to  apply  to  that  individual.  The  court,  l\^w- 
evor,  retains  the  pov;er  to  appoint  probation  officers  to  sejrve  v;ithout  pay, 7 
For  Franklin  County,  and  others  with  a  population  of  moro  than  fifty  thou- 
sand and  not  exooeding  one  hundred  thousand,  the  rate  is  set  at  a  sum  not 
less  than  $150  a  month. ^ 

The  officer  under  consideration  makes  investigation  on  order  of  the 
oourt  and  takes  charge  of  the  child  before  and  after  trial.  He  is  re» 
quired  to  be  present  at  the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent 
the  interest  of  the  child.  This  officer  also  furnishes  information  and 
assistance  as  required  by  the  court, ^ 


1,  R,S,  1874,  p.  340,  L,  1877,  p,  77|  L.  1895,  p,  212,223|  L.  1933,  p, 
440-51, 

2,  L,  1913,  p.  127,  L.  1915,  p,  243,  L,  1921,  p.  162-64,  L,  1935,  p, 
256-59, 

3,  L,  1869,  p,  366,  R,S,  1874,  p,  685, 

4,  L,  1899,  p,  131-37,  L.  1901,  p,  141-44,  L.  1905,  p,  152-56,  L,  1907, 
p,  70-78, 

5,  L,  1899,  p,  133, 

6,  L,  1907,  p,  69,70, 

7,  L,  1925,  p,  187,188, 

8,  Ibid,,  p,  187, 

9,  L,  1899,  p,  133,  L.  1925,  p,  187,188, 
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Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  removal  of 
a  neglected  or  dependent  child  from  the  custody  of  its  parents  or  guard- 
ian, process  is  issued  for  apuearance.  The  stiininons  may  he  served  hy  the 
sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  officer,^ 

Any  time  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  and  pending  the  final 
disposition,  the  court  may  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  the  possession  of 
its  custodian,  or  in  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  prohation 
officer;  or  the  child  may  "be  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the  probation 
officer. 2  If  upon  hearing  the  case  the  court  finds  the  child  to  he  depen- 
dent or  neglected,  the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  association  or 
institution,  or  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  his  home  subject  to  the  visi- 
tation of  the  probation  officer,^  In  a  similar  fashion  the  probp.tion 
officer  for  adults,  an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court,  assists  the  county 
court  in  the  administration  of  justice  among  adult  violators. 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any  child  to  be  delinquent, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the 
probation  officer.  The  court  may  upon  its  discretion,  send  juvenile  of- 
fenders and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school  rather  than  to  the  county 
jail, 5 

Another  probation  officer,  an  apT)ointee  of  the  county  court,  assists 
the  court  in  mothers'  pension  cases.  The  state  and  coiTnty  ftmds  for  indigent 
mothers  and  their  children  are  administered  by  the  county  court,  its  appkointed 
probation  officers,  the  county  board  with  the  assistance  of  the  co\inty  clerk, 
the  county  treasvirer,  and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare^  The  county 
court,  however,  is  given  original  jurisdiction  in  these  matters." 

A  mother  whose  husband  is  dead  or  incapacitated,  or  who  is  abandoned 
by  her  hustand,  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund 
when  she  is  in  need.   Such  mother  may  file  an  application  with  the  county 
court  for  relief.  The  case  of  the  applicant  is  then  investigated  by 
the  probation  officer  iinder  the  direction  of  the  court. 7  a  report  and 
recommendation  of  the  approval  or  disapt)roval  of  such  application  is  then 
made  by  this  officer  of  the  court.  If  the  application  is  approved,  the 
probation  officer  or  other  laerson  may  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court 
a  written  petition  verified  by  affidavit  setting  forth  the  facts  giving 


1.  L,  1S99.  p.  132.133;  L,  1905,  p,  153.15^;  L.  1907.  P.  72.73. 

2.  Ibid..  V.   Ik. 

3.  L.  1923,  p.  ISO, 151. 
U.  L.  1917,  p.  280-82. 

5.  L.  1907,  P.  75. 

6.  L.  1913.  p.  I27-3O;  L.  1915.  p.  2U3-U5;  L.  1921,  p.  I62-6U;  L.  1935i 
p.  256-69. 

7.  L.  1913.  p.  I27-3O;  L.  1915.  p.  2UU;  L.  1935.  p.  256-59. 
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the  court  jurisdiction  smcl  other  facts,  upon  which  an  order  for  relief  is 
entered.  Upon  receipt  of  the  petition,  a  svunraons  is  issued  to  the  nother 
and  the  county  board  for  appearajice.  The  usual  procedure  is  for  the  board 
to  make  a  written  appearance.  Upon  the  hearing  in  court,  the  court  may 
make  an  order  upon  the  county  board  to  pay  monthly  such  money  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or  children  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  law.^ 

To  carry  out  this  procedure,  the  county  court  appoints  the  probation 
officer  v^o  serves  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated 
for  his  services  by  the  county  in  such  ai.V)unt  as  determined  by  the  county 
board.  As  noted  above,  this  officer  is  required  to  investigate  all  ap- 
plications for  relief  and  make  a  written  report  to  the  court.   In  addi- 
tion to  this  duty,  the  probation  officer  makes  quarterly  visits  ?Jid  super- 
vises, under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  families  to  which  such  as- 
sistance has  been  granted, 2 

The  county  board  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  to 
provide  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.  The  levy  is  made  not  in  excess 
of  two-fifths  of  one  mill  on  a  dollar  in  Franklin  County. 3  In  addition, 
the  General  Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  makes  appropriations  to  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare;  funds  then  in  turn,  arc  distributed 
to  the  several  counties  to  supplement  the  pension  fuiid.  To  become  en- 
titled to  the  state  appropriations,  the  coxinty  must  meet  the  standards  of 
administration  set  by  the  state  agency.  The  county  treasurer  certifies 
to  the  state  department  an  itemized  statement,  attested  by  the  county  clerk, 
of  the  money  paid  out  during  each  quarter  in  accordance  with  the  legisla- 
tive provisions  for  this  pension  and  also  certifies  ann\ially  the  total  as- 
sessed valuation  and  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  levy  for  the  mothers' 
pension  fund.^ 

Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested  variously  in  the 
county  board,  the  county  court,  and  the  court  clerk.  In  the  event  that 
any  city,  village,  or  incorporated  town  adopts  the  city  Election  Act  the 
co\inty  j\idge  appoints  a  board  of  three  election  commissioners  to  have 
charge  of  election  in  that  political  -unit.  Only  one  such  board  however, 
is  appointed  in  each  co\inty.  This  board  has  jurisdiction  over  elections 
in  all  cities,  villages,  and  incorporated  towns  which  may  swiopt  the  act. 5 


1.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1935,  p.  257-59. 

2.  L.  1913,  p.  129,130;  L.  1935,  p.  253. 

3.  L.  1919,  p.  780,781;  L.  1927,  p.  196,197;  L.  1928,  First  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  3,4;  L.  1933,  p.  194,195. 

4.  L.  1935,  p.  259. 

5.  L.  1885,  p.  147-49;  L.  1899,  p.  163-65;  L.  1917,  p.  445,446;  L.  1929, 
p.  339;  L.  1933,  p.  834;  L.  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  35. 
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Otherwise,  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  "board,  county  court,  and 
county  clerk.  The  county  court  has  original  jurisdiction  in  election 
contests  for  certain  county,  district,  and  township  offices. ^ 

Aiding  in  the  settlement  of  questions  arising  in  the  course  of  the 
election  procedure  is  the  county  officers  electoral  board.  This  body  con- 
sists of  the  county  judge  as  chairman,  the  county  clerk,  and  the  state's 
attorney. 2 

The  several  nomination  papers  for  county  offices  are  filed  with  the 
county  clerk  and  are  considered  valid  unless  objections  are  made  within 
five  days  after  the  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.  Objections  to  nom- 
inations are  made  to  the  county  officers  electoral  board  for  any  office 
of  the  county,  park  district,  or  other  division  coterminous  with  or  less 
than  the  county  and  other  than  a  city,  village,  incorporated  town,  or 
township. 3  The  objector's  petition  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk  who 
presents  the  same,  together  with  the  nomination  papers  or  certificate, 
before  the  electoral  board. ^  The  petition  contains  the  objector's  name 
and  residence,  the  nature  of  the  objection,  the  interest  of  the  objector, 
and  the  relief  sought  of  the  board. 5  A  notice  of  the  hearing  is  sent  to 
the  candidate.  Upon  hearing  the  objections,  the  board  renders  a  final 
decision  by  majority  vote.  In  the  event  the  candidate  whose  nomination 
is  protested  is  a  member  of  the  electoral  board,  the  circuit  judge  is  re- 
quired to  fill  his  place," 


Jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  court  to  hear  and  determine  all 
questions  relative  to  taxes  on  gifts,  legacies  and  inheritance.'  The  act 
granting  this  jurisdiction  is  generally  known  as  the  "Inheritance  Tax  Law." 
Originally,  the  state's  attorney  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  this  law,°  however,  since  1913  these  duties  have  been 
performed  by  the  Attorney  General. 9  Under  that  law  the  county  ju'^ge  and 
the  county  clerk  are  each  required  every  three  months  to  make  a  statement 
in  writing  to  the  county  treasurer  of  the  property  from  which,  or  the  person 
from  whom,  he  has  reason  to  believe  a  tax  \mder  this  act  is  due  and  unpaid. 1^ 
The  county  treasurer  is  required  to  collect  and  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer 
all  taxes  that  may  be  due  and  payable  under  it.H 


1.  L.  1871-72,  p.  396. 

2.  L.  1891,  p.  110,111;  L.  I933,  P.  552. 

3.  L.  1891,  p.  110,111;  L.  1929.  p.  39^. 

U.  L.  1891,  p.  Ill;  L.  1929,  p.  39U;  L.  1933.  p.  552. 

5.  L.  1929.  p.  39^.395. 

6.  L.  1933.  p.  552. 

7.  L.  1895.  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  3I8. 

8.  L.  1895.  p.  306;  L.  1909.  p.  319. 

9.  L.  1913.  p.  615,616;  L.  1935.  p.  1179. 1180. 

10.  L.  1895.  p.  306;  L,  1909,  p.  319;  L,  1913.  p.  516. 

11.  L.  1895.  p.  307:  L.  1909.  p.  319;  ^.   1913.  p.  516. 
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Under  an  act  of  1933,    housing  corporations  may  be  organized  in  Illi- 
nois for   the  express  purpose  of  improving  housing  conditions. 1     Such  cor- 
porations  are  subject  to   the  supervision  and  control  of  the   State  Housing 
Board.      This  state  agency  has  authority,    after   investigations  and  public 
hearings,    to   approve  the   acquisitions  of  property   and  construction  of 
housing  projects.     If  the  State  Housing  Board  approves  a  project  over   the 
objections  of  ten  percent  of  the  property  ovmers  v/ithin  a  mile,   but  not 
included  in   the  project,    it  must   then  file  an  application  with  the  clerk 
of   the  county  court  to  be  submitted   to   the  county  judge  for   the  confirma- 
tion of  the  court's  approval.      Such  application   is   to  contain  copies  of 
the  findings   and  order  of   the  board,    transcript  of  testimony,    description 
of  the  project  and  public  spaces,    statement  of  location,    and  reasons  for 
approval  by  the  board.      The  objectors  to   the  project  may  file  objections 
in   the  couity  court   to   the  confirmation  of  such  a  project.      The  county 
judge  then  examines   the  application,    objections,    and  anj-  a^iditionrl 
evidence  before  rendering  a  decision  of   "approved"  or   "not  approved"  on 
the  applications, 2 

Appecls  from  the  judgments  r»nd  decisions  of  the  county  court  may  be 
tslccn   to   the  circuit  court. 3     To   the  Apellate  Court  or  Supremo   Court 
may  be   taken   •nd  prosecuted  apporls  and  v;rits  of  error  in  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  l?.uids  for   traces  and  spccir?!   assessments,    in  all  common  law 
and  f.ttr'.chncnt  c.scs,    ?nd  in  c-.scs  of  forcible  detr.incr   'ind  forcible    entry 
find     detainer.      Such  rppeplo    -jid  writs  of  error  ?>.re,    when  not  otherwise 
provided,    trJccn  rnd  prosecuted  in   the  s?jmo  mojiner   is  appeals  end  writs 
of  error  from  the  circuit  cotirt.'* 

The  records   of  the  county  co^oi't   -re  kept  by  its  clerk.      In  Fr-nklin 
County  the  clerk   is  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  coxmty  court.      In  r.ddition 
to    the  keeping  of  st-^tutory  records   is  described  belov/,    the  clerk  neccs- 
3«xily  rarintains  others  in  effecting  the  court's  orders. 5 

For   the  court   the  clerk  kocps   the  follo'ving  records: 

1.      Books  of  record  of  tho  proceedings   ind  judgments  of  the 
court  with  elphibcticl   indexes  by  n?jnes  of  prxtics. 
Proceedings   rvre  recorded  it  length  only  in  cr.scs  desig- 
nited  by  law  or  when   the  court,    "t   tho  motion  'nd  is- 
sumption  of  expenses  by  one  of  tho  parties,    so  orders. 
In  practice,    the  court  record  has  been  broken  down 
from  an  crly  ditc   into   segreg.itad  types  of  proceedings 
pjid  judgments. 


1.  L.    1933,   p.    396-415;    L.   1933-34,    Third  Sp.    Sess, ,   p.    167-74. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  L.    1933,    p.    396. 

4.  R.S.  1874,  p.  339;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1881,  p.  66. 

5.  The  form  which  such  records  take  is  generally  determined  by  court 
order  (L.  1849,  p.  65;  3.3.  1374,  p.  262,263). 
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2.  "Plaintiff -Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "Defend- 

ant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the  two  indexes  sep.regated  in  each  volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  su.its  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced. 

4.  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column  for 
the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In 
practice,  an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  in- 
dependently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's 
and  bar  docket.   In  practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended 
to  drop  out  of  use.l 

6.  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered  under 
the  proper  title  of  the  cause.   In  practice,  separate 
series  of  volumes  are  maintained  under  these  titles  of 
causes . 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices' 
courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of  judgment  for 
lions,  etc«#  from  justices'  courts. 

8.  Naturalization  records  including  petitions,  proceedings, 
final  certificates,  etc.   The  county  courts  in  Illinois 
prior  to  1906  m.at  the  requirement  of  Federal  statutes  to 
exorcise  naturalization  jurisdiction.^ 

9.  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determina- 
tions; of  particular  importance  in  the  largo  number  of 
cases  vrhcre  complete  proceedings  arc  not  spread  on  court 
record. 3 

10.  Monthly  report  of  the  ■warden  of  the  county  jail  contain- 
ing a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody  and  showing  the 
cause  of  commitment  and  names  of  Dcrsons  h^   whom  committed. *! 


1»   The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1935  grants  authority  to  county  courts,  sub- 
ject to  rules  promiulgated  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsist'.';nt 
with  statutory  requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court  (L.  1933, 
p.  786). 

2.  2  U.S.  Stat.  153j  U.S.H.S.  1789-1874,  p.  373. 

3.  R.S.  1845,  p.  323,324,414,418,419;  L.  1865,  p.  79, CO;  L.  1871-72, 
p.  325;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  232,263;  U.S. R.S.  1789-1874,  p.  376-30;  34 
U.S.  Stat.  596-607;  44  U.S.  Stat.  709,710. 

4.  R.S.  1874,  p.  617;  L,  1933,  p.  678. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 

134.  MISC3:LLA}J30US   IimEX,    1893--.      1   v.    (l). 

Index  to   Insane  Papers,    entry  139;    Delinquent  rjid  Dependent  Children,    en- 
try 165;    and  Probate  Court  Files,    entry  172,    shov/ing  n-unos  of  estate,   de- 
linquent or  dependent  child,    and  alleged  insane,   nature  of  case,    terra 
date,    and  file  "box  number.      Arr,    alph,   bj/-  nane  of  principal.     Hdw.   under 
pr.    hdgs.      400  p.    16  x  12  x  2.      Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt. ,    1st  fl. 

135.  INDZX  TO  COURT  HZCORD  PLAINTIFF  -   DSFEIJDA^TT,    1873-1904. 
4  V.    (1,    2,   plaintiff;    1,    2,    defendant). 

Index  to  County  Court  Records  -  Comnon  Law,   entry  138,    and  County  Coua't 
Record  -  Crir-.inal,    entry  145,    shov/ing  naaos  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
kind  of  action,    dates  commenced  and  disposed  of,    amount  of   judgment,    and 
book,  paire,    and  docket  numbers,     Arr,   alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant.    Hdv/,   under  pr.    hdgs,      200  p.   18  x  13  x  2.      V.   1,    2,   plaintiff, 
1873-1904,    CO.   clk.'s"  east  vlt.,    1st  fl,;   v,   1,    2,    defendant,    1873-1904, 
CO,    clic's  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

136.  COKr-.Ol'^  LAW  AI\TD  CRIi4lNAL  CASS 3,    1873--.      149   f.b.    (1-217  not  con- 
secutive). 

Ori.'^in'il  papers   in  common  law  pud  criminal   cases,    including  complaints, 
subpoenas,    suinmonscs,    appeal  bonds,    affidavits  of  v/itncsscs,   petitions, 
transcripts,   executions  on  confessed  judgments,    indictments,   warrants, 
rocognizcnco  bonds,   verdicts  of  jury,    and  orders  of  court.      Ko  obvious 
arr.      For  index,    see  entx-y  137.      Hdw,    ejid  typed  on  pr.    fm.      5  x  5  x  10. 
Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

137.  IITDFX  TO  CRIl-ilNAL  COURT  PAPSRS  (end  Common  Law),    1872--, 
1  V,    (1), 

Index  to  common  law  and  Criminal   Cases,    entrj"-  136,    shov/ing  name  of  defen- 

dajit,    and  c?.se  s.nd  file  box  numbers.      Arr.    alph,   by  name  of  defend:?nt. 

Hdw.  under  pr.   hdgs.      320  p.    18   x  12  x  1  l/2.      Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

138.  COUITTY   COURT  RECORDS  -   COM-IOII  LAW,   1873--,      3  v.    (1-3), 

Record  of  proceedings  in  common  law  cases,    including  confession  rjad  tran- 
script records,    showing  case  number,    court   term,    names  of  pl?intiff,    de- 
fendant,   Olid  attorneys,    nature  of  c.se,    ?nd  orders   and  jud^rments  of  court. 
Also   cont-'ins   Insrjie  Records,    1873-93,    entry  140;    Defo-ult  Record,    1900 — , 
entry  143;    Delinquent  =nd  Dependent  Decree  Record,    1873-1922,    entry  166; 
(Record  of  Petitions  for  and  Final   Certificates  of  ITaturrdization),   1873- 
1906,    entry  170.     Arr,   by  case  no.      Indexed  ."Iph.   by  npine  of  plaintiff; 
for   sop,    index,    1873-1904,    see  entry  135.      1873-1904,    hdv,-.;    1905—,    hdw., 
and   typfd.      600  p.   18  x  13  x  3.      Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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139.  INSANE  PAPERS,  1893-1927.   12  f.b.  (127,  133,  180,  191,  200, 
204,  205,  210,  214,  215,  335,  336).   1859-92  in  County  Court 
Papers,  Miscellaneous  (County  Clerk's  File),  entry  94;  1923 — 
in  Probate  Court  Files,  entry  172. 

Original  papers  in  insanity  cases,  including  petition  for  examination 
and  commitment,  interrogatory  sheet,  report  of  jury  or  commission,  de- 
crees of  court,  and  warrant  of  commitment.  No  obvious  arr.   For  index, 
see  entry  134.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   5  x  3  x  10.   F.b.  127,  133,  180,  191, 
200,  204,  205,  210,  214,  215,  1893-1922,  co.  clk.'s  vrest  vlt.,  1st  fl.; 
f.b.  335,  336,  1923-27,  co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

140.  INSANE  RECORDS,  1894--.   5  v.  (1-5).   1072-93  in  County  Court 
Records  -  Comnon  Law,  entry  138. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  insanity  cases,  showing  date  of  hearin,^;,  names 
of  alleged  insane,  petitioner,  witnesses,  judge,  medical  examiner,  ex- 
amining commission,  and  clerk,  date  of  exam.inaticn,  report  of  medical 
examiner,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  dato  of  hearing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  alleged  insane.   1894-1929,  hdv;.  on  pr.  fm.;  1930-t-,  hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   500  p.  18  x  13  x  2  l/2 .   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

141.  PETITION  FOR  SPECIAL  niPROTOI.ilNTS  AM)   ASSESSMENTS,  1911--. 
10  f.b.  (342-360  not  consecutive). 

Petitions  for  levying  special  assessment  for  local  improvements,  showing 
names  of  petitioners,  type  of  improvement,  affidavits  of  publishing  no- 
tice, certificate  of  completion  and  acceptance,  date  of  court  orders 
approving  petitions,  and  signature  of  judge.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index. 
Typed,      11  x  5  x  21.-  CO,   clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  f 1 . 

142.  SPECIAL  ASSESSLIINT  R5C0?.D,  1904--.   3  v.  (2,  1,  2). 

Title  varies:  County  Court  Record  (Levy  of  Special  Assessments), 

V.  2,  1904-18. 
Record  of  special  assessments  for  local  improvements,  including  copies 
of  assessm.ent  rolls,  and  petitions  to  levy  assessments  and  to  incorporate 
villages,  1915--,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  petitioner  and  ovmer, 
legal  description  and  location  of  property,  and  total  amount  of  assess- 
ment. No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   1904-18,  hdw.;  1919  — ,  hdv/.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   400  -  500  p.  16  x  21  x  2  -  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  west  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

143.  DEFAULT  RECORD,  1873-99,   1  v.  1900—  in  County  Records  - 
Common  Law,  entry  138. 

Record  of  judgments  by  default,  shov/ing  term  date,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  judge,  clerk,  and  sheriff,  type  of  action,  amount  of  judgment, 
and  signature  of  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgm.ent.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  plaintiff.  PIdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Attic. 
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144.  ASSIGKV.Zi-T  R3C0RD,    1881-93.      2  v.    (A,    B) .      1837-80,    1894—   in 
Probate  Court  Record,    entry  175. 

Copies  of  assignments  of  real   and  personal  property  of  insolvent  estates, 
showing  court  order  appointing  assignee,    date,    amount,    and  obligations  of 
bond  of  assignee,    list  of   creditors,    schedule  of  liabilities,    and  dates 
of  filing  and  approval   of  commission's  report.      Arr.   by  date  of  assign- 
ment.     Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  assignor.     Hdw.      500  p,   18  x  13  x  2  l/2, 
V.    A,    1881-82,    jurors'    west  rm.,    2nd  fl.;   v.   B,    1883-93,    co.   cllc.'s 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 

145.  COU-;'TY   COURT  RZCCRD  -   CRIMIFAL,    1872~.      8   v.    (1-8). 

Record  of  criminal  cases,    including  probations,    showing  case  number,    name 
of  defendant,    term  date,    nature  of  indictment,   proceedings,    and  orders 
of  court.      Also  contains  Recognizance  Record,    1872-79,    1912 — ,    entry  146'. 
Arr,   by  case  no.      Indexed  alph,   by  n?jne  of  defendant;    for   sep.    index, 
1873-1904,    see  entry  135.      1873-1916,    hdw,;    1917—,    hdw.    and  typed. 
600  p.   18  X  13  X  3.      Go.    elk. ' s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

146.  RECOGKIZAIICS  RECORD,    1880-1911.      1  v.      1873-79,    1913—   in 
County  Court  Record  -   Criminal,    entry  145. 

Copies  of  recognizance  bonds,    showing  naxiies  of  defendant   and  sureties, 
nature  of  case,    date,    amount,    ^nd  obligations  of  bond,    and  date  of  fil- 
ing.     Arr.   by  di^te  of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  defendajit.      Hdw. 
on  pr.    fm.      575  p.   13  x  13  x  2  l/2.      Co.    elk, ' s  east  vlt.,    Ist  fl. 

147.  SWAKP  LAITD  RECORD,    1854-83.      2  v.    (A,    B). 

Record  of  s?lo  of  sw5unp  lands,    shov/ing  legal  description   nnd  condition 
of  Irnd,   kind  and  value  of   timber,    court  orders  for  drainage  and   im- 
provements,   date  of  sale,    rjid  name  of  purchaser,      Arr.   by  date  of   sale. 
No   index.     Hdw.      330  p.   13  x  9  x  1  l/2*.      Co,   elk. «  s  east  vlt.,   1st  fl. 


Dockets 
Court  Dockets 

148,  JUDGE'S  DOCKET,    1934—.      1   v. 

Docket  of  pending  common  la.w  and  criminal  cases,    showing  d-^te  of  filing 
suit,    ca.sc  number,    d-ite  of  court  term,   mmes  of  plaintiff,    dcfendajit, 
and  attorneys,    n-'.turo   of  case,    and  court  order.      Arr.   by  date  of  filing 
suit.      No   index.      Hdw.  under  pr.   hdgs.      400  p.    14  x  11  x  2.      Co.    clk.'s 
west  vlt, ,    1st  fl. 

149.  TRJU-TSEER  JUDGE'S  DOCKET,    1873--.      21  v.    (l,    3-L,    N-Ci,    1872-1926; 
1,    2,    1  not  labeled,    1,    3,    1925 — ).      Title  vaxies:    Judge's 
Docket,    Criminal   Lav;,    v.    1,    3-L,    K-Q,,    1872-1926. 

Docket  of  closed  criir.ina.l   ^nd  civil   c^.ses,    showin;  n-'jnes  of  plaintiff,    do- 
fendajit,    -ttorneys,    and  judge,    date  of  filing  suit,    nujnber  -nd  nature  of 
cas©>    "nd  abstract  of  proceedings;    also  serves  as  a  dockot   to  naturaliza:- 
tion  cases,    1872-1906.      Also  contains  Judge's  Dockot  -  Insane,    1872-92, 
entry  150,    including  Docket  of  Proceedings  of  Feoblo-minded,    entry  156, 
Arr.   by  date  of  filing  suit.      No   index,     Hdw,  under  pr.   hdgs,      300  - 
1000  p.   18   X  13  X  3  -  14  X  11   X  4.      Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


-  153  - 
County  Court  -  (150-154) 

Dockets 


150.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  -  IViSAlTE,    1893  —  ,   3  v.  (1-3).   1872-92  in 
Transfer  Judge's  Docket,  entry  149. 

Docket  of  insanity  cases,  showing  date  of  petition,  names  of  petitioner, 
patient,  witnesses,  medical  examiner,  judge,  and  commissioners,  report  of 
commission,  abstract  of  proceedings,  court  orders,  and  date  of  commitment. 
Also  contains  Docket  of  Proceedings  of  Feeble-minded,  1893-1914,  entry  156. 
Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   1S93-1928,  indexed  alph,  by  name  of  alleged 
insame;  1929 — ,  no  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs .   240  p.  18  x  13  x  2  l/2. 
V.  1,  1693-1916,  CO.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  f 1 . ;  v.  2,  1917-27,  jurors' 
north  rm.,  2nd  fl.;  v.  3,  1928  —  ,  co.  judge's  off.,  2nd  fl.,  "Tood  Bldf:. 

151.  DOCKJIT  OF  FINES,  1880—.   2  v.  (1,2). 

Docket  of  county  court  fines,  showin,^  name  of  defendant,  nature  of  indict- 
ment, dates  of  arrest,  judgment,  and  pajinent,  nairie  of  payee,  amounts  of 
fines  and  costs,  sheriff's  return,  and  remarks.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s 
west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

152.  INDEX  TO  JUDCrliENTS  (judgment  and  Execution  Docket),  1872--, 
2  V,  (1  not  numbered,  2). 

Listing  of  judgment  docket  entries,  1872-1907,  and  execution  docket  en- 
tries, 1907-30,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  and 
am.ount  of  judgment,  execution  and  judgment  docket  labeling  and  page  of 
entry,  amount  of  costs,  and  notation  of  satisfaction.   This  register 
serves  as  Judgment  Docket,  entry  154,  subsequent  to  1907;  also  serves 
as  an  Execution  Docket,  entry  153,  subsequent  to  1930.   Arr.  alph,  by 
name  of  plaintiff,   IIo  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   550  p. 
18  X  13  X  2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

153.  EXECUTIOS:   DOCKET,    1372-1930.      1   v. 

Docket  of  executions,  showini;  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount 
of  debts,  damages,  costs,  and  judgments,  fee  book  labeling  and  page  of 
entry,  dates  of  execution,  and  sheriff's  return.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of 
defendant.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judgment  is 
entered,   Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,  300  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2,  Co,  clk.'s  vfe-.t  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

For  subsequent  dockets,  see  entry  152. 

154.  JUDGLIIKT  DOCKET,  1872-1907.   2  v.  (l,  2). 

Docket  of  judgments,  showing  nam.es  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of 
judgment,  amounts  of  costs,  debt,  and  damages,  fee  book  and  page  of  entry, 
and  dates  of  judgment  and  satisfaction.  Arr*  alph,  by  name  of  plaintiff. 
No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,   500  p»  18  x  13  x  2  l/2,  V.  1,  1872-83, 
CO.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl.j  v.  2,  1884-1907,  go.  clk.'s  west  vlt,, 
1st  fl. 

For  subsequent  dockets,  see  entry  152. 


-  154  - 
(155-159)  CoTonty  Court  - 

Dockets 


155.  JUDGlvGNT  D0CK2T  AG.'JNST  HlilKLIN  CCUITTY,    1923--.      1  v. 
Docket  of  judgments  entered  rgr.inst  Pr-nklin  County,    showing  nmnc  of 
plp.intiff,    case  nuTiber,    rnd  dr.te  pud  omount  of  judgmont;    cvlso   includes 
v/rits  of  mmdjunus,    v/ith  book  »rid  p.-^.^e  number  in  circuit  court  records, 
issued  out  of  the  circuit  court,    fixing  terras  of  p-yment,    court  costs, 
dates  of  payment  of  installments,    and  order  to  county  clerk  to  pay 
installments  on  judgments  in  the  order  of   their  priority.      ^Vrr.   by  case 
no.     ITo  index,      Hdw.    on  pr,    fm.      500  p,   12  x  18  x  2.      Co.    clk.'s  east 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 

156.  DOCXZT  or  PR0C23DINGS  OF  FIZ3L3-MI JDED,    1915~.      1  v.    (l). 
1872-92  in  Transfer  Judge's  Docket,    entry  149;    1893-1914  in 
Judge's  Docket  -   Insane,    entry  150. 

Docket  of  cases  pertaining  to  feeble-minded  persons,    showing  names  of 
alleged  feeble-minded,   petitioner,   medical   examiner,    er^d  judge,    date  of 
examination,    interrogations,    case  history,    and  decree  and  orders  of 
court.      Arr.   by  d°.to  of  ooui't  orders.      Indexed  alph,    oy  npjne  of  alleged 
feeble-minded  person.      Hdw.    ^nd  typed  under  pr,   hdgs.     147  p. 
18  X  13  X  1  1/2.      Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

157.  CLSBIC3'    CRIMINj^  .\JTD  LAW  DOCKET,    1891.      1  v. 

Docket  of  closed  criminal  and  civil  cases,  showing  nrmes  of  plaintiff, 
defendr-nt,  attorneys,  md  judge,  tci'm  d-itc,  number  ajid  nature  of  case, 
and  abstract  of  proceedings.  Arr.  by  case  no.  ITo  index.  Hdv;.  on  pr. 
fra.      185  p,    14  :c  8  l/2  x  1.      Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

158.  BAR  D0CK2TS,    1848-1924.      9  v.    (4  not  numbered,    1,    2  not  nuia- 
bered,    5,   1  not  numbered).     Missing:   1855-67,    1880-90. 

Docket   of  civil   ^jid  criminal   cases,    showing  case  number,   n?xies  of  plain- 
tiff,   defendr>jit,    .?nd  attorneys,   nature  of  cation,    "nd  date  of  henring. 
Arr.   by  date  of  he-xing.      1848-96,    no   index;    1897-1924,    indexed  alph.   by 
nojne  of  defendant.     Hdw.    under  pr.   hdgs.      150  -  435  p.   14  x  8  x  1  - 
18  X  12  X  2.      4  V.   not  numbered,    v.    1,    2  not  numbered,   1843-96,    west 
wash  rn.,    Ist  fl.;   v.    3,   18S7-1915,    co.    clk.'s  e.-.st  vlt.,    1st  fl.;    1  v. 
not  numbered,    1915-24,    co.   clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Justices'    Dockets   ( See 
olso  entries  220,    225) 

159.  JU3TICZ  OF  P£.\C2  DOCKET,    1870-1928.      39  v.    (8  not  numbered,    4, 
5  not  numbered,    1870-1902;    2,    3,    1899-1906;    2  not  nmbcred, 
1901-17;    4,    20  not  numbered,   1906-28).     Subsequent  dockets 
are  in   the  custody  of  present  justices  of  the  peace. 

Docket  of  justice  of  peace  c?5es,    shovdnj  d?.te  of  hei-ring,    n-ynes  of  plain- 
tiff,   defendant,    .-.id  justice,    nature  of  case,  plaintiff's  s-nd  defend^-'jit' s 
costs,    '^jid  date  of  disposition  of  case.      Also  cont'^ins  copies  of  ch-^ttel 
mortgr^es,    shoving  n?jnes  of  mortgagor   nnd  mortgagee,    date   -"jad  exiount  of 
mortgage,    terns,    ?iid  description  of  property.      Act.   by  date  of  hearing. 
Indexed  .?lph.   by  n.'une  of  defend^jit  or  nortgrgor.     Hdw,   under  pr.   hdgs. 
300  p.   14  X  9  1/2  X  1  1/2.      7  v.   not  numbered,   1870-80,    1884-93,   v.   4, 
5  not  numbered,    1895-1902,    2,    3,    1899-1905,    2  not  numbered,    1901-17,    4, 
1906-9,    20  not  numbered,    1909-28,    west  wash  rm.,   1st  fl,;    1  v.  not 
numbered,    1881-83,    jurors'   north  rm. ,    2nd  fl. 


-  155   - 
County  Court  -  (160-164) 

Fee   Books 


160.      POLICE  F-AGISTRATE   DOCKETS,    1385-1925.      10  v.     I'issiig:   1898, 
1899,    1918.      Subsequent  dockets   still    in   custody  of  present 
police  map;istrates . 
Docket   of  police  magistrate,    showing:  names   of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
costs   of  each,    type   and  numher   of  cane,    date  and  anount   of  judgment, and 
remarks.      Arr.   by  case  no.      Indexed  alph.   by  name   of  defendant.     Hdw, 
under   pr.   hdgs.      300  p.    13  x  8   l/2   x   l'l/2.      0  v.,    1835-1903,    1907-25, 
CO,   clk.'s  east  vlt.,    Ist  fl.;    1  v.,    1504-6,   west  v/ash  rm.,    1st  fl. 


Fee   Books 

161.  FEE  BOOK  CRIi,;irAL  AND  CIVIL,  1872  —  .   7  v.  (C,  D,  G-K).   Title 
varies:  Fee  Book  Civil,  v.  C,  D,  1872-98. 

Criminal  and  common  law  fee  book,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defen- 
dant, date  and  amount  of  judgment,  amount  of  court  costs,  clerk's, 
sheriff's,  and  miscellaneous  fees,  and  date  and  total  amount  of  fees  re- 
ceived.  Peoples'  Fee  Book  (Criminal  Fees),  entry  162,  form.orly  kept  sep- 
arately. Also  contains  Register  of  Judgment  and  Costs  Collected,  1872-86, 
1891 — ,  entry  164.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  defendant.  Kdw.  under  pr,  hdgs .   575  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s 
west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

162.  PEOPLES'  FEE  BOOK  (Crim.inal  Fees),  1872-1906.  3  v.  (D-F)  . 
1907—  in  Fee  Book  Criminal  and  Civil,  entry  161. 

Criminal  case  fee  book  shov/ing  names  of  plaintiff^  and  defendant,  tern 
date,  kind  of  action,  court  costs,  sheriff's  and  clerk's  fees,  and  total 
amounts  of  fees  received.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  defendant,  EA\i.   under  pr.  hd-:s.   575  p.  18.  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s 
west  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

163.  INSAFE  FES  BOOK,  1895-1911.   1  v.  1865-75,  1894,  1912—  in 
Conservators'  and  Guardians'  Fee  Book,  entry  206;  1879-93  in 
Administrators'  (and  Executors')  Fee  Book,  entry  205. 

Record  of  fees  in  insanity  cases,  showing  names  of  alleged  insane  person 
and  conservator,  term  date,  date  of  petition,  itemized  amounts  of  costs 
and  fees,  total  amount  received,  and  date  and  by  v/iiom  collected.  Arr.  by 
date  of  petition.   Indexed  alph.  by  nftme  of  alleged  in.<rane  person.  Kdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs,   400  p.  10  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  west  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

164.  REGISTER  OF  JJDGtSNT  Al^   COSTS  COLUiCTED,  18G7-90.   1  v. 
1872-86,  1891—  in  Fee  Book  Criminal  and  Civil,  entry  161, 

Register  of  costs  paid  on  judgments,  showing  name  of  payer,  amount  of 
payment,  and  fees  of  witnesses,  clerks,  and  court,  book  and  page  of  entry, 
and  date  and  total  amount  of  payment.  Arr.  alph,  bv  nam.e  of  payor.  No 
index,  ?!dw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   250  p.  1£  x  13  x  1  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  east 
vlt,,  1st  fl. 


-  156  - 
(165-169)  County  Court  -  Prob°tion; 

Inherit-^nce  Tax; 
No.tur  rJ.  i  zat  i  on 


Pro'br'.tion 


Juvenile 


155.      D^nT^UZLIT  .2TD  DZP3!TI>Z1;T  0HILD3SN,    19a-36.      1   f.b. 

1837-1920,    IS 27—      in  ?rob?.te  Court  Files,    sntiy  172. 
Origir.^"!  paperc   in  delinquent  '?.nd  dependent  cases,    including  petitions  of 
st^'te's  attorney  to   coimit  delinquent  children  to   institutions,   petitions 
for   f'C.options  of  dependent  children,    rnd  coui't  decrees.     No  obvious   rrr. 
For  ir.de::,    see  entry  134,     Hdw,    or.  pr.    fn:.     11  x  5  x  21.      Co.    clk.'s   cast 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 

166.  DSLIM'^USTT  MTD  DZPZi^DZlTT  I)3C?Z2  RSCCRD,   1923—.      1  v,    (A). 
1873-1922  in   County  Court  Records  -  Counon  Lp.v,    entry  138. 

Copies  of  co'Ji't  decrees,   petitions  for  adoption,    and  =pplic?.tion  for  dis- 
charge in  dclL-quent   ?nd  dependent  cases,    shoving  date,    ter:^  of  court, 
nrz.-'.e  of  child,    type  of  case,   nature  of  decree,    and  judgr.ent  of  court. 
Arr.   by  date  of  decree.      Indexed  ^JLph.   by  sui'-nanc  of  child.      !i;j^ed, 
592  p.   18  :c  13  :c  2  l/2.      Co.    civ.'s   east  vlt.,    1st   fl. 

Mothers'   Pension  (See  also 
entries  7,    11,    14,    278,    284) 

167.  MO'THZRS'    ?Z!^TSIOK  DZCRZ?:  P3C0RD,    igi-l— .      1  v.    (l). 

Record  of  nothsrs'   pension  c-ses,    shov.-ing  case  nunber,    d~tos  of  applica- 
tion rnd  hearing,    r.-'sio  of  nothor,    nunber  of  dependent  children,    anount 
pnd  date  of  rllowar.ce,    and  court  orders.      Arr.    oy  date  of  hearing.      In- 
dexed -'Iph.   by  n^::.Q  of  nother.     Hdv;,   on  pr.   fn.      432  p.   18  x  13  x  2. 
Co.    clk.^s  orst  vlt.,   1st  fl. 


Inheritrnce   To-c 
(See  also   cntrj-  94Ciii]) 

158.      DTHZRIT.MTCS  TAX  IXDCKIT,    1914-28.      1  v.      1895-1913,    1929—   in 
Transfer  Judge'  s  Probate  Docket,    entvj  300. 
Docket  of  inheritance   tax  cases,    showing  nnaes  of  estate,    attorney,    and 
beneficiaries,    date  of  death,    ^praised  vslue  and  description  of  property, 
ar.ount  oi'  er.eiaption,    interest,    -Jid  total  raount  of  tax  as   fixed  by  court. 
Arr.   by  date  of  derth.      Ko   index,      Edw.   under  pr,   hdgs,      40     p. 
18   x  12  X  2,      Co.    clk.'s   east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


KatuTPlization 
(See  rlso  entries  149,    255,    256) 

169.      (D£CL.\RATIC:TS  0?   irTSTTIOlTS),    1341-1906,      In   Courxty   Cohort  Papers, 
Kiscell-^ncous   (County   Clerk's  File),    entrj'  94, 
jVliens'    declT--tions  of  intention   to  become  citizens,    shoving  nrmes  of 
alien  ^jid  native  l.T.d,    oath  of  renunciation  of  allegiance  to   ?>ny  foreigi 
pover  and  signature  of  county  clerk. 


-  157  - 
County  Court  -  (170,171) 

Court  Business 


170.   (RECORD  OF  PETITIONS  FOR  AKD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES  OF  NATURALIZA- 
TION), 1872-1906.   In  County  Court  Records  -  Common  Law, 
entry  138. 
Record  of  petitions  for  and  final  certificates  of  naturalization,  showing; 
name  of  alien,  nationality,  date  and  place  of  entry  into  the  United  States, 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  dates  of  final  oath,  certificate,  and  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Hdw. 


Court  Business 

171.  WITNESS  AFFIDAVITS,  1921  —  .   1  v. 
Affidavits  of  witnesses,  showing  date,  names  of  witness,  plaintiff,  and 
defendant,  for  whom  witness  called,  days  of  attendance,  mileage,  and 
total  amount  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  affidavit.   No  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  17  x  11  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  172,  p.  161) 


V.   PR03ATS  COURT 


JurisdictiOii  in  probate  matters  in  Fremklin  County  at  the  tine 
of  it's  creation  on  Januarj'  2,  1318  was  in  the  territorial  county 
court.   Ho^7ever,  on  Jaiiuary  12,  1818  this  court  v/as  emboli shed2  ^-^-^^   ^g 
probate  jurisdiction  was  vested  in  the  territorial  circuit  ccurt>5  and 
continued  in  this  court  until  1819.   In  that  year  control  over  probate 
matters  passed  to  the  county  comnissioners'  courts'*  this  arrangement  lasted 
for  only  two  years,  \7hen  in  1821^  a  separate  probate  court  was  established. 
The  probate  judge  \7as  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  and  held  office 
during  good  behavior. ^  From  1837  to  1849,  probate  court  was  held  by  a 
probate  justice  of  the  peace  who  was  elected  by  the  coxinty  electorate  for 
a  two-year  term,  with  a  four-year  term  effective  in  1839.'''  The  term  was 
reduced  in  1847  to  two  years. 8  The  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court 
was  transferred  to  the  newly  created  county  court  in  1849.^  The  Franklin 
county  court  has  retained  probate  jurisdiction  from  that  date  to  the 
present. 10 

As  enunciated  by  the  present  constitution  cjid  subsequent  legislation, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  extends  to  all  probate  matters,  the  settle- 
ment of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  appointment  of  guardians  niid  con- 
servators and  settlement  of  their  accounts,  a.11  matters  relating  to  appren- 
tices, and  cases  of  sales  of  real  estate  of  deceased  persons  for  payment 
of  debts. 11 

Appeals  may  be  taken  from  the  final  orders,  judgments  fJid  decrees  of 
the  probate  court  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  except  in  proceedings 
in  applications  of  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  and  conservators 
for  the  sale  of  real  estate.  The  appellant  must  give  bond  and  security  in 
such  amoxint  and  upon  such  condition  as  the  court  shall  require.  12 

Aiding  the  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  the  administration  of  intes- 
tate estates  and  the  guardianship  of  minors,  are  the  public  administrator 


1.  Nathaniel  Pope,  ed. ,  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  345. 

2.  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory.  1817-18.  p.  98. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  92. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  223. 

5.  L.  1821,  p.  119. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  L.  1836-37,  p.  176. 

8.  L.  1845.  p.  28;  effective  in  1847. 

9.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.  1849,  p.  55. 

10.  R.S.  1874,  p.  339,340;  L.  1933,  p.  449.453. 

11.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.  1877,  p.  80. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  81. 

-  15s  - 


-  159 
Probate  Court 


and  the  public  guardian.   Each  officer  is  appointed  quadrennially  by  the 
Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,   The  public  administra- 
tor and  public  guardian  are  required  to  enter  into  bonds  set  and  approved 
by  the  court  in  sums  not  less  than  .1^5,000.1  Their  duties  are  perforred 
under  the  direction  and  orders  of  the  court.   The  records  that  result  from 
their  prescribed  duties  appear  among  the  records  of  the  court  with  those 
of  other  adrdnistrators,  execu.tors,  and  p;uardians, 

^'iihen  there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  who  will  administer  an  intestate 
estate,  the  court  commits  the  administration  to  the  public  administrator 
upon  application  of  any  person  interested  in  the  estate,^   If  a  widow, 
next  of  kin,  or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears  vdthin  six  months  after 
the  administration  is  granted  to  the  public  administrator,  the  court  then 
revokes  its  grant  of  adm.inistration  to  the  public  administrator  and  or- 
ders letters  of  administration  granted  to  such  person  interested  in  the 
estate.   If,  after  all  debts  and  charges  against  the  estate  which  have 
been  presented  v;ithin  two  years  after  the  adm.inistration  of  the  estate 
was  committed  to  such  public  administrator  are  fully  paid,  any  balance  of 
the  estate  rem-ains,  the  administrator  causes  a  notice  to  be  published 
requiring  rersons  still  having  claims  against  the  estate  to  present  them 
to  the  county  court  within  six  months.   If  no  claim.s  are  presented,  the 
balance  is  paid  into  the  county  treasury  upon  the  expiration  of  the  six- 
month  period,  the  county  retraining  answerable  to  any  future  claims. 3 

As  already  noted,  the  court  has  authority  to  appoint  guardians  of 
minor  heirs  of  deceased  persons.   In  cases  where  the  minor  is  under  four- 
teen ^;ears  of  a?  e  the  court  appoints  his  guardian,  YOien  the  pinor  is  over 
fourteen  he  m.ay  nominate  his  ovm  guardian,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
court, ^  Under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  guardian  is  responsible  for 
the  custody,  nurture,  and  tuition  of  his  ward  and  the  care  and  management 
of  his  estate.   The  court  m.ay  assign  the  guardianship  of  the  estate  to  one 
guardian  and  the  custody,  nurture,  and  tuition  of  the  ward  to  another, ° 
Within  sixty  days  after  his  appointment,  the  guardian  returns  to  the  court 
a  com.plete  inventory  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  ward  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  law, 6  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  his  appointment,  and 
every  three  years  thereafter,  he  rra];es  a  settlerr.ent  of  his  accounts,  Yfaen 
his  trust  is  completed  or  u^'on  the  death  of  the  ward,  the  guardian  makes 
final  settlemert  and  delivers  over  to  -^ersons  entitled  to  them,  the  --rcperty 
and  'i^apers  in  his  hands  as  guardian.'   Upon  failure  of  a  guardian  appointed 


1,  L.  1825,  p.  70-72;  R.L.  1329,  p,  20G;  R.L.  1833,  p.  627,620;  R,S,  1845, 
p,  548;  L.  1871-72,  p.  89;  L.  1881,  p.  3;  L.  1C89,  p,  165. 

2,  R.L,  1833,  p.  628;  R.S.  1845,  p,  540;  L,  1^71-72,  p,  89. 

3,  R,S,  1045,  p,  549;  L.  1371-72,  p,  89,90. 

4,  L.  1831,  p,  100;  L.  1835,  p.  36;  R,S.  1845,  p,  265,266;  L.  1^73-74,  p. 
107;  L,  1919,  p.  583;  L.  1931,  p,  618;  L,  1937,  p,  660. 

5,  L.  1871-72,  p,  469;  L,  1877,  p,  114, 

6,  L.  1919,  p.  582;  L.  1933,  p.  644, 

7,  L.  1871-72,  p,  471;  L.  1919,  p.  583;  L.  1929,  p,  506. 


-  160  - 

Probutc  Court 


by  the  court  to  act  within  three  months  in  this  capacity,  the  court  comn.its 
the  guardianship  of  the  minor  to  the  public  guardian. ^  The  latter' s  records 
appear  with  those  of  other  guardians. 

The  clerk  of  tlie  territorial  circuit  court,  1818  to  1619,^  the  clerk 
of  the  county  coirar.issioners*  court,  1819  to  1821,^  the  probate  judfe,  1821 
to  1837,4  and  the  probate  justice  of  the  peace  1837  to  1849,5  each  performed 
the  irdnisterial  functions  of  the  probate  clerk.   From  tlie  establishment  of 
the  county  court  in  1849,  until  the  present,  the  county  clerk  lias  served  as 
ex  officio  probate  clerk." 

The  clerk  is  required  to  attend  the  sessions  of  court,  issue  all 
process,  preserve  all  files  and  papers,  make,  keep,  and  preserve  com- 
plete records  of  all  the  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court, 
p.nd  perform  all  other  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  as  required  by 
law  or  the  rules  and  orders  of  his  court.  Ke  is  required  to  enter  of 
record  all  judgments,  decrees,  and  orders,  of  the  court. 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court  kept  by  the  clerk  are  the 
following: 

1.  Journal  of  all  judicial  proceedings  and  determinations 
of  the  judge, 

2.  A  judgment  docket  with  a  direct  and  an  indirect  indoxi 
form.cr,  by  na!T.e  of  claimant  against  estate ;  latter  by 
estate.   In  practice,  the  requirement  of  two  indoaces 
often  leads  to  two  dockets. 

3.  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds  and  letters  of  adminis- 
trators, executors,  guardians,  and  conservators;  appraise- 
ment and  sale  of  bills;  widows •■  relinquishment  and  selec- 
tion of  property;  wills  and  the  probate  thereof;  annual 
and  final  reports  of  administrators,  executors,  guardians, 
and  conservators.  Generally,  each  category  of  these  pro- 
bate business  matters  is  recorded  separately,  but  the  seg- 
regation is  not  alv;ays  carefully  maintained. 


1.  L.  1889,  p.  165. 

2.  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory,  1817-18,  p.  94.   The  clerk  of  the  territorial 
county  court  perforred  the  duties  of  the  probate  clerk  from  January  2, 
1818  (Nathaniel  Fope,  ed.,  Lav;s  of  t'le  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  346, 
349).  ^ 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

4.  L.  1821,  p.  119,120. 

5.  L.  1837,  p.  177,178. 

6.  Const,  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.  1849,  p,  63-65;  R.S,    1874,  p.  339,340, 

7.  L.  1877,  p,  82, 
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U,  Separate  dockets  of  unsettled  estates  and  claims  ai^ainst 
estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the  accounts  of  executors,  ad^iin- 
istrators,  and  guardians.  Note  that  the  dockets  of  probate 
matters  are  separated  from  dockets  of  court  praceedin(?g  just 
as  are  the  books  of  recordation  of  the  two  catafcorins;  the  in- 
tention of  the  law  to  make  this  distinction  is  further  shown 
in  its  granting  the  clerk,  during  vacation  of  the  court,  power 
to  receive  petitions,  accept  bonds,  grant  letters  testamentary, 
etc. 

5.  Files  of  original  docijments  not  subject  to  recordation;  indexes 
to  such;  records  of  office  transactions  in  purs\iance  of  the 
court's  orders  to  the  clerk,  necessary  in  the  latter 's  settlement 
with  that  body,-'- 
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172.  PROBATE   COURT  FILES,   13.37— .      309  f.b.    (1-309). 

Probate  cohort  files,    including  administrators',    executors',   guardians', 
and   conservators'    accounts,   reports,   final  reports,   bonds,    oaths,    fee 
bills,  petitions,    claims,   appointments  of  administrative  officers,    court 
approval  of  bonds,   payment  of  legacies,    sale,    finsl  discharge,    and 
closing  of  estate,    nuncupative  willc,    affidavits  to  prove  heirship, 
inventories,   appraisements,   reports  of   sale,    notices  to   sell  land  with 
affidavit  of  posting  notices,    receipts,    notes,   legatees  receipts  of 
request,    and    sale  bills.     Also   contains   Supervisors'  Papers,   1927— , 
entry  1;    (Insuraj^ce  Policies),    193S — ,    entry  }2;    Insane  Papers,    1928—, 
entry  139;   Delinquent  and  Dependent  Children,    1837-1920,    1927—. 
entry  165.     Arr.   by  case  no.     For  index,    see  entries  173.   17^;    for 
index,    1893--.    see  entry  I'-^U.     Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs.;    hdw.   on  pr,   fm,; 
hdw,   .-md  typed,     10  x  5  ■'^  l'-*-.      Co,    clk.'s  east  vlt,,    1st  fl, 

173.  INDEX  TO  ESTATE  PAPERS,    1837~.      1  v.    (2). 

Index  to   adrninistra,tors' ,    executors',    and  conservators'    casps  in  Probate 
Court  Files,   entry  172,    showing  name  of  estate,    and  file  box  nxMber.      Arr, 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.     Kdw.   under  pr.   hdgs,      SOO  p.   I6  x  11  x  2,      Co, 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

I7I+,      GUARDIAN'S  INDEX,    1837—.      1   v.    (2). 
Index  to  guardianship  cases  in  Probate  Govirt  Files,    entry  172,    showing 
name  of  minor,    and  file  box  number.     Arr.   alph.  by  name  of  minor.     Hdw, 
under  pr.   hdgs.      50^^  P.   I6  x  11  x  2.      Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt..   1st  fl. 


1.     L.   1821,   p.    119,120;   R.L.    18^9.   p.    21f^.,231;    L.    13^7,   p.   U29t   R-S.   I8U5, 
p.   U27,428;   L.   I85I,   p.   193;   L.   13^9,   p.   92-9^;   R.S.   ISjk,   p.   260-265; 
L.  1877,  p.   63;   L.   1933.  p.   293. 
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175.   P50BATE  COUHT  RECORD,  1837—,   20  v.  (ABC,  B-I ,  H2,  1-10 ) . 
Title  varies:  Probate  Record  Decrees,  v.  1-5,  1912-30. 
Record  of  proceedings  in  probate  cases,  showing  names  of  petitioners, 
estate,  heirs,  and  witnesses,  petitions  and  actions,  date  of  proceedings, 
and  orders  .-jud  decrees  of  court.  This  record  contains  notations  of  all 
wills,  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  inventories  and  appraisements, 
reports,  and  current  and  final  accounts.  Also  contains  Assignment  Record, 
1837-80,  1894 — ,  entry  144;  Widows'  Relinquishment  and  Selection  Record, 
1837-77,  1935—,  entry  191;  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  1837-65,  1905—,  entry  192, 
including  Petitions  and  Decrees  to  Sell  Real  Estate,  entry  193,  and 
Proceedings  en  Guardians'  Petition  for  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  entry  194; 
Sale  Record  Personal  Property,  1837-44,  1936 — ,  entry  195;  Probate  Settle- 
ments, 1837-52,  1885—,  entry  198;  Insolvent  Estate  Record,  1837-82,  1912 — , 
entry  199.  Arr.  by  case  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estate,  gxiardian  or 
minor.   1837-1911,  hdw. ;  1912-20,  hdw.  and  typed;  1921—,  typed,  600  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.  V.  ABC,  3-1,  H2,  1-5,  1837-1930,  CO.  elk. » s  west  vlt.,  1st 
fl.;  V.  6-10,  1931—,  CO.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

175.  PROBATE  REC0FJ3  ESTATES,  1906-35.   4  v.  (I-L). 
Copies  of  petitions  to  appoint  administrative  officers  and  to  probate  wills; 
inventories  of  ajid  claims  against  estates;  proof  of  death,  and  discharge 
of  administrative  officer,  showing  court  term,  date,  names  of  estate 
and  claimant,  list  of  real  and  personal  property,  and  date,  amount,  aind 
purpose  of  claim.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim.   Indexed  alph,  by  n.ame  of 
principal.  Kdw.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Wills,  Bonds,  Letters  (See  also 
entries  G9[v,xi],  118,  175) 

177.  WILL  RECOrd),  1845—.   6  v.  (A-F). 

Copies  of  wills  and  testar.ents,  showing  names  of  deceased,  widow,  witnesses, 
and  heirs,  date  and  terms  of  v;il],  proof  of  death,  description  and  valua- 
tion of  estate,  notes  and  annuities,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  dt'.te  of 
filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.   1845-1912,'  hdw.  on  pr.  fm, ; 
1913  —  ,  hdw.  and  t^.'ped  on  pr.  fni.   200  -  600  p,  15  x  11  x  1  l/2  -  18  x  13  x  3. 
Co,  olk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

178,  ADllKISTR'.TORS'  RECOrdD  BGl.T)  AiTD  IZTTERS  (and  Petitions  and  Oaths), 
1855—.   14  V.  (A-N),   Title  varies:  Administrators'  and  Guardians' 
Bonds  and  Letters,  v.  A,  1855-58, 

Copies  of  administrators'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  names 
of  estate,  petitioner,  administrative  officer,  bondsm.en,  sureties,  vatnesses, 
and  heirs,  dates  of  petition,  bond,  letters,  and  oath  of  administrator,  amount 
and  obligations  of  bond,  and  dates  of  court  term.,  acknov;ledpment,  and  filing. 
■^Ico  contains  Probate  Bonds  and  Letters,  1855-71,  1920—,  entrj--  179;  Additional 
Bond  Record,  1855-71,  entry  180;  Nev;  Bonds  of  Administrators  and  Executors 
(New  Additional  Bonds  of  Administrator),  1855-73,  138S— ,  entry  181;  Public 
Administrators'  Record,  1855-84,  1936--,  entry  182;  Guardians'  Record  Bonds 
and  Letters,  1855-58,  entry  183,  and  Conservators'  Record  (Oaths,  Bonds,  and 
Letters),  1855-78,  entry  185.  Arr,  by  dace  of  petition.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate.   1855-1S22,  hdv^.  on  pr,  fm. ;  1923—,  typed  on  pr,  fm,  400  - 
600  p,  13  1/2  X  8  1/2  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  3.   V,  A-L,  1855-1932,  go.  clk.'s  west 
vlt.,  1st  fl.;  V.  L:,  1^;,  1933  —  ,  co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


-  163  - 
Protate  Court  -  (179-183) 

proceedings 


179.      PROBATE  BONDS  AND  LETTERS,   1872-1919.      1  v.      1835-71.    1920— 
in  AdministratorB'  Record  Bond  and  Letters  (and  Petitions  and 
Oaths),    entry  178, 
Copies  of  administrators'  bonds  and  letters  de  bonis  non  with  will  annexed, 
showing  names  of  estate,    administrator,    sureties,   widow,   fuid  heirs,    dates 
of  petition,   bond,   letters,   oath,   and  'fill,   amoiint  of  bond,   a.nd   copy  of 
will.     Also  contains  Additional  Bond  Record,   1S72-S2,    entry  ISO.     Arr.   by 
date  of  bond.      Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.     Hdw.  on  pr.   fra.      3OO  P« 
IS  X  13  X  l"l/2.     Co.    clk.'s  west  vit . ,    1st  fl. 

130.     AOrjTIOI'lAL  BOND  RECORD.   1883-19ll^.     1  v.     1855-71  in 

Administrt: tors'   Record  Bond  ajid  Letters  (and  Petitions  and  Oaths), 
entry  I78;   1872-82  in  Probate  Bonds  and  Letters,    entry  179. 
Copies  of  additional  bonds  of  administrators,    showing  names  of  estate, 
administrator,   bondsmen,    and  witnesses,   amo'unt  and  date  of  bond,   and  date 
of  filing.     Arr.  by  dpte  of  filing.     Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate,     Hdw. 
on  pr.   fm.      575  p.   18  x  13  x  2  l/2.      Co.   elk, ' s  west  vlt.,   1st  fl. 

181.  NEW  BOtlDS  OF  AD'.;iNISTR.aTOHS  AND  EXECUTORS  (Nev  Additional  Bonds 
of  Administrator).   I87U-82.     1  v.     1855-73.   1883—  in  Adminis- 
trators'  Record  Bond  and  Letters  (and  Petitions  and  Oaths), 
entry  I78. 

Copies  of  renewals  of  additional  bonds  of  administrators,    showing  names 
of  estate,    administrator,   bondsmen,    and  witnesses,   c'ate,    amount,   and 
obligations  of  bond,    and  date  of  filing,     krr.   by  date  of  filing.      Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.     Hd.w.  on  pr.   fm.      575  p.   18  x  I3  x  2  1/2,      Co.    elk-.' 
west  vlt. ,    1st  fl, 

182.  PTJBLIC  ADMINISTRATORS'   RECORD,    1885-1935.      1   v.      185^-8U,    1936— 
in  Administrators'  Record   Bond  and  Letters  (and  Petitions  and 
Oaths) ,  flntry  I78. 

Copies  of  public  administrators'  bonds  and  letters,    showing  upmes  of 
estate,   public  administrator,    and  sureties,    date  and   amount  of  bond, 
appointment  and  oath  of  administrator,    letters  of  administration,   and  date 
of  filing,     Arr.   by  date  of  filing.     Indexed    alph.  by  name  of  public 
administrator,     Hd.w.   and  tyi:)ed,      UOO  p.   18  x  I3  x  ?.,      Co.    clk.'s  eastvlt., 
1st  fl. 

183.  GU.^RDIANS'  RECORD  BONDS  ANT-  LET-^ERS  (and  Petitions  and  Oaths), 
1859—.     7  V.    (B-H).     1855-58  in  Administrators'  Record  Bond 
and  Letters  (and  Petitions  and  Oaths),   entry  I78. 

Copies  of  guardians'  petitions,    oaths,   bonds,   and   letters,    s*iowing  names 
of  estate,    guardian,   minor  heirs,   bondsmen,    and  witnesses,    d.'.te,    smount, 
and  oblif^ations  of  bond,    dates  of  oath  and   letters  of  guardianship,    and 
date  of  filing.      Also   contains  Gon;;ervators'  Records  (Petitions),   185'^-7?. 
entry  18U.     Arr.  by  date  of  filing.     Indexed  alph.  by  lume  of  minor, 
1859-1916.   hdw.   on  pr.   fm.;    I917 — ,   hdw.   and  typed  on  pr.   fm.     6OO  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.     V.  B-F.   1859-1926,    co,    clk.'s  west  vlt.,   1st   fl.;   v.   G,   H, 
1927 — .    CO.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st   fl. 


-  164  - 
(iS'Wias)  Probate  Court  - 

Proceedings 


184.      COl-SERVATOHS'   RECORDS   (Petition?;),    1879—.      S  v.    (A,    3). 

1853-7c  in  G-uardians'   llecord  Bonds  and  Letters   (arA  Petitions 

sind  Oeths) ,    entry  183. 
Copies  of  petitions  for  appointment  of  conservator,    showing  names  of  conser- 
vator,   incor.ipetent,    aiKj  county  clerk,    and  dates  of  petition  and  filing, 
Arr.   by  date  of  filing.     Indexed  alph.   by  nsne  of  incor.r>otent.      1379~1913, 
haw.   on  pr.   fm.;    1314 — ,   hdw.   {md  tjrped  on  r>T.    fm.      575  p.    IB  x  13  x  2  1/2. 
Co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  f 1 . 

135.     C0KS2?.VA?CRS'   R2C0FJD   (Oaths,    Bonds,    and  Letters),    1879—. 

2  V.    (A,    5).     1855-73  in  Administrators'   Record  Bonds  and 

Letters   (and  Petitions  and  Oaths),    entry  178. 
Copier,  of  conservators'    oaths,    bonds,    and  letters,    showing  n.-ime3  of  estate, 
conservator,    sureties,    and  witnesses,    sunount  and  date  of  bond,    letters  of 
conservatorship,    aiid  dates  of  letters,    oath,    and  filing  of  bond,     Arr.  by 
date  of  filiiitj-.      IndG:ced  alph.   by  naine  of  estate,     Hdw.    on  pr.   fm.      600  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.     Co,    clk.'s  east  vlt.,   Ist  fl. 

186.  EXECUTORS'    RECORD,    1859—.      3  v.    (A-C)  . 

Copies  of  executors'   petitions,    oaths,    bonds,    and  letters,    showing  names 
of  executor,    estate,    tuid   sureties,    date  ?x.d  amount  of  bond,    datec  of 
publishing  \7ill  and  testament,    oath  of  executor,    letters  testamentary, 
and  date  of  filing.     Arr.   by  date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by  nejie  of 
estate.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      600  p.    18  x  13  x  3.      V.   A,    B,    1859.^1924,    co. 
clk»'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl.;    v.  C,    1924—,    co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Inventories  and  Apprai se- 
men ts   (See  eJLso   entry  175) 

187.  INVEifrORY  RECORD,    1871—.      l;3  v.    (G-R)  .      1845-70  in  Appraise.nent 
Record,    entr^'  190. 

Record  of  ■nininistrr'.tors'    and  executors'    inventories  of  estates,    including 
copartnership  inventories,    1871-33,    1914—,    shor/ing  n?jnes  of  estate  rjid 
administrator  or  executor.    Itemized  list  of  real  and  personal  property, 
rate  of  interest  on  accounts  piiy^'^l^  '^^^  receivable,   name  of  debtor,    and 
dates  of  approval  rjid  filing.     Arr.   by  date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by 
name  of  estate,      lb71-1926,   hdw.    on  pr.    fn. ;    19.17—,   hdv7.    and  t:.^,/ed  on 
pr.    fn.      600  p.    18  x  13  x  3.     V.    G-N,    1871-1926,    co.    clk.'s  west  vlt., 
1st  fl.;    V.   0-R,    1927 — ,    co.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

188.  GUABDIAi'JS'    I HVENTORY  RECORD,    1871 2  v.    (l,   M) .      1845-70 

in  Ap])raisenent  Record,    entry  190. 

Record  of  guardians'    and  conservators'    inventories  of  estates,    showing 
ntimes  of  estate  aiid  guardian  or  conservator,    itemized  lists  of   chattels 
and  reeil  estate,    notes  and  accoxmts  pa^yable  jind  receivable,    and  dates  of 
ai'proval  and  filing.     Arr,   by  date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph,   by  nsiae  of 
guardian  or  minor.      1871-1923,   hdw,    on  pr.    fr.i. ;    1924—,    tj'ped  on  pr.   fm. 
600  p.    13  X  13  X  3.     V.   I,    lo71.,1923,    co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl.; 
V.   1.1,    192^1 — ,    CO.    clk.'s  east  vlt,,    1st  fl. 


-  165  - 
Protate  Court  -  (189-192) 

Proceedings 


189.  COPABTIJEESHIP  INVENTORY  AND   APPRAISEJffi^  3EC0PX,    1889-1913.      1  v. 
Record  of  inventory  and  appraisement  of  estates  of  deceased  partners, 
showing  description  and  valxoation  of  chattels,   notes,    accoiints,    c?sh  on 
hand,   oaths  and  names  of  appraiser,    appraisement  bill,   sjid  date  of  filing. 
Arr.   by  date  of  filing.      Indexed   alph.   by  name  of  deceased,  partner.     HdTr. 
on  pr.   fm.      300  p.   IS  x  13  x  2  l/2.     Co.    elk. 's  f^est  vlt..    1st   fl. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records  of  copartnership  appraisements,  see 
entry  190;  for  prior  and  subsequent  recordsof  copartnership  inventories, 
see  entry  187. 

190.  APPRAISEMENT  PJ:C0RD,  18^5—.  lU  v.  (E,  C-F.  &,  18U5-82;  U,  1872- 
82;  H-N,  IS72 — ).  Title  varies:  Inventory,  Appraisement  and  Sale 
Record,   v.   C-F,   I8U9-71. 

Record  of  appraisals  of  estates  in  probate  including  copartnership  appraise- 
ments,   I8U5-88,    191^^ — ,    showing  names   of  estate,    appraiser,    widow,    and 
minor  heirs,    court  order  appointing  appraiser,    dates  of  oath  and  acknowl- 
edgment,   itemized   statement,    value  of  real  and  personal  property,    to^aJ. 
value,    and   amounts  allowed  widow  andv  minor  children.      Also   contains  Inventory 
Record,    ISU5-7O,    entry  187;    Guardi.ans'    Inventory  Record,    I8U5-7O,    entry 
188;    Sale  Record  Personal  Property,    I8U5-7O,    entry  I95.     Arr.   by  date  of 
appraisement.      Indexed  alph,   by  name  of  estate.     1845-1918,   hdw.  on  pr.   fo.; 
19i9— ,   hdv.   ajid   tj/ped  on  pr.   fm.      6OO  p.   18  x  I3  x  3,     V.   L,    C-F,   ^,    U, 
H-K,   ISU5-I9IS,    CO.    elk. 's  west  vlt.,    1st  fl.;    v.   L-N,   1919—,    co.    elk. '  s 
east  vlt. ,    1st  fl. 

Widows'   Re 1 i nq ui shmen t 
and  Selection 

191.  WILOTTS'  RELINQUISHMENT  AND  SELECTION  RECORD,  I878-I93U.  3  v.  (1, 
2,   B).     1837-77,   1935—  in  Probate  Court  Record,    entry  175. 

Record  of  widows'    relinquishments   and   selections,    sho-"ing  names  of   deceased, 
widow,   and  appraiser,    itemized   list  of  articles  appraised,   value  of  widow's 
award,   personal  property  selected,    and   date  of  filing.      Arr.   by  d^te  of 
filing.      Indexed  alwh.   by  name   of  d.eceased.      1873-1909,    hdw.   on  pr.    fm,; 
I9IO-3U,   hdw.    and  t^/red  on  pr.   fm.     575  p.   IS  x  13  x  2  l/2.     V.   1,    2,   I878- 
1909,    CO.    elk. 's  west  vlt.,    1st   fl.;    v.   B,    I91O-3U,    eo.    clk.'s   east  vlt., 
1st   fl. 

Petitions.   Eecrees. 
Reports  of   Sale 

192.  SALE  OF  RE.^  ESTATE,   18ob-190U.      3  v.    (A,   B,   E) .     Title  varies: 
Record  of  Tecrees,   v.    A.    lSb6-73;   Decree   to   Sell  Real  Estate   to 
Pay  Debts,   v.   B,    1879-89.     IS37-65,    1905—  in  Probate  Court 
Record,    entry  175* 

Record  of   decrees  and  bonds  for   sale  of   real   estate   to  pay  debts,    sho'-ing 
names  of  estate,   petitioner,   and  administrative  officer,   legal  description 
of  property,    and  dates  of   sale,    report    to   co-art,    and  filing.      Also   contains 
Petitions  and  Eecrees   to   Sell   Real  Estate,    1Sqo-73.    1?92-19CU, _entry  193; 
Proceedings  on  Guardians'   Petition  for  Sale  of  Real  Estate,   15bb-73i 
I899-I90U.    entry  I9U.      Arr.   by  date  of   sale.      Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.      18b6-S9,   hd'.v.   on  pr.    fm.;    1890-190U,    hd"'.      UOO  p.   18  i  13  x  2. 
Co.    clk.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


-  166  - 
(193-196)  Probate  Court  - 

Proceedings 


193.  PEnnOIIS  AND  DECRIES  TO  SELL  RE/.L  ESIl^iTE,  1874-91. 

2  V.  (A,  1874-82;  B,  1878-91).   Title  varies:  Proceedings  on 
Petitions  to  Sell  Beal  Estate,  v.  A,  1874-82.   1837-65,  1905— 
in  Probate  Court  Record,  entry  175;  1866-73,  1892-1904  in  Sale 
of  Peal  Estate,  entry  192. 
Copies  of  petitions  of  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  debts, 
shovdng  nanes  of  administrator  and  estate,  description  of  property,  date 
and  amount  of  sale,  report  to  court,  and  date  of  filing.   Voluir.e  A  contains 
no  entries  from  1878  to  1881.  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   425  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  west 
vlt.,  1st  fl, 

194.  PROCEEBIliGS  OK  GUARDIAi-:S'  PETITIOII  PXDE  SALE  OF  REkL  ESTATE,  1874-98. 
1  V,   1837-65,  1905—  in  Probate  Court  Record,  entry  175.   1866-73, 
1899-1904  in  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  entry  192. 

Copies  of  guardians'  petitions  for  sale  of  real  estate  to  pcy  debts,  show- 
ing court  term,  names  of  deceased,  guardian,  and  minor  heirs,  description  of 
property,  terms,  and  date  of  sale.  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  guardian.  Hdw,  on  '^r.  ffe.   575  p.  18  x  13  x  2  l/2.   Co.  c;i,lc,'s 
west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

195.  SALE  RECORD  PERSONAL  PROPERTY,  1871-1935.   4  v.  (G,  H,  1,  2). 
1837-44,  1936—  in  Probf-te  Court  Record,  entry  175.   1845-70 
in  Appraisement  Record,  entry  190. 

Record  of  public  and  ^rivatc  sales  of  'ersoncl  proerty  of  estates,  shovdng 
names  of  estate,  petitioner,  and  purchaser,  itorized  list  of  articles  sold, 
date  and  amount  of  sale,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Index- 
ed alph.  by  nam.e  of  estate.   1371-1901,  hdw.  on  '^r.  fm. ;  1902-35,  hdw.  and 
typed  on  nr.  fm.   500  p.  18  x  13  x  2  l/2.   V.  G,  H,  1871-1901,  co.  clk.'s 
west  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  V.  1,  2,  1902-35,  co.  clk.'s  cast  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Reports,  Current  and 
flnr.l  Accounts  (.See  also 
entry  T7T} 

196.  GUARDIAJ;S'  REPORT  RECORD,  1858—.   13  v.  (A-M). 

Record  of  guardians'  and  conservators'  reports,  shcvring  names  of  estate, 
guardian  or  conservator,  and  minor  heirs,  items  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, names  of  pa;'er  or  recipient,  total  amounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursements,  balance  due  heirs,  and  dates  of  report  and  filing.  Arr,  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  guardian  and  conservator.   1858- 
1927,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1928 — ,  hdv/.  and  typed  on  pr,  fin.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  5. 
V.  A-J,  1858-1927,  co.  clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  n,;\.   K-H,  1928—,  co.  clk.'s 
east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


-  167  - 
Pro"bate  Gnurt  -  (197-201) 

Di^ckets 


197,  AIMIIHSTIUTORS'    (Report)   EBCORD,    1871—,      7  v.    (a,    1871-84; 
D-I,   1383-—).     Title  varies:  Report  Hecc-d,   v.  A,   1871-84, 
D-r,   1883-1930. 

Copies  of  reports  of  administrators  and  executors,    showing;  najnes  of  estate, 
administrator,   and  execvitor,    items  and  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements, 
names  of  payee  and  payer,   recapitulation,   and  date  of  report,     Arr.  by  date 
of  receipts  or  disbursements.     Indexed  alph,   by  name  of  estate.      1871-1930, 
hdw,   on  pr,   fn,;   1931 — ,   hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.   fm,     600  p.   18  x  13  x  3, 
V.  A,  D-r,    1871-1930,    co.   elk, » s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl,;   v,  G-I ,   1931 — ,   co. 
elk. ' s  east  vlt,,   1st  fl, 

198,  PROBATE  SETT LlilEHT S ,    1853-84.      3  v,    (A-C).      1837-52,   1885—  in 
Probate  Court  Record,    entry  175. 

Record  of  final  settlements  of  estates,    shoTTing  names  of  estate,   adminis- 
trator,  guardian,   and  executor  or  conservator,    inventory  of  estate,   item- 
ized list  of  chattels,   appraised  value,   amount  of  widow's  award,   balance  of 
estate,   and  date  of  filing,     Arr,  by  date  of  filing.     Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  estate,^.  Hdw,   400  p,   18  x  12  x  2,     V,  A,   1853-63,   jurors'    north  rm,, 
2nd  fl,;   v.  B,    C,    1864-84,    co.   clk.'s  west  vlt,,    1st  fl. 

199,  lilSOLVENT  ESTATE  RECORD,   1883-1911,     1  v,      1837-82,    1912—  in 
Probate  Court  Record,    entry  175, 

Record  of  insolvent  estates,    showing  administrator's  report  on  assets  and 
liabilities  of  estate,    inventory  and  appraisement   of  estate,   description 
of  property,   and  date  of  filing.     Arr,   by  date  of  filing.     Indexed  alph, 
by  name  of  estate.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm,     585  p.   18  x  13  x  2   I/2,     Co,    clk,'s 
east  vlt,,    1st  fl. 


Dockets 

200.  TRANSFER  JUDG-E'S  PROBATE  DOCKET,   1359—.     18  v,    (l  not   labeled, 
D-I,   I,  J,  J-M,   4  not  labeled,   3);   1  bdl.     Title  varies:   Probate 
Judge's  Docket,    1  not   labeled,   v.  D-I,   I,  J,  J-M,   1859-1915. 

Probate  judge's  transfer  docket   shordng  case  number,   names  of  claimant, 
estate,   and  attorneys,    t;rpe  of  action,    summary  of  case,   and  dates  of  pro- 
ceedings.    Also   contains   Iniicritance  Tax  Docket,    1895-1913,    1929—, 
entry  168;   Transfer  General  Docket,    1859-1928,   entry  201;  Estate  Docket, 
1870-74,    1921 — ,   entry  203;   Guardians'    Docket,    1894 — ,    entrjr  204. 
1859-1915,    arr,  by  case  no,;    1916—,   arr,  by  date  of  proceedings,     Ko  in- 
dex.     1859-1935,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;    1935—,  hdw.     V.   600  p.,  18  x  13  x  3 
-  16  X  12  X  3;  bdl.   7x5x1.     Co.   cUr.'s  west  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

201,  TRAIISPER  GENERAL  DOCKET,   1929—,     1  v.     1859-1928  in  Transfer 
Judge's  Probate  Docket,    entry  200, 

General  transfer  docket    of  probate  proceedings,    showing  names  of  estate, 
administrator,    executor,   guardian  or  conservator,    sureties,   widow,   ajid 
heirs,   dates  of  letters,   amoiont  of  bond,   amounts  and  dates  of  filing  of 
inventory  and  sale  bill,   and  approval  of  court.     Arr.   alph.   by  name  of 
estate.     No  index.     Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,     200  p,  9  x  18  x  1,     Co.    clk,'s 
east  vlt,,    1st  fl. 


-  168  - 

(202-206)  Probate   Ooiirt  - 

Foe  Books 


202,  ESTATE  CL/UM  DOCKET,  1929—,  2  v,  (1,  2), 
Docket  of  claii:is  filed  against  estates,  showing  nanes  of  estate  and 
claimant,  amount,  date,  and  nature  of  claim,  notices,  and  court  orders. 
Arr,  by  date  of  claim.   Indexed  alph,  by  na-no  of  estate,  Kdv;,  under  pr, 
hdcs,  600  p.  18  X  13  X  3,   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

205.  ES'I'ATE  DOCKET,  1859-69,  1875-1920,   5  v.  (1  not  lettered, 

A-D),  1849-58  in  Guardians'  Docket,  entry  204;  1870-74,  1921— 
in  Transfer  Judge's  Probate  Docket,  entry  200, 
Docket  of  proceodings  of  estates  in  probate,  shov/ing  names  of  estate, 
administrctive  officer,  widov;,  and  heirs,  dates  of  letters,  date  and 
amount  of  bond,  amount  of  claims  allowed,  and  court  orders.  ■'Vr,  by  date 
of  filing  of  case.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate,  Ildw,  under  pr.  hd^s. 
600  p,  18  X  13  X  3,   Co,  clk.'s  west  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

204.  GUAKDIAJJS'  DOCKET,  1849-93.   3  v,  (1,  A,  B).   189.^—  in  Transfer 
Judge's  Probate  Docket,  entry  200, 
Docket  of  proceedings  in  guardian  and  conservator  cases,  showing  names  of 
estate,  and  guardian  or  conservator,  names  and  ages  of  wards,  dates  of 
letters,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  namos  of  sureties,  abstract  of  proceed- 
ings, and  court  orders.  Also  contains  Estate  Docket,  1849-58,  entry  203, 
Arr,  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  narno  of  guardian,  Hdw, 
under  pr,  hdgs.  400  p.  10  x  12  x  2,  Co,  clk.'s  west  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Fee  Books 

205,  ACMHIISTRATOIS'  (and  Executors')  FEE  BOOK,  1859—,   9  v,  (A-l), 
Title  varies:  Probate  Fee  Book,  v.  A,  C,  1859-94,  v,  E,  1909-11 j 
Administrators'  and  Executors'  Fee  Book,  v,  D,  1895-1908, 

Lodger  of  fees  received  in  administrators'  and  executors'  cases,  shov.'ing 
names  of  estate,  administrator,  and  executor,  court  costs,  iters  of  fees 
charged,  dates,  and  total  amounts  of  fees.  Also  contains  Insane  Fee  Book, 
1879-93,  entry  163;  Conservators'  and  Guardians'  Fee  Book,  1859-G4,  1879-9->, 
entry  206,  Ait,  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alr^h,  by  name  of  estate,  Hdw, 
under  pr.  hdf,s,  600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  V,  A-G,  1859-1929,  co,  clk.'s  west 
vlt.,  1st  fl.j  V,  II,  I,  1930--,  CO,  clk,'s  east  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

206,  CONSERVATORS'  AND  GUARDIANS'  FEE  BOOK,  1865-78,  1894—. 

4  V,  (B,  D-F),  Title  varies j  Guardians'  Foe  Book,  v,  B,  1865-78, 
1859-64,  1879-93  in  Administrators'  (arid  Executors')  Fee  Book, 
entry  205, 
Ledger  of  fees  received  in  conservators'  and  guardians'  cases,  shov.'ing 
names  of  incompetent's  or  minor's  estate,  conservator  or  guardian,  items 
of  costs  and  feos,  and  dates  and  total  amounts  of  fees  charged.  Also 
contains  Insane  Fee  Book,  1865-78,  1894,  1912—,  entry  163,  Arr,  by 
date  of  case.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  gucrdian  or  conservator.  Kdw, 
under  pr,  hdgs,  500  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  V,  B,  1865-78,  jurors'  north  rm,, 
2nd  fl,;  V,  D,  1894-1911,  co.  clk.'s  west  vlt,,  1st  fl.-  v,  E,  ■•,  i:}12— , 
CO.  clk.'s  ijast  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


-  169  - 

Pro'bate  Court  -  (207) 

Probate  Accounts 


Pro'bate  Acco\ints 

207.     PROBATE  LEDGES,   1856-72.      1  v. 
Ledger  of  debits  and  credits  of  estates,    showing  names  of  estate  and 
administrative  officer,   reference  to  130011  and  pages  of  report,    and 
amounts  of  debits  and  credits.      Arr.   by  d.ate  of  transp.ction.      Indexed 
alph.   by  name  of  estate.      Hdw.   ■under  pr.   hdgs.      kOQ  p.   IS  x  12  x  2.      Co. 
elk. 's  west  vlt.,   1st  fl. 


(Fext  entry  208,  p.  176) 


VI,  CIRCUIT  COURT 

Bie  circuit  covirt  has  o^i^Tinal  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law  and 
equity  and  acts  as  a  court  of  apo'3als  in  probate  niatters  and  causes  cog- 
nizable by  the  cour.ty  court  and  justices  of  the  peace t^   In  addition,  it 
is  one  of  the  oourts  capable  of  exercising  naturalization  jurisdiction  ac- 
cording to  Federal  statutes. 2 

Ythen  Franklia  County  vms  created  on  January  2,  1818  the  circuit  court 
-.vas  held  by  the  justices  of  the  territorial  Supreme  Court, 3  Ten  days  later 
this  law  was  repealed  and  the  circuit  court  vws  required  to  be  held  by  a 
circuit  jud/;e,  appointed  by  the  territorial  Governor #4  Upon  admission  of 
Illinois  to  the  Union,  the  circuit  court  was  held  by  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court. '^  Later,  provision  v/as  riade  for  the  appointrent  by  both 
branches  of  tho  General  Assonibly  of  separate  circuit  jud.-es,  to  hold  office 
during  ^ood  behavior. S  In  1827  an  act  repealed  this  provision  and  provided 
that  circuit  courts  be  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices.*^  In  1835  the  judici- 
ary was  reorganized  and  a  circuit  judge  viras  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  the  district  serving  Franklin  County.  All  of  the  lav/s  requiring 
Supreme  Court  justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  '/rare  repealed  by  this  legisla- 
tion.8  The  new  plan  of  organization  was  only  in  effect  for  a  brief  period 
of  six  years,  for  in  1841  addil-ional  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
were  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  the  general  Assembly,  which  justices,  to- 
gether with  the  other  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  the  circuit  courts. 9 
Then  in  1849  another  chanre  v/as  n»de  in  accordance  with  the  second  constitu- 
tion which  provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by  the  judicial  dis- 
trict electorate, 10  The  constitution  of  1870  altered  the  circuit  districts 
and  established  population  requ:lrements  for  counties  that  may  comprise  a 
circuit, 11  From  1849  to  the  present  the  circuit  judges  have  been  elected 
officers  of  the  judicial  district  electorate.   The  second  circuit  is  mad.o 
up  of  t'/relvc  counties  one  of  which  is  Franklin.  12 


1.  Const,  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec,  12j  L.  1871-72,  p,  109;  R,S.  1374,  p.  b44} 
L,  1895,  p.  139;  L.  1952,  p,'638;  L,  19.35,  p,  i. 

2.  2  U.S.  Stat.  155;  U.S.R.S,  1780-1874,  p.  378-80;  34  U.S.  Stat.  596;  37 
U.S.  Stat.  737;  44  U.S.  Stat.  709.  Circuit  courts  still  retain 
naturalization  jurisdiction  but  do  not  exorcise  it  wiisrt  U.S.  District 
Courts  are  convenient. 

3.  Nathaniel  Pope,  od.,  Luv/s  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  333-43. 

4.  Laws  of  Illinois  Te r rTEcFyTBTT-l (^ ,  p.  P2. 

5.  Const.  "iFlB,  Art.  IV,  soc.  4. 

6.  L.  1824,  p.  41. 

7.  R.L,  1827,  p.  118. 

8.  L.  1835,  p.  150,151. 

9.  L,  1341,  p.  173;  R.S.  1845,  p.  143. 

10.  Const,  1848,  Art.  V,  sec,  7,15, 

11.  Const,  1870,  Art,  VI,  soc.  13, 

12.  L.  1933,  p.  43G. 
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Three  circuit  judges  who  serve  for  six-year  terms  are  elected  for 
the  district.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  each  circuit 
judge  is  required  to  subscribe  to  an  ©ath  which  he  files  v/ith  the  Secretary 
of  State,   In  1835  the  salary  of  the  circuit  judge  was  $750  per  annum, 2 

The  Constitution  of  1870  fixed  the  salary  at  V'3»000  until  otherwise 
provided  by  law.   The  compensation  of  the  judges  has  undergone  many 
modifications  over  a  period  of  time,  the  tendency  being  toward  increases 
rather  than  decreases.  Some  of  the  recent  changes  have  been:  for  judges 
elected  from  1919  to  1925,  $6,400j^  for  thft  period  from  192b  to  1933, 
18,000;  after  the  first  Monday  in  June  1933  it  was  $7,200;^  then  in  1939 
it  was  again  increased  to  $8,000,   The  salaries  are  paid  from  the  state 
treasury. 

The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests  are  hold  before  this 
court.  Jurisdiction  is  granted  to  the  court  to  hear  and  determine  con- 
tests of  the  election  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  judges  of  the  circuit 
court,  and  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization)  but  no  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  is  allowed  to  sit  upon  the  hearing  of  any  case  in  which  he 
is  a  party.   The  circuit  court  also  hears  and  detennines  the  election 
contests  of  some  of  the  local  and  county  offices.  These  include  contests 
of  judge  of  the  county  court,  mayors  of  cities,  president  of  the  county 
board,  presidents  of  villages,  elections  in  reference  to  removal  of  county 
seats  and  in  reference  to  any  other  subject  which  may  be  submitted  to  the 
vote  of  the  people  of  the  county.  The  circuit  court  has  concurrent  juris- 
diction with  the  county  court  in  cases  of  contested  elections  under  the 
latter*s  jurisdiction. 

Included  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  are  also  appeals 
from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission's  rules,  regulations,  orders,  or 
decisions.  Such  appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court  serving  Frank- 
lin County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is  situated  in  this 
county.  The  appeal  may  be  heard  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  reasonable- 
ness or  lawfulness  of  the  rule,  regulation,  order,  or  decision  inquired 
into  and  determined. 


1,  Const,  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec,  12;  L,  1933,  p,  436, 

2,  L,  1835,  p,  167, 


3,  Const,  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec,  16, 

4,  L,  1919,  p,  553,554, 

5,  L,  1925,  p,  400,  L,  1931,  p.  148, 

6,  L,  1933,  p,  321, 

7,  L,  1937,  p.  189,606;  effeetive  in  1939, 

8,  L.  1899,  p,  152, 

9,  L,  1871-72,  p,  396i  L,  1895,  p,  170, 
10,  L,  1S21,  p,  742,743, 


-  172  - 

Circuit  Court 


To  expedite  the  handling  of  litigation,  a  branch  circuit  court  nay 
be  held  at  the  same  tine  that  the  main  or  regular  circuit  court  for 
Franklin  County  is  in  session,  A  branch  court  is  held  by  any  circuit 
judge  of  this  circuit  or  by  a  judge  of  any  other  circuit  called  in  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding  notions  and  settling  the  issues  in  any  or 
all  causes  pending  in  the  circuit  court,  and  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
chancery  causes  and  cases  at  law  iidiich  are  pending  in  such  court  for  that 
term.   Tlie  presiding  judge  of  the  nain  circuit  court  assigns  to  the  branch 
court  as  nany  of  the  law  and  chancerj'  oases  as  the  presiding  judge  of  the 
branch  court  mil  possibly  have  time  to  hear,-'- 

Also,  to  aid  in  the  speedy  administration  of  justice,  the  judges, 
or  tlie  majority  of  them,  may  by  an  order  entered  of  record  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  dispense  with  either  or  both  the  grand 
and  petit  juries  for  any  term  or  part  of  term  of  the  circuit  court,  and 
may  designate  what  term  or  portion  thereof  shall  be  devoted  to  criminal 
business,  and  v/hat  tern  or  portion  thereof  to  civil  business.^ 

Each  of  the  three  judpres  of  the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  official  shorthand  reporter.   This  appointee  is  required  to  be 
skilled  in  verbatim  reporting  and  is  not  allov/ed  to  hold  more  than  one 
such  official  appointment,   T!ie  appointment  is  in  writing  and  is  required 
to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts.   The  report- 
er holds  office  until  his  appointment  is  revoked  by  the  appointing  judge 
or  until  the  termination  of  the  judge's  term,  Ylhcn   the  official  reporter 
is  absent  or  disabled,  the  presiding  judge  nay  appoint  any  other  competent 
reporter  to  act  during  such  absence  or  disability.   The  substitute  is  -Taid 
for  his  services  by  the  official  reporter,   Tlie  reporter  causes  full  steno- 
graphic notes  of  the  evidence  in  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be  taken 
down  and  transcripts  of  the  same  to  be  correctly  mado  if  desired  by  either 
party  to  the  suit,  their  attorneys,  or  the  judge  of  the  court.  Each  of 
the  reporters  receives  and  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  an  annual 
salary  of  $5,240,   The  salaries  are  paid  out  monthly  on  the  warrant  of 
the  auditor  of  public  accounts.^ 

The  probation  officer  for  adult  probationers  is  an  appointee  of  the 
circuit  court.   His  services  extend  throughout  the  county.  Courts  ex- 
ercising criminal  or  quasi-criminal  jurisdiction  are  given  pcwcr  to  re- 
lease on  probation,  adult  or  juvenile  offenders  found  guilty  of  commit- 
ting certain  specified  offenses.^  In  the  performance  of  his  prescribed 


1.  L,  1873-74^  p.  82,33;  L,  1905,  p.  146, 

2.  L.  1835,  p.  167,168;  L,  1933,  p,  441,442. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  463,464. 

4.  rrT911,  p.  280. 

5.  Ibid.,  p,  277. 
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duties  the  probation  officer  principally  serves  the  county  and  circuit 
courts.  Hcis  required  to  give  bond  as  determined  by  the  circuit  court 
in  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  and  is  subject  to  the  rules  of  and  removal 
by  the  appointing  court,   Franklin  County  has  two  probation  officers 
under  the  law  of  1915,  providing  for  one  such  officer  for  each  fifty  thou- 
sand, or  fraction  thereof,  of  population. 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate  determined  by  the 
county  board.   In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  is  required  to  inves- 
tigate the  cases  of  defendants  requesting  probation;  notify  the  court  of 
previous  conviction  or  probation;  make  reports  to  the  respective  courts; 
keep  a  set  of  records  as  describcxi  below;  take  charge  of,  and  watch  over 
all  persons  placed  on  probation  in  his  county,  and  all  probationers  moving 
from  another  county  into  his  county.  He  is  also  required  to  notify  pro- 
bation officers  in  other  counties  of  any  probationers  under  his  super- 
vision who  may  move  into  those  counties. 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the  courts  are  kept  by 
the  clerk  in  the  respective  cases.  The  courts'  probation  records  include 
orders  granting  or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers'  bonds, 
the  reports  of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and  discharge  of  probation- 
ers. 

The  probation  officer  is  required  to  keep  complete  accurate  records 
of  investigated  persons,  the  action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent  his- 
tory of  probationers.  These  are  not  public  records  but  are  open  to  in- 
spection by  any  judge  or  any  probation  officer  pursuant  to  a  court  order. 

Unlike  the  judges  of  the  ..circuit  court  who  are  elected  by  the  judicial 
district  electorate,  the  clerk  of  this  court  is  elected  by  the  county  elec- 
torate.  This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  circuit 
court  of  Franklin  County  and  files  and  preserves  its  records  as  well  as 
those  of  the  branch  circuit  courts,^  He  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor 
and  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  gives  bond  with  sureties 
which  are  approved  by  any  two  of  the  judges  of  the  court.  His  bond  is  giv- 
en in  the  sum  of  not  less  than  $5,000  as  agreed  upon  by  the  judges.  The 
oath  to  which  he  subscribes  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State,   If  a 
•■Tacancy  occurs  in  this  office  and  the  unexpired  term  does  not  exceed  one 
year,  the  court  is  required  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment  of  a  clerk 
pro  tempore.   The  appointee  is  then  required  to  qualify  for  office  in  the 


1,  L,  1911,  p,  280,281;  L,  1915,  p,  380,381, 

2,  Ibid,,  p,  380,  School  cecsus  to  be  basis  for  determining  population, 

3,  L,  1911,  p,  281,282}  L,  1915,  p,  381,382. 

4,  L.  1911,  p,  277-84;  L.  1915,  p,  378-84, 

5,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  7,21,29;  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8, 

6,  L,  1905,  p,  147, 

7,  R»S,  1874,  p,  260, 
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same  manner  as  the  regularly  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.   When 
the  appointment  is  made,  the  court  notifies  the  Governor  of  the  filled 
vacancy.  The  Governor  in  turn,  as  soon  as  practicahle,  issues  a  writ  of 
election  for  the  circuit  court  clerk. ^ 

Uider  the  first  constitution  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  was  ro- 
quirod  to  bo  appointed  by  the  circuit  judge. ^  He  kept  a  record  of  ell  tho 
oaths  that  he  administered  and  certified  a  copy  annuelly  to  the  Secretary 
of  Str.to.*^  The  clork  preserved  a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and 
determinations  of  tho  court  of  which  he  was  clerk. "^  At  each  term  of  the 
circuit  court,  tho  clork  inquired  into  the  condition  and  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  ?Jid  was  required  to  sec  that  ?11  prisoners  wore  humpxiely  treated. 5 
This  authority  was  in  letcr  years,  nnd  is  at  present,  delegated  to  tho  cir- 
cuit court, ^  One  of  the  early  requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the  clork 
of  the  circuit  court  to  reside  nepj.-  the  county  sent  in  order  th?.t  he  could 
attend  to  his  duties  daily.   In  the  event  that  it  were  not  possible  for 
him  to  be  in  daily  attendence,  the  presiding  judge  was  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy.''' The  Constitution  of  1848  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  an 
elective  officer  of  the  county  with  a  four-year  term.  This  arrangement 
has  continued  until  the  present.^ 

The  clerk  is  n.blo  to  perform  the  several  duties  of  his  office  with 
the  aid  of  his  staff  which  consists  of  assistants  pjid  deputy  clerks  who 
are  ^'ppointed  by  him  in  a  number  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court, 9 
This  order  is  entered  as  of  record  ejid  tho  compensr.tion  of  such  assist- 
ants and  deputies  is  set  by  the  county  bo"Td.l^ 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit  court  are  the 
followingt-^^ 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
court  with  plph-^betic-l  indexes  by  parties.  Proceedings 


1.  L.  1873-74,  p.  95, 

2.  Const,  1818,  Art,  IV,  sec,  6;  R,L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.S.  1845,  p.  146, 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  349. 

4.  R,L,  1829,  p.  44;  H.L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.S.  1845,  p.  147, 

5.  R,i.  1827,  p.  248. 

6.  R.S.  1874,  p,  616;  L.  1923,  p.  424, 

7.  R.L.  1829,  p.  35. 

8.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  29;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec,  9;, 

9.  L,  1831,  p.  49;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9, 

10,  Ibid. 

11.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  gr?-jit5  ruthority  to   the  circuit  court, 
subject   to  rules  promulgated  by   the  Supreme  Court  rnd  not  inconsist- 
ent with  st-^.tutory  requirements,   to  make  such  rules  as   tliey  mny  deem 
expedient,    regulr.ting  dockets  rjid  calendpxs  of  said  court  (L.  1933, 
p,    786). 
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are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  designated  by  law, 
or  when  the  court  at  the  motion  and  assumption  of  expense 
by  one  cf  the  parties,  sc  orders.  In  practice,  from  an 
early  date  the  court  record  has  been  broken  down  into 
segregated  types  of  proceedings  and  judgments, 

2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Becords"  and  "Defendant- 
Plaintiff  Index  to  Court  Recordsi"  intended  to  be  separate 
records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single  volume  with  the 
two  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the  order 
they  are  commenced, 

4.  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  volume  for 

the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.  In  practice, 
an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  independently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's  judge's  and 
bar  docket.  In  practice  the  bar  docket  has  tended  to  drop 
out  of  use. 

6.  A  fee  book  in  ^ich  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered  under 
the  proper  title  of  the  case.  In  practice,  separate  series 
of  volumes  are  maintained  under  such  titles  of  causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices',  city, 
and  foreign  courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of  judg- 
ments for  liens,  etc.,  from  the  former.  Separate  well-bound 
books  are  required  to  be  kept  for  each  city  court,  These 
books  are  to  contain  an  alphabetical  docket  of  all  judgment 
decrees  rendered  in  the  city  court.  They  also  provide  for 
entry  of  data  relating  to  the  filing  of  the  transcript  with 
the  corresponding  number  of  the  transcript. 

8.  Naturalization  proceedings  from  petitions  to  final  certifi- 
cates; Federal  statutes  allow  the  circuit  court  to  exercise 
jurisdiction. 

9.  Reports  to  the  court  from  its  designated  masters  in  chancery, 
the  state's  attorney,  and  the  coroner's  inquest  jui-ies. 

10.  Jury  venires,  summonses,  certificates,  etc. 

11.  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determinations. 
These  documents  arc  of  particular  importance  because  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread 
on  court  record. 

12.  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail,  containing 
a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custodj',  showing  causes  cf 
commitment  and  names  of  persons  by  whom  committed. 


1.  R.S.   1874,   p.   347;   L.   1901,   p.   136,137, 

2.  R.L.   1827,   p.   217;   R.S.    1845,   p.    323-26,414,418,419,51^  L.   1865,   p.   79, 
30;   R.S.   1874,   p.   262,263,339,616;   L.   1895,   p.    217;   L.   1933,    p.   442,678; 
2  U.S.    Stat.   153-55;   U.S.R.S.    1789-1374,   p.   378-80;    34  U.S.    Stat. 
596-607,709,710;    45  U.S.    Stat.   1514,1515. 
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General  Indexes 

208,  II'DEX  TO  COIRT  RECORDS  -  FLUIITIFF  Ai'D  DEF^l.'DAIT,  1842—. 
28  V.  (A-E,  1-9,  plaintiff;  A-E,  1-9,  defendant). 

Index  to  (Circuit  Court  Papers),  entry  212;  Court  Files  of  Delinquent 
Corporatior.s,  entrj'  213;  Circuit  Cov;rt  Records  -  Comron  Law,  entry  214; 
Circuit  Court  Records  -  C>.anccry,  entrj'  215;  Circuit  Court  Records  - 
Criirinal  Law,  entry  216;  Circ\-:t  Court  Records,  cr.trrj   217;  Confession 
of  Judf,rcnt  in  Vacation,  entry  219;  !^iscclla:eous  File  (Bonds),  entry 
249;  Certiorari  Bonds,  entry  253.  Arr.  r.lph.  by  noi'cs  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  Kdw.  vnder  pr.  hdf-;s,   600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,   Cir.  clh. 's 
south  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

209.  Iia)E>I  TO  JUDC-?i;i!TS  (Decrees  and  Executions),  1863—. 
3  V.  (1-3). 

Index  to  jud'-r.ents,  decrees,  ond  exec''tior.s  recorded  in  (Circuit  Court 
Papers),  entry  212;  Circuit  Court  Records  -  Cori  on  Law,  entry  214;  Circuit 
Court  Records  -  Chancerj',  entry  215;  Circuit  Court  Records,  entry  217; 
Confession  of  Judgment  in  Vacation,  entry  219;  Judr-rent  and  Execution 
Dcclcet,  entrj'  235;  and  Judr:irent  Docket,  entry  237,  shc./ipn;  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  date  and  amount  of  judfiinent,  reference  to  book  and 
par^e  of  entry,  file  box  nur.ber,  and  date  of  satisfaction.  Arr.  alph.  by 
nasae  of  person  ai^ainst  whor.  judfrrpent  is  entered,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hd^s, 
575  p,  18  X  12  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  south  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

210.  IKCEX  TO  DECREE  CF  DI'vCRCE  RECORDS,  1870—.   1  v.  (l). 

Index  to  decrees  of  divorces  as  shcv.T.  in  (Circuit  Court  Papers),  entry  212; 
Circuit  Court  Records  -  Chancery,  entry  215;  and  Circuit  Court  Records, 
entry  217,  showinrr  narres  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  reference  to  file  box 
number,  book  and  pare  of  record,  and  dates  of  filinj;  and  recordin.r;;.  Arr< 
alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff,  Hdvr.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3, 
Cir.  clk.'s  south  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

211,  II.DEX  TO  COURT  RECOIjDS  -  CI-.i:  i;  AL,  ir33— .   1  v,  (l). 

Index  to  cririnal  case  files  in  (Circuit  Court  Papers),  entrj''  212,  nnd 
Circuit  Court  Records  -  Criranal  Law,  entr;-  216,  shcwinp.  nore  of  t'efendai-.t, 
ty~e  of  charge,  ten:,  of  court,  file  box  n'-i/ber,  and  book  and  pape  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph,  by  nair.e  of  defendant.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdfs.   500  p.  IG  x  12  x  Zh, 
Cir.  clk.'s  south  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 


Proceedinfs  of  Court 

212.   (ClI^UIT  COURT  :".J'ERS),  1S42— .   193  f.b.  (1042—); 
1  carton  (1879-1927). 
Orifinal  documents  in  cririnal,  coi.T,-on  law,  and  chancery  casos,  including 
suraronses,  citations,  petitions  for  attachir.ents,  affidavits  of  witnesses, 
writs  of  habeas  corpus,  instructions  to  jury,  bills  for  divorce,  indict- 
ments, pleas,  grand  jury  venires,  petit  J^ry  venires,  defaultc,  jv^d.^nients, 
mechanics'  liens  1395 — ,  personal  liens,  executions,  recof-nizances  bonds, 
and  court  orders.  Also  contains  Transcri-.ts  from  Industrial  Comj-ission 
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of  Illinois  in  Certiorari,    1912-20,    entry  221;   Miscellaneous  File   (Bonds), 
18^2-1915,    entry  2U9;    Appeal  Bonds,    lSU2-iqi5,    entry  25O;    Receivers'   Bonds, 
I8U2-I915,    entry  25I;    Certiorari   Bonds.    1912-lS,    entry  2^3;    and  Coroner's 
Verdicts,    ISU2-I92U,    entry  2bb.      Arr,   by  case  no.      For  index,    see  entry  208; 
for   sep.   index  to   judgments,    I863 — ,    see   entry  209;    fo^   sep.   index  to   divorce 
cases,   I87O — ,    see  entry  210;    for   sep,    index  to   criminal  papers,    1933 — • 
see   entry  211;    for   sep,    index  to   coroner's  verdicts,    I89U-I92U,    see   entry 
265.      Nature  of  recording  varies.      Carton  U  l/2  x  3  l/2  x  9  l/2;    f .t.    5  x 
8  X  10  -  10  X  5  X  29.      1   carton,    I879-I927,   west  wash  rm.,    1st  f 1 . ;    I6I   f.b., 
I8I42-I93O,    cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt..    1st   fl.;    37   f."b.,    1931".    cir.    clk.'s 
off. ,    1st   fl. 

213.      COURT  FILES  OF  DELINQUENT   CORPORATIONS,   I926.      U  f  .-fa. 
Files  of  papers  concerning  dissolved  corporations,    including  summonses, 
certificate  of  mailing,    notice  of  publication,    and  decree   of  the   court. 
Arr.   "by  case  no.     For  index,    see  entry  208.     Hdw.  on  pr.   fm.     10  x  5  x  29. 
Cir.   clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

21U.      CIRCUIT   COURT  RECORDS  -   COMf'ON  LAW,    I87I— .      16  v.    (F-U)  . 
I837-7O  in  Circuit   Court   Records,    entry  217. 
Record  of   common  law  cases,    showing  court    term,    case   number,   names  of 
plaintiff,    defendant,    and  attorneys,   nature  of  action,    and  judgments  and 
court  orders.     Also   contains  Circuit  Court  Records  -  Criminal  Law,   1871-72, 
entry  2l6;    Confession  of  Judgment  in  Vacation,   IS7I-I916,    1920 — ,    entry  219; 
and  Default  Judgment  Docket,    I903 — ,    entry  2'^8.      Arr.   by  date   of  court   orders, 
Indexed 'alph, .by  name  of  plaintiff;    for   sep.   index,    see  entry  208;    for   sep. 
index  to   judgments,    see   entry  209 .      I87I-I917,    hd.w.;    I9I8— ,    typed.      525  P« 
18  X  13  X  2  1/2.     Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

215.  CIRCUIT   COURT  RECORDS  -   CHANCERY,    I87I— .      56  v.    (F-Z,    1-35). 
IS37-7O  in  Circuit  Court  Records,   entry  217. 

Case   records  of  chancery  proceedings,    showing  date,    term  of  court,    names 
of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and   attorneys,    number   and   type  of   case,    decisions, 
and   court   orders.      Arr.   by  date  of   case.     For  index,    see   entry  208;    for   sep, 
index  to   judgments,    see   entry  209;    for   sep.    index  to   divorce   records,    see 
entry  210.      I87I-I906,    hdw.;    190 7-27,    typed  and   hdw.;    1928—,    typed.      625  P. 
18  X  13  X  3.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

216.  CIRCUIT  COURT  RECORDS  -   CRIMINAL  LAW,    1873—.      S  v.    (H-O). 
I837-7O   in  Circuit   Court  Records,    entry  217;    I87I-72  in  Circuit 
Court  Records  -   Common  Law,    entry  2lU, 

Record  of   criminal  proceedings  including  probation  and  parole  record,    show- 
ing term  date,    names  of  defendant   and   attorneys,    case   number,    nature  of 
indictment,    type  of   action,    and   court   orders.      Also   contains  Indictment       ■       " 
Record,    1928—,    entry  218,    and  Recognizance  Record,    1898—,    entry  25U,      Arr. 
by  date  of   court   orders.      Indexed   alph.   by  name  of  defendant;    for   sep.    index, 
I873-I932,    see   entry  208;    for   sep.    index,    1933 — .    see   entry  211.      1873- 
1907,   hdw.;    I9O8— ,    typed.      5OO  p.    18  x  12  x  2  l/2.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt., 
1st   fl. 
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217.  CIRCUIT  COURT  RECORDS,    1337-70.      5  v.    (C,    1637-4o.    C   1,    B  1,    3  2. 
C   2,   C,    1337-70). 

Record  of  common  law,    criminal,    a:id  chrJicerj'  cases,    including  divorce  cases, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    aiid  attorneys,    date,    number,    and  type 
of  case,    court  term,    and  orders  of  court.     Circuit  Court  Records  -  Corjmon 
Law,    entry  214;    Circuti  Court  Records  -  Chancery,    entry  215;    Circuti  Court 
Records  -  Criminal  ^aw,    entry  216,    subsequently  kept   separately.     Arr.   by 
date  of  case.      Indexed  alph.   by  names  of  plaintiff  end.  defendant;    for   sep. 
index,    1842-70,    see  entry  208;    for  index  to  judgments,    1863-70,    see  entry 
209;    for  index  to   decrees  of  divorce,    1870—,    see  entry  210.     Hdw,      625  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.     Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

218.  INDICTtSNT  RECORD,    1373-1927.      23  v.    (A,    1  not  lettered,    C-S,    1873- 
1922;   H,   J,   K,   H,    1913-27).      1923—  in  Circuit  Court  Records  - 
Criminal  Law,    entry  216. 

Record  of  grauid  jury  indictments,    showing  name  of  defendant,    jurors,    witnes- 
ses,   and  state's  attorney,    nature  of  charge,    date  of  hearing,    and  action 
of  grand  jury.     Arr.   by  date  of  hearing.      Indexed  alph.    by  name  of  defend- 
ant.    Hdw.   on  pr.   fra.     450  p.    18  x  13  x  2  1/2.     V.   A,    1  not  lettered,   C-G, 
1873-1912,   jurors'    north  rm. ,    2nd  fl.;    v.   H-S,    1913-22,    cir,    clk.'s  east 
vlt.,    1st  fl.;    V.  H,  J,   K,   H,    1913-27,    east  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl. 

219.  CONFESSION  OF  JUDGlffil^IT  IN  VACATION,    1917-19.      1  v.      1871-1916, 
1920—  in  Circuit  Court  Records  -  Common  Law,    entry  214. 

Record  of  confessions  of  judgments  during  court  vacation,    showing  case 
number,    names  of  plaintiff,    defendaait,    a:id  attorneys,    date  and  amount  of 
judgment,    ajid  judge's  order  of  execution,     Arr.   by  date  of  judgment.     For 
indexes,    see  entries  208,    209.     Hdw.   on  pr.    fm.      580  p.    13  x  18  x  2.      Cir. 
clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


Trajiscripta 
(See  also  entries  159,    160) 

220.  JUSTICE  TRANSCRIPT  RECORD,    1845—.      4  v.    (1   not   lettered,    A-C). 
Missing:    1867-70. 

Transcripts  of  Justice  of  peace  records,    showing  names  of  justice,    plain- 
tiff,   defendant,    constable,    and  circuit  clerk,    dates  of   summons,    execu- 
tion,   and  filing,    and  amounts  of  fees,    costs,    jxidgment,  and  satisfaction. 
Also   contains  Transcripts  from  Magistrates'   Dockets,    1391 — ,    entry  223. 
Arr.   by  date  of  filing  of  execution.      Indexed  alph.   by  nune  of  plaintiff. 
1845-66,   hdw. ;    1871 — ,    hdw.   on  pr.    fm.      170  -  260  p.    13  x  8  x  1  - 
18  x  12  X  2  1/2.      1  V.  not  lettered,    1345-65,   jurors'    north  rm. ,    2nd  fl.; 
V.   A,    1871-1907,    east  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl.;    v.   3,    C,    1908 — ,    cir.    clk.'s 
south  vlt. ,    Ist  fl. 

221.  TRANSCRIPTS  FROU  INDUSTRIAL  COhC.lISSION  OF  ILLINOIS   IN  CERTIORARI, 
1921—.      3  f.b.    (ABC,   DEF,    GHI).      1912-20  in  (Circuit  Court 
Papers) ,    entry  212. 

Certiorari   case  transcripts  of  pleas,    evidence,    and  proceedings  returned 
to  circuit  clerk  from  the  Industrial  Comj:iission,    showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
iefendant,    and  attorneys,    type  of  action,    aiid  date  of  filling.     Arr.   by 
date  of  filing.     For  inde.-c,    1921-31,    see  entry  222;    1932 — ,    no  index. 
Typed,      11  x  14  x  29.     Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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222.  CERTIORARI  D0C?3]T   (Index  to   Certiorari  Papers),    1921-31.      1  v. 
Index  to  Transcripts  from  Industrial   Commission  of  Illinois  in  Certiorari, 
entry  221,    showing  names  of  plaintiff   and  defendant,    file  tox  lettering,    and 
date  of  filing,      Arr.    alph.   "by  names  of  plaintiff   and  defendant.     Hdw.   under 
pr,   hdgs,      7t  p.   15  X  13  X  1.      Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

223.  TEAl^SCRIPTS  FROM  MAGISTRATES'   DOCFO^TS,    lSU5-qo.      1  v.      IS9I—   in 
Justice  Transcript  Record,   entry  220. 

Record  of   transcripts  of   judgments  and  proceedings  of  magistrate   courts, 
showing  names  of  magistrate,   plaintiff,    defendant,    constable,    anc!    circuit 
clerk,    a^moiints  of  fees,    costs,    an(?   judgments,    and  ci.ates  of   summonses,   ex- 
ecutions,   and  ret\arns.      Arr.  "by  date  of  filing  of  execution.      Indexed  alph. 
ty  name  of  plaintiff.      Hdw,      79^  'D.   18   x  12  x  3-      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt,, 
1st   fl. 

22U.      TRAIv^SCRIPTS  OF  TRL-iL  PROCEIT'INGS,    I9II--.      93  v. 
Transcripts  of  records  in  appeal   cases,    showing  venire,   officers  of  court, 
term  date,    names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,   witnesses,    and   attorneys,   plead- 
ings,   transcripts  of  evidence,    objections  and  exceptions   to   admissibility 
of  .evidence,    overruling  and   sustaining  orders,    date  and  order  of  appeal, 
appeal  bond,    and  clerk's   certificate.      Arr.   by  date   of  a.pooal.      No   index. 
Typed.      I50  p.   lU  x  9   x  2.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt,,    1st   fl. 


Dockets 

225.  TRANSFER  DOCICSTS  -   COM' 'ON  LAV/,    lg6l— .      2°  v.    (A-V,    X,    lSbl-1917; 
1-b,   1915—).     Title  vas-ies:    Judges'   Docket,   v.   A-V,    X,   1861-1917. 

Judges'    dockets  of  common  la'"  cases,    showing  najnes  of  plaintiff,    defendant, 
attorneys,    and  judge,    case  number,    type   of  action,    ordefs  of  previous  term, 
date   and  final   order  of   court.      Also   contains  Transfer  Dockets  -  Appeal, 
I86I-I91U,    entry  226;    Transfer  Dockets  -  Chancery,    lS6l-191^,    entry  227; 
Transfer  Dockets  -  Criminal,    I86I-I91U,    entry  22g;   Judges'   Docket   -  Dis- 
solution of  Delinquent   Corporations   (State   Casps),    1861-191^.    entry  232; 
and  Master's  Docket,   I86I-73,   lS83-iniU,    entry  23U.      Arr.   by  case  no.     No 
index.      Hd'v.  under  pr.   hdgs.      63O  -  1000  p.   18  x  1^  x  2  l/2  -   lU  x  11   x  6. 
V,   A-V,   X,    IS6I-1917,    cir.   clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl.;   v.   1-6,    191*5—.    cir. 
clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

226.  TRANSFER  DOCKETS  -  APPEAL,    I915— .      2  v.    (1,    2).      ISbl-iqill  in 
Transfer  Dockets  -   Common  Law,    entry  225. 

Judges'    dockets  of  appeal   cases,    shovdng  n.alnes  of  plaintiff,    (defendant, 
attorneys,    and  judge,    tjrpe  of  action,    term  date,   orders  of  previous  terms, 
date  and  final   order  of  court.      Arr.    alph.   by  name   of  plaintiff.      No 
index.      Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs.      1000  p.    lU  x  11   x  6.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt., 
1st  fl. 
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227.  TRANSFER  DOCKETS  -  CHANCERY,   1915—.      6  v.    (l-f).      l?6l-19lU  in 
Transfer  Dockets  -  Common  Law,   entry  22^, 

Judges'   dockets  of  chancery  cases,    showing  naities  of  plaintiff,    defendant, 
attorneys,    and  judge,    tjnoe  of  action,    tern  date,   orders  of  previous  terms, 
date  ,qnd  final  order  of  court.     Also   cont.wlns  Master's  Docket,    1915 — » 
entry  23U;   Jud>^es'  Docket  -  Dissolution  of  Delinquent  Corporations  (State 
Cases),   1915-25,   1929—,   entry  2.32.     Arr.   alph.  "by  name  of  plaintiff.     No 
index.     Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs,     1000  p.   lU  x  11  x  6,      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt,, 
1st  fl. 

228.  TEANSFJ:R  DOCKETS  -  CRIMINAL,   1915—.     3  v.    (l-j).     186l-19lU  in 
Transfer  Dockets  -  Comnon  Law,    entry  225- 

Judges'   dockets  of  criminal   cpsee,    sho'ving  names  of  defendant,    attorneys, 
and  judge,    type  of  action,    terra  date,    orders  of  previous   terms,    date  and 
final  order  of  court.     Arr,   alph,  "by  njune  of  defendant.     No  index.      Hd'v. 
under  pr.   hdgs.      1000  p.   lU  x  11  x  b.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

229.  BAR  DOCKET,   1868—.     2k  v.     Missing:   1872-76,   1880-83.    1892-1900, 
190b-2U. 

Docket  of  common  law,    criminal,    pnd  che^cery  cases,    showinf^  date  of  hearing, 
nature  of  action,   and  names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and  attornoye.     Ait, 
alph.  "by  t.^^pe  of  case.     No  index.     1868-1905,   hd".;   1925 — ,    t;/ped.      50  p. 
6  x  U  X  1/2,     2  v.,   lSbS-71,   1877-79,   west  -f^ash  rm. ,    1st  fl.;    2  v.,    I88MI. 
1901-5.    attic;    20  v..   I925— ,    cir.   clk.'s  south  "It..    1st  fl. 

230.  LIEN  RECORDS   (Docket),   1387—.     2  v.    (l,    2). 

Docket  of  mechanics'   liens,    shcdng  date  and  number  of  lien,   names  of 
persons  a/;ainst  whom  lien  is  filed,   legal  description  of  property  charged 
with  lien,   nature  and  amounts  of  claims  nnd   fees,    depre^  of   staisf action, 
and  remarks.     Arr.  "by  date  of  lien.      Indexed  aloh.  "by  name  of  plaintiff, 
Hdw.   under  pr.   hd^s.      315  P»   18  x  12  x  2  l/2,     Cir,    clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

231.  CLERK'S  D0C;T.T,   1861-1918.     1"^  v.   <C.  D,   G-1 ,   1851-83; 

B,    1879-87;    A,    K,    1,    2,   K.    J.    K,    I88O-I9I8;    C.    1881-83;    J,    1918), 

Missing:   I87O-7U,    1896,    19OI-8. 
Cl'crk's  dockets  of  common  law,    criminal,    and   chancery  cases,    showing  nnmes 
of  plaintiff,    defendant,   attorneys,    and  clerk,    case  number,    tirpv.  of  action, 
orders  of  previous  terms,   date  pind  final  order  of  court.      Arr.   by  case 
no.     Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.      Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs.      3OO  p, 
18.x  13  X  1   1/2.      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt..    1st   fl. 

232.  JUDGES'   DOZmi  -  DISSOLUTION  OF  DELINQUENT   COR^RATIONS  (Stnte 
Cases),   1926-28.     1  V.     186l-19lU  in  Transfer  Dockets  -  Common 
Law,    entry  225;   1915-25,    1929  in  Transfer  Dockets  -  Chancery, 
entry  227. 

Judges'  docket  of  state's  cases  of  dissolution  of  delinquent  corporations, 
shoving  term  date,  na;nes  of  attorneys  and  corporation,  type  of  action,  nnd 
minutes  of  court,  Arr.  by  case  no.  Indexed  aloh.  by  name  of  corj)oration, 
Hdw.   under  pr.  hdgs.      30C  p.  lU  x  12  x  2.     Cir.   clk.'s   south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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233.  CIRCUIT  CLEBK'S  ISSUE  DOCaST,  1859-92,   2  v.  (l  not  nurabored,  2). 
Docket  of  Circuit  Court  papers  issued,  shovfLnr;  nar.-.es  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, typo  of  action,  date  and  to  v;hoin  issued,  dates  of  service  and 
return,  and  sheriff's  rcraarks,  Arr.  by  date  of  service.  Ho  index,  Kdw, 
under  ^r.   hdgs.   160  p.  16  x  10  x  1,   1  v.  not  numbered,  1359-80,  jurors' 
north  rm. ,  2nd  fl.j  v.  2,  1881-92,  cir,  elk. 's  east  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

234.  Iff^STER'S  DOCKET,  1874-82.   1  v,   1861-73,  1883-1914  in  Transfer 
Dockets  -  Coranon  Law,  entry  225;  1915 —  in  Tj-ansfor  Dockets  - 
Chancery,  entry  227, 

Master's  in  chancery  docket  shewing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
attorneys,  nature  of  sait,  dates  of  decree,  sale,  and  certificr.tc  of  pur- 
chase, tcnTiS  of  sale,  legal  dcscripticn  of  property,  total  ar^ount  of  debt, 
interests,  and  costs,  and  naiTics  of  prrchcscr  and  rcdccpcr.  Arr.  by  date 
of  docrco.   Indexed  alph,  by  naiT.o  of  plaintiff,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
320  p.  17  X  15  X  2  1/2.   Cir.  clk.'s  cast  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

235.  JUDGLEivT  Ai^  EXECUTIOK  DOCrST,  1875—.   7  v.  (C-l). 

Docket  of  judgrents,  decrees,  and  executions  in  cominon  lav/  and  chancery 
cases,  showing  nari-.es  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  in  whose  favor  judfxient 
or  decree  entered,  amounts  of  dai!:j.;ges  and  costs,  dates  execution  issued 
and  returned,  and  nature  of  satisfaction.  Execution  Docket,  entry  236, 
and  Judfjinent  Docket,  entry  237,  formerly  kept  separately,  Arr.  alph.  by 
narce  of  person  against  whom  judgment  of  decree  was  entered.  For  index, 
see  entry  209.  iidw.  on  pr.  fm,  320  p.  18  x  13  x  2  l/2.  Cir.  elk. 's 
south  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

236.  KK:ECUTI0N  DOCKET,  1336-74.   2  v.  (A,  B).   1R75—  in  Judgment  and 
Execution  Docket,  entrj''  235. 

Docket  of  executions  on  judgments,  showing  entry  number,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  date  of  execution,  am.ounts  of  damc^ges  and  costs,  fee  book 
and  page  of  entry,  nare  of  payee,  date  of  return,  and  nature  of  satisx'ac- 
tion,  Arr.  by  entry  no.  Indexed  alph,  by  naine  of  defendant,  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   320  p,  18  x  13  x  2  l/2.   Cir.  elk. 's  s^-uth  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

237.  JLDGJEilT  DOCKET,  1G46-27,   3  v,  (a-C).   1898—  in  Judrm.ont  and 
Execution  Doc;:et,  entry  235, 

Docket  of  judgments  entered,  shovang  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
attorneys,  case  number,  date  and  am.ount  of  judgment,  item.s  of  costs,  dates 
of  issue  and  return  of  execution,  to  whom,  delivered,  and  satisfaction, 
Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judpjment  was  entered.  For  indox, 
see  entry  209.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,   5?.0  p,  18  x  13  x  2  l/2.  Cir,  clk..'s 
south  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

238.  DEFi.lLT  JUDGIErT  LCCK-iT,  1861-1902,   2  v.  (D,  G).   Title  varies: 
Record  of  Defaults,  v.  D,  1061-74,   1?03--  in  Circuit  Court 
Records  -  Common  Law,  entry  214. 

Docket  of  judgm.ents  by  default,  showinf  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
term  date,  and  date  and  am.ount  of  judgmci't,  Arr,  by  date  of  judgment. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plairtiff.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  624  p.  18  x  13  x  3, 
V.  D,  1861-74,  cir.  elk. 's  south  vlt.,  1st  f 1, ;  v,  G,  1G75-1902,  jurors' 
north  rm. ,  2nd  fl. 
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Fee  Books 

239.      FEE  BOOKS  -  CHANCERY,    I917— .      13  v.   (V,    Y.    Z.    I-IO) .      I836-I916 
in  Fee  Books,    entry  2U2. 
Register  of  fees  charged,    collected,   and  disbursed  in  chancery  cases,   in- 
cluding witness  fees,    showing  npjnes  of  pl.-^.intiff,    defendant,    and  payer,    type 
of  action,    docket  and  case  niAjnbers,    itemized  amounts  of  costs  and  fees,   and 
date  of  filing.     Arr.   by  case  no.     Indexed  alph.  by  name   of  plaintiff.     Hdw. 
under  pr.   hdgs.     6OO  p.   18  x  I3  x  3.      Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt,,    1st  fl. 

2U0.      PEE  BOOKS  -   CRIMINAL.    1^21—.      11  v.    (T,    I-IO) .      1836-1920  in  Fee 
Books,    entry  2U2. 
Register  of  fees  charged,    collected,    and  disbursed  in  criminal   cases,    in- 
cluding witness  fees,    shov/ing  tf^rm  date,    case  number,    names  of  defend.ant  and 
payer,    nature  of  action,    itemized  accounts  of  costs  and  clerk's  fees,    total 
amounts  of  fees  collected  and  expended,   and.  date  of  filing.     Arr.  by  case 
no.      Indexed   alph.  by  name  of  defendant.     Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs.      6OO  p.   18  x 
13  X  3.      Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

2U1.     FEE  BOOKS  -  COM;-iON  LAW,    1923~.      10  v.    (I-IO).      1836-1922   in  Fee 
Books,    entry  2U2. 
Register  of  fees  charged,    collected,    and  disbxirsed   in  common  law  cases, 
including  witnes^e  fees,    showing  case  number,    names  of  plaintiff,   defendant, 
and  pa^/er,    type  of  action,    itemized  amounts  of  costs  and  clerk's  fees,    and 
dates  of  court   term  and   filing.     Also  contains  Default  Fee  Book,    entry  2U3, 
Arr.  by  case  no.     Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff.     Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.      Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt.',    1st  fl. 

2U2.     FEE  BOOKS,    18-^6-1922.      23  v.    (2  not   lettered,   B,    E-T ,    W.    18'^6-1921; 
X-Z,   1917-22).     Missing:   I8S3-59. 
Register  of  fees  charged,    collected,   and  disbursed  in  circuit   court  cases, 
showing  case  number,    date  of  court   term,   namer.  of  plaintiff  and   defendant, 
nature  of  action,    itemized  aceo^jnt  of  costs  and   clerk's  fees,    total  amounts 
of  fees  received  and   expended,    and   date  of  filing.     Fee  Books  -  Chancpry, 
entry  239;   Fee  Books  -   Criminal,    entry  ?.U);   Fee  Books  -  Common  La^",    entry  2Ul , 
including  Default  Fee  Book,    entry  2U3,    subsequently  kept    separately.     Arr. 
by  case  no.      Indexed  alph.   by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.     Hdw.   under 
pr.   hdgs.     600  p.   18  X  13  X  3.      2  v.   not  labeled,   v.  B,   1836-52,   west  wash 
rm.,    1st   fl.;   v.  E-T,    I86O-I915,    cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl.;   v.   W-Z, 
1916-22,    cir,    clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st   fl. 

2U3.     DEFAULT  FEE  BOOK,    1861-69.      1  v.      I836-6O,   1870-1922  in  Fee  Books, 
entry  2U2;    1923 —  in  Fee  Book  -  Common  Law,   entry  2Ul. 
Register  of  fees  in  default  cases,    showing  docket  number,    names  of  plain- 
tiff,  defendant,    and  payer,    type  of  action,    itemized  amounts  of  costs  and 
clerk's  fees,    and  date  of  filing.     Arr.   by  date  of  filing.     Indexed   alph. 
by  name  of  plaintiff.     Hdw.   under  Dr.   hdgs.      ^00  p.   17  x  12  x  2.      Cir, 
clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


-  183  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Reports  to  (244-248) 

Court;  Jury  Records;  Bonds 


Reports  to  Court 
(See  also  entries  265-267) 

244.  STATE'S  ATTORi^EY  REPORT  R2C0RD,  1878—.   2  v.  (A.  B) . 

Annual  report  record  of  state's  attorney,  showing  case  number,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  state's  attorney,  court  of  conviction,  amounts 
of  fees,  fines,  and  forfeitures  collected,  remarks,  and  acknowledgment. 
Arr.  by  date  of  report.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  state's  attorney.  Typed. 
360  p.  18  X  12  X  1  1/2.  Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

245.  MASTER'S  REPORT  RECORD,  1878—.   10  v.  (A-C,  1878-1921;  B,  1901-25; 
D,  1912-32;  E,  1918-27;  F,  1922-34;  G,  1927-33;  H,  1930-35;  I, 
1934—).  Title  varies:  Master  in  Chancery  liiscellaneous  Record, 

V.  B,  1901-25;  v.  D,  1912-32;  Master's  Report  of  Foreclosure 

Record,  v.  E,  G,  1918-33. 
Record  of  reports  of  masters  in  chancery  on  foreclosures,  sales,  and  redemp- 
tions, showing  names  of  master  in  chancery,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  legal 
description  of  property,  date  and  araouaits  of  sale  and  redemption,  and  dates 
of  decree  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir. 
clk.'s  south  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Jury  Records 
(See  also  entries  1,  2,  10-13,  212,  266,  283) 

246.  JURY  CERTIFICATES,  1870—.   28  v. 

Stub  records  of  certificates  issued  for  jury  service,  showing  names  of 
jurors  and  circuit  clerk,  certifice^te  number,  days  of  service,  mileage, 
and  amount  and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  11  x' 11  x  1.   23  v.,  1370-1917,  east  wash  rm. ,  1st  fl.; 
5  V,,  1918 — ,  cir.  clk.'s  south  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

247.  REGISTER  OF  JURORS,  1872-1903.   2  v.  (l  not  lettered,  1872-1902; 
S,  1878-1903). 

Register  of  jurors'  certificates,  showing  name  of  juror,  days  of  service, 
mileage,  amounts  of  fees  earned,  and  date  and  signature  of  person  receiv- 
ing certificate.  Also  contains  Witness  Affidavits,  1872-79,  entry  259. 
Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   250  p.  16  x 
11  X  1.  Jurors'  north  rm. ,  2nd  fl. 


Bonds 

248.   Il-IDEX  TO  BONDS,  1932—.   1  v. 
Index  to  Miscellaneous  File  (Bonds),  entry  249;  Appeal  Bonds,  entrj''  250; 
Receivers'  Bonds,  entr^f  251;  and  Certiorari  Bonds,  entry  253,  shov/ing  names 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  file  box  labeling,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.   200  p.  11  x  8  x  1.  Cir.  clk.'s  south 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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249.  MISC3LLANE0US  FILE  (Bonds),    1915--.      1  f.b.    (A).      1843-1915  in 
(Circuit  Court  P-'pers),    entry  212. 

Files  of  iniscell''jieous  bonds,    including  recognizance,   bail,    o.ttachment, 
peace,    apperl,    rM  receivers^    bonds,      Arr,   by  date  of  filing.      For  indox, 
soc  entry  208;    for  £uidition?J   index,    193S— ,    see  entry  248.      Hdw.    on  pr. 
fill.     10  X  5  X  14.      Cir.    clk.'s  south  vlt.,    Ist  fl. 

250.  APPEAL  BOITDS,   1916—.      1   f.b.      1842-1915  in  (Circuit   Court  Prpors), 
entry   212. 

File  of  :Tppoi?l  bonds,    showing  names  of  principo.1  and  sureties,    date   and 
amount  of  bond,    signatures  of  bondsmen,    and  date  of  filing.      Arr.   by  date 
of  bond.      1916-31,    r.o  index;    for   index,    1932 — ,    see  entry  248.      Hdw,   on 
pr.    frn,      10  x  5  x  14.      Cir.    clk.'s   south  vlt.,    1st  f  1 . 

251.  HECZIVSR3'    BONDS,    1916--.      1   f.b.    (A).      1842-1915  in  (Circuit 
Court  P^ors),    entry  212. 

Origin''l  bonds  of  receivers   in  suits  of  foreclosures   ?nd  dissolutions  of 
corporations,    shov;ing  n^jnos  of  princip'~l   and  sureties,    date   and  "jnount  of 
bond,    '^nd  d-te  of  filing.      Arr,    plph.   by  name  of  principal.      1916-31,    no 
indox;    for   indc-,   1933--,    see  entry  248.     Hdw,    r<nd.  typed  on  pr.    fm. 
10  X  5  X  14.      Cir,    clk.'s    south  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

252.  BAIL  BCl'TD  RECORD,    1918-22.      1   v. 

Copies  of  bail  bonds,    shoving  n-mes  of  principrl,  bondsmen,    sheriff,    judge, 
circuit  clerk,    ''Jid  coirrt,    amount  of  bond,    date  '-nd  place  of  trial,    and  date 
of  filing.      Arr,   'oy  date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph,   by  n^mc  of  dcfendrnt, 
Hdw,   on  pr,   fm.      574  p,   18  x  13  x  2  l/2,      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt,,   1st  fl. 
For  original  bail  bonds,    see   entry  249, 

253.  CERTICRjSI  BONDS,    1919--.      1   f.b.    (A).     1912-18  in   (Circuit  Court 
Papers),    entry   212. 

Original  certior~ri  bonds  given  by  party  appealing  from  industrial  bo^^xd 
as   surety  for  court  costs,    showing  nrmcs  of  principal   "Jid  bondsmen,    date 
and  amount  of  bond,    "nd  date  of  filing,      Arr,   by  date  of  filing.      For  index, 
see  entry  208;    for   axLditional   index,    1932 — ,    see  entry  248.      Hdw.    and  typed 
on  pr,    fm.      10  x  5  x  14,      Cir.   clk.'s  south  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

254.  RSCOGL'IZiiNCS  RECORD,    1869-97.      1  v.      1898—  in   Circuit  Court 
Records  -   Criminal  Law,    entry   216. 

Record  of  recog-iiz^ncc  bonds,    shoving  n^mos  of  defendant,    sureties,    md 
attorneys,    ty-po  of  case,   nature  of  char-TC,    date  of  ^ropcrance,    ?nd  date 
ajid   amount  of  bond.      Arr.   by  date  of  bond.      Indexed  rJph,   by  name  of  de- 
fendant,     Hdw,    on  pr,    fm.      575  p,    18   x  13  x  2  l/2.      West  wash  rm, ,    1st   fl. 
For  recognizance  bonds,    see  entries  212,    249. 
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Nnturalization 
(See  also  entries  1U9,  l6<3,  IJO) 

255.  DECLAP.ATION  OF  IWTENTION,  1907—.   32  v.  (1-32). 

Record  of  declarations  of  intention  for  naturalization,  shordng  date,  name, 
age,  nativity,  and  address  of  alien,  oath  to  renovmce  allegiance  to  foreign 
power,  date  and  place  of  arrival,  marital  status,  and  signature  of  clerk, 
Arr.  ty  date  of  filing  declaration.   Indexed  alph.  ty  nar.ie  of  alien.   190?- 
27,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm.;  1928—,  tjrped  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  9  x  11  x  1.   Cir.  clk.'s 
east  vlt . ,  1st  fl, 

256.  PETITIONS  FOR  NATURALIZATION,  1906— .   32  v.  (I-32). 

Copies  of  petitions  for  and  final  certificates  of  naturalization,  showing 
names  of  petitioner,  witnesses,  and  judge,  oath  to  renouiice  allegiance  to 
foreign  power,  certificate  of  arrival,  oath  of  allegiance,  dptes  of  ax- 
rival,  petition  and  final  certificate,  and  certificate  ajid  case  numbers. 
Arr.  hy  date  of  petition,  Indexed  nlph.  "by  name  of  petitioner.  Hdr.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  IS  x  lU  x  1  i/2.   Cir.  clk.'s  east  vlt..  1st  fl. 

( 

Office  Transactions 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

257.  (JOURNAL),    IS57 — .      8  v.    (^  not  numhered,    3,    S,    3  not  numbered). 
Missing:    IS62-96,   1^00-1^26,    1928-29,    1931-35. 

Daily  journal  of  fees  collected  and  expended  "by  circuit  clerk's  and  re- 
corder's office,    showing  date,    amount,    and  purpose  of   receipt   or   expend- 
iture,   total  amount   of   fees  received   aJid   expended,    and.  daily  cash  balance, 
Arr,   by  date  of   receipt   or  expenditure.      No   indiex.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs, 
100  p,   lU  X  12  X  1/2.      3  V.   not   numbered,    18^7-99,   west  w-sh  rm. ,    1st  fl,; 
V.    3,    1927,    6,    1930,    2  not  numbered,    IQ36-37,    cir,    clk.'s    south  vlt,,    1st 
fl.;      1  V.   not   nujnbered,    1938—,    cir.    clk.'s  off..    1st   f  1 . 

258.  CASH  BOOK  (Register),    1873—.      20  v.    (U  not   labeled,   B,    C,    C-1 ,    1, 
2,    2,    3,    3,   U,    6).     Missing:    I8S9-9U,    1907-9.     Title  varies:    Re- 
ceipts and  Expenditures,    U  v.    not   lettered,    v.  B,    C.    C-I .    I873-I92U. 

Register  of  receipts  and  expenditures,    showing  date,    amount,   and  pvirpose 
of  receipt  or  expenditure,    name  of  recipient  or  payer,   fee  book  and  page 
of   entry,    total   amount   of   receipts  and   expenditures,    and   balance   available. 
Also   contains  (Register  of  Recorder's  Receipts  and  Expendit\u:es)  ,    1873 — » 
entry  133.      Arr.   by  date   of  receipt   or   expenditure.      No  index.     Hdv.   under 
pr.   hdgs.      300  p.   17  X  15   X  1   1/2.      U  V.    not   labeled,   v.   B,    C,    C-I,    1,    2, 
2,   I873-I932,    cir.   clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl.;    v.    3,    3,   k,    6,   1933".    cir. 
clk.'s  south  vlt.,   1st  fl. 
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Court  B-isiness 

259.  VIT1IS3S  .AFFIDAVITS,    1880—.      9  v,    (8  not  numbered,    l).      1873-79 
in  Register  of  Jurors,    entry  247, 

Copies  of  wi.tr.CG3   r-ffid.-wits,    shovnng  d.nto,    nrnes  of  affif>r.t,    plrlntiff, 
one,  defendant,    case  nuribcr,    title  of  c-'-use,    days  of  service,   nilep^e,    njid 
tot."!   ."mounts  of  fccis  nlloviVd.     Arr,   by  d'-.te  of  affidavit.     No   index.     Hdw, 
on  pr,    fm,     200  p.   17  x  11  x  1,     3  v.   not  numbored,   1880-95,    west  wash  ra, , 
Ir.t  fl.;    5  V.   not  nuj;.bered,    1896-1929,    v.   1,   1930--,    cir,    clk.'s  soutla 
vlt.,    l3t   fl. 

260.  ATTOKTZYS'    R3C2IPTS,    1895-99.      1  v. 

Re^rister  of  receipts  for  court  papers  removed  from  court  by  attorneys, 
showinr  case  number,    naT.e  of  attorney,    t;^ie  of  docunent,    pnd  dates  of 
taking  and  return.      Arr,   by  d?.te  of  removpl  from  office.      No   index.     Hdv/, 
under  pr.  hdgs,     320  p,   16  ::  11  x  1  1'2.     Jurors'   north  rm, ,    2nd  fl. 


(Next  entry  261,  p,  189) 


VII.   SHERIFF 


The  sheriff  in  Franklin  County  prior  to  the  adraission  of  Illinois  into 
the  Union  was  an  appointee  of  the  territorial  Governor, •'■  By  constitutional 
provision  this  officer  became  elective  in  1819  and  has  so  remained  to  the 
present.   The  term  of  his  office,  originally  set  at  two  years,   is  now  four 
years. "^  In  1880  it  was  provided,  by  constitutional  amendment,  that  no  per- 
son elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  should  be  eligible  for  re-election  to 
that  office  until  four  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,^ 
His  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of  f;10»000  and  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  county  judge.   Memoranda  of  this  bond  are  entered  at  large 
upon  the  records  of  the  county  court,  and  the  bond  is  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  county  clerk.   One  or  more  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  sheriff  in 
accordance  with  the  number  allowed  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court.  Compensa- 
tion of  the  deputies  is  dett^rmined  by  the  county  board, ^  The  sheriff  is 
warden  of  the  county  jail  and  has  custody  and  regulation  of  the  same  and  of 
all  prisoners.   To  assist  him  in  this  administration,  he  appoints  a  super- 
intendent of  the  county  jail  for  whose  conduct  he  is  responeible,  and  whom 
he  may  remove  at  pleasure. 

Essentially  without  change  for  over  one  hundred  years,  the  principal 
duties  of  the  sheriff  are  the  following: 

1,  To  act  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  power  to  arrest 
offenders  on  view. 


1,  John  Reynolds,  Pioneer  History  of  Illinois  p,  365, 

2,  Const,  of  1818,  Art,  III,  sec,  11;  Const,  of  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec,  7; 
Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8;  second  amendment  November  22,  1880,  to  the 
Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8j  also  L,  1819,  p,  109,110;  R,S»  1874,  p,  989, 

3,  Const,  1818,  Art,  III,  sec,  11;  Const,  1848,  Art,  VII,  sac,  7, 

4,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8, 

5,  Ibid,,  sec,  8,  as  amended  November,  1880, 

6,  R.S.  1874,  p,  989,  Cf,  R.L,  1827,  p,  371,  Prior  to  the  organization  of 
the  county  court,  the  sheriff's  bond  and  securities  were  approved  by  the 
circuit  court, 

7,  R.S.  1845,  p,  514;  R,S,  1874,  p,  989, 

8,  R.L,  1827,  p,  373;  R.S,  1845,  p,  515;  L.  1869,  p,  399;  Const,  1870,  Art, 

9,  L,  1819,  p,  111,112;  R.L.  1827,  p,  247-50j  L,  1831,  p,  103,104,106;  R.L, 
1833,  p,  574,575;  L,  1845,  p,  8,10,19;  R.S,  1845,  p,  133,154,515-17;  I., 
S.  1874,  p,  616,989-91;  L,  1901,  p,  137,158;  L,  1923,  p,  423-26, 

The  citations  also  include  references  to  duties  not  included  in  the 
general  outline  noted  above, 

10,  L,  1923,  p,  423, 

11,  R.L.  1827,  p,  372;  R.S,  1845,  p,  515;  R.S,  1874,  p,  990, 
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Sheriff 


2.  To   ?.ttend,    in  person  or  by  deputyi    all  coxrrts  of  record 
(city,    county,   protate,    circuit,    and  appellate  courts) 
in  his  couiity,    and   to   obey  the  orders  and  directions  of 
the  courts. 1 

3.  To   serve,    execute,    and  return  all  writs,    warrants;   pro- 
cess,   orders,    and  decrees  legally  directed  to  hin.^ 

4.  To   sell  real  or  personal  property  by  virtue  of  execution 
or  other  process. 3 

5.  To   send  figerprints  of  criminals   to   the   State  Bureau  of 
Criminal   Identification  and  Investigation.'* 

In   the  course  of  the  sheriff  s  many  detailed  duties  included  in  these 
broad  provisions,    the  following  records  may  be  kept  but  do  not  appear  in 
Franklin  County: 

1.  Receipts  of  deliveries  of  prisoners  in  changes  of  venue. ^ 

2.  Copies  of  reports   to   the  county  court  and  circuit  court. ^ 

3.  Reports  of  pawnbrokers   on  loans  and  articles  pa^imed.''' 

4.  Data  of  identification  of  criminals  end  stolen  property.^ 

The  following  records  may  be  kept  and  do   s^jpear: 

1.  '►'egister  of  prisoners.^ 

2.  •Book  of  Accoiints";    including  records  of  fees  and 
disbursements.-'-^ 

3.  Docket  of  executions. 

4.  Process  docket. 


1.  R.L.   1827,   p.    372;    R.S.    1845,   p.    515;    R.S.   1874,   p.    690. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  R.L.  1827,  p.  334;  L.  1838-39,  p.  14-18,20;  R.S.  1845,  p.  302,306, 
307;  L.  187*1-72,  p.  505-7;  R.S.  1874,  p.  622,623,627*29. 

4.  L.  1931,  p.  465. 

5.  R.S.  1874,  p.  1096. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  617;  L.  1923,  td.  424;  L.  1933,  p.  678. 

7.  L.  1909,  p.  301. 

8.  L.  1931,  p.  465. 

9.  R.S.  1874,  p.  617;  L.  1923,  tj.  424. 

10.  L.  1871-72,  p.  450,451;  L.  1873-74,  p.  104,105. 
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Process 

261.  SHERIFF'S  PROCESS  DOCICST,    1S66— .      g  v.    (5   not   numbered,    2-U) . 
Missing:    1910-23. 

Docket  of  process   services,    showing  names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and 
attorney,    dates  of  receipt,    service,    and  roturn,    and  amount  of   sheriff's 
fees.     Arr.  "by  date  of  receipt.     No  index.     Hdv;.   on  pr.   fm,      U3b  p. 
16  X  11  X  2.      5  v.,    1866-1909,   jurors'   north  rm.,    2nd  fl.;   v.   2-k,   I92I4— ,. 
sh. ' s  off. ,    1st   fl, 

262.  SHERIFF'S  EXECUTION  DOCKET,    1866--.      Uv.    (B,   D-F)  . 

Sheriff's  docket  of  executions,    showing  names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and 
plaintiff's  attorney,    amount  pjid   nature  of  judgment,    dates  of  issue,   re- 
turn,   and  entry,    ;:imou.nts  of  cost,    sheriff's  fees,    and   damages.     Arr.   by 
date  of  entry.      Indexed  alph.   "by  name  of  defend;ant.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm. 
550  p.   16  X  11   x  2.     V.   B,   D,    1866-1922,    east   wash  rm. ,    1st   f 1 . ;    v.   E.   F, 
1923—,    sh.'s   south  rm. ,   1st  fl. 


Jail  Records 

263.     JAIL  REGISTER,   ISyU--.      U  v.    (l  not  numbered,   2-U). 
Missing:    1880- I923. 
Register  of  prisoners  committed  to  county  jail,    showing  n^me,    a^e,   resi- 
dence, and  physical  description  of  prisoner,    court  of  commitment,    type  of 
offense,    date  and   length  of  sentence,    and  date  of  discharge.     Arr.   by  date 
of  sentence.     No   index.     Hdw.  under  pr.    hdgs.      250  p.   17  x  15  x  1.      1  v., 
IS7U-79,    attic;   v.    2-U,   192U— ,    sh.'s   south  rm. .    1st   fl. 


Fees,   Receipts  and  Expenditures 

26U.      CASH  BOOK,   18gU— .      8  v.    (I-6,    1 ,    2) .     Missing:    I913-25. 

Title  varies:    Sheriff's  Register  of  Fees,    v.    1,    5,    6,    188U-1912; 

Daily  Receipts,    v.   1,    I926-3O. 
Sheriff's  ledger  of  fees  collected,    showing  date,    najne  of  payer,    title  of 
cause,   date  and  type  of  service,   and  court  costs  and  earnings.     Arr.  by 
date  of   collection.     No   index.      Hdw.    on  vr.    fm.      200  -   U75  p.   I3   x  10  x  2  • 
18  X  12  X  2.     V.   1,   lSSU-87,    jurors'   west  rm. ,    2nd  fl.;   v.    2-U,   I8S8-I9OI, 
west  wash  rm.,    1st  fl.;    v.   5,   6,    1902-12,    east  wash  rm. ,    1st  fl.;   v.    1,    2, 
1926—,    sh.'s  off..   1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  265,  p.  191) 


VIII.   COROITEH 

The  coroner's  office  at  the  time  Franklin  County  was  organized  was 
filled  by  an  appointor  of  the  territorial  Govurnor.l  This  office  was 
made  a  constitutional  one  "by  the  first  constitution, ^  The  omission  of 
coroner,  hov^cvcr,  from  the  county  officers  to  be  elected  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  1848, '^  gave  rise  to  the  question  as  to  whether  this  second 
constitution  had  not  abolished  the  office;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  its  continuance  was  implied  in  another  section, ^^  and  that  it  contained 
a  saving  clause  declaring  all  existing  laws  not  inconsistent  with  it,  as 
valid  as  if  it  had  not  been  adopted.   The  legislature  apparently  attempted 
to  cure  the  trouble,^  but  the  qw-stion  was  not  finally  settled  until  it 
reached  the  Supremo  Court,  which  decided  in  favor  of  the  continued  oxistcnco 
of  the  office,''  The  Consitution  of  1870  again  included  a  coroner  in  the 
list  of  county  off ic(  rs  to  be  elected,^ 

The  coroner  is  elected  by  the  coxinty  electorate  for  a  four-year  tcrm,^ 
After  certification  of  his  election  by  the  county  clerk,  filing  of  his  bond, 
and  ti'jking  oath  of  office,  ho  receives  his  commission  from  the  G-nvornor, 
The  coroner's  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  and  must 
be  approved  by  the  covinty  judge. 11  The  inquest  duties  of  this  official  have 
changed  little  over  a  period  of  more  than  a  century.  The  coroner  acts  as  a 
conservator  of  the  peace  with  powers  equal  to  those  of  sheriff  in  this  re- 
spect and  serves  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  the  courts  in  the  absence  or 
disqualification  of  the  sheriff;  he  also  performs  all  the  duties  of  the  lat- 
ter when  the  office  is  vacant, 12 

The  most  importaait  function  of  the  coroner  is  to  hold  inquests  over 
the  bodies  of  persons  supposed  to  have  cone  to  their  death  by  violence. 


1.  Reynolds,  Pioneer  History  of  Illinois,  p,  365. 

2.  Const.  1818,  Art,  III,  sec,  U* 

3.  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  7. 

4.  Ibid,,  Schedule,  sec,  14 

5.  Ibid. ,  Schedule,  sec.  1. 

6.  L.  1849,  Second  Sess.,  p.  7, 

7.  ffood  V,   Blanchard.    19   III.   38, 

8.  Const.    1870,   Art.    X,    sec,    8, 

9.  The  office  is  constitutional  and  elective  (Const,  of  1818  Art.  Ill, 
sec.  11;  Const,  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec. 8).  The  term,  formerly  t'.70  years, 
is  now  four  years  (second  amendment,  November  23,  1880,  to  Const,  of 
1870,  Art.  X,  see.  8), 

10.  R.S.  1845,  p.  514;  R.S.  1874,  o.  281, 

11.  Ibid. 

12.  L.  1619,  p.  111,160;  L.  1821,  d.  20-23;  L.  1825,  p.  63,64;  R.L.  1827, 
p.  246-50,  ■.  372-75;  R.S.  1845,  p.  515,517;  R.S.  1874,  p,  281,282, 
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casualty,    or  other  \mdue  means.     Wien  notification  of   such  death  is  re- 
ceived,   the  coroner  proceeds  to  the  body,    takes  charge  of  it,    and   summons 
a  jury  composed  of  six  men  from  the  vicinity  in  which  the  hody  was  found. 
The   jury  is  instructed  to  assemble  at  a  stated  time  and  place,    to  view  the  ■ 
body  and  to   inquire  into   the   cause  an6   manner  of  the  death.      If  the  in- 
quest  is  continued  and  a  vacancy  should  occur  on  the   jury,    the   coroner  is 
allowed  to   fill   such  vacancy. ■'• 

To   the  custody  of  the   clerk  of  the   circuit  court  are  returned   the 
verdict  of  the  jury,    f'jid   such  reco/^nizances  as  may  be  given  the  coroner 
by  witnesses  whose   testimony  implicates  any  person  as  the  unlawful   slayer 
of  the  deceased. 2     In  his  office,    the   coroner  files  and  proservps  the 
record  of   such  testimony. 3     The   coroner  al. so  keeps  one  record  which  he 
originates,    the   "inquest   record."     This  record  recaDitulates  all   the   data 
involved  in  the  entire   inquest  procedure  and  includes  an  inventory  and 
accounting  of  the  personal  property  and  money  of  the  deceased. 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  by  this  official  assist  him  in  the  per- 
formance of   the  duties  of  his  office.     The  number  of  deputies  is   set  by 
rule  of  the  circuit  court,    and  the   compensation  is  determined  by  the 
county  board  of   supervisors.     The  bond  or  securities  of  these  assistants 
are  taken  by  the   coroner  and  the  oath  to  which  each   subscribes  is  filed   in 
the  county  clerk's  office,^ 

265.  INDEX  TO   COROl^R'S  PAPERS,    ISQU--.      1   v.    (l). 

Index  to   coroner's  verdicts  contained  in  (Circuit  Court  Papers),    entry  21?, 
and    Coroner's  Verdicts,    entry  266,    showing  dates  of  inquest  and  filing, 
name  of  deceased,    and  file  box  number,     Arr.    alph,  by  na.me  of  deceased. 
Hd"'.   under  pr.   hdgs.      25O  p.   I6  x  11  l/2  x  1  l/2.      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st   fl. 

266.  CORO^IEE'S  VERDICTS,    1925—.      lUf.b.    (A,    A-M)  .      1SU2-192U  in 
(Circuit   Court  Papers),    entry  212. 

Original  papers  of  coroner's  inquest  proceedings,    showing  names  of  de- 
ceased,   witnesses,    a.nd  coroner,    description  of  deceased,    dates  and  places 
of  death  and  inquest,    autopsy  report,    jury  venire   and  fees,    transcripts 
of   testimony,    and   inventory  and  disposition  of  nersonal   effects.      Arr, 
by  date  of   inquest.     For  index,    see  entry  265.     Hdw.   on  pr.    fra. 
10  X  5  X  13.      Cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


1.  L.   1821,  p.    22-2I+;    R.S.    I8U5.   p.    517. 5IS:   R.S.    IS7U,   p.    2S2-8U;    L.    1879, 
p.    82;    L.    1907,   p.    213;    L.    1919,    p.    i403,U0U;    L.    1931.    P-    3SS.389. 

2.  L.   1821,  p.   2U,25;   R.S.   ISU5,  p.   51S;   R.S.    ISjk,   p.   283. 

3.  L.   I869.   p.    10U,105;   R.S.    I87U,   p.    28-'^;   L.    I9O7.   p.    21^,2lU;   L.    1919, 
p.    293, 29U. 

U.      Const,   of  I87O,   Art.   X,    sec.   9;   L.   1881,  p.   63. 
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267.      COSOICER'S  HECOKD.    1879—.      9  v.    (1-9). 
Copies  of  coroner's  inq-uests,    containing  same  information  as  entry  266. 
Arr.  ty  date  of  inquest.     Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  deceased.     Hdv.   on 
pr.   fm.      300  p.   18  X  13  X  3.     V.   1-8,    1879-1925,    cir.    clk.'s  east  vlt., 
1st  fl.;    V.   9i    1926 — ,    cor.'s  residence,   Ewing,    Illinois. 


(Next  entry  268,  p.  197) 


IX.   STATE'S  ATTORITEY 


I'VVien  Franklin  County  was  organized  the  functions  of  the  office  of 
state's  attorney  wero  performed  by  a  circuit  attorney, ■'•  In  1827  he  was 
replaced  by  an  officer  "styled  and  called  state's  attorney."   In  Franklin 
County  this  officer  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  courts  of  record  all 
actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  were  concerned,^  The 
state's  attorney  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  until  1835,  when  he  became 
an  official  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. ""  This  latter  provision 
remained  effective  until  1848,  when  the  state's  attorney  became  an  elective 
officer  of  the  circuit  district  electorate.   ■'■^t  this  time  his  services 
also  were  expanded  to  include  the  nev/ly  created  county  court.  Finally, 
the  present  constitution  made  the  office  elective  in  and  for  each  county. 
Bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  has  been  required  since  1872. '   From  the  creation 
of  this  office  in  the  state  until  the  present,  the  state's  attorney  has  con- 
tinued to  receive  his  commission  from  the  Governor  for  the  tenure  of  his 
office,^  In  1827  hie  appointment  was  set  at  a  four-year  term;^  in  1835  his 
term  was  reduced  to  two  years, •'■   Then,  by  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
1848-^-'-  the  state's  attorney's  office  becam.o  elective  by  the  district  elec- 
torate for  a  four-year  term,  the  first  term,  hovrever,  being  only  for  throe 
years  and  ending  in  1852.  In  Franklin  County  the  state's  attorney  receivee 
an  annual  salary  of  #5,500  with  an  additional  vi;400  paid  by  the  state.   Statu- 
tory fee  rates  are  allowed  Iciim  for  convictions  on  specified  offenses  and 
crimes  before  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  county  and  circuit 
courts.  Also,  rates  are  established  for  preliminary  examinations  of  defend- 
ants, for  attendance  at  trials,  and  for  appeals,   Theso  several  fees  and 
rates  make  up  a  county  fund  from  v;hich  is  paid  his  salary. 


1,  Laws  of  Illinois  Territory  1817-18,  p.  54,  Ko  chanj;c  was  made  when 
Illinois  became  a  state'  (L.  1819,  p.  204;  L.  1825,  p.  178,179), 

2,  R.L.  1827,  p,  79,80. 

3,  Ibid.,  p.  79,80;  L.  1835,  p.  44;  R.S.  1845,  p.  76;  R.S.  1874,  p.  173, 
174. 

4,  L.  1835,  p.  44. 

5,  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21. 

6,  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  23;  R.S.  1874,  p.  172. 

7,  L.  1871-72,  p.  189. 

8,  R.S.  1833,  p.  98;  L,  1855,  p.  44;  Const.  1048,  Art.  V,  sec.  28;  Const. 
1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S.  1874,  p.  172. 

9,  R.L.  1827,  p.  79,80, 

10.  L.  1835,  p.  44. 

11.  Art.  V,  sec.  21;  effective  in  1849. 

12.  L.  1871-72,  p.  422;  L.  1873-74,  p.  104,105;  L.  1909,  p.  231-33;  L.  1929, 
p.  474-76;  L.  1937,  p.  607. 
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The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are  the  following: 

1.  To  connience  and  prosecute  all  actions,  suits,  indict- 
ments, and  prosecutions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  anj^ 
court  of  record  in  his  county  in  which  the  people  of 
the  state  or  county  ma;.'  be  concerned. 

2.  To  prosecvite  all  forfeited  bonds  cvnd  reccsnizances 
and  all  actions  and  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
debts,  revenues,  moneys,  fines,  rjenalties,  and  for- 
feitures accruing  to  the  state  or  his  county,  or  to 
ony  school  districts  in  his  coiinty;  also  to  prosecute 
all  suits  in  his  county  against  railroads  or  trans- 
portation companies,  which  maj''  be  prosecuted  in  the 
name  of  the  -"leople  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

3.  To  comnencG  and  prosecute  all  actions  and  proceed- 
ings brought  by  an;y'  county  officer  in  his  official 
capacity. 

4.  To  defend  all  actions  and  proceediiigs  brou^t  against 
his  county  or  against  any  county  or  state  officer,  in 
his  official  capacity,    in  his  county. 

5.  To  attend  the  exanination  of  all  persons  brought  be- 
fore any  judge  on  habeas  corpus  v/hea  the  prosecution 
is  in  his  county. 

6.  To  attend  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  prosecute 
charges  of  felony  or  misdeneanor  for  v^hich  the  of- 
fender is  required  to  be  recognized  and  to  anooar 
before  a.  court  of  record  v/hen  it   is  \7ithin  his  po\7cr 
to  do    so. 

7.  To   jiive  his  opinion  without  fee  or   rev;ard,    to  rjay 
county  officer  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  county 
upon  any  question  of  la^  relating  to  rjij'-  crirainal  or 
other  matter  in  -.vhich  the  people  of   the   state  or 
county  liiay  be  concerned. 

8.  To  assist   the  Attorney  OcnerrJ  whenever  it  r.iay  be  nec- 
essary,   cuid.  in  cases  of  apuoal   or  v/rit  of  error  from 
his  county  to   the  Supremo  Court,    to  v/hich  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to   attend,   he   shall,    a 
reasonable   time  before   the  trial  of  such  appeal   or 
writ  of  error,    furnisli  the  Attorney  General  with  a 
brief,    showing  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  ques- 
tions involved. 

9.  To  pay  all  moneys  received  by  him  in  trust,    without 
delaj/,    to   the  officer  who  by  law  is  entitled  to   their 
custody. 

10.     To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties  as  may  from 
time   to   time  be  enjoined  upon  him  by  law. 
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11.  To  appear  in  all  proceeding;;  by  collectors  of  taxes 
against  delinquent  tax  payors  for  judgment  to  soil 
real  estate,  and  to  see  that  all  the  necessary  prs- 
liiTiinary  steps  have  been  legally  taken  to  make   the 
judgiaont  legal  and  binding. ■'• 

12.  To  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines,  forfeitures, 
and  penalties  imposed  or  incurred  in  the  courts  of 
record  in  his  county;  and  to  report  to  the  circuit 
court  on  the  collection  of  these  moneys.^' 


1.  R.S.  1845,  p.  76;  R.S.  1874,  p.  172-74. 

2.  L.  1S09,  p.  403;  L.  1911-12,  p.  C?;  L.  1929,  p.  475. 


(Next  entry  268,  p.    197) 


X.      SUPERVISOR  OF  ASSESSi-ElITS 


The  county  supervisor  of  assessments  with  the  =iid  of  tho  tovmship 
assessors  in  Frpuklin  Coxinty,    is  responsible  for  the  assessment  of  proper- 
ty upon  which  the   township,    district,   coxmty,    stito,    rjid  other   taxes   arc 
levied.     Principally,    those  officers   cnnually  revise   the   assessment  of 
property,    correct  the  s?jne  upon  coiiiplr.int,    and  qU!?jdrenni?0.1y  assess  rc.?J. 
pud  personal  property. -l-     Mrny  st?.tutory  provisions  have  regulated  this 
function  in  Franklin  County,     Sarly  l^.ws  fixed  the  vclue  of  the  sever?! 
categories  of  re?l   rnd  personal  property  leaving  to  the  assessing  offi- 
cer only  limited  discretion. 2 

Property  assessments  in  Franklin  County  were  first  made  hy   the  county 
treasurer,    an  appointee  of   the   tcrritorirl  Governor. 3     Hov^cvor,    when 
Illinois  became  a  st-.te  this  officer  was   appointed  by  the  co^onty  comnis- 
sloners'    court. "^     From  1825  to  1827,    when   the  sheriff  acted  as   treasurer, 
a  county  assessor  was    qjpointed  by   this  court. 5     in  1827   the  GenorpI 
Assembly  reestablished  tho  office  of  county   treasurer,    ?jid  the   assessment 
function  was  resumed  by  that  officer. ^     The   treasurer  continued  to  act 
in   this  cppacity  until  1839  when  the  legislature  provided  for   the  appoint- 
ment by  the  county  commissioners'    court  of  district  assessors.'''     The  duty 
of  property  assessment  reverted  to   the  county  treasurer  again  in  1844° 
and  continued  to  be  vested  in  that  office  \intil  1872  when  township  organ- 
ization was  instituted  in   this  county^   and  assessments  wore  made  by  town- 
ship  assessors  elected  one   in  each   township   annually. ^^ 

Between  1872  ?Jid  1885,    Frrjiklin  Co\:nty  plternatod  its  forms  of  county 
government  between  that  of  township  org?jiization  cuid  the  county  connis- 


1.  L.    1871-72,   p.    20-22;    L.    1879,    p.    243;    L.    1881,   p.    134;    L.    1891, 

p,    187;    L.    1898,   p.    37,40,44;    L.    1903,    p.    295,296;    L.    1923,   p.    491, 
492,504,505;    L.    1927,    p.    715,714;    L.    1928,    First   Sp.    SeBs„p.    106; 
L,    1931-32,    First  Sp,    Sees,,   p.    66. 

2.  L^    1819,   p.   313-19;    L.    1825,   p.    173;    L.    1893,   p.   4-6;   L,    1840,   p.    4; 
L,   1845,   p.   6, 

3.  Nathaniel  Pope,    ed. ,    Laws  of  Territory  of  Illinois,    II,    600-604. 
4*     1,    1619,   p,    315. 

5^     L>   1825,  p.   178. 
6^     R,L.   1827,   o,    330. 

7.  lu    1839,   p.    4. 

8.  lu    1843,   p.    231,237;    effective   in  1&44. 

9>     Fr^uiklin  County   adopted  tovmship  organization  1871,   but  the  chcjige 
did  not  become   effective  until  1872. 
10.      L.    1849,   p.    194,205-8;    L.   1851,   p.    38,54-57;    L.   1853,   p.    14,15; 
L.    1855,   p.    35,37;   L.    1871-72,   p.    20-24. 
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Supervisor  of  Assaasments  (268,  269) 


sion  form,  lYhen  it  was  functioning  under  the  ooiranission  form  of  government, 
assessments  were  made  by  the  covinty  treasurer  acting  as  ex  officio  county 
assessor.^  Betn,veen  1849  and  1898,  the  assessing  officers  in  Franklin 
County  received  their  assessment  lists  frort,  and  reported  assessments  to, 
the  county  clerk. ^   In  the  latter  year,  the  legislature  provided  that 
the  county  treasurer  should  be  ex  officio  supervisor  of  assessments. 3 
From  that  date  until  the  present,  the  township  assessors  have  worked  un- 
€er   the  direction  of,  and  reported  the  assessment  of  property  to,  the 
county  treasurer,  acting  in  this  ex  officio  capacity.  Every  assessor  .is 
bonded  in  the  sum  of  ^500,   Bond  for  the  supervisor  of  assessment  is 
■^2,000  or  such  largor  sum  as  the  county  board  may  determine,^ 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  1,  2,  35-59,  141,  142,  270- 
277,  303,304, 

268.  TAX  SCHEDULES  OP  RAILROADS,  1918  —  .   2  f.b.  (1  not  numbered, 
331).   1890-19]?  in  County  Court  Papers,  Miscellaneous  (County 
Clerk's  File),  entry  94, 

Schedules  of  taxable  railroad  property,  showing  date,  name  of  railroad, 
description  and  assessed  valuation  of  right  of  way,  miles  of  track,  valu- 
ation of  rolling  stock,  equalized  valuation,  and  total  amount  of  assess- 
ment, Arr.  by  date  of  schedule.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm, 
11  X  5  X  21,  1  f.b,  not  numbered,  1918^31,  co,  clkis  east  vlt,,  1st  fl,; 
f.b,  331,  1932»»,  GO,  clk.»s  off.,  Ist  fl. 

269,  CORPORATION  TAX  BOOK  (Telephone  and  Telef!;raph),  1925—.   1  v. 

(1). 

Schedules  of  taxes   on  telephone  and  telegraph  company  properties,   showing 
name   of  company,    legal  description  of  property,   tax  spread,   total  tax,  and 
date,     Arr.  by  date   of  levy.     No  index,     Hdw,  under  pr.   hdgs .     300  p, 
18  X  13  X  1  1/2.     Co,   clk,«d  east  vlt,.   1st  fl. 

For  telephone  tax  lists,    1898»1924,  and  telegraph  tax  lists,   1885« 
1924,    see   entry  39. 


1#      L.    1873-74,    p,   74,      Franklin  had  commission  government  1875-76, 

1880-85. 
2,     L,   1849,   p.   121,128;   L.    1849,    Second  Sess,,   p,   38?   L,   1853,    p.   14,17, 

47,49,50}    L,    1871-72,    p.    19,20,22,23. 
5,     L.   1898,   p,   36,37. 
4»      Ibid.,   p,  3S,39j   L.   1923,    p,  493,494;   L,   1927,   p,   743,744. 


(Next  entry  270,  p,  19e ) 


XI.   BOAED  OF  IffiVIESr 


Tne  authority  to  ar-sess,  e&uelize,  and  review  or  revise  the  assess- 
ment of  property,  an  inportant  aspect  of  the  revenue  nrocedure,  is  exer- 
cised by  the  board  of  review,^  Early  legislation  r^rovided  for  appeals 
from  assessiTier.ts  to  the  county  comn;insioners'  court.   T!ie  court  vra.s  em- 
powered to  revievf  and  revise  assessrents  on  real  and  personal  property,'' 
In  1849,  the  county  court  succeeded  the  county  cor-xiss loners*  court  in 
Fran^'lin  County  and  ap^^cals  were  rade  to  that  body. 2  Bet-v/een  1872  and  1Q85, 
Franklin  County  alternated  bct\7een  tov/nship  organization  and  the  county 
commission  form  of  f-ovsrnment.  V/licn  cpcrating  under  tho  latter,  appeals 
v;Grc  heard  by  the  board  of  county  comx: issiontrc*  In  1072  v/hen  tov.riship 
organization  was  first  instituted^  this  jurisdiction  was  given  to  a  board 
composed  of  tiic  township  supervisor,  clerk,  and  assessor.^  The  board  of 
supt)*visors  in  their  annual  meeting  oxondned  th-c  assessment  rolls  in  the 
several  tov.-ns  to  ascertain  v.tiethcr  tlac  valuations  in  one  torm  bore  just 
relation  to  the  valuations  in  all  other  tovms  in  the  county,  and  v;cro  cm- 
pov.'ercd  to  iacrcaf^c  or  diminish  tlie  aggregate  valuation  of  real  estate  in 
any  tovm  accordingly.  They  could  mal:o  vdiatcvcr  alterations  they  dccmod 
necessary  in  the  description  of  the  lands  of  nonrceidcnts,  end  •'.•,'crc  re- 
quired to  assess  the  value  of  any  lends  om.ittcd  by  the  assessor,'   In  1885 
the  duties  of  the  board  of  supervisors  with  refard  ix   assessments  v/cre  the 
following: 

1,  To  c.sscss  omitted  prc^;, rty, 

2.  To  review  r.sscssr.cnts  upon  complaint, 

3.  To  hear  and  detcrm.inc  tho  application  of  any  person 
assessed  on  property  clair.ed  to  be  oxom.pt  from  taxa- 
tion, 

4,  To  r.sccrtviin  vAicther  the  valuation  in  one  to^m  or 
district  bore  just  relation  to  the  valuation  in  all 
tovms  or  districts  in  the  county  and  adjust  the  as- 
sessmients.; 


1,  L.  less,  p,  46-49;  L.  ICIS,  p.  566-70;  L.  1C19,  p.  727;  L,  1923,  p,  496- 
502;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  85-90;  L.  1931-52,  First  Sp.  Sess,, 

p.  71,  75-78;  L,  1955,  d.  1163-66, 

2,  L.  1839,  p,  7;  L.  1843,  p.  237;  L.  1845,  p.  8;  E.S.  1845,  p.  441. 

3,  L.  1849,  p.  65, 

4,  L,  1873-74,  p.  74, 

5,  Franklin  County  maintained  tovmship  organization  to  1075,  •'.vhen  the 
ooncrission  form  was  instituted;  tl'.e  township  plan  came  in  again  in 
1876,  lasting  to  1880  when  the  commission  form  -vms  reinstituted. 
Township  governm.ent  lastly  was  instituted  in  1885. 

6,  L.  1851,  p,  56;  L.  1871-72,  p,  21,22,24,25, 

7,  L.  1851,  p.  57,58;  L.  1871-72,  p.  24,25. 

8,  Ibid. 
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-  199  - 
Board  of  Reviev/  (270,271) 


In  1898  this  authority  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created  board  of 
review,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  v/ho  became  ex  officio 
chairman  of  the  board  of  review,  the  county  clerk,  and  one  citizen  appointed 
by  the  county  judge, 1   Since  1923  the  board  has  consisted  of  the  chairman  of 
the  county  board  as  ex  officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  reviev,',  and  two 
citizens  appointed  by  the  county  Judge.   The  members  of  the  board  select 
their  o'.vn  clerk.   The  tvro  citizen  members  are  appointed  alternately  for  a 
tvfo-year  term.*^ 

Today,  the  board  of  review  in  Franklin  Co-mty  is  required  to  assess 
taxable  property  omitted  from  the  rojrular  assessment,  to  review  and  correct 
assessments  on  property  claimed  to  be  incorrectly  assessed,  to  increase  or 
reduce  tho  entire  assessment  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  has  not  been  made  upon 
the  proper  basis,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any  person 
assessed  on  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  which  application 
if  successful  must  be  approved  by  the  tax  commission  to  be  final.   If  such 
application  is  not  approved  the  ovmcr   may  have  the  question  of  exem.ption  de- 
termined by  judgment  or  decree  of  court,  and  the  beard  of  roviov;  may  corroct 
any  error  or  mistake  (other  than  an  error  of  judgment  as  to  valu-aticn),  -with 
the  approval  of  the  assessing  authority,  any  time  before  judgment  of  the 
court. 3 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  1,  2,  36-59,  141,  142,  268, 
269,  272-277. 


270.  BOARD  OF  REVIFtT  COITUII'T  DOCKET,  1899  —  .   2  v.  (1,2). 
Docket  of  tax  complaints,  showing  date  and  number  of  complaint,  name  of 
complainant,  legal  description  of   property,  amount  of  assessment,  assessed 
valuation,  and  decision  and  orders  of  board..  Also  contains  Tinute  Record 
Board  of  Review,  1899-1926,  entry  271.  Arr.  by  complaint  no.  No  index. 
1899-1926,  hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.j  1927--,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   350  p. 

18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  east  vlt..,  1st  f  1 . 

271.  MliTTjTE  RECORD  BOARD  OF  REVIE'.T,    1927—.      1   v.    (2).      1899-1923   in 
Board   of  Review  Complaint  Docket,    entry  270. 

luinutes   of  proceedings    of  board    of  revie?/,    showing  date  and  place   of  meeting, 
names   of  members   and  complaintants,    amounts   of  assessment  and  appraised 
valuation,   and   date    of  complaint.     Arr.   by  date   of  meeting.     No   index.     Hdv,'. 
350  p.    18  X  13  X  2.      Co..  clk.'s   east  vlt.,    1st   fl. 


1.  L.    1898,    p.   46, 

2.  L.    1925,    p.    496,497;    L.    1931-32,    First   Sp.    Sess.,    p.    71-72. 

3.  L.    1898,    p.   46-49;    L  1915,    p.    566-70;    L.    1919,    p.    727;   L.    1923,    p.   496- 
502;    L.    1930  First  Sp.   Sess.,    p.   85-90;   L.    1931-32,    First  Sp.   Sess., 

p.    70,71,75-78;    L.    1935,    p.    1163-66. 


(Next  entry  272,  p.  202) 


XII.   C0L1£CT0R 


Tax  colleotions  in  Franklin  County  v/ere  first  made  by  the  shrriff,  act- 
ing as  ex  officio  county  collector.   YiTith  the  exception  of  five  years,  1839 
to  1844,  v;-hen  there  existed  a  separate  office  of  county  collector  filled  by 
appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court, '^  the  sheriff  continued  to 
act  in  this  capacity  until  1872;  in  that  year  tovmship  organization  was  first 
instituted  in  this  county,  and  tax  collections  became  the  joint  responsibility 
of  the  t'jv/nships  and  the  county,  vrith  the  county  treasurer  acting  as  ex  officio 
county  collector. 

5 
Under  this  plan,  town  collectors,  elected  one  in  each  township,  made 

collections  of  resident  property  taxes, ^  while  nonresident  and  delinquent  taxes 

were  collected  by  the  county  treasurer.    By  the  terms  of  an  act  of  1855  the 

tovm  collectors  were  required  to  return  their  tax„lists  or  books  to  the  county 

collector  who  delivered  them  to  the  county  clerk.   This  provision  was  changed 

in  1872  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  which  provided  that  the  county 

collector  should  make  an  annual  sworn  statement  to  the  county  clerk,  showing 

the  total  amount  of  each  kind  of  tax  collected,  the  amount  received  from  each 

town  collector,  and  the  amount  collected  by  himself. 

Between  1872  and  1885  Franlclin  County  alternated  its  form  of  county 
government  between  tovmship  organization  and  the  county  commission  form;  v/hen 
it  vras  functioning  under  thj  commission  form,  of  government  tax  collections 
were  the  responsibility  of  the  sheriff  acting  as  ex  officio  county  collector. 

In  1317  the  legislature  provided  for  thu  abolishment  of  the  office  of 
town  collector  in  counties  v/ith  fewer  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 


the  county  collector  to  be  ex  officio  town  collector  in  such  counties. 


10 


1.  Nathaniel  Pope  ed. ,  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  628; 

L.  1019,  p.  316r  L.  1821,  p.  100;  L.  1823,~p.  80;  R.L-  1827,  p.  370,374. 

2.  L.  1338-39,  p.  7. 

3.  L.  1643,  p.  234.   Franlclin  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1871, 
but  the  change  did  not  become  effective  until  1872. 

4.  L.  1849,  p.  194,200-12;  L.  1851,  p.  38,59-64;  L.  1853,  p.  67. 

5.  L.  1349,  p.  194;  L,  1851,  p.  38. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  59. 

7.  Ibid. ,  p.  53. 

8.  L.  1855,  p.  37. 

9.  L.  1371-72,  p.  56,57;  L.  1873-74,  p.  56;  L.  1930,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.,66,67y  L.  li 
p.  756;  L.  1931-52,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p,  112;  L,  IP^o,  p.  873,921;  L.  lOGS-o-J 
Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  220-  L.  1935,  p.  1156,1213:  L.  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess. 
p.  69,70. 

10.   L.  1917,  p.  793. 
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Collector 


As  Franklin  County  has  not  attained  this  population  minimum,!   the  county- 
collector  has  since  1917 i   raade  collections  for  the   tovoiships  as  well  as  for 
the  county. 2 

The  county  collector  is  bonded  in  an  amount  determined  upon  ty  the 
county  toard  in  addition  to  that  bonr'   required  of  him  as  county  treasurer. 3 
Under  statutory  provisions,   he   collects  taxes  for   the   state,    county  and 
other  governmental  agencies,    and  pays  to  the  proper  authorities   the   amount 
in  his  hands  payable  to  them.  ■*■     He  also    settles  annually  with  the  county 
"board. 5     He  prepares  an  pjinual  list  of  delinquent  property  and  files  it 
with  the   county  clerk, D  advertises  his  intention  of  applying  for  judgment 
for   sale  of  delinquent  lands  njid   lots, 7  and  is  required  to  attend,    in  person 
or  by  deputy,    all   tax  sales  resultin/^  from  this  action, °     The  county  clerk, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,   is  also  required   to  attend   all   tax  sales. 9     At 
such  sales,   the  clerk  and  collector  note  and  make  entry  of  all  tax  sales 
and  forfeitxires  to  the   state, 10 

The  county  collector  is  required  to  keep  his  records  as  collector  of 
taxes  separate  from  his  records  as  county  treasurer. H     The  records  of  the 
collector's  office  include  duplicates  of  receipts  iss\ied   to  taxpayers,    state 
auditor's  and  county  clerk's  certifications  of  the  collector's  settlements 
with  them,    duplicates  of  the  collector's  reports,   delinquent  property  records, 
and   tax  sale  and  forfeitxire  records. 

For  other  taxation  records,    see  entries  1,    2,    36-59,    1^1.   1^2,    268-271, 
303,   30U. 


1.  The  population  of  Franklin  County  was  2^,9^3 'in  1910;  57.2'^3  in  1920; 
and  59,UU2  in  I93O  (Pojmlation  Bulletin,  p.  9).  Figures  for. the  I9U0 
census   show  the  pooulation  to  be  53, 1*^7 • 

2.  L.  1917.  p.  793;  L.  1925.  r>.  605;  L.  1929.  p.  77^.77'^:  L.  19:^1.  p.  905-S; 

L.  1933.  p.  1115,1116. 

3.  L.  I87I-72,  p.  ^6;  L.  1931,  p.  7^+8;  L.  19^.1-32,  First  Sp.  Sess..  p.  85. 
86;  L.  1933-3'+,  Third  Sp.  Sess..  p.  225,226. 

U.  L.  I871-72,  p.  •■-,6-59;, L.  1933.  P.  922;  L.  1935.  p.  1156,1213;  L.  1935-36. 
Fourth  Sp.    Sess.,   p.   68,69. 

5.  L,  I87I-72,  V.   56;  L.  10^,5,  o.  115^,1156. 

6.  L.  1898.  p.  51;  L.  1931,  p.  759. 

7.  L.  IS7I-72.  p.  UU;  L.  1937,  p.  1010. 

8.  L.  I87I-72,  p.  US;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  6U. 

9.  L.  I87I-72.  p.  Us. 

10.  Ibid.;  L.  1933,  p.  SS6. 

11.  L.  1917,  p.  66U,665;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess..  p.  6O-6?;  L.  1935, 
p.  IIU9-58. 


-   202  - 
(273-276)  Collector  -  Collection; 

Settlcncr^t;    Dclinquont 
Tax,   Abatoucnt 


Colloction 

272.  TAX  R3C2IPTS  (Real   Estate   and  Personal  Property),    1903 — , 
234  v.,    1903-31;    3tdl.,    1923~.      Missing:    191&-14. 

County  collector'  s  duplicate  tax  receipts   showing  name  of   taxpaj'er,    date 
of  levy,    description  of  property,    amoionts  paid  and  delinquent,    interest, 
and  advertising  costs,    and  signature  of  payer,      Arr,   by  date  of  levy. 
No   index,     Hdw,    on  pr,    fm.      V.    300  p.    10  x  6  l/2  x  l/2;    bdl. 
5x1  1/2  X  2,      234  V,,    1903-31,    v/est  wash  rm, ,    1st   fl, ;    3  bdl,,    1923--, 
treas.'s   small  vlt.,    1st  fl,,    Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 

273.  COLLECTOR'S  ACOOUl'JTS,    1879-1916,      3  v.    (iv. ,    1879-1916; 
1  v..    1884-88;    1  v.,    1899-1903), 

Register  of  county  collector's   accounts  with  townships,    showing  name  of 
collector,   eiaount  charged  to  each  account,    tax  spread,   amounts  collected 
and  delinquent,    collectors'    coramissions,    clerk's  fees,    and  date  of  final 
settlement,      Arr,   by  date  of  final    settlecient.      No   index,      Hdw,    under  pr, 
hdgs,      250  p.   18  X  13  x  2,      2  v. ,    1879..1916,    1899-1903,    west  wash  rm, ," 
Ist  fl.;    1  v.,    1884-88,    attic. 


Settlement 

274.      SETTLSI-3NT  RECORD,    1919—.      8  v.    (1  not  labeled,    B,    3-8).      Title 
Taries:   Collector's  Settlement  Record,    1  v,   not  labeled,   1919-20; 
Settlement  Ledger,    v.    3,    1921-22,      1870-1918  in   Treasurer's 
Account  Books,    entry  278, 
Register  of  county  collector's   settleiaents,    showing  name  of  collector, 
date  and   amount  of  collections,    tax  spread,    £uid  signature  of  county 
clerk.      Arr,   by  date  of  settlement.      No   index,     Hdw,   under  pr,    hdgs. 
600  p.    17  X  12  X  3.      Treas.'s  lar/^o  vlt.,    1st  fl.,   Mercantiie  Bank  Bldg, 


Delinquent  Tpjc,    Abatement 

275.  aSATI1/.E!IT  RECORD,    1909—.      9  v,    (I-8,    1  not  numbered);    1  bdl. 
Copies  of  county  collector's  reports  on  delinquent  and  abated  real   eJid 
personal  property  taxes,   showing  name  of  owner,   description  of  property, 
assessed  and  equalized  values,    tax  sprepii,    total   tax,    and  cause  of 
delinquency.     Real  estate  arr.   by  twp,   no,;   personal  property  arr,    piph, 
by  ncjne  of  person  assessed.      No   index.      Hdw.    on  or.   fm.      175  p, 

13  X  12  X  1  1/2.      V,    1-3,    1909-14,    west  wash  rm.',    1st  /I.;   v.' 4-8,   1915- 
25,    1  not  numbered,    1925,    treas.'s   sm-11  vlt.,    1st  fl.;    1  bdl.,    1927—, 
treas.'s  l?j{:e  vlt,,    1st  fl,.   Mercantile  B-yak  Bldg, 

276,  TAX  RSDH'IPTIOK  CERTIFICATES,    192&— .      14  f.b. 

Tax  redemption  certificates  showing  date,    name  of  person  redeeming  prop- 
erty,   legal  description  of  property,    amounts  of  delinquent   tax,  penalties, 
and  costs,    and  book,   page,    and  linn  of  entry  in  collector's  books,     Arr, 
by   certificate  no.      No   index.     Hdw.    on  pr,    fm,      2  I/2  x  1  x  1,      Treas.'s 
off,,   1st  fl,,  Mercantile  Banic  Bldg, 


^  203  « 
Collector  -  Delinquent  (27?) 

Tax,    Abatement 


277.      STATFllENT   OF  DELINQUENT  TAX  FORFEITED  TO   STATE,    I921-3O. 

U  V.  (1-U). 
Detailed    statement  of  property  offered   for    sale  and  forfeited   to   state 
for  delinquent   taxes  due   to  lack  of  "bidders,    showing  date,    amount  of 
delinquent   teix,    value,   and  legal   description  and   location  of  property. 
Arr.   "by   sec,    twp.,    and  range   nos.      No   index.      Hdw,   onpr.    fm.      200  p. 
17  X  15  X  2.     Treas.'s   small  vlt.,    1st   fl.,   Mercantile  Bank  Bldg. 


(next  entry  278,  p,  205) 


XIII,   TREASURER 


Yftien  Franklin  County  was  organized  the  county  treasurer  was  e-n 
appointee  of  the  territorial  Governor,^  From  1819^  to  1825  this  officer 
was  appointed  by  the  county  conunissioners '  court.  However,  in  the  latter 
year  this  office  was  abolished  and  the  duties  of  the  treasurer  v;ere 
assumed  by  the  sheriff, ^  From  1827,  when  the  office  was  reestablished, 
to  1837,  the  county  treasurer  was  appointed  annually  by  the  county  com- 
missioners' court, ^  In  the  latter  year  the  treasurer  became  and  has  con- 
tinued to  be  an  elective  official, ^  He  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor  for 
a  four-year  term,^  In  1845  the  term  was  reduced  to  two  years,'  The 
office  v/as  made  constitutional  in  1870  without  change  of  torm,^  Then 
in  1880  by  constitutional  amendment  the  term  was  lengthened  to  four  years 
and  it  was  further  provided  that  no  treasurer  be  eligible  for  reelection 
until  four  years  after  expiration  of  his  term  of  off ice, 9  The  penal  sum 
of  the  treasurer's  bond  is  determined  by  the  county  board, ^^  and  his 
securities  are  subject  to  its  approval.  Upon  request  of  the  treasurer,  the 
board  designates  the  bank  in  which  the  public  funds  are  to  be  deposited. 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  treasurer  receives  the  revenue 
of  the  county,  has  custody  of  its  funds,  and  disburses  them  in  accordance 
with  orders  of  the  county  board  or  specific  authorization  by  law.  He  is  re- 
quired to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  received  and  disbursed  by 
him,  to  maintain  a  register  of  county  orders  countersigned  and  paid,  to 
report  annually  to  the  county  board  on  the  financial  transactions  of  his 
office,  and  to  settle  his  accounts  v;ith  the  board  semiannually, ^J-  The 
last  two  requirem.ents  give  rise  to  a  number  of  segregated  records  of  ac- 
counts beyond  strict  statutory  requirements.  In  addition,  reports  are 
made  to  the  treasurer  by  other  county,  district,  public,  and  semipublic 
authorities  in  the  process  of  transacting  business  with  him,  and  finally 


1,  Nathaniel  Pope,  ed,.  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  II,  600-604, 

2,  L,  1819,  p.  315, 

3,  L,  1825,  p.  173, 

4,  R.L,  1827,  p.  329}  R,L,  1833,  p,  515,516, 

5,  L,  1837,  p,  49, 

6,  Ibid. 

7,  L,  1845,  p,  28;  L,  1851,  p.  144, 

8,  Const,  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8,  ' 

9,  Ibid,,  as  amended  Ilovomber  1880, 

10.  R,L,  1827,  p.  329j  R,S,  1874,  p.  323,  The  bond  is  required  to  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk, 

11,  L.  1837,  p.  194,195;  L,  1843,  p,  151;  R,S,  1845,  p,  137-39;  L,  1861, 
p.  239,240;  R.S,  1874,  p,  323,324, 


-  204  - 


<-  205  « 

Treasurer  -  General  (278-280) 

Accounts 


a  large  numlser  of  records  arise  from  the  requirement  for  collectors  cf 
taxes  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  treasurer. 


General  Accounts 
(See  also  entries  3-24) 


Ledgers 


278.  TKBASUEER'S  ACCOUNT  BOOKS,    1859—.     7  v. 

County  treasurer's  record  of  receipts  and  dishursements  for  various  ccxinty 
funds,    including  non-high  schools,   1917—,    institute,    1833—,   mothers'   pen- 
sion,   1914—,   and  heirship,    1913—,   and  also   record  of  appropriations, 
1869-1911,    showing  date,   amount,   and  purpose  of  receipt  or  disbursement, 
name  of  paj'"er  or  recipient,  account  credited  or  debited,   total  receipts 
and  disbursements,  and  balance  available.     Also  contains  Settlement  Record, 
1870-1918,    entry  274;    Cash  Receipts,   1869-1925,   entry  280;   and  Treasurer's 
Fee  Book  (Report  Record),   1869-1907,   entry  290,     Arr,  by  date  of  receipt  or 
disbursement.     Indexed  alph,  by  title  of  fund.     Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
500  p.  18  X  13  X  2,     1  v.,    1869-74,   west  wash  rm,,    1st  fl.j   6  v.,    1875—, 
treas,'s  large  vlt,,   1st  fl,,  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 

279.  BUDGET  RECORD,    1912—,     7  v,    (1-6,   1  not  numbered).     Title  varies; 
Annual  Appropriation  Register  of  County  Countersigned  and  Jury 
Certificates,   v,   1-6,   1912-32, 

Appropriation  ledger  showing  date  and  amount   of  appropriation,   name  of 
fund,   date,   number,   eunount,   and  purpose  of  order,   and  narae  of  recipient, 
Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.      1912-19,   no  index;    1920—,   indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  fund.     Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,     400  p.   18  x  13  x  2,     V,   1,    1912-19, 
west  wash  rm, ,   1st  fl.;   v,  2-6,   1920-32,   treas,'s   small  vlt,,   1st  fl,. 
Mercantile  Banlc  Bldg,;   1  v,  not  nurabered,   1933—,   treas,'s  large  vlt., 
1st  fl,,  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg. 

Cash  Books 

280.  CASH  RECEIPTS,    1925—.      1  v,    (l).      1869-1925  in  Treasurer's 
Account  Books,    entry  278, 

Record  of  monthly  cash  receipts  for  various   county  funds,   including 
mothers'   pension,   office  expenses,    state-aid  highway,    and  state's  attor- 
ney's funds,    showing  amount   of  orijlnal  appropriation,    date  of  entry,   total 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  month,   and  balance  available.     Arr,   by  date 
of  receipt  or  disbursement.     No  index.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.     600  p,    20  x  15  x  3, 
Treas.'s  large  vlt,,   1st   fl,.  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 


1.     R,L,   1827,   p,   330-33;  L.   1839,   p.   8-10;   L.    1845,   p.   11;  L,   1895, 
p.   304;  L.   1913,  p.  516;   L.    1933,   p,   898, 


-  206  - 
(281-287)  Treasxirer  -  fJeneral 

Accounts 


281.  DAILY  CASH  BLOTTER  (Daily  Cash  Balances),  1934—,   1  v. 

Daily  record  of  all  cash  received  by  treasurer,  showing  date,  amount,  and 
pui'pose  of  pajTient,  name  of  payer,  fund  credited,  receipt  number,  and  total 
amount  of  cash  collected,  Arr,  by  receipt  no.  No  index,  Hdv;,  on  pr,  fm, 
200  p,  14  X  11  X  1,  Treas,«s  large  vlt,,  1st  fl,,  Mercantile  Bank  51dg. 

County  Orders 

282.  ~,B3ISTER  OF  COUNTY  ORDERS  CCUI.'TERSIGIJED,  1847—,   7  v,  Missing: 
1860-69,  Title  varies:  Rer,ister  of  County  Orders,  2  v.,  1870- 
lD13j  County  Treasurer's  Book,  1  v.,  1847-59, 

Register  of  cancelled  county  orders,  showing  date,  amount,  and  number  of 
order,  and  name  of  recipient.  Also  contains  Register  of  Jury  Certificates, 
1847-1913,  entry  283 j  Register  of  Mothers'  Pension  Orders  Countersigned, 
1919-25,  entry  284;  Cancelled  Vferrant  Register  (Motor  Fuel  Tax),  1932- 
35,  entry  286;  Register  of  State-Aid  Orders,  1934--,  entry  287,  Arr,  by 
order  no.  Ho  index,  1847-59,  hdw,;  1870 — ,  hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,  200  - 
450  p.  13  X  8  X  2  -  16  X  12  X  2,   3  v.,  1847-1913,  attic;  4  v,,  1914—, 
treas,'s  large  vlt,,  1st  fl..  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 

283.  REGISTER  OF  JURY  CERTIFICATES,  1914—,  4  v.  (2-5).   1847-1913 
in  Register  of  County  Orders  Countersigned,  entry  282. 

Register  of  cancelled  jury  certificates,  showing  date,  number,  and  amount 
of  ^varrant,  name  of  recipient,  and  date  of  cancellation.  Arr,  by  date  of 
cancellation.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  250  p,  16  x  12  x  2,  Treas.'s 
large  vlt.,  1st  fl,,  Korcantilo  Bank  Bldg, 

284.  PJIGISTSR  OF  MOTHERS'  PENSION  ORDERS  COUITTERSIGNED,  1926—.   2  v, 
1919-25  in  Register  of  County  Orders  Countersigned,  entry  282. 

Register  of  mothers'  pension  orders  countersigned,  showing  date,  number, 
and  amount  of  order,  nane  of  recipient,  and  date  of  cancellation.  Arr, 
by  order  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  250  p.  16  x  12  x  2 ,   Treas.'s 
large  vlt.,  1st  fl.,  fiercantile  Bank  Bldg, 

285.  COL^ITY  IIIGmVAY  ".TARRANT  i-HGISTER,  1934—,   1  v. 

Register  of  motor  fuel  tax  warrants,  showing  date,  number,  amount,  and 
purpose  of  cluim^  name  of  recipient,  and  date  of  cancellation,  Arr,  by 
warrant  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.  225  p,  14  x  13  x  1,  Treas.'s 
large  vlt.,  1st  fl.,  Llercantile  Banlc  Bldg, 

286.  a\i; CELLED  '.VARRAI^T  PJSGISTER  (Uotor  Fuel  Tax),  1936—,   1  v, 
1932-35  in  Register  of  County  Orders  Countersigned,  entry  282, 

Register  of  cancelled  motor  fuel  tax  warrants,  shov/ing  date,  amount,  and 
number  of  warrant,  and  name  of  recipient,  Arr,  by  warrant  no.  No  index, 
Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  200  p,  11  l/2  x  12  x  1,  Treas,'s  large  vlt.,  1st 
fl,,  i'ercantilo  Bank  Bldg, 

287.  REGISTET.  OF  STA.E-AID  CRD::  ri,  1929-33.   2  r.   1934-^  in  i'-agister 
of  County  Orders  Cou:iter signed,  entry  282, 

Register  of  cancelled  state-aid  road  orders,  showing  date,  number,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  order,  name  of  recipient,  and  date  of  cancellation,  Arr, 
by  date  of  cancellation.  No  index,  Kdw,  iinder  pr.  hd[;s.   250  p. 
16  X  12  X  2,  Treas.'s  large  vlt.,  1st  fl,.  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 
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Treasurer  -  Special  (288-290) 

Accounts;  Reports 


Special  Accounts 

Highway  (See  also  entries  8, 
17,  19,  280,  285-287,  308, 
309,  311,  312) 

288.  COUNTY  MOTOR  FUEL  TAK  ALLOTJ-EKT  RECORD,  1934—,   1  v. 
Register  of  motor  fuel  tax  allotments,  showing  date  and  amount  requested 
by  county  board,  date,  number,  and  amount  of  claim,  explanation  of  al- 
locations, amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  balance  available, 
Arr,  by  date  of  allotment.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   200  p, 

13  X  10  X  1,  Treas.'s  large  vlt,,  1st  fl,.  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 

Vital  Statistics  (See  also 
entries  11,  20,  93 ) 

289,  ACCOm^iT  BOOK  BIRTHS  AI^TD  DEATHS,  1902-3,   1  v, 

Hegister  of  county  treasurer's  accounts  with  registrars  of  births  and 
deaths,  shovfing  number  of  births  and  deaths  reported,  name  and  address  of 
person  making  report,  date  and  amount  of  money  received,  name  of  recipient, 
and  date  of  certification  by  county  clerk,  Arr,  alph,  by  surname  of  child 
or  deceased.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  300  p,  16  x  12  x  1  l/2. 
East  vjash  rm,,  1st  fl. 


Reports 

290,  TREASURER'S  FEE  BOOK  (Report  Record),  1908—,   1  v.   18G9-1907 
in  Treasurer's  Account  Books,  entry  278, 
Register  of  county  treasurer's  semiannual  expense  report  to  board  of 
supervisors,  showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipt  or  disbursement, 
total  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  balance  available,  Arr,  by  date  of 
receipt  or  disbursement.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  159  p,  18  x 
13  X  2,  Treas.'s  large  vlt,,  let  fl,.  Mercantile  Bank  Bldg, 


(Next  entry  291,  p.  210) 


XIV,  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

The  first  county  school  official  in  Franklin  County  was  the  county 
school  commissioner,-'-  The  principal  duties  of  this  officer,  an  appointee 
of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  centered  around  the  sale  of  school 
lands.  His  reports  of  these  sales  were  made  to  the  county  commissioners' 
court  and  recorded  by  their  clerk  in  a  well-bound  book  kept  for  that  pur^^ 
pose, 2  The  school  commissioner  also  reported  to  the  county  commissioners' 
court  on  his  other  transactions  in  regard  to  the  school  fund,^  Beginning, 
with  the  year  1841,  the  school  commissioner  was  elected  for  a  two-year  term,^ 
In  1845  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  created  as  an 
ex  officio  office  of  the  county  school  commissioners.   For  his  ex  officio 
duties  as  superintendent  of  schools,  the  commissioner  received  additional 
compensation  for  the  days  actually  engaged  in  the  performance  of  these 
duties,"  In  1865  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  war.  es- 
tablished as  an  independent  office,  and  had  delegated  to  it  the  authority 
formerly  vested  in  the  county  school  commissioner, ''^ 

The  superintendent  of  schools  is  now  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years, ^ 
Before  entering  upon  his  duties  ho  must  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath  and 
execute  a  bond  in  the  ponal  sum  of  not  less  than  .':)12,000  to  be  approved  by 
the  county  board  or  by  the  judge  and  clork  of  the  county  court, ^  Tho  super- 
intendent's office  serves  as  the  central  school  administrative  agency  for  the 
county.  One  or  more  of  the  several  congressional  townships  comprise  the 
several  school  districts.  Within  these  administrative  units  are  elected  boards 
of  trustees  who  have  oxocutivo  and  financial  rosponsibilitios  which  come  under 
tho  supervision  of  tho  county  suporintondont,^^  Tho  boards  of  trustees  appoint 
their  own  treasurers  who  also  act  as  clerks  of  the  to^vnship  (or  school  district) 
boards, 11 

The  superintendent  makos  quarterly  and  annual  reports  to  the  county 
board  and  also  reports  to  tho  State  Superintendent,  of  Public  Instruction, 


-  208  - 


-  209  - 
Superinten(ient  of  3(Siools 


the  State  Department  of  Pa"blic  Hs'alth,  the  state  fire  marshal,  anJ  the 
state  architect.  His  original  duties  are  the  following: 

1,  To  sell  township  fund  lands  and  issue  certificates  of 
purchase. 

2,  To  examine  the  complete  accounts  of  every  township 
treasurer  in  hi^  county  and  report  irregularities  to 
the  township  trustees, 

3,  To  conduct  a  teachers'  institute,,  hold  quarterly  exami- 
nations for  teachers*  certificates,  and  issue  such, 

4,  To  hold  examinations  for  normal  and  university  scholar- 
ships. 

5,  To  visit  the  public  schools  in  the  county,  observe  methods 
of  instniction,  make  recommendations  to  teachers,  and  ad- 
vise school  officers;  to  ohservo  sanitary  a;nd  safety  con- 
ditions, and  notify  tinstees  and  state  authorities  of  un- 
satisfactorj'-  conditions;  to  inspect  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, and  approve  those  meeting  state  regulations,^ 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  is  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  Pioneer  legislation  of  1869  provided  that 
the  school  directors  wore  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  the  teachers' 
institute  in  thoir  covuity  without  the  loss  of  time  or  pay.^  Twenty  years 
later,  the  superintendent  of  schools  was  required  to  hold  the  institute 
annually. "^  A  fund  was  set  up  for  this  purpose  which  has  continued  to  "bo 
made  up  of  the  fees  received  from  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates 
and  from  teachers'  registration.  Money  from  the  fund  is  paid  out  only 
on  the  order  of  the  superintendent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  annual 
institute.  When  the  fund  exceeds  the  annual  cost  of  the  institute,  the 
excess  may  be  paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teachers,* 

The  superintendent  of  schools  keeps  all  his  records  in  his  office 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  Ward  Building,  Benton, 


1,  P..S.  1845.  p,  498,499:  L.  1847,  p.  122;  L.  1849,  p.  156;  L.  1853, 

p,  246,247;  L,  1855,  p.  66,67;  L,  1861,  p.  190,191;  L,  1865,  p.  119,130; 
L.  1909,  p.  347-50;  L,  1915,  p,  636-38. 

2,  L«.1869,  p.  394. 

3.  L.  1889,  p.  312, 

4.  L,  1905,  p,  385;  L.  1931,  p,  876. 


-  210  - 
(291-296)  Superintendent  of   Schools  - 

Accounts  of  School   Funds; 
Sale  of  School  Lands;    School 
Districts 

Accounts  of  School  Funds 
(See  also   entry   276) 

291.  DI31SI3UTI01:  OF  STAT2  SCHOOL  FUITLS,    1883--.      3  v.      Missing:    1924-25. 
Account  book  of  school   fund  distributions,    showing  names  of  township,    re- 
cipient,   and  treasurer,   location  of  towr.ship,   school  district  number,    and 
date,    Gziount,  and  purpose  of  receipts  ?jid  disbursements.      Arr.   by  date  of 
receipt  or  disbursencnt.     No   index.      Hdw.      200  p.   12  x  8  x  1. 

292.  NOJT-HIGH  SCHOOL  (Fund)  RECORD,    1918—.      2  v. 

Ledger  of  receiots  and  disb\jxnem<3nts  of  non-hiyh  school  fund,    showing  bnl- 
ance  at  close  of  Ip.st  fiscal  ycsx,   date,    "mount,    and  purpose  of  receipts 
pjid  disbursements,    ntune  of  recipient  or  pryor,    date,   number,    ojid  nno'ont  of 
order  issued,    total    amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,    -•^nd  bplrjice 
ftvail».ble.     Arr,   by  d.ite  of  receipt  or  disbursement.     No  index.     Edw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.      200  -  250  p.   9   X  11  X  1  -  12  X  18  x  1  l/2. 

293.  IIJSTITUTS  ?TOD  STUBS,   1923—.      9  v. 

Stubs  of  w^xr.-nts  issued  r.gainst  institute  funds,    showing  number,    amount, 
dp.te,    fuid  purpose  of  w?rrr'nts,    ^.jid  n.imc  of  recipient.     Arr,  by  wpxrnnt 
no.     No  index,     Hdw,   on  pr.   fn,     50  tj,    2  x  4  x  1/2. 


Sf>Xe  of  School  Lands 

2S3L    (SALS  OF  SCHOOL  Li'JTDS),    1850-53.     In  Supervisors'   Record,   entry  2. 
Record  of  snlcs  of  school  lands,    showing  section,    township,   rr^ge,    and 
districts  numbers,   drte,  plnce,    and  rmount  of  sale,    -Jid  npiac  of  purch?.ser. 


School  Districts 

294,  3CHXL  DISTRICT  REPORT  OF  CLAIMS  FOR  STATE  AID  (Claims  for  Str.te 
Aid),    1923--.     15  f.b. 

School   cl-^-ims  for  st"te  ^Id,    shoving  d»tc,   n^^o  rnd  number  of  school 
district,   general  informr.tion,    fin'^jicirl  d«<.ta,   nrmos  of  teachers,    and 
budget.      Arr.   by  d^.to  of  cl^in.      No   index,     Hdw,   on  pr,    fm, 
16  X  2  X  10, 

295,  CLAIXS  FOR  STAT2  AID  (,5nd   School  District  Budget),    1923~.      1  v. 
Record  of  claims  for   st'.te  aid,    showing  npjne,    number  ?jid  assessed  md 
equalized  values  of  property  in  school  district,   date  of  report,   number 
of  teachers  employed,    avcr-->^e  daily  attend-r.co  of  pupils,    date,    number, 
njid  tot,?l   ?xiount  of  claim,    ind  d-te   and  ''mount  distributed  to   township 
trcasxirer,     ^Uso  contains  Illinois   School  District  Budget,   1927—,    entry 
295,     Arr,   by  date  of  claim.     No   index,     Hdw,   on  pr,   fin,     300  p, 

9   X  14  X  1, 

296,  ILLINOIS  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  BUDGET,  1925-26,  1  v,   1927—  in  Claims 
for  State  Aid  (and  School  District  Budget),  entry  295. 

Record  of  school  fund  distributions  to  v-:'j:iou3  school  districts,  showing 
najnc  of  township,  district  number,  dato,  ^ni.   total  ''jaount  sent  to  town- 
ship treasurer,  Arr.  by  date  of  distribution.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm, 
500  p.  12  X  14  X  2  1/2, 
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Teachers'  Records;  Pupil 

Records 

297.  (District)  SCHOOL  PLi^-T  RECORD,  1881—.  1  v. 
Political  map  of  school  districts,  shov/ing  name  of  township,  name,  number,- 
location,  legal  description,  and  "boundaries  of  each  school  district,  date 
of  plat,  and  signature  of  superintendent  of  schools.  Arr»  by  date  of  plat* 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  twp,  Hand-dra-vm.  250  p,  18  x  13  x  1  l/2. 


Teachers'  Records 

298,  ILLINOIS  TEACHERS  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE  RECORD,  1928~-.  2  f .b. 
Title  varies:  Teachers'  Permanent  Record,  1  f.b,,  1928-30, 

Teachers'  permanent  record  showing  name,  age,  and  address  of  teacher,  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  certificate,  educational  qualifications,  teaching 
experience,  salary,  and  amount  contributed  to  teachers'  pension  and  retire- 
ment fund.  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  teacher.  No  index,  Ildw,  on  pr,  fra, 
6  X  11  X  14, 

For  prior  and  concurrent  similar  records  in  bound  form,  see  entries 
299,  300. 

299,  RECORD  OF  REGISTRATION  OF  TE/^CtlERS'   CERTIFICATES,   1923—.     3  v. 
Record  of  teachers'   cei'tificates,    shov^-lng   date  of  registration  or  renevra.l/ 
name,   age,   and  address  of  teacher,   number  and  kind  of  certificates,   amount 
contributed  to  teachers'    pension  and  retirement   fund,   and  remarks,     Arr.  by 
date  of  certificate.     No   index,     Hdw,  under   pr,  hdgs,     75  p#  12  x  16  x  1, 

300,  TEACHERS'  DIRECTORY,  1923—.  8  v.,  1  folder.  Hissing:  1903-22, 
1889-1902  in  Record  of  Teachers  Employed,  entry  301, 

Register  of  teachers  in  Franklin  County,  showing  name  and  address  of 
teacher,  teacliing  experience,  educational  qualifications,  location  of 
present  position,  salary,  amounts  contributed  to  teachers'  pension  and 
retirement  fund,  grade  and  number  of  certificate,  and  date  of  school  term, 
Arr,  by  date  of  school  term.  No  index.  Typed,  V,  25  p,  8  x  10  ::  l/2j 
folder  16  X  10  X  3, 

301,  RECORD  OF  TEACHERS  EIIPLOYED,  1839-1902.  1  v. 

Teachers'  employment  record  shomng  name  and  address,  teaching  experience, 
salary,  and  name  and  number  of  school  districts.  Also  contains  Teachers' 
Directory,  1889-1902,  entry  300,  Arr.  by  date  of  employment.  No  index, 
Hdw,  under  jr,  hdgs,  150  p,  18  x  13  x  1. 


Pupil  Records 

302.  NON-HIGH  SCHOOL  RECORD  (Final  Examination  Record  of  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Grade  Pupils),  1915--.  3  v. 
Register  of  ^pils  graduating  from  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  shov;-ing  name, 
address,  and  age  of  pupil,  subjects  examined,  grades  attained,  name  of 
teacher,  district  number,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index,  Hd\'J-,  under  pr,  hdgs,  4-00  p.  17  x  12  x  2, 
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Reports;  Registers  of 
School  Officers;  School 
Treasurers'  Bonds 

Roporto 

303.  TRUSTEES'    ANFU^U-  REPORT,    1883--.      650  panphlets. 

School    trustees'    annual  reports,    including  to\mship   treasurers'    financial 
reports  and  quarterly,    semiannual,    and  annual   reports  of   school  officers, 
showing  names  of  school   trustees,    teachers,    and  school,    school  census, 
district  nur.oer,    number  of   students  enrolled,    qualifications   of  teachers, 
income   from  taxes  and  other  sources,    and  account  of  expenditures.     Arr,  by 
district  and  rrXigc  nos.     No   index.     Hdw,    on  pr.    fm.      38  p.   15  x  10  x  l/2. 

304.  .\i:iTJ;vl  REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS,    1883—.      55' v. 
Copies  of  school   superintendent's   annual  report  to  state   3i;5)crintendent  of 
public  instruction,    showing  school   census,    enrollments,   names,   positions, 
and  qualifications  of   teachers,   promotion  of  health  p.nd  attendance,    tax 
levies,    annual   s?J.iries  of  element-Ty  r.nd  high  school   teachers,   district, 
distributive,    sand  township  funds,    receipts   and  orqjcnditurcs,    tuitions 
prdd,    exhibits,    investments,    gencr?\l    rjid  finrncial   report,  number  of  ono- 
room  schools,    and  memorrjidn..     Arr,   by  date  of  report  "'Jid.  by  subject  there- 
under.    No  index.      Hdw,    on  pr.    fm.      38  p,   15  x  10  x  l/2, 

305.  TE.ICH2RS'    PRSLIKIi:.\RY  REPORT,    1930--.      9  v. 

Teachers'    bimonthly  and  annurd  reports  of  p\:^ils'    classifications,    standing, 
achievements,    rjid  attendance,    showing  n?jne,    ago,    nnd  grade  of  v/orlc  pursued 
by  students,    subjects  studied,   grades  earned,    general   avorngc,    d^^ys   at- 
tended,   record  of  tardiness,   nriie   ind  address  of  pnjent  or  gurrdian,    con- 
dition of  school  building  and  school  library,    district  nrjne   ?nd  number, 
dates,    nnd  remarks.     Arr,   by  district  no.     No   index,     Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs. 
100  p.   9  X  16  X  1. 


Registers  of  School  Officers 

306.     REGISTER  OF  XUKTY   SUPER INTEITDENT  MAGISTRATES  (Miscellaneous 
Record),    1883--.      1  v. 
Register  of  v-rious   school   officials,    showing  ncme,    eddress,    rnd  officirl 
title  of  school  officer,    length  of  term  rnd  date  of  election  or  rppointment, 
also   contains  list  of  appointments  of  school  election  judges   and  clerks  pnd 
notation  of  proceedings   in  establishing  community  high  schools.      This 
volume  contf^ins  a  discontinued  register  of  persons   authorized  to  celebrate 
marriages.   1883-1901.     i\rr.  by  date  of  entry.     No  index.     Hdw.     200  td. 
14  X  9  X  2. 


School   Treasurers'    Bonds 
(See  also  entry  117) 

307.      TO'rfNSHIP  TREASURERS'    BOND,    1923—.      1   f.b. 
School    treasurers'    bonds   showing  names  of  treasurer,    township,    school 
trustees,    -^nd  sureties,   date,   amount,    and  obligations  of  bond,    and  date 
of  filing.     Arr.   by   date  of  filing.     No   index.     Hdw,   on  x>t,   fm, 
10  X  5  X  12. 


(Next  entry  308,  p.  215) 


XV.   SUPERINTENDENT  OP  HIGHWAYS 


Erom  1819  to  1849  the  county  commissioners'  court  exercised  juris- 
diction over  roads  eind  bridges  in  Franklin  County. ^  The  court  was  em- 
powered to  locate  new  roads,  to  divide  the  county  into  road  districts,  and 
to  appoint  a  supervisor  in  each  district. 2  The  construction  and  maintenance 
of  roads  was  effected  by  means  of  a  labor  tax  levied  on  all  able-bodied 
men  bet\7een  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty; ^  however,  in  1841  it  was 
changed  to  twenty-one  to  fifty. '^  It  was  the  supervisor's  duty  to  summon 
these  men  for  work  when  road  labor  was  needed. 5 

From  1849  to  1872  the  county  court  in  Franklin  Coiinty  had  control  and 
supervision  of  public  roads  ajid  bridges.  The  substitution  of  this  adminis- 
trative body  for  the  old  county  commissioners'  court  effected  no  material 
changes  in  the  earlier  setup.  The  system  of  road  districts  was  retained 
and  the  woi-k  of  superintending  road  construction  and  maintenance  continued 
to  be  vested  in  district  supervisors.^ 

In  1872,  when  township  organization  was  first  instituted  in  Franklin 
County,  the  care  and  superintendence  of  roads  became  the  responsibility  of 
the  townships. 7  Between  1872  and  1885  Franlclin  County  alternated  between 
township  organization  and  the  commission  form  of  goveriimGnt.  Wlien  operating 
under  the  latter  form  the  supervision  of  highways,  roads  and  bridges  was 
vested  in  the  board  of  county  cominissioners®  and  the  maintenance  and  super- 
intendence v/as  entrusted  to  three  highway?-  commissioners  elected  in  each 
road  district  for  a  term  of  three  years. ^  Franklin  County  reinstituted 
townsliip  organization  in  1385  which  has  continued  to  the  present.   Legis- 
lation enabling  the  adoption  of  this  form  of  county  government  provided 
for  the  election  in  each  township  of  a  highway  commissioner  and  as  many 
overseers  of  highv;ays  as  there  were  districts  in  the  county.  The  commis- 
sioners at  their  annual  meeting  determined  necessary  action  for  establishing 
new  roads  and  repairing,  altering,  or  vacating  old  roads;  the  overseers 
of  highv/ays  were  then  required  to  carry  out  the  commissioners'  instruc- 
tions.-'-'-' This  system  of  road  control  ajid  maintenai:ice  continued  until  1913. 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  175;  R.L.  1827,  p.  340;  L.  1841,  p.  233. 

2.  L.  1819,  p.  333;  L.  1825,  p.  130;  R.L.  1827,  p.  340.344;  L.  1841,  p.  233. 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  334;  R.L.  1827,  p.  341,342. 

4.  L.  1841,  p.  237. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  334;  R.L.  1827,  p.  341,342;  L.  1841,  p.  238;  L.  1847,  p.  112. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  65;  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  65;  L.  1861.  p.  245. 

8.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79. 

9.  L.  1871-72,  p.  579,680. 
10.  L.  1851,  p.  220,245-65. 
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S\5)erintendent  of  Highways 


when  the  office  of  superintendent  of  highways  was  first  estatllshed.^  The 
toards  of  highway  commisnionere  which  existed  prior  to  that  date  have  con- 
tinued to  fijnction,  but  their  powers  are  principally  sutordinated  to  those 
of  the   s\:?)erintendent  of  hi^ways. 

The   superintendent  is  appointed  ty  the   county  toard.     The  board  sub- 
mits a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to   the   State  lepnrtment   of  Pub- 
lic Works  and  Buildinrjs,   which  department  examines  the   candic'ates  to  de- 
termine the  person  best  fitted  for  the  office.       The   successful   candidate 
holds  office  for  six  years  and  is  renumerated  in  a  sum  fixed  by  the  county 
board, 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the   superintendent  of  hif;hw,iy8  come   under 
the  rules  and   regulations  of   the  Department  of  Public  Torks  and  Buildings, 
However,    the   superintendent  is  subject,   upon  hearing,    to  removal  by  the 
county  board.     The   superintendent  exercises  supervision  over  township, 
county,    and  state-aid  roads,    and  bridges,    and  culverts  in  his  co'jnty  and 
is  reqiilred  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the   chief 
highway  engineer  of  the   state. 3 

His  principal  duties  are  as  follows: 

1,  To  prepare  plans,    specifications,   and  estimates  for 
all  bridges  to  be  built  by  the  county, 

2,  To   supervise  the   construction  and  maintenance  of 
county  roads  and  bridges,    and    state-aid  roads. 

3,  To  inspect  the  highways  and  bridges  in  each  town  or 
district  of  his  county  at  least  once  a  year, 

U.     To  advise  and  direct  the  highway  commissioners  in 
each  town  or  district  as  to  the  best  methods  of  re- 
pair,  maintenance,    and  improvement  of  highways  and 
bridges. 

5.     To  approve  any  purchase  in  excess  of  $2CQ  for  ma- 
terials,  machinery,   or  apparatus  to  be  used   in  road 
construction  in  any  town  or  district,^ 

He  la  required  to  keep  the  following  records; 

1,     Records  of  contracts,  purchases,    and  expenditures  author- 
ized by  himself,    the  county  board,  or  township  commissioners. 


1.  L.  1913.  p.  52U. 

2.  L.  1921,  p.  l?.l;   L.  1933,  p.  961.  From  1^13  to  1917  the  list  was  tub* 
mitted  to  the  State  Highway  Comrdssion  (L,  1913,  p.  52U).  In  1917  this 
state  agency  was  abolished,  and  its  rights,  powers,  and  duties  were 
vested  in  the  lepartnent  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  created  in  the 
same  year  (L.  I917.  p.  U,l6.2U), 

3.  L.  1921.  p.  7S2;  L.  1933.  r>,   96l, 
U.  L.  1913.  p.  523-26, 
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Construction  and  Maintenance 

Records 


2,  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications,  etcetera,  aris- 
ing from  his  supervision  of  roads  and  bridges,  or  the 
planning  of  new  construction, 

3,  Accounts  of  tho  funds  handled  by  his  office. 

4,  Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies  touching  upon  the 
affairs  of  his  office;  copies  of  his  own  reports  on  the 
administration  of  his  offico;  related  papers, ■'■ 

All  of  the  records  of  the  superintendent  of  highways  are  kept  in 
his  offico  on  the  second  floor  of  the  courthouse. 


Construction  and  Maintenance  Records 

308.  COUNTY  HIGHl'YAY  PAPERS,  1930—,  4  f,d. 

Miscellaneous  highway  papers,  including  motor  fuel  tax  expenditures, 
1934 — ,  plans,  specifications,  bids,  proposals,  blueprints,  orders  on 
state-aid  road  funds,  payrolls,  right  of  way  deeds,  CTA  and  ETA  work 
files,  and  awards  of  contracts.  Also  contains  State-Aid  Orders,  1934—. 
entry  19,  Arr,  by  date  of  document.  No  index.  Typed  under  pr.  hdgs, 
and  hand-drawn,  12  x  10  x  24, 

309,  (MISCELLANEOUS  LEDGER),  1936—,  11  v. 

Miscellaneous  account  book  of  superintendent  of  highways,  including: 
i.   Claim  register,  showing  expenditures  for  construction,  main- 
tenance, machinery,  materials,  equipment,  garage  operation, 
and  stock,  general  accounts,  and  warrant  reference , 
ii.   County  contract  constructional  accounts,  showing  date  and  nui.i- 
ber  of  claim,  contract  account  for  various  items,  cost,  sumiiiary, 
state  refunds,  amount  of  appropriation,  name  and  address  of 
contractor  and  bonding  company,  and  fund  distribution, 
iii.   County  day  labor  construction  costs,  showing  date  and  claim 
n\ra.ber,  cost,  summary  and  distribution,  tax  distribution, 
amount  of  appropriation,  name  of  superintendent,  and  di.te  work 
started  and  completed, 
iv.  Motor  fuel  tax  accounts,  showing  date  and  number  of  claim,  cost 
of  distribution  for  maintenance  and  road  work,  drains,  ditches, 
bridges,  culverts,  markers,  and  safety  signs,  amount  of  appro- 
priation, and  tax  distribution, 
V,  Requisition  and  purchase  orders,  showing  date  and  requisition 
number,  commodity,  quantity,  estimated  price,  purchase  order 
number,  and  authorization, 
Arr,  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  400  p, 
12  X  18  X  2, 


1,  L.  1913,  p.  525. 
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Allotments  and  Claims;  Warrant* 


310,     STATE-AID  ROADS,   1928—.     1  bdl,   (840  plans  and  profiles)* 
Plans  and  profiles  of  state-aid  hi{r;hvm.ys  built  vriLth  riotor  fuel  taxes, 
shovring  location  of  road  and  description  of  boundaries.     Author,  Geo.  H, 
Anderson,  ilerrin,   Illinois.     Civil  engineer,   publisher.     No  index.  Blue- 
print.    1  in.  to  100  ft,  -  1  in.  to  10  ft,     18  x  24  x  24, 


Allotments  and  Claims 
(See  also  entry  288) 

311,     I.DTOR  FUEL  ALLOTLiEMT  RECORD,   1934—,     1  v. 
Allotment  record  of  motor  fuel  tax  funds,   showing  date  of  allotment,  re- 
ceipt and  claim  numbers,  amount  of  allotment  to  each  fund,   amounts 
received  and  disbursed,  and  balance  available.     Arr.  by  claim  no,     llo 
index,     Edw,  on  pr,  fm.     200  p.  13  x  10  x  1, 


Warrants 
(See  also  entries  8,   17,   19,    285-287) 

312.,     ViARRiOJT  BOOK,    1934--.     1  v. 
Register  of  motor  fuel  tax  warrants,   showing  date,  number,  amount,  and 
purpose  of  vmrrant,   name  of  recipient,  and  fund  debited,     Arr,  by  vrarrant 
no.     No  index,     Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.     250  p,  18  x  12  x  2, 


(Next  entry  313,  p.  219) 


XVI .   SURVEYOR 


The  cffice  of  surveyor  was  established  in  .the  State  Of  Illinois 
in  1821;  the  incumhent  was  an  appointee  of  the  General  Assembly,   Dur- 
ing recess  of  the  legislature,  nominations  were  made  by  the  county  com- 
missioners' court  to  the  Governor, ^  ?rcm  1835  to  1936^  the  county  sur- 
veyor was  an  elected  officer  of  the  county  electorate.*^  Since  Septem- 
ber, 1936  he  has  been  an  appointee  of  the  county  board.   His  appoint- 
ment is  for  a  four-year  term.  He  talces  and  subscribes  to  an  oath  which 
is  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  office. 

The  survej'-or  is  required  by  law  to  maice  all  surveys  within  the 
bounds  of  his  county  that  he  may  be  called  upon  to  malce  by  the  county 
board  or  interested  persons.  Such  surveys  include  surveys  of  land  of 
persons  requesting  the  same,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and  marking 
of  county  lines.  Few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  original  statutory 
requirements  for  the  duties  of  this  office.  The  surveyor  may  appoint 
one  or  more  deputies.  Any  individual  requesting  a  survey  must  employ 
his  own  chainmen,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  surveyor. 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  well-bound  book  in  which 
to  record  all  surveys  made  by  him,  giving  such  information  as  the  names 
of  the  persons  whose  land  is  survc;''ed  and  descriptive  data  of  the  sur- 
vey. This  record  is  required  to  be  kept  by  the  surveyor  in  the  recor- 
der's office.  The  surveyor  also  preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains 
copies  of  plats, ^ 


Records  of  the  surveyor  are  kept  in  the  recorder's  office, 
entry  128, 


Sec 


1,  L.  1821,  p,  62;  R.L,  1829,  p,  173;  R.L.  1833,  p,  591. 

2,  Ibid, 

3,  L,  1835,  p.  61,166;  R.S.  1845,  p,  523;  R,S.  1874,  p.  456,1050; 
L.  1903,  p.  349. 

4,  L,  1933,  p.  1104;  effective  in  1936, 

5,  L,  1821,  p.  63,64;  R.L.  1829,  p,  173;  R.L.  1833,  p.  591-93,599,600; 

L.  1845,  p,  201;  R.S.  1845,  p.  524;  R.S.  1874,  p,  1050;  L.  1885,  p.  248; 

L.  1915,  p.  575;  L.  1933,  p.  1104. 
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(Next   entry  313,   p.    219) 


XVII.     lEPAHTJiffiNT  0?  PUBLIC  WSLF.iJffl 


Matters  relating  to   outlic  assistance  and  welfare  in  the   cotinty  are 
handled    ty  the  department  of  public  welfare,   which  was  established  in 
1937  '"^s   successor  to   the  county  connission  of  public  welfare,^     This  de- 
partment consists  of  the   srccerintendent  of  public  welfare  and   a  staff 
selected  by  him  in  accordance  with,    and  subject  to,    the  approv;xl  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  county  board  submits  to   the   state  department  a  lipt  of  five 
residents  as  candidates  for  the  office  of  superintendent.      An  eligible 
list  of   the'se  candidates  is  prepared  by  the    state  department  by  competi- 
tive examination  and  certified  to  the  county  board.     The  board  in  turn 
makes  an  order  appointing  one  of  the  eligibles  as   stqDerintendent  of 
public  welfare. 2 

The  superintendent  is  charged  vith  all   the  executive   and  adminis- 
trative duties  and   responsibilities  of  the  department  of  public  welfare. 
He  is  subject  to   the  rules  ajid  regulations  of,   and  removal  by,    the   state 
agency. 3 

This  officer  has  power  and  it   is  his  duty  to: 

1.  Have  charge  and  develop  plans  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  old   age  assistance, 

2.  Investigate  and   study  problems  of  assistance, 
correction,    and  general  velfare  within  his 
county. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  in  the  operation  of  welfare  plans  and 
policies  in  his  county, 

U.     Maintain  such  records  and  file   such  reports 
with  the   State  Department  of  Public  "Velfare  as 
that   department  may  require. 

5.      Serve  as  agent   and  executive  officer  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  "/elfare  in  the   ad- 
ministration of  all  forms  of  pubjLic  assistance 
administered  by  that  department.^ 

All   the  records  of  the  covinty  department  are   subject   to  the  inspection 
and  svgjervision  of  the  agents  of  this  central  authority. 


1.  L.   1935-36.   First  Sp.    Sess.,   d.   70-7"';   L.   1937.   o-   ^51. 

2.  Ibid.,   p.    U51,U52. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.   U52. 

U.  L.   1935-36.   First   Sp.    Sfss.,   p.    7?;   L.    1937.   p.    U52. 
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Federal  legislation  was  enacted  in  1935  to  provide  for  the  general 
welfare  by  establishing  a  system  of  Poderal  old  age  benefits.  In  order 
to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  this  act,l  the  several  states  were 
required  to  submit  plains  for  old  ago  assistance,  Illinois  passed  legis- 
lation complj-ing  with  this  act  the  same  year, 2  Today,  the  Tcdoral  gov- 
ernment pays  to  Illinois,  one  half  of  the  sums  expended  on  old  ago  assis- 
tance. 

The  department  of  public  welfare  administers  old  age  assistance  and 
is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department,^  Upon 
receipt  of  an  application  the  department  makes  an  investigation  of  the 
case.  In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  department  is  allowed  to 
hold  hearings  and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  the  production 
of  papers  and  books, 4 

Old  age  assistance  records  and  accounts  are  kept  as  prescribed  by 
the  state  department.  All  applications  and  records  in  those  matters  are 
considered  public  records, 5 

313,  (OLD  AGE  ASSISTAIJCE  FILE),  1936—.  5  f,b. 

Files  of  old  age  pension  applications,  rejections,  awards,  withdrawals, 
transfers,  deceased  cases,  and  case  ^vorkcrs'  statistical  cards,  Arr, 
alph,  by  name  of  applicant,  For  index,  see  entry  314.  Hdw,  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm,  16  x  18  x  24,  Old  age  assistance  off.,  5th  fl,.  First 
National  Bank  Bldg, 

314,  MASTER  lOTEX,  1935—,  3  f.b. 

Card  index  to  (Old  Ago  Assistance  File),  entry  313,  showing  name  and 
address  of  applicant,  number  and  date  of  application,  and  file  box  letter- 
ing, Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  applicant.  Typed  on  pr,  fm,  3x5  x  12, 
Old  ago  assistance  off,,  5th  fl,.  First  National  Bank  Bldg. 


1,  49  U,S,  Stat,  620. 

2,  L,  1935,  p,  260, 

3,  Ibid.,  p.  259,260;  L,  1935-36;  First  Sp,  Scss,,  p,  54,55; 
L,  1937,  p.  265, 

4,  L.  1935-36,  First  Sp.  Scss.,  p,  57-59;  L.  1937,  p,  267,258, 

5,  Ibid.,  p,  268,269, 


(Next  entry  315,  p. 221) 


XVIII.   COUIITY  H0I::E 


One  phase  of  publio  assistance  is  adninistored  by  the  county  home. 
All  county  poorhouses,  poor  farms,  and  institutions  for  the  support  and 
care  of  indigents  in  Illinois  are  knovtTi  as  county  homes. -^  County  poor- 
houses  and  farn-.s  have  existed  in  this  state  under  statutory  proTiGions 
for  nearly  a  century.   The  legislation  creating  these  county  establioh- 
ments  for  the  indijjent  has  chang,od  little  since  the  original  fjnactrnents. 
The  county  boards  of  tlie  various  counties  rtny   establish  a  county  home, 
and  are  granted  the  following  powers: 

1.  To  acquire  by  purcliaso,  grant,  gift,  or  devise,  a 
suitably  tract  or  tracts  upon  which  to  erect  and 
)Tiaintain  a  county  poorhourje  and  other  necessary 
buildings,  and  for  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  a  farm  for  the  employment  of  the  poor. 

2.  To  receive  gifts  a.id  bequests  to  aid  in  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  the  poor}iouso,  or  in  the 
care  of  tlie  indirents. 

'6.      To  make  rules  and  ragulations  for  the  same. 

4.  To  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  poorhouse  and  all  nec- 
essary agents  and  servants  for  the  management  and 
control  of  the  poorhouse  and  farm,  and  to  prascribs 
their  componatAtion  and  duties. 

5.  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  prescribe  his 
compensation  and  duties. 

6.  To  appoint  an  ag^:nt  to  have  the  general  supervision 
and  churg'j  of  all  !rjjtt;rs  in  relation  to  the  care 
and  support  of  th-  poor,  and  to  prescribe  ?.is  com- 
pensation and  duties, 

7.  To  iiiake  the  necessary  anproprr.ations  for  the  oreotion 
and  maintenance  of  the  county  homo.^ 

Records  of  the  county  home  are  prepared  a,:;d  kept  by  the  keeper  (super- 
intendent) of  the  home.  Ho  is  required  to  keep  an  account  shov/ing  the 
name  of  each  person  admitted  to  the  county  poorhouse,  the  time  of  his  ad- 
mission and  discharge,  th;3  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  cause  of  his  de- 
pendency. He  is  also  required,  at  the  same  time  each  year,  to  file  with 
the  county  clerk  of  his  county  a  copy  of  this  record  together  v/ith  a  state- 
ment shov/ing  the  average  number  of  persons  kept  in  the  poorhouse  each  month 


during  the  year.^ 


1.  L.  1919,  p.  699t  L.  1935,  p.  1058. 

2.  L.  1039,  p.  139;  R.S.  1845,  p.  404,405|  L.  1361,  p.  180j  R.S.  1B74, 

p.  757;  L.  1917,  p.  03^,639;  L.  1919,  p.  696,699;  L-  1935,  p.  1057,  1058. 

3.  R.S.  1674,  p.  758. 
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315.  AIl'SHOUSE  RECOED  (Register),  1921—.   1  v. 
Register  of  irmates  in  county  home,  showing  name,  ar;e,  sex,  marital 
status,  and  last  residence  of  iniaate,  physical  and  mental  condition, 
names  of  relatives  and  conservator  or  guardian,  and  date  of  admission. 
Arr.  by  date  of  admission.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  ininatc.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs,  600  p,  18  x  18  x  3.  South  m,  of  co,  home,  1st  fl. 


XIX,  i.iii:e  inspect  or 


Legislation  in  ref:ard  to  health  and  safety  in  the  nining  industry'' 
originally  inade  the  covmty  surveyor  ex -officio  inspector  of  nines.-^ 
As  such  inspector  he  v/as  to  be  assisted  by  a  practical  miner,  to  act  under 
oath,  and  to  receive  a  salary  fixed  by  the  coiuity  board  and  po.id  out  of 
the  county  treasury.  His  duties  vj-ere  to  see  that  safety  measures  were 
obseinred  in  the  mines  and  to  collect  facts  relative  to  coal  mining  and 
mining  land.  The  inspector  reported  to  the  Governor  annur.lly  on  the 
condition  of  mines  in  regard  to  so.f  cty  and  ventilation  and  the  result  of 
examir.ation  of  causes  of  accidents. 

In  1877  the  lej;^islature  authorized  the  county  board,  in  each  county 
in  v;hich  mining  is  carried  on,  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  mines.   This 
county  inspector,  who  had  to  give  cvidonco  of  practical  mining  e::peri- 
ence,  v/as  required  to  take  an  ocxth  of  office,  and  to  furnish  a  bond  to 
the  county  board  in  an  amount  fixed  by  tho  latter  body.  The  amount  of 
the  bond  v.t.s  fi::cd  in  1879  at  not  loss  thr.n  Ol,000  nor  more  thc.n  03,000, 
Wliorc  a  competent  inspector  vras  not  appointed,  or  where  the  inspector 
did  not  properly  perform  his  duties,  then  tho  circuit  judge,  at  tho  re- 
quest of  ten  citizens  of  the  county,  and  upon  proper  proof  of  incompe- 
tency, V.T.S  empowered  to  remove  the  inspector  and  appoint  a  properly 
qualified  person  to  act  during  the  unexpired  term.* 

Tho  Sto.tc  I'.Iining  Board  v;as  created  in  1899,  and  the  state  divided 
into  sevon  inspection  districts,  v;ith  a  State  Inspector  of  I^Iincs  in 
oach.   The  county  also  vras  fitted  into  this  new  organization  with  tho 
rcquiromont  that  the  county  board  appoint  a  county  inspector  of  mines 
upon  the  v<Tittcn  request  of  the  State  Inspector  for  tho  district  in 
v;-hich  the  particular  county  v;as  located.^  The  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  r.ir.intain  centralization  of  mine  inspection  vms  indicated  by 
this  statirfcc  which  made  tho  county  inspector  an  assistant  to  the  State 
Inspector.  In  accordance  v:ith  this  act,  a  county  mine  inspector  vras 
appointed  in  Frariclin  County  on  Scptombor  8,  1908. 

Provision  vrc-s  made  in  1915  for  petition  by  the  State  Inspector  to 
the  county  court  upon  failure  of  the  county  board  to  appoint  a  suitable 


1.  L.  1871-72,  p.  572. 

Z,  L.  1877,  p,  141,142. 

3.  L.  1879,  p.  208. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  209. 

5.  I.  1899,  n,  306,508. 

6.  Ibid,,  p.* 514,315. 

7.  Supervisors*  Record,  v.  D,   p.  128,  see  entry  2. 

-  222  - 


-  223  - 

Mine  Inspector 


county  mine  inspector. 1  If  necessary,  the  court  will  appoint  an  inspector, 
and  order  the  county  board  to  appropriate  money  for  his  compensation.  This 
provision  vras  recently  reenacted.2 


1.  L.  1915,  p.  50r:,510. 

2.  L.  1939,  p.  727,728. 


XX.   FAMi  EURLAU 


The  P'ranklin  County  Farm  Bureau  v;e£  or(,ar!izod  in  Ivlarch,  1919  to  pro- 
mote and  foi;ttr  the  social  and  ecouonuc  interest  of  persons  en^^a^ed  in 
agriculture,  and  to  encourage,  promo+e,  and  fosber  cooperative  or{.aniz- 
ations  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  its  menbers.   Tho  member si>ip  of  this 
bureau  is  made  up  of  farmers  of  the  county,  A  farm  advisor  is  employed 
who  cooperates  with  the  University  of  Illinois  Collej^e  of  Ag.riculture  in 
its  program  of  extension  education  apd  farm  studies,  and  works  with  farm 
leaders  in  establishing  such  orj^anizations  as  4-Ii  clubs  and  Dairy  Herd 
Improvement  Associations. 

In  1914,  Congress  inaugurated  a  program  of  agricultural  extension 
education  by  providing  for  cooperation  between  the  agricultural  colleges 
in  the  several  states  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  purpose  of  the  act  v;as  to  aid  ii\  diffusint  useful  and  practical 
inforrnation  on  subjects  relating  to  a^^riculture  and  home  economics,  and 
to  encourage  the  application  of  the  same.  An  appropriation  was  made  to 
each  state  to  carry  out  the  act,  subject  to  the  assent  by  the  state  legis- 
lature to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  provided  that  the  state  appropri- 
ate a  sum  equal  to  that  given  by  the  Federal  government.   The  General 
Assembly  assented  to  this  act  by  a  joint  resolution  ■which  authorized  and 
empowered  the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  to  receive  the  grants 
of  money  appropriated  under  the  act,  and  to  organize  and  conduct  agri- 
cultural extension  work  in  connection  -Arith  tho  College  of  Agriculture  of 
the  University.^ 

The  General  Asrembly  appropriated  money  in  1S17  for  the  payment  of 
county  agricultural  advisors.^  The  money  was  appropriated  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several  county 
agricultural  advisors  of  the  state  to  apply  upon  t.hcir  salaries.  The 
vouchers  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  pajment  were  to  b^ 
accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  county  advisors  had  been  substantially  applied.   In  1928,  to 
further  develop  the  cooperative  extension  system  in  agriculture  and  home 
economics.  Congress  appropriated  additional  sums  of  money,  eighty  percent 
of  which  was  to  be  utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  extension  agents 
in  counties  (>f  the  several  states. ° 


1.  38  U.S.Stat.  572. 

2.  Ibid.,  573. 

3.  L.  1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  752. 

4.  L.  1917,  p.  85. 
6.  45  U.S.Stat.  711. 
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ROSTZR  OF  COUlWf  OFnCERS* 
(Date  after  nanie  of  officer  refers  to 
date  pf  oonmission,  xinless  othervri.se  stated) 


Territorial  County  Court 
(The  first  county  administrative  tody,  composed  of  three  judges, 
to  January  12,  1818,  when  it  was  succeeded  hy  the 

justices'  court) 

I  sham  Harrison,  John  Ewing, 

John  Cra\7ford,  Januar^^  11,  1818 

Justices'  Court 
(The  second  county  administrative  bodj'',  composed  of  three  or 
more  justices  of  the  peace,  to  March,  1819,  \7hen  it 


cour 


t) 


James  Cochrcn,  Isaac  Perkins,        I  sham  Harrison,  yJilliam  Hickraan, 
Jolm  McCrcarj-,  Isaac  Herring,  January  13,  1318^ 

January  11,  1818-^ 


This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following  sources: 

A.  Sccrotari-  of  State.  Index  Department,  Election  Returns. 
Retunas  from  County  Clerk  to  Secretary  of  State,  1809-47,  78 
volumes  (1-78),  third  tier,  'bay   1.  1848—,  53  file  drawers 
(2-54),  third  tier,  "bay  2,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

B.  Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department, 

Certificates  of  Qualifications.   1819—,  22  file  drawers  (l-22), 
fourth  tier,  hay  5,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

C.  (1)  Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department  Official  Records. 
List  of  Comriiissions  l3svi.cd  to  County  Officers,   1809-1918,  5  vol- 
umes, fourth  tier,  hay  6,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 
(2)   Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department  Official  Records, 
List  of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.  1859—,  4  volumes, 
room  208,  second  floor,  Sccrotarj^  of  State's  Office,  Executive 
Department,  State  Capitol  Building,  Springfield, 

Eire,  in  1843,  destro^/cd  most  of  the  county  board  records  from  1818 
to  that  date.  State  records  are  incomplete  to  1850.  Sccondarj''  sour- 
ces, also,  are  incomplete.  For  those  reasons,  it  has  not  "been  possi- 
hlc  to  secure  those  names  of  officers  missing  from  this  rostcr» 
1,  Edward  J.  James,  ed.,  The  Territorial  Records  of  Illinois,  Publica- 
tions of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Librar;,-,  wo.  Ill,  54, 
^*     I^id.  State  records  do  not  show  any  justices  serving  as  members  of  a 
justices'  court,  and  the  destruction  of  county  records  leaves  no  clue 
as  to  which  justice  may  have  served. 
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Roster  of  County  Officers 


County  Comnissioners'   Ccurt** 
(The  third  cunty  administrative  "body,    composed  of   three  ciloct- 
ed  comr.iissioners,    to  1849  when  it  was   succeeded  by   the 
administrative  county  court) 


Ko   stato  or  county  rocords,  1319 

Nathan  Cojiiiibell,   William  Speller, 

Richard  C.^tr-.ll,        Au£:u3t  7,    1820 
Sj-JEuel  R.  H.-'jricOn,    Arthur  G.  Y'-,ung, 

Willi.-jn  Srcllor,  August  5,    1822 

Sterling  Hill,   Tiilson  Rca, 

Abraii.ara  Irv/in,  August  2,    1824 

Isaac  Herring,   Wilson  Roa, 

August  7,    1826 


llo   state  or  crvnty  records, 


1828 


Dancy  Odum,  Y/illiam  Farris, 

August  2,  1830 
Drjicy  Odum,  Jcrcniah  Ncal, 

August  6,  1832 
No  stato  or  covuity  records, 

1834,  1535 
Fredrick  F.  Duncm,  Cyrus  Crjnpboll, 

John  Crawford,    December  3,  1838-^ 
John  Cravfford,  ronorxiin  Pope, 

John  Dillon,     Septombor  3,  1839^ 


Abralian  Rea, 

October       16,    1840^ 
Elijah  Taylor, 

September  6,  1841* 
William  H.  Eubanks, 

September  5,  1842^ 
Carter  Greenwood, 

September     4,    1343^ 
Elijcui  Taylor, 

September     2,    18447 
Williajn  H.  Eubanks, 

September  1,  18458 
Moses  Neal, 

September  7,  184S9 
C.  ?.  Mulkey, 

August     2,  1347 
Mathew  Ing, 

August     7,  1848 
Lewis  G.  Payne, 

August     6,  184910 


** 


1. 


2. 


3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
3. 
9. 
10. 


Dates  shov/n  after  commissioners'  names  indicate  date  of  election,  un- 
less otherwise  sta,ted.  By  a  law  passed  in  1837,  the  three  com^dssion- 
ers  elect  3d  ir.  1838  were  to  draw  lots  marked  one,  two,  and  three  years 
to  determine  length  of  term.  Thereafter,  until  1849,  one  comnission- 
er  was  to  be  regularly  elected  each  year  to  serve  a  three-year  term. 
The  drawing  of  lots  in  Franklin  County  was  not  done  until  1839;  ex- 
planation for  this  delay  in  drawing  could  not  be  found  in  county  board 
records.  Tor  length  of  term  of  officers  of  later  county  boards,  see 
ch.  I,  Co-onty  Board,  page  97;  for  length  of  term  of  other  officers, 
see  separate  office  chapters. 

Recorded  as  commissioners  ([Commissioners'  Record],  v,  D,  p.  1,  in 
Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2). 

Recorded  as  commissioners.  Dillon  drew  the  one-year  term.  Pope  the 
three-year  tsrm;  records  do  not  show  who  drew  the  two-year  term  but, 
presumably,  it  was  drav/n  by  Crawford  (ibid. ,  p.  68). 
Presented  certificate  of  election  and  took  oath  (ibid. ,  p.  135,136). 
Presented  certificate  of  election  and  took  oath  (ibid. ,  p.  175). 
Presented  ccrtificato  of  election  and  took  scat  (ibid.,  p.  229). 
Presented  certificate  of  election  and  took  seat  (ibid. ,  p.  282). 
Presented  certificate  of  election  and  took  seat  (ibid. ,  p.  352). 
Presented  certificate  of  election  and  took  seat  (ibid. ,  p.  431). 
Presented  certificate  of  election  and  took  seat  (ibid,,  v.  D,  p.  17). 
Paj'ne  '/.is  not  rcjcordcd  as  a  commissioner  at  last  meeting  '.f  couiity 
commissioners'  court  held  Scntombcr  5,  1349,  the  three  C'm.ussicncrs 
^hown  at  the  meeting  being  Hoses  ilopJ,  Llathew  Ing,  !?sid.   Caleb  F. 
ilulkcy  (ibid.,  p.  177). 
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County  Court 
(From  1G49  until  institution  of  township  {government  in  1872, 
county  "business  was  adniristered  by  the  county 
judge  and  two  associate  justices  act- 
ing as  the  county  board) 


Andrew  D,  Duff,  county  judge, 
November  15,  1849, 
'^K   Rea,  B,  Scarborough, 
associate  justices. 
December  4,  1849^ 
Andrew  D,  Duff,  county  judge, 

November  16,  1853, 
Moses  Neal,  county  judge, 
September  4,  lo56, 
A.  I.  Ice,  C,  Greenwood, 
associate  justices, 
November  22,  1853 
Viilliam  R.  Bj-ovming,  counter  judge, 

November  15,  1857, 
Yfilliam  J.  Dillon,  county  judge, 

Fiarch    22,  1859, 
Walter  S,  Akin,  county  judge, 
June     27,  1861, 


Lewis  G,  Payne,  John  '^'.  Kill, 
associate  justices, 
November  12,  1857 
John  Tif.  Hill,  county  judge, 
December  6,  1861, 
If/illiam  Osteen,  Lewis  G.  Pajme, 
associate  justices, 
November  30,  1861 
Yifilliam  E.  Smith,  county  judge, 
November  18,  1865, 
James  M,  Akin,  Isham  Harrison, 
associate  justices, 
November  7,   1865  (elected) 
Daniel  M.  Brovming,  county  judge, 
James  M,  Akin,  Gilbert  G,  Sv;elni, 
associate  justices, 
Novem.ber  13,  1869 


County  Board  of  Supervisors 
The  several  toY/nship  supervisors,  one  elected  from  each  township, 
together  with  any  additional  and  assistant  supervisors  elected  upon 
proportional  representation,  make  up  the  membership  of  the  county  board 
of  supervisors.  Because  these  supervisors,  severally,  are  toiiTOship 
officials  and  only  as  a  group  constitute  the  county  board,  they  are  not 
commissioned  by  the  state  as  county  officers  and  no  data  concerning 
them,  from  which  a  list  could  be  compiled,  are  kept  by  the  state.  For 
the  sam-e  reason,  county  records,  too,  are  inadequate  for  the  compilation 
of  a  complete  and  accurate  list  of  supervisors.   Therefore,  due  to  these 
and  other  limitations,  only  those  mentioned  in  county  board  records  as 
members  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors  are  included  in  this  roster. 


1,   State  records  show  only  one  associate  justice,  Benjamin  Y/,  Pope, 
elected  for  the  period  1849-53,  county  board  records  show  Rea  and 
Scarborough  as  associate  justices  at  first  m.eeting  of  county  court, 
and  contain  no  mention  of  Pope  in  that  co.pacity  ([Commissioners' 
Record],  v,  D,  p,  187,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2). 
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On  Noventer  7i    I'^^yi,    the  electornte  voted   in  favor  of  to'^mship 
organization  9S7   to   520.1     Cfxlvin  M.    Clark,    T.   K.   Means,    and  J,   W. 
McCreery  were  p.ppointed  comrnissionors  to  divide   the  county  into  town- 
ships,2     Their  report  'vas  filed  vith  the  county  coixrt  at   the  March 
term,   1872.3     On  April  22,   1872,    the   first  toard  of  supervisors  met 
in  special   session  at   the,  courthouse  in  Benton,   the   total  membership 


"being  present  as  follows: 

Supex'visors 

John  A.   ''Talker 
Samuel  McClelland 
C;ae"b  F.   K.'\ilkey 
Eavid  Martin 
Franklin  L.   He a 
William  J.   Murphy 
Giltert  G.    Sweetin 
Isaac  Ward 
Mo\inteville  Fitts 
Peter  Phillips 
John  H.   Hog.-in 
Jesse  G.   Mitchell 


.U 


To'jm  ships 

Goode 

Tjrrone 

Six  !.;ile 

Barren 

Browning  No.   2 

Townmount 

Ewing 

Benton  No.   2 

Frankfort  No.   2 

Northern 

Eastern 

Cave 


Giltert  G.    S'/reetin  was  elected  chairman. 

Change  to   the  "board  of  county  commissioners  form  of  government 
was  approved  in  November,    187^+1    and  on  February  1,    1875.    the   three 
members  of  this  new  board  held   their  first  meeting, 5     On  February  8, 
1875f    they  divided  the  county  into   six  election  precincts;      Goode, 
Six  Mile,   Ewing,   Benton,  Plainfield,   and  Franklin, ^     Then,    at   the 
general  election  in  November,   1875i    *ho  county  voted  to  return  to 
township  government;?  on  December  2,   1875.   J«   ^'   Vancil,    Abner  Rea, 
and  W.   J.   Williams  were  appointed    to  divide  the  county  into  town- 
ships and  instructed  to  make  their  report  at  the  March  (I876)   meeting 
of  the  commissioners."     On  April  20,   I876,    the  ne'"ly  elected  board 
of   supervisors  held  their  first  meeting,    those  present  and  township 
each  represented  being  as  follows:9 


1,  Sheriffs  Certificate  of  Purchase,   v.   E,   p.   U39.    in  Supervisors' 
Record,    see  entry  2. 

2,  Ibid.,  p.   UU5. 

3,  Ibid.,  p.   U67. 

U,   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  ?,  see  entry  2. 

5.  Ibid. .  p.  190,  For  membership  of  first  and  subsequent  boards,  see 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  this  roster. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  191-3. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  268. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  295. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  320, 
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Supervisors 


Townships 


James  K.    Brayfield 
\'I,    J.   M.   Mayer 
S,   P.   Kirkpa trick 
Lemuel  Day 
Carroll   Moore 
John  Vf,  Williams 
y.   C.    Ingram 
M.    B,    Tyrrell 
J,  M.  Wier 


Ho  ode 

Tyrone 

Six  Mile 

Ewing 

Benton 

Frankfort 

Northern 

Eastern 

Cave 


Township   organization   continued  until   the   general   election   in 
November,    1879,   when  the   elec borate   voted   to  return   to   the   board   of 
county  commissioners    form  of  government  by  a  majority  of  27  votes. -^ 
The  new  commissioners   held  their   first  meeting  February  2,    1880.2 
Finally,    at  the   general   election  held   on  November   4,    lo84,    the   county 
voted   1,735   to   1,040"^   to  again  adopt   township   organization,    wrhich   form 
of  government  has   been  retained  to   the   present  time.      The  first  meet- 
ing of  this  new  board   of  supervisors   ivas   held  April   22,    1685,    at 
Ward's   and  Moore's  Hall   in   Benton,   all  members   being  present  as   follow? 


J.   J.   Miller 
Vf.   J.   Murphy 
Robert  Sandefur 
Daniel   Bain 
Enoch  Sumi:iers 
W.   C.    Sadler 


James   B,  Hill 

Ft   L,   Rea 

W.  A,   Steivart 

William  Huts on 

W.  H,  Mulkey 

F.  M.  Kirkpatrick 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p»  565,  see  entry  2, 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  3. 

3,  Ibid.,  p.  450. 

4,  Ibid.,  p.  467. 
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Board  of  Cour.ly  CoOTnissionc-rs 
(Adr.inistration  of  countj''  business  vre.s  lodf^ed  vatli  tl;is  bourd  of  three 
elected  officers  February  1,  1875,  then  reverted  to  tovmship  orr;an- 
ization  April  20,  1C76,  until  February  2,  I'iSO,  when  again  this 
board  assuned  control  of  county  adrinistration,  until  April 
22,  1885,  on  -vAiich  date  the  county  vf&s   again  placed 
under  the  adirdnistration  of  a  board  of  super- 
visors, this  latter  form  of  government 
continuing  to  the  present) 


John  B,  Kaddox,  Allen  Cawson, 
R,  Richeson,! 

January   IS,  1875^ 
James  K.  Aiken, 

November  27,  1875 
John  V.',  "iVilliciir.s,  John  M,  Darr, 
James  A,  Durham, 

January   28,  1880^ 
John  ■',  V/'illirur.s, 

Deceriber        1,    1880 


John  M,  Darr, 

December  7,  1881 
Jesse  Taylor, 

Decenler  1,  1882 
John  I'ulkey, 

June  9,  1883 
James  J,  Miller, 

December  6,  1883 
F,  S.  Kea, . 

December   1,  1BS4 


Covin ty  Judges 


Andrew  D.  Duff, 

Ilovember     15,    1849, 

Kovember  16,  1853 
Jioses  I^eal, 

September  4,  1856 
William  R.   Brovminf", 

IJovember  15,  1857 
Tft'illiam  J,   Dillcn, 

March  22,  1859 
Walter  S.  Akin, 

June      27, 


John  Vi',  Hill, 


18G1 
18G1 


December   6, 
William  E,  Smith, 

November  18,  1865 


Daniel  I.',  Brovmi 
November  13, 
November  12, 
December   1, 

Viilliair.  ::.  Vfilli 
July  4, 
Dece;.-.ber   1, 

V'.  J.  A.  Jfoyers, 
December   6, 

Robert  K,  Flanni 
November  26, 

'w.  F.  Dillon, 
Decer.'.ber   3, 

William  H.  Kart, 
November  25, 


ng, 
1869, 
1873, 
1877 

ai.is, 
1879, 
1882 

1886 

r^an, 
"l890 

18S4 

18C8 


1,  Richeson  not  shovm  in  state  records.   Elected  c/  airr.an  of  bo.-rd  at 
first  meeting  (Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p,  190,  see  entry  2), 

2,  Available  records  do  not  indica-!:e  r.-hether  members  drevi  the  ono-,  t:.v-, 
and  three-vear  tickets  to  deterrdne  length  of  term,  according  to  the 
Constitvtion  of  1870  (Art,  X,  sec.  6). 

3,  Available  records  do  not  show  vihtich  mem.bers  drew  the  one-,  tv<-o-,  and 
three-yecr-tem  tickets,  but  the  fact  that  V/illiams  was  re-elected 
in  1880  and  Darr  re-elected  in  1881  would  seem  to  indicate  that  they 
had  drawn  the  one-  and  tvro-year  tickets,  respectively,  and  that, 
therefore,  Durham  had  drav.Ti  the  three-year  ticket. 


•w     coo 


Roster  of  County  Officers 


County  Judges  (cont.) 


James  ?.  i.ooneyham, 

l;  overr.be  r  19,  1902 
Thomas  J»  Iv^ers, 

November  19,  1906 
Thomas  J.  Layman, 

November  19,  1910 
Nealy  Glenn, 

November  23,  1914 
Thomas   J,  liters, 

November  15,  1918 


Sidney  I],   V/ard, 

November  13,  1922 
Ed,  Robertson, 

November  16,  1926 
Everett  Lewis, 

November  13,  1930, 

November  Lg,  1934 


July 


1939 


i 


Judges  of  Probate  and  Probate  Justices  of  the  Peace 
(in  L837  the  judge  of  probate  was  succeeded  by  the  probate 
tice  of  the  peace  who  v;as  in  turn  succeeded  in  1849  by 
the  county  judge  as  ex  officio  judge  of  the 
probate  court) 


jus- 


No  state  or  county  records,  1818-38  20 
John  Conger, 

February  12,  1821 
Miller  M.  Hubbard, 

February  6,  1822. 
William  Farris, 

January  18,  1825 


Simon  M«  .Eubbard, 

January  23,  1829, 
September  11,  1837, 
December  11,  1839, 
September  8,  1843 

William  A«  Denning, 
September  15,  1845 

Samuel  K»  Casey, 

August    27,  1846 


County  Clerks 
(clerks  of  the  territorial  county  court,  justices'  court, 
county  commisEioners'  court,  county  court,  board  of 
county  commissioners,  and  countj''  board  of  super- 
visors) 


Richard  Jllliott, 

January  14,  1818 

Simon  M,  Hubbard, 
February  17,  1818 


No  state  or  county  records, 

1819-1B36 
S.  M.  Hubbard, 

August    7,  1837 


1,   Shown  as  county  judge  in  Illinois  Secretary  of  State,  Official  List 
of  State  and  County  Officers  of  Illinois,  July  1,  1959,  Edward  J, 
Hughes,  Secretary,  p»  17j  hereinafter  referred  to  as  Official  List 
of  County  Officers  July  1,  1939, 
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Covmtjr  Clerks  (cont.) 


Walter  S.   Akin, 

Au^Tst         8,    lgU3^ 
William  A.  Eenning, 

Aw;ust       5,  I8U52 

John  Edgerley, 

September  1,    lgU53 
Samuel  K.   Casey, 

January     12,   18U6^ 
William  R.  Browning, 

August         2,    I8U7   (elected) 
Sanuel  R.   Harrison, 

November     6,    I8U9   (elected) 
W.  R.  Browning, 

November  I5,  ISU9 
T.  I.  (j),  Mooneyham, 

November  '•?2,  I853 
James  J.  Dollins, 

Lecember  2,  1857 
Calvin  M.  Clark, 

November  30,  I86I, 

November  18,  I865, 

November  13,  1869 
Evan  Fitzgerrell, 

November  12,  1873 
Charles  A.  Akin, 

lecember  1,  I877 


T.  P.  Harrison, 

Pecember  1,  1882, 
lecember  6,  1886 

James  M.  Joplin, 

November  26,  I89O 

James  C.  Stanfield, 
November  27,  I89U 

William  P.  Asa, 

June  8,    I896, 

November  I6,    1898 

William  D.  Seeber, 
November  I7,  1902, 
November  19,  I9O6, 
November  19,  I9IO, 
November  23,  I91U 

Fred  Bagley, 

November  20,  1918, 
November  I3,  1922, 
November  lb,  I926 

Zona  Fay  Pritchett, 
November  21,  1930 

George  Hockgeiger, 
November  22,  I93U 

Barney  Clemons5 


Recorders 
(In  I8U9  the  circuit  clerk  became  ex-officio  recorder) 

Richard  Elliott,  William  A.  Denning, 

January     lU,    1818  September  15,    ISU5 

Simon  M.    Hubbard,  William  R.  Brovming, 

February  17.    1818     (No   state  or  county         August         27,    18U6, 
S.   M.  Hubbard,  (records,    I8I9-I83U         August         19,    I8U7 

Ai3gust       iq,    1835, 

lecember  11,  1839, 

August   18,  ISU3 


1.  County  board  records  contain  no  mention  of  Walter  S.  Akin  as  clerk 
during  this  term.  See  footnote  2. 

2.  Appointed  clerk  pro  tem  vice  Hubbard,  deceased,  who  had  served  as 
clerk,  in  addition  to  previous  term,  from  1837  until  his  death  in 
I8U5  ([Commissioners'  Record],  v.  L,  p.  U30,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2) . 

3.  Appeared  as  clerk-elect  and  took  oath  (ibid. .  p.  U32), 

U.  Appointed  clerk  pro  tem  vice  Edgerly,  resigned  (ibid. .  p,  Ub8) . 
5.   Shown  as  county  clerk  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers,  July  1, 
1939.  p.  17. 
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Circuit  Court  Clerks 
(Prior  to  1848,  circuit  court  clerks  appointed  by  circuit  judpes") 


Vf.    B.  Vfebb, 

December        3,  1888 

G.B.   Shaw, 

November     21,  1892 

Horatio   R.    Dial, 

December        7,  1696 

William  F.  Burkitt, 

March     29,  1900, 

November  30,  1900 

J.  J.  Hill, 

November  25,  1904, 

November  25,  1908, 

November  16,  1912 

F.  D.  '/Thittington, 

November  27,  1916, 

November  2  6,  1920 

Aiary  R.  Runnels, 

November  26,  1924, 

November  27,  1928 

Barney  Clemens, 

November  22,  1932 

John  Dorris,-'- 

December       1,  1936 


W.  Ri  BroTATiinp, 

September  4,  1848  (elect 

■.ed) 

Thomas  J.  Kooneyham, 

November  23,  1852 

Samuel  B.  Harrison, 

November  15,  1856 

Bailey  "7.  kartin, 

November   9,  1358 

Calfin  la.  Clark, 

November   15,  1860 

William  B.  Kelly, 

November  21,  1862 

John  A.  Rodman, 

December   13,  1864 

John  Mulkey, 

November   18,  1867, 

November   17,  1368 

Thomas  M.  Mooneyham, 

November  26,  1372 

Robert  H.  Flannigan, 

December    1,  1876 

James  F.  Mason, 

December    1,  1880 

William  F.  Spiller, 

November   16,  1884 

Sheriffs 
(Collectors  to  1839,  1844  to  1872,  1875,  1S80  to  1885) 


Marmaduke  S.  Davenport, 

January  13,  1318 

David  W.   r,5axwell, 

May  18,  1818, 

l,!5ay  13,  1819, 

August  18,  1820, 

October  25,  1820, 

September  5,  1822 

John  Crawford, 

September  2,  1824 

John  Dement, 

September  1,  1826, 

November  24,  1826 


Warrington  S.  Duncan, 
September  10,  1828, 
September   6,  1830, 
March      8,  1833 

IVillis  Allen, 

August    15,  1834, 
August    29,  1836 

William  S.  Crawford, 
August    21,  183S, 
August    26,  1840 

Benjamin  Smith, 

August    20,  1841 


1.   Shown  as  Eugene  Dorr is  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers, 
July  1,  1939,  p.  17. 
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Sheriff 3  (coni.) 


G.  TrY,  Akin, 

August    12,  1842, 

August    16,  1844, 

August  27,  1846 
Thomas  J,  Mansfield, 

Aur.ust  17,  1848 
Thomas  I  (j),  Mooneyham, 

March     29,  1849, 

December  3,  1850 
Lewis  J,  Payne, 

November  23,  1852 
William  I.  I.'.ooneyham, 

November  13,  1854 
James  Swofford, 

November  15,  1856 
William  Moonoyham, 

November  17,  1858 
Marion  D,  Hogo, 

November  15,  1860 
John  D,  Denning, 

November  21,  1862 
Isaac  Vford, 

December  13,  1864 
Marion  D,  Kogo, 

November  15,  1866 
William  D.  Donning, 

November  17,  1868 
Caroll  Moore, 

December  3,  1870 
Cyrus  D,  Means, 

November  26,  1872 
James  F,  Mason, 

November  18,  1874 
James  M,  Akin, 

November  21,  1876 


Vrilliam  D.  Seebor, 

December  2,  1878 
William  R,  Jones, 

December  1,  1880, 

December  1,  1882 
John  B.  Moore, 

December  6,  1886 
William  D.  Blake, 

November  26,  1890 
R.  E.  Cook, 

November  24,  1394 
John  B,  Moore, 

November  21,  1898 
George  J,  Stien, 

November  17,  1902 
Thomas  Adom, 

November  19,  1906 
John  A,  Vaughn, 

November  19,  1910 
Samuel  Mint  Locklar, 

November  23,  1914 
Robert  S,  'lYatkins, 

July     24,  1917, 

November  20^  1918, 
Henry  Dorr is, 

November  22,  1922 
James  S,  Pritchard, 

November  16,  1926 
Browning  Robinson, 

November  25,    1930 
S,  B»  Vaxighn, 

November  2'      ■" "' 

T.„,.,„nl 


Ed»  Powell^ 


1934 


Coroners 


No  state  or  county  records,  1818 
Nelson  McDowell, 

March     30,  1819 
Thomas  liooro, 

August    18,  1820 


Isaac  Dillon, 

September  2,  1824, 

September  1,  1826, 

Novombbr  24,  1826 


1. 


Sho^\'n  at 
p.  17. 


sheriff  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers,  July  1.,  1939, 
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Coroners  (cont,) 


Peter  Phillips, 

Isham  C.  Taylor, 

September  11, 

1828 

November  8,  1870  (elected). 

Bailey  Adams, 

November  26,  1872 

August    21, 

1830 

Henry  Hudson, 

Ylilliam  Upchtirch 

f 

November  18,  1874 

September  5, 

1832 

Abraham  N.  Cook, 

Martin  Asbridge, 

November  21,  1876 

August    15, 

1834 

John  Mulkey, 

John  M,  Rice, 

December  2,  1876 

August     1, 

1836  (elected) 

Abraham  Cook, 

Henry  Stuff, 

November  26,  1879 

-'^ugust    23, 

1838 

J,  H,  Fleeman, 

James  C,  C order. 

December  1,  1880 

January   20, 

1840 

James  J,  Killer, 

David  Williams, 

December  1,  1882 

August    22, 

1840, 

John  L.  Ragland, 

August    12, 

1842 

December  10,  1883, 

Is»ac  Kelly, 

December   1,  1884 

■A-ugust     4, 

1844  (elected). 

E,  D.  Palmer, 

Augus-t    27, 

1846 

December  3,  1888 

Richard  Chidiste 

r. 

Isham  C,  Taylor, 

August     2, 

1847  (elected) 

November  25,  1892, 

Ivlathew  Robinson, 

December   7,  1896 

November  20, 

1850 

J,  N.  Vfelch, 

Blakley  Goodale, 

November  30,  1900 

July      8, 

1851 

Joseph  M,  Adams, 

William  F,  King, 

November  17,  1904 

November  23, 

1852 

T,  M.  Dye, 

Samuel  Brashears 

> 

November  16,  1908 

November  13, 

1854 

C,  C,  Biggs, 

John  A,  Crawford 

> 

November  15,  1912 

November   15, 

1856 

W.  H,  Browning, 

John  Upchurch, 

December  6,  1916 

November   9, 

1858 

James  E,  Retramel, 

C,  D,  Harris, 

November  22,  1920 

November  15, 

1860 

J,  R,  McDutty, 

Lev.'is  Phillips, 

February  25,  1924 

November  21, 

1862 

Joe  Hill, 

William  A.  Swoff 

ord, 

November  20,  1924 

December  13, 

1864, 

D,  J,  Clayton, 

November  30, 

1866 

November  27,  1928, 

Francis  P.  Easle 

y* 

December   1,  1932, 

November  17, 

1868 

November  23,  1936 

State's  Attorneys 
(Appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  1848 j  elected  by  cir- 
cuit district  electorate  to  1872) 


William  W,  Barr, 

November  13,  1872 

Viilliara  J,  N.   Meyers, 
November     23,    1876 


John  A,  Treece, 

December  1,  1880 
William  S,  Cantrall, 

November  16,  1884 
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St at  c ' s  Attorneys  ( c ont . ) 


T,  !!•  Moonoyhan, 

Dec enter  5,  1888 
Vailiam  ?•  Spillcr, 

ilovcnibcr  21,  1892 
R,  ii,  Flr-iir-ifiCn, 

DccomJjcr  7,  1896 
Thomas  J.  I^crs, 

Rovcnbor  50,  1900 
'.Villir.n  ?•  Socbor, 

Kovonbor  17,  1904 
G,  A,  :Iicla:ir.n, 

llovcribcr     16,  1908 


V,,   F.  Spillor, 

Novcmbor  18,  1912 

^loy  C,  lJr,rtin, 

Novcnbor  27,  1916, 
Kovcnbcr  23,  1920, 
Novcnbor  18,  1924 

Ifevrion  M,  ilart, 

wovcriibcr  27,  1928, 
liovoffibcr  23,  1932 

Ror.  F,  Jonos, 

I.'ovonibcr  20,   1936 


Trcasiircrs 
(Ex  ofi'icio  assessors  to  1059  and  1844  to  1872,   ie75,   1880 
to  183Sj    supervisors  of  assossMcnts  1898  to  date;   col- 
lectors 1872  to  1875,   1876  to  1880,   and  1885  to  dato) 


No   state  or  county  records,   1818-1836 
Jolin  B.  Ilr.fldo", 

August  7,   1837  (elected) 

J,  T,   viio",  I 

September  16,   1839 
Thomas  J.  'lansfield, 

December        7,   1041^ 
William?..  Brov.iiing, 

August  8,   1843   (elected) 

Thomas  J.  :.Iooneyham,    „ 

August  22,   1845 

T,  J,  I'ansfield, 

August  2,   1847  (elected) 

'(7,  H«  Eubanl:s, 

T^ovember   6,  1349  (elected) 
L.  G,  Payne, 

November   -,  1851  (elected) 


James  Sv;offord, 

November  2,  1852  (elected) 
lillton  C.  Taylor, 

December  2,  1857, 

November  16,  1859, 

llovember  5,  1861  (elected), 

ITovenber  9,  1863 
John  Mull:ey, 

November  7,  1865  (elected) 
Joshua  I.'.  Vancil, 

November  5,  1867  (elected)* 

November  2,  1869     " 
Jol-in  VI.  Hill, 

November  7,  1871  (elected), 

IJarch     6,  1872 
Theo polls  Vi',  Siveot, 

December  1,  1873, 

November  27,  1875 


1. 


Bond  as  troasui'er  approved  ([Commissioners'  Record],  v,  D,  p«  75,  in 

Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2)» 
2,  Appodntod  treasurer;  T)ond  accepted  (ibid,,  p,  198). 
"   Accorded  at  meeting  held  I>.ja.rch  3,  1846,  as  having  entered  upon  duties 

of  treasurer  on  date  indicated  (ibid.,  v,  not  lettered  [1846-50], 

p.  4). 


o. 
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Treasurers   (cent.) 


Alexander  C.    Statcup, 

Decemlier         1,    1877, 

December  1,  1879 
S.    W.    Swain, 

December  1,  1882 
Joseph  A.    Dollins, 

December         1,    1884, 

November  2,  1886 
Thomas  M,    Webb, 

November  26,  1890 
IT.   R.    Bro^aing, 

December  23,  1894 
Joseph  A.    Dollins, 

ifovember  21,  1898 
W.   H.    Brovming, 

November  21,  1902 
^,   S.    Burgess, 

November       19,    1906 


John  A.  McClintock, 

November  19, 

1910 

Q,.  E.  Burgess, 

November  23, 

1914 

John  A.  McClintock, 

November  20, 

1918 

Ona  K.  Kirk, 

November  22, 

1922 

Wallie  E,  Acin, 

November  19, 

1926 

Miles  Alien, 

November  25, 

1930 

Byron  H.  Puller, 

December   4, 

1934 

S.  B.  Vsughnl 

Superintendents  of  Schools 
(School   commissioners  to  1865) 


No   state  or  county  records,    1818-1838 
S.  M.   Mitchell, 

September     17,    18392 
Samuel  Harrison, 

iVu-gTist  8,    1843^ 

L.    G.  Psync, 

August  2,    1847, 

November         -,    1851 
Peter  Philips, 

January         17,   1854 


John  Ward, 
November 
November 
November 
November 


3,  1857   (elected), 

16,  1859, 

5,  1861   (elected), 

9,  1863 


Robert  R.   Linlc, 

November       7,    1865  (elected), 

November        2,    1869  " 

George  C,   Ross, 

November   4,  1873  (elected) 
Hiram  Doty, 

November   7,  1876 
Charles  D.  Threlkeld, 

December   1,  1877, 

December   1,  1882, 

December   6,  1886 
Wilford  P.  Dillon, 

November  26,  1890 
Hiram  M.  Aiken, 

November  24,  1894 


1.  Shown  as  treasurer  in  Offici.-?!  list  of  County  Officers,  July  !_, 
1939,  p.  17. 

2.  Recorded  as  school  commissioner  ([Commissioners'  Record],  v.  D, 
p.  79,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  sec  entry  2). 

3.  Recorded  as  Lemuel  R,  Harrison  (ibid. ,  p.  289), 
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Roster  of  Couiaty  Officers 


Superintendents  of  Schools  (cont.) 


'A'illian  S.    Bunton, 

Ko venter       21,    1893 
Hiram  I-i.    Ai':en, 


I'ovembrr 
Of  fa  Noa]., 

Kovomber 
Coi'nelius  W, 

November 


21,    1902 

19,    1905 
Mundell , 
19,    1910 


H.    Clay  Ins, 

Kovomber     27,  1914, 

November     26,  1918 

Elmer  B,    Swofford, 

November     22,  1922, 

November     23,  1926, 

November     21,  1930, 

July  31,  1935 

George  Hustles,  1 


Surveyors 
(Beginning  September,   1936,    surveyor  appointed  by  county 
board  of  suocrvisors)! 


Ishan  Harrison, 

January  13,  1818 
John  Swi:-.g, 

Febrasry  13,  1821 
John  Vi;  Shultz, 

June  20,    1825 

Andrew  W.    Harrison, 

February  2,  1827 
Jolin  Ewing, 

October         21,    1829, 

July  25,    1831 

John  Taylor, 

December 


22, 


1831 


V7alter  B.    Scateso, 

February  2,  1833 
Levds  F.    Cully, 

Aagust  19,  1835 

Hiinry  W.  Perry, 

October  2,  1838, 

December  11,  1839 
Samuel  R.    Harrison, 

January         20,  1840, 

Au>rust  18,  1843, 

August  19,  1847 

Lewis  G-.  Payne, 

November         6,  1849   (elected) 


Elijah  T.  Webb, 

November  13, 

1351 

G.  M.  Clark, 

November  23, 

1855, 

December   2, 

1857, 

November  15, 

1859 

G,  LeWitt, 

November  15, 

1860 

Elijah  T.  Webb, 

November   5, 

1851  (elected), 

November   9, 

1853, 

January   25, 

1866, 

December   6, 

1867, 

November  13, 

1859, 

November  16, 

1871 

Wilson  Whittington, 

November  13, 

1875, 

December   1, 

1879 

D,  R.  Spilman, 

December   6, 

1883, 

November   4, 

1884 

Philip  Luger, 

December   3, 

1888, 

December  23, 

1892 

Chai-les  W.  Stilley, 

Doc ember   7, 

1896, 

November  30, 

1900 

1.      Shovm   as   superintendent  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers, 
July  1,    1939.   p.   17, 
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Roster  of  County  Officers 


Surveyors  (cont.) 


Henry  Moore,  Geoffrey  Smith, 

November   17,  1904,  November   4,  1924  (elected) 

November    3,  1908  (elected)       N,  Y,  Alvis, 
Curtis  E,  Smith,  November   6,  1928  (elected) 

November    5,  1912  (elected)       Curtis  E,  Smith, 
S,  M,  Neal,  November   8,  1932  (elected), 

November    7,  1916  (elected)  July      1,  1939^ 

Herbert  McCullum, 

November    2,  1920  (elected) 


1,  Shown  as  surveyor  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers,  July  1,  1959, 
p.  17,  ""' 


(1831-1870) 


CHRONOLOGICAL   INDEX 
(All  figiores  refer   to   entry  numbers;   imclerscoring 
indicates  the  ending  of  a  record  in  the 
decade  under  which  it  is  listed) 


Ig^l-lgUO 

New  Records 

2,  7^.    95.   Sit,    98.   118,    172-175,    217,    236,    242 

IgUl-lgi^O 

New  Records 

3.  9.  10,  2U,  31.  U3,  U9.  53.  72,  9^.  158.  l69.  177.  190.  20U.  20g, 
212,    220,    223,    237,    282,    293A 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decade 
2,    Ih.   95.   97.   98,    118.    172-175.    217.    23S,    2U2 

1851-1860 

New  Records 

38,   UU,    76,    85,    115,    1U7,    178,    183,    186,    196,    198.    200,    20^,    205, 
207,    233.    257 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
2,  3,  9.  10,  2U,  31,  Ui,  U9,  53.  72.  7^.  9"+,  95.  97.  98,  118,  158, 

169.    172-175.    177.    190,    20U,    208.    212,    217,    220,    223,    236,    237, 
2U2,    282,    29 ^A 

1861-1870 

New  Records 

5^.    59.    83.    SU,    102,    108.    Ill,    113.    119,    128,    159.    192,    206.    209, 
210,    22t,    229,    231,    238,    2Ui,    2U6,    25U,    25l,    262,    278 

-  265  - 


-  266  - 
(1871-1900)  Chronological  Index 


Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

2,    5,    9,   10,   24,    31,    38,   44,   49,   53,   72,    74,    76,  85,    94,    95,    97,    98, 

115,   118,   147,    158,   169,    172-175,   177,    178,    183,  186,    190,   196,   198, 

200,   203-205,    207,   208,   212,   217,   220,   223,   233,  236,   237,   242,   257, 
282 


1871-1880 

New  Records 


1,  11,    12,   35,   39,   41,   42,   45,   48,   55,    56,  60,   61,   63,   65-67,    71,    73, 
75,   77,   78,   88,   96,    99,    100,    103-105,    109,  116,    125-127,    132,    133, 
135-138,   143,    145,   146,   149,   151-154,    161,  162,    170,    179,   181,    184, 
185,    187,   188,    191,    193-195,   197,   214-216,  218,   234,   235,   244,   245, 
247,   258,   259,   263,   267,   273 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

2,  3,  9,  10,  24,  31,  38,  44,  49,  53,  54,  59,  72,  74,  76,  83,  85,  94, 
95,  97,  98,  102,  108,  111,  113,  115,  118,  119,  128,  147,  158,  159, 
169,  172-175,  177,  178,  183,  186,  190,  192,  196,  198,  200,  203-206, 
207,  208-210,  212,  220,  223,  225,  229,  231,  233,  236,  237,  238,  242, 
^46,  254,  261,  262,  278,  282 


1881-1890 

■  ■■■■■  I  —  ■« 

New  Records 

6,  37,  46,  52,  79,  112,  114,  117,  144,  160,  164,  180,  182,  189,  199, 
230,  264,  291,  297,  301,  303,  304,  306 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,    9-11,   24,  _31,   35,   38,   39,   41,   42,   44,   45,   48,   54,   55,    56,    59-61, 
63,   65-67,    71-78,   85,   88,    94,    95,    97-100,    102-105,   108,    109,   111,    113, 
115,    116,   118,    119,    125,    126-128,    133,    135-138,    143,    145,   146,    147, 
149,    151-154,    158,   159,    161,    162,    169,    170,    172-175,    177-179,    181, 
183-188,   190-197,   198,   200,    203-205,   208-210,   212,   214-21B,   218,   220, 
223,   225,   229,   2317^3,   254,   235,   237,   238,   242,   244-247,   254,   258, 
■S59,   261,   262,   267,   273,   278,   282 

1891-1900 

New  Records 


5,    18,   21,   40,    58,   90,    92,    134,   139,   140,    150,    157,    163,   260,   265, 
270  


-  267   - 
Chronological   Index  (1901-1920) 


Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  6,  9-12,  35,  38,  39,  41,  42,  44,  46,  48,  52,  54,  55,  59-61, 
63,  65-67,  71-79,  85,  88,  94,  95,  97-100,  102-105,,  108.,  109,  111, 
112,  113-119,  3  26-128,  133,  135-138,  143,  144,  145,  146,  149, 
TFT-154,  158-162,  169,  170,  172-175,  T77-1W7  182-192,  193,  194, 
195-197,  199,  200,  203,  204,  205,  206,  208-210,  212,  2l'?^167~2'l8, 
220,  225,  229-231,  233,  235,  237,  238,  242,  244-247,  254,  257-259, 
261,  262,  264,  267,"T73,  278,"T82,  291,  297,  301,  303,  304,  306 


1901-1910 

New  Records 

20,  33,  47,  50,  68,  82,  93,  107,  110,  129,  130,  142,  176,  255,  256, 
772,  275,  289,  290 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,  2,  3,  5,  9-12,  18,  21,  35,  38-41,  44,  46,  48,  52,  54,  55,  58, 
IB'g-ei,  63,  65-67,  7T-79,  85,  88,  90,  92,  94,  95,  97-100,  102-TU5, 
108,  109,  ni,  113-119,  126-128,  133,  134,  13_5,  136-140,  145,  146, 
149-153,  154,  158-161,  162,  163,  169,  170,  172-175,  177-180,  182-191, 
192,  195-197,  199,  200,"T03,  205,~2^6,"T08-210,  212,  214-216,  218, 
220,  225,  229-231,  235,  238,  242,  244-246,  247,  258,  259,  261,  262, 
264,  265,  267,,  270,  273,"TT8,  282,  291,  2977301,  303,  304,  306 

1911-1920 

New  Records 


7,  13,  14,  22,  23,  2_5,  28,  29,  36,  £2,  64,  80,  81,  86,  89,  91,  101, 
120,  123,  124,  141,  156,  167,  168,  219,  224,  226-228,  239,  249, 
250-2^ir7  ZEUJ   274,  279,  283,  292,  3157" 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

2,  3,  5,  9,  1£,  11,  12,  33,  35,  38-41,  44,  46,  47,  48,  50,  _52,  54, 
55,  59,  60,  61,  63,  65-68,  71-79,  82,  85,  6^,   90,  92,  93,  94,  95, 
97-100,  102, T03,  10T7  105,  108-111,  113-115,  116,  117,  118,  119, 
126-130,  133,  134,  136-140,  142,  145,  146,  149-153,  158-161,  163, 
172-178,  179,  180,  182-188,  189,  190,  191,  195-197,  199,  200,~S03, 
205,  206,  208-715,  212,  214-716,  218,  220,  225,  230,~75l,  235,'  242, 
244-246,  255,  256,  258,  259,  261,  262,  264,  265,  267,~770,  272, 
273,  275,  278,  282,  290,  291,  297,  303,  304,  306 


-  268  - 
(1921-19-10)  Chronological  Index 


1921-1950 

New  Records 

4,  19,  26,  27,  30,  57,  121,  131,  155,  165,  166,-  171,.  201,  202,  213, 
221,  222,  _232,  240,  241,  266,  269,  271,  276,  J77,  280,  284,  287'^' 
293-295,  £96,"  298-300,  305,  307,  303,  310,  315 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

2,    5,    7,    11-14,   22,   23,    28,   29,   33,   35,    56,   38-41,   44,   45,   48,   50,   54, 
55,    59,   60,   62,   64,   71-74,    75,.  76-79,.  85,-  86, '88-92,.  94,    9'.s,   97-10!?,    104, 
105,    108-111,    113-115,    118,"T19,   120,    126-T30,    133,    134,    136-138,   139, 
140-142,    145,    149-152,  Tsl,    156,  15^-160,    161,.  167,.  168^  172-178, 
182-180,    190,,  191,   195-197,   200,  r05,~T06,   208-210,  ?17,  214-216,   218, 
220,    224-230,   235,   239,   242,    244-246,   249-251,   252,   253,   255-259, 
261-265,    267,   268,   270,  Wf]  274,   275,   278,   2797^82,.  283,   290-292,   297, 
302-304,    506 

1931-1940 

New  Records 

8,    15,   16,    17,   32,   34,   51,   69,   70,   87,    106,    122,    148,   211,   248,   281, 
285,   286,   2fH8,   309,   311-314 

Records  Be(;inning  in  Preceding  Decades 

2-5,   7,   11-14,   19,   22,   23,   28-30,   33,   35,   36,   38,   39,   40,   41,  44,   48, 
50,   54,   55,   57,    59,   60,T2,   64,   71-74,    76,    77,    78,    79,   88-92,    94,    95, 
97-102,    104,    105,   108-111,   115-115,    119,    121,    126,    127,    128-151,    135, 
134,   136-138,   140-142,   145,    149-152,    155,    156,"rg'I,"T66,    167,    171-175, 
176,   177,    178,    182,   183-188,    190,    191,    195,    196,   197,   200-202,   205,    206, 
^08-210,   212,   214-216,   220,   221,   2727'2?<P230,   235,   239-241,   244-246, 
249-251,   253,.  255-259,   261-272,   274-276,   278-280,   282-284,   287,   290-295,. 
297-300,   302-508,    310,   315 


(Ata-App) 


SUBJECT  IITOEX 
(Figures  refer  to  inventory  numbers  unless  tm- 
deracored;  underscored  figures  refer  to  pages) 


ATjatement 

mosquito,  district  organi- 
zation, 70 
record,  275 
Abtrevip.tions  and  symbols  used 

in  inventory,  91,  92 
Abstracts 

of  assessments,  sec  Tax 
of  footings,  44 
of  title,  recording  of,  151 
of  votes,  87 
Aocoucheurs,  register  of 

certif ic8,tcs,  78 
Accounts 

birth  and  death 

cciinty  clerk's,  93 
treasurer's,  289 
of  county  f\inds 
audits,  50,  102 
examination,  101 
treasurer's,  278 
estate,  172,  175,  188,  190 
expense,  highway,  309 
pauper,  24 
pension,  mothers',  7 
school  funds,  291 
with  tovmships,  coll- 
ector's, 273 
Act  of  1855.  27 
ikdams,  Agustus 

courthouse  contract  r.ward- 

od  to,  15 
first  stepjn-driven  mill  built 
ty.  36 


AdministrF.tor 
See  also  Estate;  Executor;  Probate  Almshouse,  see  County  homo;  Poor; 


Administrator  (continued) 
public,  158 

record,  178,  182 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  178 
reports,  172,  175,  199 

record,  197 
settlement  of  estates  record, 

175.  198 
with  will  pjinexed,  178,  179 
Adoption 
See  also  Juvenile 
jurisdiction  in,  144 
petitions,  138.  165,  166,  172 
Adult  probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
Affidavits 

of  posting  notices,  172 
of  proof  of  heirship,  99ri3,  172 
for  tax  deeds,  49,  53-55,  94 
witness,  136,  171,  212,  247,  259 
.^kgreemonts,  articles  of,  99[ii] 
iigri culture,  see  Industries  under 

Frpjiklin  County 
Aiken  fajnily,  9_ 
Aiken  Creek,  7 
Akin,  George  W. ,  16n 
jJcin(s),  Walter  S. ,  15 

donr.tod  l-'^.nd  for  coiinty  seat,  13n 
./.liens,  sec  Naturalization 
i'ilimony,  certificates  of  pay- 
ment, 99[vii] 
Allen,  Willis,  23 
Allotments,  motor  fuel  tax 
record,  311 
register,  288 


court;  Wills 
accounts,  172,  175 
bonds,  172,  175,  178,  179,  182 

additional,  178-181 
do  bonis  non,  178,  179 
fee  book,  205 
inventories,  172,  175.  187,  190 


Public  welfare;  Relief 
Alton  rjid  Terre  Haute  Railroad 

Comp-,ny,  40 
./ijidy'  s  Creek,  4 
Appe  al 8 
bonds 

circuit  court,  212,  249,  250 


letters,  99[xi],  175,  178,  179,  182   county  court,  136 
oaths,  172,  175,  178,  182  to  circuit  court,  56,  148,  158, 

petitions,  172,  175,  178  170.  171,  224 

to  sell  real  estate  to  pay 

debts,  175,  190,  192,  193 
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(App-Ben) 
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Subject  Index 


Appeals  (continued) 

from  county  court  to  higher 

court,  148 
to  county  court,  55,  142 
Applications 

for  blind  benefits,  22,  23, 

94[i] 
for  maxrisige  licenses, 

70,  71 
for  old  3^e   pensions,  313 
for  patents,  83 
Appointment 

of  county  officers,  see 

under  title  of  officer 
in  probate,  see  under  title 
of  appointes 
Appraisement  of  ostatos,  172 
records,  175,  189,  190,  199 
Appraiser,  appointment  of,  190 
Appropriations  for  co\.uity 
funds,  101 
ledger,  279 
record 

county  board,  2,  3 
treasurer,  278 
Architects 

licenses,  82[i] 

registor,  ?9 
state 

inspection  of  school 

property,  68 
school  superintendent's 
reports  to,  209 
Armstrong,  Bobbie,  35 
Amy,  see  Soldiers 
Articles,  see  Atj'reemeuts; 

Incorporation 
Assessments 
See  Tax 
supervisor  of,  see 

Supervisor 
tax,  see  Ta:: 
Asses:";or 

county,  see  Supervisor 

of  a;;seosr.ients 
district,  appointment,  51,  196 
township 
bonds,  90 

duties,  51,  112,  197 
election,  51,  196 
Assignments 

of  interest  in  estates, 
99.  112,  144,  175 


Assignments  (continued) 

mortgage,  98,  108 
Attachment 

bonds,  212,  249 

petitions  for,  213 
Attorney 

circuit,  59 

receipts  for  documents,  250 

state's,  see  State's 
attorney 
Audited  reports,  county  clerk's, 

34,  94 
Auditing  of  county  funds,  50 
Auditor 

reports,  33 

state,  county  clerk's  state- 
ments to,  41,  42 
kverir,  Kenr;^  14 
Awards,  widows^,  see  Widow 

Bail  bonds,  212,  249,  252 
Bailey,  Janes  M.,  29 
Baptist  Church,  first  in 

county,  3,  30 
Baptists,  number  in  county,  30 
Bar  dockets 

circuit  court,  229 
county  court,  158 
Barberry,  William,  8 
Barker,  Lewis,  14 
Barren  Township,  17,  18 
Bell,  William,  18 
Bell  and  Zoller,  42 
Bell  eind  Zoller  Coal  eoid 
Mining  Company,  43 
Belleville  (St.  Clair  County), 

40 
Belleville  and  Eldorado  Railroad 

Company,  40 
Benton,  Thomas  Hart,  city  of 

Benton  named  for,  12 
Benton,  14,  35,  39,  40,  41,  42 
agricultural  fairs  held  in, 

33 
bank  established  at,  38 
chosen  seat  of  justice,  12 
county  buildings  at,  15 
first  steam-driven  mill 

built  near,  36 
location,  4 

organization  of,  99[xv] 
Benton  Academy,  29 
Benton  Coal  Company,  42 
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Subject  Index 


(Ben-Cas) 


Benton  election  district,  17n 
Benton  precinct,  16n 
Benton  Standard,  The,  38, 

38n ,  39,  39n,  43 
Benton  Township,  17,  18 

poor  farm  located  in,  20 
Bids  on  state-aid  roads, ~T08 
Big  Muddy  River,  4,  7_,  8,  14, 
Bills  ~ 

appraisement,  189 
against  countj^,  1,  94,  172 

filing  of,  103 
for  divorce,  212 
fee,  172 
of  sale,  172 
Births 
See  also  Vital  statistics 
•'reports,  county  clerk's 

account  of,  93 
Bit  Act,  10 
Blind 

examiner,  see  Examiner 
pensions,  see  Pension 
relief,  see  Relief 
Board 

of  County  Commissioners 

see  County  board 
of  health,  gee  Health 
of  review,  see  Revie\'ir 
school,  see  School 
of  supervisors,  County, 
see  County  board 
Bogart,  Professor,  41 
Bond  issues 

railroad,  register,  31,  125 
refunding,  resolutions 

for,  29 
school,  register,  30 
township,  register,  28 
Bonds 

appeal;,  136,  212,  2^9,4,250 
assessors'  township,  90,  197 
attachment,  212,  249 
bail,  212,  249,  252 
certiorari,  212,  253 
circuit  clerk's,  173 
in  circuit  court,  index 

to,  248 
city  commissioners',  2,  39 
collectors • 
county,  201 
deputy,  2, 


Bonds 

collectors'  (continued) 

township,  116 
constables',  2,  88,  115 
coroner's,  190 

deputy,  191 
county  clerk's,  112 
36      justice  of  peace,  2,  88,  115 
mayor's,  2,  89 
officers ' 

county,  2,  94[ii},  99[iv] 
keeping  of,  112 
peace,  212,  249 
police  magistrates',  2,  88 
of  probate  appointees,  see 

under  title  of  appointee 
receivers',  212,  249,  251 
recognizance,  136,  145,  146, 

212,  216,  249,  ,254 
recorder's,  130 
sheriffs',  9?TTi],  187 
state's  attorney's,  193 
supervisors',  2,  91 

of  assessments,  197 
treasurers' 
county,  204 

township  (school),  117,  307 
Bainbridge  Academy,  2  9 
Brayfield,  Wins  or,  18~ 
Bridge,  see  Transportation 
Browning  brothers,  8 
Browning,  Reverend  Tohn,  8,  30 
Bro^wning,  Levi,  36      "~ 
appointed  drainage 

commissioner,  26n 
Browning,  IV,  R,,  16,  16n 
Brovming  Township7~l7,  18 
Brush  Tree  Creek,  7 
Budget,  countj;-  fund's,  1,  2, 

94,  172 
Burial 

grounds,  see  Cemetery 
record,  military,  69 

Cairo  Shoreline,  40 
Cantrell,  J,  L.,  8 
Carpenter,  Milton"  12 
Casey,  Samuel  K»,  4^ 
Casey,  Samuel  R,,  TS" 
Casey's  Fork  Creek,  4 


89 
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Cash  'books 
See  also  Fees;  Fund;  Receipts 
auad  expenditures 
circuit  clerk's,  258 
treasurer's,  281 
Catholics,  number  of,  31 
Cave  Township,  18 
Cemetery  deeds,  98,  106 
Certificates 
Soe  also  License 
accoucheurs' 

register,  78 
gmticipation,  stubs,  15 
birth,  61,  62 
chiropodists,  register,  78 
for  citizenship,  sec 
Naturalization 
death,  61,  64,  65 

coroner's,  61,  64,  65,  68 
dentists' ,  register,  79 
of  election,  99Cvi] 

trustees  of  lodges,  99,  121 
health,  in  application 
for  marriage,  70 
Jury 

register  of,  10,  247 

cancelled,  282,   283 
stubs,  12,  246 
of  lovy 

sheriff's,  115Ci] 
tax,  36,  94 
of  mailing,  213 
marriagf,  75 
nursus',  rt^gistcr,  81 
optomtitrists'  ,  80 
osteopaths',  rogist.  r,  78 
of  payment  of  alimony 
judgments  and 

liens,  99[vii] 
physicians' ,  77 

register,  78 
of  purchase 

issued  by  drainage 

commission. .'r,  S8_ 
tax,  50,  52,  94 
uncalled  for,  94[iv] 
recording  of,  114,  132 
of  redemption 

masti-r's,  99[viii],  115[ii] 
sheriff's,  115[iii] 
tax,  276 
of  sale 

master's,  llsCiv] 
sheriff 'b,115Cv] 


Certificates  (continued) 
stallion,  82Cii],  123 

renewal  of,  82Cli],  124 
stillbirth,  61,  64 
tax  sale 

uncalled  for,  94Civ] 
teachers' 

issuance  of,  64,  64n 
record,  299 
veterinarians',  77,  82Ciii] 
Certiorari 

bonds,  212,  253 
case  transcripts,  212,  221 
index  (221),  222 
Chancery 
See  also  Circuit  court; 
Master  in  chancery 
jurisdiction  in,  54,  172 
Chattel  mortgage,  soe  Mortgage 
Chicago,  42 
Chicago,  Burlington,  and  Q^incy 

Railroad,  40 
Chicago  and  Eastern  Railroad,  40 
Chicago  and  Tfostorn  Railroad 

Company,  40 
Chicago,  Wilmington  and  Franklin 

Coal  Company,  43 
Chides tor,  Richard,  1£ 
Children,  soe  Juvenile 
Chiropodists'  certificates, 

regis tor,  78 
Christian  County,  41 
Christian  Scientists,  number  in 

county,  31 
Christopher,  9 

bank  established  at,  38 
Church,  see  under  name  of 

denomination 
Circuit  attorney,  59^ 
Circuit  court 

appeals  to,  56,  148,  158,  170.  171 

branches,  172 

clerk 

appointmi;nt,  57,  174 

bonds,  94[ii],  173 

duties  and  election,  173 

ex  officio  recorder,  130 

journal,  257 

oath,  173 

pro  tempore,  appointmi;nt,  173 

rocripts  and  expenditures,  258 

records  k»;pt  by,  174,  175,  208-260 

legislation  concerning,  73 
roster,  257 
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Circuit  court  (continued) 
dockets 

bar,  229 

clerk's,  231,  233 

execution,  235,  236 

judge's,  225-223,  232 

judr.ment,    235,    237 
by  default,    214,    238 
and  execution,    235 

master-in-cliancery,    225, 
227,    234 

mechanic's  lien,  230 
fee  books  (court  costs), 

239-245 
files 

chancery,  212 

common  law,  £12 

criminal,  212 

dissolved  cor^^orations,  213 

index  to,  208,  211 
judKe,  5_4,  55,  170,  171 
jurisdiction  and  functions 

of,  54,  170-174 
records 

bail,  252 

cJianoery,    215,    217 

common  law,    214,    217 

confession,  214,  219 

criminal,  214,  216,  217 

index  to,  208,  211 

indictment,  216,  218 

parole,  214,  21G,  217 

probation,  214,  216,  217 

recognizance,  216,  254 
reports  to,  244,  245 
transcripts,  212,  220,  221, 
223,  224 

Citations,  212 

Cities,  see  under  names  of 

individual  cities 
Civil 
cases 
See  als  0  Common  lav^  under 

Circuit  court;  County 
court 
jurisdiction  ir,  143,  170 
War,  18_ 
Claims 

ap;ainst  county,  1,  2,  4,  94,  172 
auditin.f-  of,  50,  102 
re. Twister,  5 
against  estates,  172,  173 
hifhway,  re^^ister,  309  [i] 


(Cir-Com) 

Claims    (continued) 

for   sheep  damages,    94[viii] 

ref^ister,    6 
for   state  aid   for   schools, 
294,    295 
Clark,    Calvin  M.,    17_ 
Clayton,    David   J.,    18 
demons,    Barney,    18 
Clerk  ' 

count;.',    see   County  clerk 

of  courts,    see  under  name   of 

specific   court 
of  election,    see   Election 
town,    see    Town   clerk 
Coet,    LouTs*,    18 
Cole,    Professor",    10 
Collection   of  taxes,    see    Tax 
Collector 
county 
accounts 

with  towns,    273 
appointment,    52,    200 
bond,    201 
books    (list   of  taxable 

property),    44 
co\.inty  treasurer   ex   officio, 

52_,    2_00 
deputy,    bonds,    2,    3D 
duties   and    functions    of, 

52_,    200,    201 
receipts   for   taxes,    272 
records   kept  by,    272-277 
reports 

to   county   clerk,    200 
of  tax  abatementE7~75 
roster,    2j57,    258,    260,    261 
settlement  recoFd,"S74,    278 
sheriff's   early  duties   as,    52, 
200  ' 

township 

abolition   of  office,    52,    200 
accounts  with  county 
collector,    273 
bonds,    116 

duties   and  election,    52,    200 
Commission 

welfare,    county,    218 
CoiTurissioners  ' 

city,    bonds,    2,    39 
county 

board   of,    sec   Count'^.    board 
court,    sec   County  board 
draina,:?,    see   Drainnr;e 
highyray,    see   'lirhway  under 
Transportation 


(ConwCou) 
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Subject  Index 


Coronissioiiers  (continued) 
to  locate  county  seat,   12 

appointnient,    11^ 
road,    see  Road  \inder 
Transportation 
school,    see  School 
Conmittees,    county  board 
of  supervisors 
reports,    1,    2,    94,    172 
Connon  law- 
See  also  Circuit  court; 

County  court 
jurisdiction  in,    143,    170 
Connuni cations,    countj'' 

board,    1,    2,    94,    172 
Conplaints 

in  courts,    135 
docket,    270 
Confession 

record,    138 
Congregationalists,    number 

in  county,    30 
Conservator 
See  also  Estate;    Gviardian; 
Insanity;   Probate 
court 
accounts,    172,    175 
bonds,    172,    175,    178,    185 
fee  book,    205,    206 
inventories,   172,   175, 

188,    190 
letters,    175,    178,    185 
oaths,    172,    175,    178,    185 
petitions,    172,    175,    183 

184 
record  (bonds,    letters, 
oaths,   petitions), 
178,    183-185 
reports,    172,    175 

record,  196 
settlement  record,  175,  198 
Constables 

appointnent  of,  58 
bonds  of,  2,  88 
creation  of  office,  58 
duties,  58 
election,  58 
Constitution  of  1818,  12 
Constitution  of  1848,  15 
Construction,  see  Bridge;  High- 
way; Road  ui^der 

Transportation 


Contracts 

construction  acccxrits,  309[ii] 
county,  authority  to  n.-'Jce,  101 
highway,  308 
keeping  of,  214 
Convoyances 
See  cl so  Deeds;  Mortgage 
entry  book  of 

land,  register,  95 
Cook,  Mr.,  lOn 
Coolidge,  Calvin,  19 
Copartnership  inventory,  187,  190 

and  appraisal  record,  189 
Coroner 

bond,  94[ii],  190 
creation  of  office,  59 
death  certificates,  61,  64,  65,  68 
deputy,  appointment  and  bond,  191 
duties  and  powers  of,  58,  59,  190 
election,  59,  190 
inquest 
papers,  212,  265 

index,  265 
procedure,  59,  190 
record,  267 
oath,  190 
office 

location,  7£,  85 
tern,  190,  190n 
records  kept  by,  265-267 
roster,  258,  259 
Corporation 
See  also  Incorporation 
files,  213 
Cost 

court,  see  Fee  book  under  name 
of  specific  court 
Cotton  V/ood  Creek,  7 
County  board 

board  of  county  commissioners 
composition,  17n 
duties  BXid.   powers,  17n,  49 
legislation  establishing,  49 
roster,  254 
tern  of  office,  17n 
claim  register,  5 
county  conrais si oners'  court 
clerk,  13,  48,  57,  102,  111 

roster,  255,  256 
coniposition,  13^,  Ion 
duties  and  powers,  13,  48~50, 
63,  66,  100 
legislation  concerning,  13 


275 


Subject  Index 


(Cou.) 


County  board 

county  conmissioners '  court 
(continued) 
eloction,  43 

probate  jurisdiction,  57 
roster,  250 
sessions,  early,  13 
succeeded  by  county 

court,  1_6,  48_,  98 
supervision  over  roads  and 
bridges,  213 
county  court  as  early 

administrative  body 
composition,  12_,  16,  43, 

98 ,  142_ 
early  sessions,  98 
establishment,  1~  55,  111 
r.embers 

componsation,  98 
election,  48_,  ITS 
roster,  251 
term  of  office,  142 
power  and  j'or isdiction, 

9£,  142 
succeeded  by  board  of 

supervisors,  48 
succeeding  county 
commissionsrs • 

court,  IS, 

487  98_ 
supervision   over  roads   and 

bridges,    67_,    213 
territorial 

composition,    12,    97 
first  administFatlvc 

body,    97 
roster,    249 

succeeded  by   justice's 
court,    12,    97 
justice's   court 

composition,    12,    97 
jurisdiction  aiTd   power,    97 
roster,    249  " 

succeeded   by  county  com- 
missioner's   court, 
13 ,    97 
succeeding  territorial 
county  court,    12 
orders  allo\vod  af;ains~road 

fund,    19,    308 
papers,    1,    94,    172 


County  board    (continued) 
record,    2 

appropriations,    3 
kept  by  clerk,    1-35 
reports  to,    33,    278,    290 
of  supervisors 

adoption   of,    48_,    99,    143 
appropriation  recoFd,"3~ 
bonds,    2,    91 
clerk 

county  clerk  ex   officio, 

103 ,  _m 
roster,    255,    256 
composition,    251-253 
duties   and  powers',    101,    102 
mem.bers,    1.8_ 

additional    (assistant  super- 
visors),   49,   _89,    100 
compensation,    9^  100 
election,    PS 
roster,    25o7  256 
term  of   office,    99,    100 
succeeding   county  ~urt,    48, 
99,    143_ 
County   clerk 
accounts 

with  county   funds,    a^nro-ori- 

ations,    3 
with    registrar   of  births 
and  deaths,    93 
bonds    of,    94[ii],    112 
creation  of  office7~^P,    103,    112 
deputy,    see  Deputy 
duties   and   powurs    of,    112-116 
in  custody  of  records,    112 
in  election   procedure,    UA,    14  5 
ex   officio   clerk 

board   of  review,    52 
county  board,    49,'T05,    111,    116 
county  court,    57_,    103,    ITT,    148" 
probate   court,    57 
in   issuinr   of  licenses,    112,    115 
in  keeping   of  vital   statTsticsT" 

70,    71_,    m_,    n4 
in  regard   to   public  health,    69 
in  taxation   procedure,    53, 
112_,    113,    200,    201 
election,    49,    112 


miscellaneous    files, 
office 

location,    84,    88 

term,    112 


94 
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County  clerk  (continued) 
records  kept  by,  36-94 

legislation  concerning, 
reports 

collector's  to,  53 

to  county  board,  34,  94 

to  Stato  Department  of 

Health,  69 
roster,  255,  256 
statomonts 

to  auditor,  41, 
County  collector,  see 
County  commissioners, 

board 
County  court 
appeals 

to  higher  court,  148 
from  lower  court,  56^,  142 
clerk  of 
bond,  112_ 
county  clerk  ox  officio, 

57,  148 
duties, 


42 

Collector 
see  County 


148 


49,  57,  103,  

ox  officio  probate 

clerk,  57 
office 

establishment,  48 

term,  112 
roster,  255,  256 
dockots 
bar,  158 
clerk' s 

common  law,  157 

criminal,  157 
execution,  152,  153 
feeble-minded,  149,  150, 
of  fines,  151 
inheritance  tax,  168,  200 
insanity,  149,  150 


judge's,  148-150 

judgment,  152,  154,  155 

justice  of  the  peace,  159 

police  mogistrato,  160 
foe  books  (court  costs) 

common  law,  161 

criminal,  161,  162 

insanity,  163,  205,  206 

judgment,  161,  164 
files 

common  lav/,  136 

criminal,  136 

index  to,  134,  137 


County  court 

files  (continued) 
73  insanity,  94,  139,  172 

juvenile,  165,  172 
special  assessment,  pctitione 
for,  141 
judge 

bond,  94Cii] 
election,  55,  142 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  5£ 
oath,  142_ 
roster,  254,  255 
salary..  142 
torm  of  off ice,  142 
j\irisdietir,n  and  fxinctions  of, 
K'-^-lfg 
in  juveii.le  casf.'s,  144,  145 
in  mothers'  pension  cases,  145 
in  naturalization  procedure,  56 
in  probate  matters,  55,  57,  158 
over  swamp  land,  68 
records 

common  law,  138 
confession,  138 
criminal,  145 
default,  138,  143 
delinquency  and  dependency, 
decrees  in,  138,  166 
insanity,  138,  140 
kept  by  clerk,  134-171 
mothers'  pension,  167 
plaintiff-defendant  index  to, 

135,  149 
probation,  145 
recognizance,  145,  146 
156        special  assessment,  142 

reports  to,  warden's  keeping  of,  149 
transcripts,  138 
County  farm,  sec  County  home;  Public 

nelfaro;  Relief 
County  funds,  see  Fund 
County  home 
See  also  Public  welfare;  Relief 
administration,  220 
"building  plsins,  25 
functions,  71,  220 
location,  79 


register  of  inamtes,  315 
suprrintendont,  records  kept  by, 
County  hospital,  county  empov/erod 
to  build,  68 


220 
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(Cou-Div) 


County  officers,  see  Officers 
County  offices,  see  Offices 
County  orders,  see  Orders 
County  property 

control  of,  49,  50,  37,  100,  101 
insurance  on,  32,  17"2 
County  seat 

location,  4,  12n 
naming  of,  12_ 
site  donated,  12 
County  superintendent  of  high- 
ways, see  Highvmy  under 
Transportation 
County  superintendent  of  public 

welfare,  see  Public  welfare 
County  superintendent  of 

schools,  see  School 
County  surveyor,  see  Surveyor 
Covmty  treasurer,  see  Treasurer 
County  warrants,  sea  IVar rants 
County,  see  Circuit;  County  Com- 
missioners' under  County 
board;  County; 
Probate 
Courthouse 

buildings  used,  76-80 
custody  of,  68 
depositories  in,  84,  85, 

87-90 
destroyed  by  fire,  15 
first,  11 
improvements,  79 
offices  in,  88_,  8£ 
Crain,  Scott,  18 
Craslin,  Arthur,  18 
Crawford  prairie,  1_ 
Criminal 
See  also  Circuit  court;  County 
court;  Indictment; 
Probation 
cases,  jurisdiction  in, 
143,  170 

Death 
See  also  Vital  statistics 
~pro"of~of,  17G,  177 

warrant  stubs,  11,  20 
De  bonis  non,  see  Administrator 
Declaration  of  intention,  see 

Naturalization 
Decrees 
See  also  Orders,  court 
of  adoption,  165,  172 


Decrees  (continued) 

corporation,  213 

in  delinquency  and  dependency 
cases,  138,  166 

divorce,  index,  210 

index  to,  209 

in  insanity  cases,  94,  139,  172 

probate  court,  175 

for  sale  of  property  (probate), 
175,  192 
Deeds 
See  also  Conveyances 

"cemetery,  98,  106 

master's,  98,  99[x],  105,  115[Ti] 

miscellaneous,  98,  107 

quitclaim,  98,  102 

record,  98 

right-of-way,  308 

swamp  land,  issued  by  drainage 
commissioners,  _68 

tax,  98,  104 

affidavits  for,  .  49,  53,  55,  94 

uncalled  for,  94[iv] 

warranty,  98,  103 
Deering,  J.  K,, 'A2 
Deering  Mine  No«  11,  42 
Default  records 

circuit  court,  212 

county  court,  138,  143 
Delinquent  children,  see  Juvenile 
Delinquent  taxes,  see  Tax 
Denning  Township,  _8,  _18,  42 
Dentists 

register,  79 
Department  of  public  welfare, 

county,  see  Public  welfare 
Dependent  children,  see  Juvenile 
Deputy,  see  under  title  of 

officer 
De'Terff,  Henry,  35 
Dimond,  Jesse,  38 
Disbursements,  see  Receipts  and 

expenditures 
Disciples  of  Christ,  30 
Distribution  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Distributive  fund,  291 
Districts 

drainage,  see  Drainage 

health,  see  ?Iealth 

road,  see  Road  under  Transportatiein 

school,  see  School 
Divorce 

bills  for,  212 

index,  210 
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Dockets 

court,  see  uiader  naoe  of 

specific  court;  also 
under  title  of 
docket 
of  rates  and  amounts 

wanted,  37 
required  to  be  kect,  143. 
160.  175,  138 
Doctor,  see  Physician 
Dog 

tag  register,  85 
tax 

record,  38,  40,  44 
Dollins,  2d,  35 
Dorris,  Eugene,  18 
Douglas,  StephsJi  A. ,  19 
Drainage 
See  also  Sv7a:'tp  lands 
conmisoioners 

appointr.-.ent  of,  68 
higlawa;'  cor.-jnissicners  ex 
officio,  63 
districts 

organization  of,  69 
Drumraond  Creek,  4 
Duff.  A.  D.,  13,  40 
Dye,  Roy,  13 

Earnings  and  ercpenditures, 
see  Receipts  a:id 

expenditures 
Eastern  precinct,  16n 
Eastern  Tovaship,  9,  17,  18 
Education,  see  School 
Elections 

abstract  of  votes,  87 
board,  £,ppointnent,  146 
certificates,  99[vi] 

lodge  trustees,  99,  121 
clerks  of 

appointnents,  72 
duties,  county  clerk' s,  72. 

114.  147 
judges 

appointment.    50,   72.    101 
Jurisdiction  over.    101,    146, 

171 
for  mosquito  abatenient 

districts,    70 
nominations,   objections  to,   147 


Elections  (continued) 
poll  books,    87 

precincts,   organization  of,   2 
•school.    306 
tally  shoots,    87 
Eldorado   (Saline  County),   40 
Electoral  board,    county  officers. 

147 
Zlkius.   Anarius,    22 
Ilizabcthtowr.  and  Benton  Rail- 
road Compare,   39 
Einbser,   Jerone  A.,    7,    18^,    35,    35n 
Energency  relief,    see  Relief 
English,   John  C,    35 
Entry 
books 

of  instrunents  recorded,   95 
required  to  be  kept,   72,    131 
Episcopalicjis,   30 
Equalization  of  taxes,    see  T,ax 
Erknan,   John,    35 
Estates 
Sec  also  Adr.iinistratcr;    Conser- 
vator;  Executor;    Guardian; 
Probate  c^urt;   Real 
estate;   Wills 
a^iprai senent  of,    175,   189, 

190,    199 
assignnent  of,    99,    112 
clair/.s  against,    176 
co-partnership 

inventory  and  anpraisenent  of, 
189 
dockets,    200,    203,    204 

clain,    202 
insolvent  record,    175,    199 
assignr.ent  of  prouerty.    144, 
175 
inventories  of,    175,    176,    187, 
188,    189,    190,    198,    199 
ledger,    207 
papers,   172 

Index  to,    173 
property 

real  and  personal,    lists  of, 
176 
sale  of  property 
personal,    175,    190,    195 
real 

bonds  aiid  decrees,    175,    192 
petitions,    175,    190,    192-194 
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Estj=>,tes   (continued)   ' 

settlement  record,  175,  198 
Estes  family,  8 
^stray  notices,  85 

record,  keeping  of,  115 
Evangelical  Luthersjis,  30 
Evving,  John,  36 

donated  lejid  for  county 
seat,  12n 
Ewing  College,  29,  36 
Ewing  election  district,  17n 
Ewing  High  School,  29 
Ewing,  38 

Swing  To\7nship,  17,  18,  35 
Ewing' s  property,  12 
Examinations,  see  Pupils; 

Teachers 
Examiner  of  the  blind 

application  record,  22,  23 
appointment  and  duties,  71 
Execution 

dockets ,  152,  153,  235,  236 

sheriff's,  262 
files 

circuit  court,  212 
county  court,  135 
index  to,  209 
Executor 
See  also  Administrator; 

Estate;  Probate  court; 
Wills 
accounts,  172,  175 
bonds,  172,  175,  186 
fee  book,  205 
inventories,  172,  175 

187,  190 
letters,  175,  186 
oaths,  172,  175,  186 
petitions,  172,  175,  185 
report  record,  197 
reports,  172,  175 
settlement  of  estates 
record,  175,  198 
Expenditures,  see  Receipts 

and  expenditures 
Explajiatory  notes  to 

inventory,  92,  93 
Extension 
mortgp,ge 

chattel,  94[iT] 

Factory  Heights,  39 


Fgjicy  Farm  College,  29 
Farm  bureau 

pAvisor,    componsr.tion,  224 
appropriations,  legislation 

concerning,  224 
board  of  directors, 

composition,  224 
purpose,  224 
Farm  names,  register,  120 
Fayette  Co\inty,  40 
Fee  bills,  probate  court,  172 
Fee  books 

g,dministrators  a-nd  executors'  , 

205 
court,  see  also  binder  name  of 

specific  court 
guardipjis'  and  conservators', 

205,  205 
required  to  be  kept,  149,  175 
Feeble-minded 

docket,  149,  150,  156 
Fees 
See  also  Cash;  Funds;  Receipts 
and  expenditiirGs 
circuit  clerk's,  257 
recorder ' s,  257 
sheriff's,  261,  252,  264 
witness,  92,  247,  259 
Ferry  licenses 

issuin£;  of,  115 
Final  papers,  see  Certificates 

under  Naturalization 
Finpjicial  statements,  county 
board,  1,  94,  172 
See  also  Accounts;  Cash;  Fees; 
Funds;  ^ceipts  and 
expenditures 

Fines 

docket  of,  151 
Fire  marshal,  state 

inspection  of  county  buildings 

by,  65,  68_ 
school  superintendent's  reports 
to,  209 
Fitts,  Mounteville,  member  first 

board  of  supervisors,  18 
Flannigan,  W.  D. ,  18 
Foreclosure 
See  also  Mortgage 
records,  245 
Foreign 

wills,    99[xvi] 
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Forfeiture 
of  lands 

records,  48,  53 
Fork  Creek,  36 
Four  I'ile  prairie,  7_ 
Four  liile  precinct,  16n 
Frankfort,  IS.  M  15,  40,  42_ 
Frankfort  B^^  K^ucl'dy  Coal  and 

Coke  Ccr.pa.iy,  42_ 
Frankfort  seleuted  as  county 

seat,  11 
Frankfort  precinct,  16n 
Frankfort  tovrashi,;,  1^,  35 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  county 

naneu  after,  10,  11_ 
Franklin,  33_ 

Franklin  election  district,  17n 
Franklin  Acadeny,  2  9 
Franklin  County  A;^rTcultural 

Board,  35 
Franklin  CounTy  Coal  and 

Coke  Ccm,iany,  42 
Franklin  County  Coal 

Corporetion,  43 
Franklin  County  Independent, 

FranklTii^HarTltcn  County 

Farm  Bureau,  35 
Franklin  Institute, "79 
Franklin  County 

agriculture,  seo  In- 
dus trie  s~Felov; 
area,  4_,  10 
boundaries,  4 

change  in,'"ll,  1^ 
census,  31,  2T~ 
churches,  see  Rcli,'^ion  below 
Climate,  7_ 
coal  nines,  seo  In- 
dustries ho  low 
courthouse 

buildings  used,  11,  12,  15 
construction  of,  sale 
of  land  for,  1£ 

OOBt,  15 

dcetroyoa  by  fire,    15 
creation,    10 

date   of,~r2 
depression  o7  1929 

effect  of,  3_ 

recovery  program,  21 


Franklin  County  (continued) 
early  settlers 

hardships  endured,  9,  33_ 
orig;"r  of,  8_,  9_ 
economic  development,  3_,  31-45 
education 

acadanies    first  established,    2£ 
adult,    society  for,    2£ 
collepeG,   establishment,   29 
develop^nent  of,    27-29 
legislation  concefninp;,    22_ 
pupils   statistics,    28 
school 

building  first  used,    27_ 
early  methods   of  conducting,    27 
first  in  county,    9 
free,    first  estabTished,    27_ 
land,    sale   of,    27_ 
statistics,    28 
state   supervTs'ion  of,    27 
election,    see   Politics   below 
farms,    see  Arricv.lture  vmder 

Industries   below 
ferries,    see    Industries   below 
finances 
bank 

number  in  county,    38 
county  clerk's   report  to 

county  board,    22^,    23 
county  collector's  report,    21,    22 
income  ecrly  source   of,    2 1 , ~2'2 , "?6n 
railroad 

financing,   bond  issues    for,    4_0_ 
swamp  lend  sale,   use   of  funds 

from,    26n 
taxation 

amount  of  collections,    21,    22 
assessments,    21,    22 

lists,   £4-2^ 
early  mothod  of  paj-rocnt,    21 
rates,    21^,    34 
geologic  characteristics,    7 
government 

changes    in,    12,    13,    17 
county  plan,  "rrttompts  to  change,    16 
early   business   transacted,    18 
first  in  county,    12 
to'/mship  form,    15 
adoption  of,   TT 
election  for,'T"7 
health  services,    sec  Public  wclfaro 
below 
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Franklin  County  (continued) 
highway,    see  Trexiaportfttion 

below 
immigration  to,    3 
Indif,ns  in,    7,    8 
indigent,    crre   of,    see 
Piiblic  \7elfp.re 
"below 
indvistrir.l  development, 

36-46 
industries 
r-'.gri  culture 

coal  mining  retards 

growth  of,  3,  32 
farm 

acreage,  34 
tax  rates,  34 
value ,  34 
bureau 

advisor,  duties 

of,  35 
membership,  35 
organized,  35 
purpose  of,  35_ 
crops,  36 

yield  chr.rt,  33 
experimental,  estab- 
lishment, 35 
machinery  aids,  3j}_,  35 
number  of,  33 
mortgages,  34 
ownership,  34 
source  of  income ,  36 
statistics,  36 
Importpjice  of,  3,  32 
livestock,  36_ 
societies,  organization 
of,  33 
coal  mining,  3 

consumption,  decrease 
in,  reasons  for, 
46 
development,  42 
importance  of,  41 
labor  disputes,  43,  44 
modern  methods  a-nd  rail- 
roads aid,  41,  42, 
number  and  names  of 

mines,  43 
production,  increased 

cost  of,  43 
statistics,  45,  46 
wage  schedule,  44 


46 


Frpjiklin  County 

industries  (continued) 

early  growth  of,  retarded,  3 
ferry,  first  built,  8 
gristmill,  first  built,  36 
manufactures 

effect  of  1929  depression 

on,  37 
factories  in,  38,  39 
kinds,  37 

value  of,  and  workers  cm- 
ployed  in,  37 
tavern,  36 
inhabitants 
origin,  8,  9 
Southern  origin  of 

decided  political  cast  of 

county,  lln.  19 
results  in  retention  of 

county  court  system,  17 
jail 

buildings  used,  R,  15 
cost  of,  15 
inadequacy  of,  15n 
location  changed,  15 
land 

entry  of,  late  coming  of  rr.il- 

road  retards,  22n 
sales,  promotion  of,  38,  39 
libraries,  soo  Education  above 
location,  4 
manufactures,  sco  Industries 

a.bove 
nrjning  of,  IC,  11 
natural  resources,  3 
negroes  in,  11 
newspapers 
See  also  under  nrjnc  of  newspaper 

officials,  18 

as  part  of  other  counties,  10 

physical  characteristics,  4,  7 

pioneers,  early,  9 

politics 

Democratic  control  of,  18,  19 
election 

for  change  in  government,  17 
precincts,  16n 

first  formed,  17n 
returns,  presidential,  1£,  I9n 
secret  ballot  boxes  estab- 
lished, 16n 
Republican  control  of,  19_ 
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Franklin  County  (continued) 
poor,  early  caro  of,  ses 
Public  welfaro 
below 
population,  11 
foreijrn 

increase  in  and 

nativity  of,  32 
statistics,  31,  32 
prominsnt  oitize.ic,  40 
public  buildings,  first 

constructed,  11,  12,  15 
public  v/elfcxre 
county  farm 

first  established,  20 
supported  by  county 
revenue,  21 
early  administration  of, 

19,  20 
effect  of  depression  of 

192 a  on,  21 
Emergency  RelieT" 

statistics,  21 
old  age  assistanceTirst 

provided,  21 
pension 

blind,  first  provided,  21 
mothers',  first  pro- 
vided, 21 
poor 

early  care  of,  19,  20 
legislation  concerning, 
20 
overseers,  early  appoint- 
ment and  duties 
of,  20 
state  aid  for,  21n 
publications,  see  Hows- 
papers  above 
rail)?oads,  see  Transportation 
below,  also  under  name 
of  specific  rail- 
road 
religion 

churches  in  county,  8,  oO 
first  Baptist,  8_  "" 
increase  in  wealth 

affects  growth 
of,  27 
membership,  oO,  31 
religious  denoKinations, 
30,  51 
rivers  and  sTFeams,  4,  7 


Franklin  County  (continued) 

road,  see  Transportation  below 
schools,  sec  Education  above 
seat  of  justice,  4 
first  used,  11 
legislation  concerning,  12 
location  of,  4,  11,  12,  15 
naming  of,  12"~ 

site  donated  to  county,  11,  12n 
settlements,  first  established, 

B,    9 
slavec  in,  11,  lln 
social  deveiopuent,  o,  27 

religious  i.eetinQS  contribute 
to,  50n 
soil,  7 

fertility  of,  34 
squatters,  9 
tavern  keening,  see  Industries 

above 
taxation,  seo  Finances  above 
timber  in,  7 
tovmships 

fornation  of,  17 
govi^rnrient  first  adopted,  17 
map  of,  6 
names,  iT,  18 
number  oT",  4~ 
transportation 

bridge,  toll,  first 

constructed,  14 
ferry 

first  built,  £ 
railroc'.d 

charters  obtained,  39,  40 
construction,  early,  o3 
financing,  bond  issues 

for,  40 
first  estabTTshed,  40 
lack  of,  retards  in- 
dustrial grovth,  3 
mileage,  41 
road- 
districts 

first  established,  13 
supervisors 
first,  13 
duties  ,~Tr4 
first,  ii;provencnt  of,  9 
petitions  for  relocation,  14 
supenrision  of,  13,  14 
viewers,  appointment,  14n 
stagcconclj,  fir3t;,-9^ 
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Franklin  County  (continued) 
swan^)  land  sales,  use  of 

f\inds  from,  26n 
wild  game  in,  8 
French,  9 

Fritzel  prairie,  7 
Fulton  County,  41 
Fund 
See  also  Cash;  Fees;  Re- 
ceipts and  ex- 
penditures 
county 

appropriations,   3,   279 
by  county  board,    102 
claiia  register,   5 
county  clerk's   reports 

"of,  34,  94 
orders  on,  cancelled, 

13,  94 
receipts  and  dis- 
bursements record, 
278,  280 
treasurer's  account 

of,  278 
warrants  against,  stubs 
of,  11 
distributive,  291 

institute,  warrant 

stubs,  293 
pension 
blind,  71 
mothers ' 

administration,  71 
source,  146 
road,  state-aid,  orders 

on,  19,  308 
school 

distribution,  291,  295,  296 
management,  63 
non-hi^h,  receipts  and 
disbursements 

ledger,  292 
state's  attorney' a, cash 

receipts  for,  278,  230 
Furlov/,  George,  18 

Gallatin  County,  10 
Gambill,  A,  J.,  42 
Garrett,  Moses,  tavern  used 

as  first  courthouse,  11 
Garrison,  D.  U, ,   35 


Gas  leases,  99,  122 

General  Assembly,  13,  15 

George,  0.  A.,  15 

Giles,  Arthur,  18 

Gode  election  district,  17n 

Golconda,  13 

Goode  TownslTip,    8,   18 

Governmental  chart,  75 

Governmental  organization  of 

county,  47-74 
Grand  jury,  see  Jury 
Grantor-grantee  index,  97 
Greenwoods  family,  9 
Guard ian 
See  also  Conservator;  Estate; 
Probate  court 
accounts,  172,  175 
bonds,  172,  175,  178,  183 
fee  book,  205,  203 
inventory,  172,  175,  188,  190 
letters,  175,  178,  185 
oaths,  172,  175,  178,  183 
papers,  index  to,  174 
petitions,  172,  175,  173,  183 

for  sale  of  property,  175,  192,194 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  173,  183 
reports,  172,  175 

record,  196 
settlement  of  estates, 
record,  175,  198 
Gun  Prairie  Creek,  4 

Habeas  corpus,  writs  of,  212 

Eall,  John,  _8 

Hamilton  County,  4,  S5 

Hancock,  Reverend,  9 

Harris,  Ulis,  18 

Harrison,  Andrew,  13 

Harrison,  Isham,  9 

Harrison,  Lemuel  R,,  13,  15 

Harrison,  Samuel,  11 

Harrison,  General  Vifilliam 
Henry,  £ 

Hart,  1Y«  H.,  18,  42_ 

Hay,  Samuel,  11 

Kays,  Harry,  18 

Health 

board,  organization  of,  69 
certificates  in  application 
for  marriage,  70 
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Health  (continued) 
department,  state 
creation,  69 
function6,~^9,  7£ 
districts,  or/ranization 
of,  69 
taxes,  6^ 
Heirship 

affidavits  of,  172 
fund  account,  278 
High  schools,  see  School 
Hiphway,  see  Transportation 
Hobbs,  Clyde,  18_,  39n 
Hogan,  John  K.,  mem'ber  first 

board  of  supervisors,  18_ 
Holliday,  ^V.  P.,  42 
Homestead  Act  of  T562_,  1£ 
Hoover,  Herbert,  T5| 
Horse  prairie,  7 
Housing,  care,  and  accessi 
bility  of  records, 
76-ei_ 
Housing  projects,  establish- 
ment of,  148 
Hubbard,  Simon  K.,  22 
Hughes,  Geoffrey,  lF~ 
Humphreys,  CharlesT. ,  8_ 
Huntgate,  Chnrles,  Z9^ 
Hutson,  Chamberlain,  8_ 

Illinois  Central  Railroad,  1£ 
Illinois  Central  System,  40,  41 
Illinois  Commerce  Commission, 
appeals  from,  to  circuit 
court,  171 
Illinois  River,  41_ 
Illinois  State  Archives 

Euildinr,  74 
Illinois  State  HTTtorical 

Library,  7^ 
Illinois  State  University 

Library,    74 
Incorporation 
See  also  Corporation 
"articles   of,    P9[iii] 
index,    101 
of  villages,    petitions 
for,    94 [v] 
Index 

articles   of  incorporation,    101 
assignments   of  mortgage,    110 
birth,    60 
bond,    circuit  court,   248 


Index   (continued) 

chattel  mortgage,    114 

circuit  court  files  and 
records,    208,    211 

coroner's   papers,    265 

county  court 
files,  137 
records,    135 

death,    66 

deeds,    97 

divorce,    210 

estates,    173 

grantor-grantee,    97 

guardians',    174 

judgments,  209 

to  marginal  releases,    110 

marriage,    73 

to  miscellaneous  files,  134 

mortgagor-mortgagee,    109 

to  old  age  assistance  files,   314 

pla  intif f -de  fendant 
circuit   court,    208 

plat,    127 
mines,    130 

to  records   required  to  be 
kept,    131,    160 

to  transcripts,    222 
Indiana  territorial  legislature,   20 
Indians,    8,   £ 
Indictments 

origirial,    136,    212 

record,    214,    21G,    218 
Industrial  Conr.;ission  of  Illinois 

transcripts,   212,    221 
Ing,   Matthew,    16n 
Inheritance   tax 

docket,    163,    200 

papers,    94[iii] 
Inquests 

papers,    212,    266 

procedure,    59,    60,    60n,    190 

record,    191,    26T~ 
Insanity 

See  als  0  Conservator 
~^cEeT7  14  9,    150 

fees,    133,    205,    206 

jurisdiction   in,    144 

papers,    94,    139,   T77 

record,    138,    140 
Institute    fund,   management  of,    209 
Insolvency  records 

estate,    175,    199 
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Institute  fund 
account,  278 
funds,  see  Fund 
■warrant  stubs,  293 
Instructions  to  jury,  see  Jury- 
Instruments 

recorded,  register,  95 
required  to  be  kept,  65, 
151,  132 
Insurance  on  county  property 

policies,  32,  172 
Intention,  declaration  of, 

see  Naturalization 
Inventories 

administrators',  172,  175, 

187,  190 
conservators',  172,  175, 

188,  190 
of  estates,  172,  175,  176, 

187-190,  198,  199 
executors',  172,  175, 

187,  190 
guardians',  172,  175,  188,  190 
Isaacs,  James,  8 

Jackson,  Vfilliam,  8 
Jackson  County,  4,  10 
Jail,  county 
See  also  Prisoners 

custody  of,  68_,  187 

first  built,  11 

superintendent,  appoint- 
ment, 187 
Jefferson  County,  4,  13 
Jesse  Dimond  and  Co".,  38,  39 
Johnson  Brothers,  40 
Johnson,  Handonis,"T'9 
Johnson,  Noah,  12 
Johnson  County  13 
Jones,  NathanieT7  3 
Jones,  Rea  F.,  18 
Jones,  Silas,  2T~ 
Jordan  brothers^  8 
Jordan  Creek,  4  ~ 
Jordan's  Fort,  Francis,  8 
Jo\irnal,  see  Ledger     ~ 
Judges 

of  courts,  see  under  name  of 
specific  court 

of  election,  see  Election 
Judgment 

certificates  of  payment,  99[vii] 


Judgment  (continued) 
in  circuit  court,  212 
by  confession,  214,  219 
by  default 

docket,  214,  238 
record,  138,  143 
dockets 

circuit  court,  235,  237 
county  court,  152,  154 
executions  of,  136 
index,  209 
record,  48,  49 
register  of  costs  paid  on, 

161,  1G4 
sale,  redemption  and  for- 
feiture record,  48 
Judicial  circuits,  54,  56 
Judicial  system  in  county,  53-56 
Jurors,  see  Jury 
Jury 

certificates 

register,  10,  247,  282,  283 
stub  record,  12,  246 
coroner's,  191 
verdicts,  59 
instructions  to,  212 
lists,  1,  2,  94,  172 

kept  by  county  clerk,  103 
records,  keeping  of,  175 
register,  35 
venires,  212 
verdicts,  136 
warrants,  11 
Justice 

administration  of,  53-56 
of  the  peace 

appeals,  54,  56 
appointment",  BT 
bonds,  2,  88 

keeping  of,  115 
county  judge  as,  55 
dockets,  159 
early  duties,  20 
as  early  adminTFtrative 

officer,  48_,  98_ 
election  of,  population 

requirements,  56 
jurisdiction  of,  54, "TS 
probate,  55,  57,  TKQ 
transcripts',  2^0 
Supremo  Court,  required  to  hold 
circuit  court,  53,  54,  170 
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Subject  Index 


Juvenile 
See  also  Adoption;   Pension, 
mother's 
delinquency  and  de- 
pendency 
decrees  and  petitions, 

138,    165 
files,    165,    172 
jurisdiction  in,    144 
probation  officer,    see 
Probation 

Kaskaskia,    9_,    3£ 
King,    Baker,    8_ 
Kirkpatriok,    John,    30 
Kirkpatrick's    family,    9 
Kirkpatrick'e   Brid^^e,   T^ 
Knob  prairie,    7 

Land 

conveyances,    register,    96 

early  sale  of,  10 

grants,  94 [iv] 

leases,  99,  122 

school,    sale  of,    2,    293A 
legislation  concerning, 

63 
use    of~Tunds   from,    63_,    208 

swanp,   see  Swamp 

taxes    on,    see   Tax 
Land  Law  of  1820,    9 
Landon,   Alf,    19       "" 
LaSalle  County,    41 
Launis,    Reverend~Tohn,    9,   30 
Launis   settlement,    9       ~ 
Leases  ~" 

gas  and  oil,    99,    122 
Ledbetter's   Ferry,    13 
Ledger 

estate,    205,   206 

non-high  school  fund,  292 

probate,  207 

sheriff's,  264 


treasurer's 
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appropriation, 
Lee,    Ivan,    18 
Leiter,   JosepK,    42 
Levee,    see  Drainage;   Swamp 

land 
Levy 
See  also  Tax 
certificates   of,    sheriff's, 
115[i] 


Lewis,   Everett,    18 
License 
See  also  Certificate 
architects,    82 [i] 

register,   79 
dog,    register,   86 
ferry,    issuing   of,    115 
marriage,    72,    94 

applications   for,    70,    71 
issuing  of,    114 
power  to  grant,    100 
professional,    s^e  under  name 

of  profession 
tavern,    issuinf:  of,    115 
Liens 
See   also  l.'ortgages 
certificates   of  payment,    99[vii] 
on  pets,    93,    113 
mechanic's,    212 

docket,  230 
personal  property^  99[xii],  212 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  19 
Little  Muddy  River,  4,  7,  13_,  14 
Little  Wabash  River, "l^" 
Livestock 

stallion  certificates,  82[ii],  123 
renewals,  82 [ii],  124 
Lodges 

trustees'  election  certifi- 
cates, 99,  121 
Long  prairie,  7 
Lots,  see  Lands' 
Lunacy,"  see  Insanity 

McClellan,  19 

McClelland,  Samuel,  member  first 

board  of  supervisors,  18 
MoClintock,  Samuel,  14 
McClure,  William,  29 
McCreory  (McCrerryTT  John,  8,  17 
RicGlasson,  Everett,  18 
McKemie,  Thomas,  42  ~~ 
McLean,  John,  29 
McLeans  family, ~9 
Macedonia,  first  mill  built 

at,  36 
Macoupin  County,  41 
I'adison  County,  4T~ 
lAndamus  va-its,  T55 
I'andell,  Jam.es  D, ,  18 
Mansfield,  Thomas,  T5 
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Subj3ot  Index 


(l>i[ap-Nat) 


Maps 
See  also  Plats 
of  Illinois,    £ 
recordation   of,    66,    131 
school  district,*797 
Marion   (iTilliamson  County), 

14_,    40 
Markum  Creek,    4 

Karriage,    see   Vital   statistios 
fjSartin,   David,   irember  first 

board   of  supervisors,    18 
Martin,    George  A,,    29 
Master-in-'chancery 
bonds,    94 [ii] 
certificates 

redemption,    99[viii], 

115[ii] 
sale,    115[iv] 
deeds,   95,    9C[x],    105,    lisfvi] 
docket,    225,   227,    234 
reports,    99Lxiv],    115[vii],    245 
Mayor's   bonds,    2,    89 
Means,    Thomas  K.,    17_ 
Mechanic's   lien 
docket,    230 
files,    212 
Melton,   Edo,    35 
Methodists,    30 
Middle  Farra,~T6 
Middle   Fork  River,    4_ 
Midyett,    J.   R.,   35_ 
Militia 
See  also  Soldiers 
roll  record,    84 
Mine  'Vorkers  Union,   44 
Minors,    see   Guardian;   Juvenilo 
Minutes 
See  also  Proceeding's 
boa rd  of  auditors,    33 
township  trustees,    99[xv] 
Mississippi  River,    8_,    13_,    1_4,    41_ 
Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,    40 
l.Iitchell,    Jesse   G.,   member   first 

board  of  supervisors,    18 
Koberly,    Isaac,    8 
Montgomery  County,   41 
Mooneyham,    Thomas   J.,    16,    16n 
Moore,    C,    42 
wloore,   D.    S.   C,    18 
Mortpages 
See  also   Conveyances;   Liens 
chattel 

docket,    159 


Mortgages 

chattel    (continued) 
extensions,    99[ix] 
index,    114 
record,    98,    113 
recording  of,    151 
uncalled   for,    94 [iv] 
real  estate 

assignmeiits   of,    98,    108 

index  to  (108),  110 
index,  109 
record,  98,  108 
releases.  111 

marginal,    98,    lOS 
index  to   (108),    110 
Mortgagor-mortgagee   index,    109 
Mosquito  abatement  districts, 

organization   of,    70 
Mothers'    pension,    see   Pension 
Motor   fuel  tax   fund 
accounts,    309 [iv] 
allotment 
record,   311 
register,    288 
expenditures,    SOS 
orders   on,   stubs,   17 
vvarrant  register,    8,   285,  312 
cancelled,    282,    286 
Moulding,    Richard,    11 
Mt.  Etna  Methodist  SHurch,    9_ 
Mt.   Pleasant  Baptist  Church,    8 
Mount  Vernon,    13 
Mulkey,    Caleb,    F,,   member  first  board 

of  supervisors,    16n,    18_ 
iiiulkey   family,    9,    30 
Mulkeytown,    30 

Murphy,   VfillifTm  J.,    member   first 
board  of  supervisors,    18 

Names   of  farms,   register,    120 
Nashville    (Tennessee),    30 
Naturalization 

certificates    (final  papers) 
circuit  court,    256 
county  court,    138,    170 
declaration  of   intention 
circuit  court,    255 
county  court,    94,    169 
docket,    149 

jurisdiction  over,    53_,    56 
oaths 

circuit   court,    256 
county  court,    138,    170 


(Nat-Ove) 
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Subject  Indez 


Naturalization   (continued) 
petitions 

circuit  court,   256 
cour.ty  court,    138,    170 
records   required  to  be 
kept,    149,    175 
Neal,    Aaron,    8 
Neal,   Moses,   5",    16n 
Negro   slaves,    11 
Negroes   in  oourrEy,   number 

of,    11 
Nicholson, "Clyde,    18_ 
Nominations,    see  Election 
Non-high  school,    see  School 
Northern  precinct,    16n 
Northern  Tovmship,   8,   l7,    18 
Notary  public 

bonds  and  coram! sb ions 
records  kept  by  county 
clerk,  lis 
Notices 

estray,  85 
publication,  213 
tax  sale,  49,  51,  53,  55 
to  sell  estate  property,  172 
Murse 

burial  record,  59 
certificate  register,  81 

Oaths 

cltizenshi",    see  Ncturo.lizction 
of   count;/   officors,    see 

Officers,    county 
enteted  by  cotmty  clerk,   115 
kept  by  circuit  clork,    174 
^f  probc.te  appointees,    see 

un*or  title  of  appointee 
Objections  to   trjQps,    see  Tax 
Officers 
county 

accounts,    examination 

of,   102 
bonds,  2,    giUii],    99Civ] 
register,    76. 

reports,   1,    2,    94[vii],    172 
lodge,    election  certifi- 
cates,   99,    121 
probation,    sec  Probation 
school 

rogistcr,    305 
reports,   303 
townslii'p 

registor,    76 
resolutions,   29 


Officers    (continued) 

location  and  description 
of,    79,   84_-86, 
88,    bW 
Officials,    see^Cf fleers 
Ohio  River, TT,    14 
Ohio  River,   Alton,   and  Benton 

Railroad  Company,    39 
Oil   leases,    99,    122 
Old  age  assistance 
See  also  Pensions;    Public  vrel- 
Tare;   Relief 
administration  of,    71_,    219 
Old  Ben  Coal  Corporation,   43 
Omelvery,    Samuel,    11 
Optometry  register,   80 
Orders 

bounty,  21 
county 
See  also  Warrants 
approved  by  county  board, 

19,   308 
cancelled,    13,    94 
register  of 

coxAnty  clerk's,    9,    10 

keeping  of,    103,    116 
treasurer's,    282','  284 
against  motor   fuel   tax  fund, 

Stubs,    17 
against  road   fund,   308 
register,    282,    287 
court 
See  also  Decree 
■"cKancery,    212,    215,    217 
common  lav.-,    136,    138,    212, 

214,  217 
criminal,  136,  145,  212, 

214,    216,    217 
in  feeble-mrided  cases,    149, 

150,    156 
inheritance  tax,    94[iii) 
in  insanity  oases,    138,    140, 

149,"  150 
for   local   improvements,    141 
in  mothers'   pension  cages,    167 
probate,    175 
Organization 

drainage  districts,    69 
election  precincts,  7~ 
mosquito  abatement  districts,    70 
road  districts,    2 
of  villages,    99[xv] 
Osteopaths'   register,    78 
Overseer  of  the  poor,    see  Poor 


Subject  Index 
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(Par-Pie) 


Parenteau,  M.  E.,  £2 
Parker,  19_ 

Parrish,  Braxton,  _9,  15_,  3£ 
Parrish,  Vfilliam  K.,  40 
Pascol,  John,  courthouse 

contract  av/arded  to,  15 
Patent  record,  83 
Pauper  aid 
See  also  Poor;  Relief 
accounts ,  24 
warrants,  18 
Payrolls 

high^wy,  308 
Peace  bonds,  212,  249 
Fearce,  Charles,  18 
Pensions 
See  also  Old  ajre  assistance; 
Public  welfare;  Relief 
blind 

applications,  22 
examinations,  22,  23 
fund,  n 

warrants,  11,  16 
mothers ' 
See  also  Juvenile 
"accounts,  278,  280 
applications,  145 
fund,  source,  146 
order  register,  232,  284 
payment  register,  7 
probation  officer,  see. 

Probation 
record,  167 
old  age,  applications,  313 
warrants,  11,  14 
People's  cases,  see  Criminal 
under  Circuit  court. 
County  court 
Peoria  County,  41 
Perry,  Henry  Y7.7~l2 
Perry,  Yfilliam  B., 
Porry  County,  4,  13" 
Personal  propcFty 

assessments  of,  see  Tax 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Petit  jury,  soe  Jury 
Petitions 

for  adoption,  138,  165, 

16G,  172 
for  appointments  in  pro- 
bate, see  under 

title  of  appointee 


Petitions  (continued) 

for  attachment  of  property,  212 
for  citizenship,  see  Natural- 
ization 
to  county  board  of  supervisors, 
1,  94,  172 
resolutions  on,  2 
to  county  court,  136,  141 
in  drainap-o  proceedin.ts,  69 
in  estate  cases,  172 
for  incorporation  of  villages, 

94 [v 3,  142 
in  insanity  cases,  94,  139,  172 
for  orf.anization 

mosquito  abatement  districts, 
70 
for  sale 

of  real  estate,  175,  192,  193 
Phillips,  Fred,  3_R 
Phillips,  Jacob,  3 

first  mill  built  by,  36 


Phillips,  J.  R. 


18 


Phillips,    Peter,   laember   first 
board   of   supervisors,    18 
Physicians 

certificates    (licenses),    77 
register,    78 
Pickard,    Lloyd,    35 
Piclcneyville    (Perry  County),    13_ 
Pla infield  election  district,    17n 
Plaintiff-defendant   index 
circuit  court,    208 

keeping  of,  175 
county  court,  135 
keeping  of,  149 
Plans 

for  county  poor  farm, 
for  roads,  303,  310 
for  street  improvement, 
Plats 
Sec  also  Kaps 


126 


25 


27 


tooks 

surveys,    132 

city,    toTvTi,   vi 

11a 

- 

index,    127 

mines,    129 

recordirig  of, 
road,    131 

oo 

school,    59,    94 

Ivi 

J 

surveyors',  98,  126 
Pleas  in  circuit  court,  212 


(Pol-P\ab) 


-  290 


Subject  Index 


Police  mflgistrates 
bonds,    2,   88 
docket,    160 
transcripts,    220,    223 
Poll  books,    see  Election 
Pond  Creok,   £ 
Poor 
See  also  County  hom.e;   Pauper; 
Public  welfare;   P.elief 
care   of,    5£,    101,    102 
Poorhouse,    county  enpov.'ered 

to  build,    101 
Posoy  County  (Indiana),   £9 
Povrcll,   Sdv.-ard,    18_ 
Powers   of  attorney,    99[xiii] 
Pre-emption  Act  of  1841,    10 
Primary  elections,    see  Election 
Prisoners,    county 
See  also  Jail 

"dTscliaTre   of,    see  Parole; 
Probation 
register,    263 
keep  in;-  of,    168 
Private  sale,    see  Sale 
Probate 

accounts,  172,  175,  207 
appeals  to  circuit  court,  170 
court 
See  also  Administrator;  Con- 
servator;  Estate;  Ex- 
ecutor; Guardian; 
Wills 
clerk 

county  clerk  ex  officio, 

57,  160 
du  t  ie  s"^  ISU' 

records   kept  by,    172-207 
dockets  "^^ 

claim,    202 

conservators',    200,    204 
estate,    200,    203,    204 
general,    200,    201 
guardians',    200,    204 
judge's,    200 
establishment,    56,    158 
fee   books    (court  costs), 

205,    206 
files,    172 
judp;e 

appointment,    55_ 

county  judge  ex  officio, 

143 
records   kept  by,    legis- 
lation concerning, 
73 


Probate 

court  (continued) 

jurisdiction  and  functions 

of,  158-161 
records,  175 
estate,  176 

assignment  of,  144,  17G 
required  to  be  kept,  160 
jurisdiction 

in  circuit  court,  143 
in  county  commissioners' 

court,  55 
in  county  couTE',  55,  143 
justices  of  the  peace,  55,  156 
Probation 
officers 
adult 

appointment,  bond  and  com- 
pensation, 172,  173 
duties  and  powers,  145,  173^ 
juvenile,  appointment  and  com- 
pensation, 144 
functions,  144,  145 
mothers'  pension 
appointment,  145 
duties  and  powers  of,  145,  146 
record 

circuit  court,  214,  21G,  217 
county  court,  145 
Proceedings 
See  also  Minutes 
board  of  review,  270,  271 
coroner's  inquest,  212,  266 
county  board  of  supervisors, 

record  of,  2 
of  courts 
See  also  Records  under  name  of 
specific  court 
required  to  be  kept,  148,  160,  174 
Process  docket,  sheriff's,  261 
Progressive  Mine  "iVorkers  of 

America,  44 
Proof 

of  death,  176,  177 
of  heirship,  affidavits,  172 
of  vdll,  99,  118 
Public  Health,  State  Department 

of,  powers,  65,  68-70,  113,  114 
Public  sale,  see  SaTe 
Public  welfare 
See  also  County  home;  Feeble -minded; 
Juvenile;  Pensions;  Poor; 
Relief 
administration  of,  71 
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Subject   Index 


(Pub-Red) 


Public  r;elfare  (continued) 
commission,  succeeded  by 

department  of  pviblic 
welfare,  813 
county  department  of 
establishment  and 

composition,  213 
function,  210,  219_ 
office,  06 

records  kept  by,  313,  314 
old  age  assistance,  see 
Old  age 
relation  to  sta,te  welfare 
department,  310 
county  superintendent  of 
apr.'Ointed  by  county  boa.rd, 

218 
duties  and  powers,  TJl'    213 
state  de-partment,  relation  to 

county  department,  218 
succeeds  count''  commission  of 
public  welfare,  210 
Public  Works  and  Buildings, 

dep.r.rtment  of,  succefiding 

State  Highway  Depart- 
ment, 67 
Publication  notices,  213 
Puedent,  Eugene,  10 
Pup  i 1 s 

examination  register,  302 
Purchase 

certificf-tes,  50,  52,  94Liv} 
for  swamp  lands,  issued 

by  drainage  commis- 
sioners, 58 
o  rde  r  s ,  hi  ghway ,  309  Lv  J 

Quitclaim  deuds,  98,  102 

Railroad,  see  Transnortation 

also  under  name  of  specific 
railroad 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Rawlings  Prairie,  7,  12n 
Rea,  Franklin  L.,  member  first 
board  of  supervisors,  18_ 
Rea,  J.  Palmer,  18 
j^ea,  Wilson,  16 
Rea' s  property,  12 
^eal  estate,  see  Estate;  Land 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
deeds,  see  Deeds 
estates,  see  Esta>te 


Real  estate  (continued) 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Receipts 

attorneys' ,  for  court  papers,  260 
tax,  see  Tax 
Receipts  and  expend! tvires 
See  also  Cash;  Fees;  Fund 
auditor's  reports,  33 
circuit  clerk's 
journal,  257 
register,  258 
county  clerk' s 
register,  92 
reports  of,  34,  94 
non-high  school  fund,  2C2 
recorder's  register,  133,  258 
trea.surer'  s 

accounts  of,  278 
reports  of,  278,  290 
Receivers'  bonds,  212,  249,  251 
Recognizpjice 

bonds,  136,  212,  249 
records 

circuit  court,  216,  25'4 
county  court,  145,  146 
Recorder 

appointed  by  G-cvcrnor,  65,  130 
bond,  130 

circuit  clerk  ex  officio,  65,  130 
documents  uncalled  for,  94Liv] 
duties  and  powers  of,  66 
election,  65,  150 
fee  book,  257 
miscellaneous  record,  99 

index,  100 
office,  82 

establishment,  _55,  130 
term,  130 
population  requirements,  _66,  150 
receipts  ai>d  e3q)enditures 

register,  133,  258 
records  kept  by,  95-133 
roster,  256 
Records 

destroyed  by  fire,  11_,  15 
housing,  care,  and  accessi- 
bility of,  76-81 
Redemption 
certificates 

master's,  99[viiiJ,  llfLii] 
sheriff's,  115LiiiJ 


(Red-Sch) 
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Subject  Index 


Redemption  (continued) 
master's  reports  of,  245 
records,  48,  53 
register,  56 
Reed,  John,  12 
Registrars  of  births  and 

deaths,  see  Town  clerk 
Release 
index,  110 
mortgage,  93,  111 
inarginc-J,  98,  108 
Relief 
See  also  Couaity  hone;  Feeble- 
ninded;  Insaiiity;  Ju- 
venile; Old  age  assist- 
ance; Pauper;  Poor; 
Public  welfare 
blind 

applications,  94[i] 
emergency  program,  county' s 
part  in,  21,  21n 
work  files,  C.W.A. , 
P.W.A. ,  308 
pauper 

warrants,  11 
unemployment,  see 

Emergency  above 
work,  see  Emergency  above 
Relinquishnent,  widow's,  see 

Widow 
Reporters,  court»  appoint- 
ment, 172 
Resolutions 

county  board  of  super- 
visors' ,  1,  2,  94,  172 
township  officials,  29 
Returns 

inheritance  tax,  94[iii] 
tax,  see  Tax 
Review,  board  of 
clerk 

appointment,  52,  199 
county  clerk  ex- 
officio,  52 
complaint  docket,  270 
duties  a^id  Dowera  of,  52, 

198.  199 
establishment  and  com- 
position, 52,  199 
members,  appointment,  52,  199 
proceedings,  270,  Z?l 
Road,  see  Transportation 
tax,  see  Tax 


Rock  Island  County,  41 
Roll  calls,  county  board,  1, 

94,  172 
Roosevelt,  F.  D.,  19 
Roosevelt,  Theodore,  19 
Rural  schools,  see  Schools 
Russell,  Levi,  13 

St.  Clair  County,  40,  41 
St.  Elmo  (Fayette  County) ,  40 
St.  Louis  (Missouri),  4,  9,  35 
Sale 
bills 

estate,  172 
recording  of,  131 
sheriff's,  99[vT" 
certificates  of 
master's,  115[iv] 
sheriff's,  115[vl 
uncalled  for,  94Liv] 
of  estate  property. 

personal,  175,  190,  195 

notices  and  reports,  172 
real 

bonds  aind  decrees,  175,  192 
notices,  172 
petitions,  175,  192,  193 
master'  s  reports  of,  99[xiv], 

115Cvii],  245 
of  school. lands,  2,  293A 
legislation  concerning,  63 
use  of  funds  from,  63,  203 
of  swanp  laiids,  147 

use  of  funds  from,  68 
tax,  see  Delinquent  under  Tax 
Saline  County,  4,  40,  41 
Saline  Creek,  11 
Saline  River,  4 
Sangamon  County,  41 
Scarborough,  Bennett,  16 
Schedules,  tax,  see  Tax 
Schmitt,  Walter,  18 
School 

bond  issues 
register,  30 
resolutions  for,  29 
buildings,  inspection  of, 

65,  68 
claims  for  state-aid,  294 

record,    295 
commissioner 

as  ac';ent  for  sale  of  school 
lands,    63,    208 
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Subject  Index 


(Sch-She) 


School 

commissionar  (ccntinued) 
appointment,  308 
creation,  63 
duties  and  powers,  208 
elGction,  54,  208 
ex  officio,  r.uperintcn- 

dont  of  schools,  64,  208 
reports  to  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  208 
roster,  261,  262 
term  of  office,  208 
county  superintendent  of 
accounts  of  fund  distri- 

"butions,  291 
"bonds,  94[ii3 
creation  of  office,  64 
distribution  records,  291, 

295,  296 
duties  r.nd  powers,  64,  _65 

_68,  203,  209 
election,  64,  64n,  208 
ledger,  non-high  school, 

292 
office 

location,  8^ 
term,  208 
records  kept  by,  291-307 
legislation  concern- 
ing, 73 
reports 

to  co\inty  board,  64 
to  state,  65,  208,  304 
teachers' ,  lo,  oOS 
trustees' ,  to,  303 
roster,  251,  262 
school  commissioner  early 
ex  officio,  64,  808 
districts 

establishment,  legis- 
lation concerning,  63 
maps,  297 
plats,  94[vi] 
election,  appointments,  306 
examinations,  see  Pupils; 

Teachers 
first  in  county,  9 
funds,  county  treasurer's 
accounts,  278 
institute,  management  of,  209 
management ,  63 


School  (continued) 
institute 
fund 

treasurer's  accounts,   278 
warrant  stubs,    293 
Ipjids 

control  of,    101 
sale   of,    2,    293A 

legislation  concerning,    63 
use   of  funds  from,    63,    208 
maps,    297 
non-high 
fxrnds 

superintendent's  ledger,    292 


s  accounts,    278 
of,    306 


trea!!urer 

record,  302 
officers,  register 
plats,  94LviJ 

record,  59 
pupils,  see  Pupils 
state  aid  for,  claims, 
state's  inspection  of, 
supervision,  63-65,  68, 
tax,  see  Tax 

see  Tee.chers 


294,  295 
55,  68 
208 


teachers, 

treasure rs"*  Ttownship) 

bonds,  117,  307 
trustees'  reports,  303 
Schrade,  t'irs.  ,  42 
Selection,  widows' ,  see  Widow 
Sossor  sevrer  construction 

plans,  26 
Settlement,  tax,  see  Tax 
Sewer  construction  plans,  26 
Shawnee  Indians,  8 
Shawnee  town,  9,  36 
Shawnee town-Kaskaskia  road,  9, 

11,  14 
She  op 

cln.imc,  94[viii] 
docket,  6. 
Sheriff 

bills  of  sale,  99 [v] 
bonds,  94LiiJ,  187 
cash  book,  254 
certif  iC'-^.tcs 

cf  levy,  115Li] 
of  R-Jo,  115[v] 
of  redemption,  115[iii] 
custodipji  of  courthouse  ?j^d 
jail,  68,  187 
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Subject  Index 


Sheriff  (continued) 

deputy,  appointment  and 

condensation,  57,  187 
duties  and  powers  of,  57,  58, 

60,  187,  188 
election,  57 
execution  docket,  262 
ex  officio  county  collector, 

52 
fees,  ^1,  262 
office 

location,  88 
term  of,  187 
process  docket,  231 
records  kept  by,  261-284 
register  of  prisoners,  2G3 
roster,  257,  258 
Simi.ions,  Holland,  18 
Six  Mile  election  district,  17n 
Six  lale  prairie,  7 
Six  L'ile  prairie  Township,  17,  13 
Six  iJ-le  Tovmship^  8,  _18.,  42_ 
Smith,  Alfred  E.\   1^ 
Smith,  Benjamin,  2T" 
Smith,  Curtis  E-^"!^ 
Soldiers 
See  also  Ililitia 
burial  record^  69 
dischar'je  records,  119 
recording  of,  lo2 
Southern  Baptists,  30 
Southern  Railroad  Company,  39 
Sparrov/  bounty  orders,  21 
Spears,  Henry,  35 
Special  assessments,  see 

Assessments  under  Tax 
Special  elections,  see  Election 
Spring  Settlement,  8 
Spring  Settlement  pFecinct,  16n 
Springfield,  4 
Stallion 

certificates,  82[ii],  123 
renewal  of,  82 [ii],  124 
State  aid 

highway  plans,  310 
for  roads 

cancelled  warrants  regis- 
ter, 282,  287 
fund,  orders  on,  19,  300 
for  schools,  claims,  294 
record,  295 
State  Department  of  Public 

Health  jurisdiction,  35, 

G8-71,    115,    llii   209 


State  Department  of  Public 

V/elfare,   218 
State  Highv/ay  Department 

succeeded  by  Department 

of  Public  Works  and 
Buildings,  67 
State  Housing  Board,  148 
State  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  see  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public 
Instruction 
State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction 
power  of,  in  supervision  of 

schools,  68 
school  superintendent's  reports 
to,  55,  200,  304 
State  Tax  Commission,  113 
State  University  Librarj'',  74 
State's  attorney 

appointment  and  election, 

59,  195 
bonds, 1T4  [Try,  193 
cor.'pensation,  l'J3 
duties  and  powers  of,  58, 

193,  194 
fund,  cash  roceints  for,  273, 

230 
office,  82 
reports, ~Tl4 
roster,  359,  230 
Stillbirths,  see  Vital  statistics 
Stotler,  Harry,  39 
Street  ImprovomerTE"  plans,  23,  27 
Subpoenas 

county  court,  136 
Sugar  Can^  Creek,  4 
Sullivan,  Alex,  9 
Sullivan,  Edv.'ard,  9 
Summers,  Levi,  9 
Summers,  Thomas7  9 
Siunmonsos 

circuit  court,  212,  213 
county  court,  136 
Sup  erintcndcnt 

county  homo  and  farm,  see 

County  homo 
of  highways,  soo  Highway 

vindor  Transportation 
of  public  welfare,  couiity,  see 

Public  welfare 
of  schools,  county,  see  School 
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(Sup* Tax) 


Supeirvisors  of  assessments 
(County  assessor) 
bonds,  197 
books  (lists  of  taxable 

property) ,  38 
duties  and  poT7ers  of, 

51,  52,  195 
treasurer  ex  officio, 
51,  197 
Supervisors 

county  board  of,  see 
County  board 
Supreme  Court 

judges,  election  for,  171 
justices  required  to  hold 
circuit  court,  53, 

54-  122 
Surveyor 

county 

appointment  and  election, 

56,  217 
duties  and  powers  of, 

66,  68,  217 
oaths,  217 
office 

establishment,  217 
term,  217 
record,  98,  128 

kept  by,  73,  217 
roster,  262,  263 
Surve  ys 

government,  plats,  132 
Swamp  lands 
Sea  also  Drainage 
legislation  concerning,  68 
sale 

record,  147 
use  of  funds  from,  58 
Swoetin,  G-ilbert  G. ,  member 
first  board  of  super- 
visors, 18^ 
Swimming  pools,  control  of,  70 
SvTofford,  John  W. ,  8,  12 

Tavern 

control  of,  69 
keeper,  bonds,  22n 
licenses 
fees,  22n 
issuing  of,  115 


Tax 

abatement 

lists,  47,  48 
record,  275 
assessments 

abstract  of,  41 

county  clerk's  statements, 

41,  42 
special 
drainage 

record,  142 
rolls,  142 
for  local  improvements, 
petitions,  141 
assessor's  books  (lists  of 

taxable  property),  38,  40 
back  tax  record,  45 
certificates  of  rates  and 

levies,  36,  94 
collections 
accounts,  273 
procedure,  112,  113 
collector' s 
accoi-uits,  273 
books  (lists  of  taxable 

property),  44 
settlement  record,  274,  278 
complaint 
docket,  270 

method  of  handling,  112, 
198,  199 
deeds,  98,  104 

affidavits  for,  49,  53,  54, 
55,  94 
delinquent 

forfeiture  for,  48,  53 

statements,  277 
judgment,  48,  49 

sale,  redemption,  and 

forfeiture  record,  48 
list,  46 
redemption 

certificates,  276 
record,  48,  53 
register,  56 
sale  for,  48,  53 
lists,  58 

notices,    49,    51,    53,    55 
docket  of  rates  ssii  aunounts 

wanted,   37 
dog,    38,    40,    44,    86 


(Tax-Tra) 
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Subject  Index 


Tax  (continued) 

federal,  lien,  seo  Lien 
inheritance,  see  Inheritance 
levies,  1,  2,"^,  172 
petitions,  142 
statements,  41 
lists,  exemption,  43 
motor  fuel,  soo  Motor  fuel 
pover  to  im;^:ose  and  regu- 
late, 100 
public  health,  £9 
purchase  certificates,  50 » 

52,  94 
railroad 

books  (lists  of  taxable 
property),  39 
receipts 

collector's  duplicate,  272 
duplicate,  57 
record  of  back  taxes,  45 
schedules 

railroad,  94,  268 
telegraph  and  telephone, 
^69 
telegraph  and  telephone 

book  (lists  of  tax- 
able property),  39 
Taxation  procedure,  112,  115 
Taylor,  Korrin,  _8 
Taylor,  R,  B,,  _18 
Taylor  Creek^  4 
Teachers 

certificates,  record,  299 
employaient 
record,  301 
register,  300,  301 
permanent  record,  298 
reports,  305 
Telegraph  and  telephone  tax 

book,  soo  Tax 
The  "Stuj'vesant",  39 
Thompson,  Professor,  41. 
Thompsonville,  _8,  _38 
Tins  leys  fainily7  _9 
Town 

board,  power  of,  to  revise 

assessments,  51 
clerk,  as  local  re"grstrar 
accounts,  93,  28C 
duties  and  functions,  70,  71 
Townmount  prairie,  T_,   J6 
Townmoiint  Township,  18 


Township 

assessors,  396  Assessor 

collectors,  see  Collector 

fornation,  252 

funds ,  see  Fund 

officers,  see  Officers 

plan  of  government,  48,  99,  252 

supervisors 

assistants,  99 
term  of  offi'ce,  99 
treasurers,  see  Treasurer 
Transcripts 

circuit  court,  212,  220,  221, 

223,  224 
county  court,  135,  138 
justice  of  the  peace,  220 

required  to  be  kept,  149.  175 
police  magistrates,  220,  223 
Transportation 
bridge 

appropriations,  50,  102,  103 
authority  over,  ^,  100,  102, 
213,  214 


construction,  13 
maintenance,  iT" 
supervision,  "I^ 
canals,  authority  over,  100 
ferry  licenses,  issuing  of,  115 
hir^hway 

bids  and  contracts,  308 
commissioners 

board,  establishment,  67_ 
duties,  67_,  213 
election,  21? 
as  ex  officio  drainage 
commissioners,  68 
construction  accounts,  309[ii] 
county  superintendent 
account  book,  309 
appointed  by  county  board, 

67,  214 
bond,  9Tfii~] 
compensation,  67,  214 
duties  and  powers,  67,  214 
office 

creation  of,  67,  214 
term  of,  67,  714 
records  reqlHred  to  be 
kept,  214,  215 
fund,  see  Fund 
labor  costs,  309[iii] 
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(Tra-Uni) 


Transportation 

highvmy  (continued) 
motor  fuel  tax,  see 

Motor  fuel 
overseer,  62»  213 
payrolls,  308 
plans,  508 

purchase  orders,  509[v] 
state-aid,  fund,  cash 

received  for,  278, 
280 
state  supervision  of, 

67,  214 
warrants,  sea  Vlarrant 
railroad 

bond  re£:ister,  31,  125 
taxes,  see  Tax 
road     ""^ 

appropriations  for,  102 
authority  over,  _67,  'I'OO, 

102,  2_13,  214 
bond  issues,  rcj^ister,  28 
construction,  13 
districts     """ 

establishment,  66,  213 
organization,  2 
supervisors,  13 

appointment,  66,  213 
duties,  14 
first  in  county,  9 
fund  "~ 

state-aid,  orders  »n,  308 
maintenance,  13 
plats,  131 
state-aid 

cancelled  order 

register,  282,  287 
plans,  310 
supervision,  13 
tax,  see  Tax 
turnpike ,  authority 

over,  100 
viewers,  first,  13 
stagecoach,  first  in 
county,  9 
Treasurer 
county 
accounts 

with  county  funds,  278 
with  registrars,  289 
appointment,  50 
appropriation~Tod£or,  279 


Treasurer 

county  (continued) 

bonds,  94[iil,  204 
canoslled  state-aid  road 
warrants,  register, 
282,  287 
cash  receipts,  record,  278, 

280,  281 
duties  and  powers  of,  50,  204 
election,  204 
ex  officio 

county  collector,  52,  200 
supervisor  of  assessments,  51 
motor  fuel  tax 

allotment  register,  288 
■warrant  register,  282 
285,  286 
office,  _79,  85 

term,  204 
records  kept  by,  204,  278-290 
register  of  cancelled  county 

orders,  282-284 
reports,  278,  290 
roster,  260,  261 
township  (scKool) 
bonds,  117,  307 
reports,  303 
Tressa,  Loiiis,  ,18 
Truancy,  see  Juvenile;  Probation 
True  bills,  see  Indictment 
Trustees 

lodge,  certificates 

election,  99,  121 
school 

appointment,  63,  64n 
duties,  63,  54 
61ection,  64 
reports,  63,  303 
supervision  of  education,  65 
township,  minutes  of  meetings, 
99[xvl 
Tucker,  Joseph,  courthouse 

contract  av/arded  to,   15_ 
Tyrone  Township,  _S,    17,    18,   30 

Unemploym.ent  relief,  see 

Emergency  under  Kelief 

Union  County,  10 

University  of  TTlinois,  _29,  _36 

University  of  Illinois 

Agricultural  Experimental 
Station,  36 


(Val-V.'it) 
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Subjoct  In^ex 


Valier  Coal   Company,    43 
Valuation  of  property,    see   Tax 
Vandal  ia,    13_ 
Vauo-hn,    S.   By  ford,,    18_ 
Venires,    see   Jury 
Vermillion  County,    41_ 
Veterans,    see  Soldiers 
rslief  cormnission,    see 
Public  vrelfara; 
Relief 
Veterinarians 

certificates   (liaenses), 
77,   82[iii] 
Villases 

Benton,    orp;aniiation,    99[xv] 
Detitions   to  incorporate, 
94[v],   142 
Vital  statistics 
births 
See  also  Accounts 
CertTfTcates,    61,    62 
index,    60 
record,    53 

reporting   of,    70,    113^,    114 
deaths 
See   also  Accounts 
certTfTca  t.e  s ,    31 ,    64: 
coroner's   record   of, 

65,    68 
index,    63 
recor.',    65 

reporting:  of,  70,  113,  114 
•narriaf-e 

certificates,  75 
index,  73 
licenses,  72,  94 
apnlications  for 
notices  of,  70 
record,  71 
recording  of,  70,  71_ 
register,  74 
recistration  procedure, 
113,  114 
stillbirth 

certificates,  61,  64 
record,  67 
Votes,  see  Election 
Vouchors 
Sfce  also  Orders;  county) 
Warrants 

Wabash  Pivjr,  8 


Walker,  John  A,,  member  first 

board  of  supei-visou,   18 
Ward,    Isaac,  member  first  board 

of  supervisors,  _1B 
Wark,  Robert,  35 
Ti'ar  rants 

£s^   alae  Orders,  county, 
for  arrest,  136 

blind  pension,  stub  record,  16 
county 

stubs,  11 
death  report,  20 
highway 

register  of,  8 
mothers'  pension,  stubs,  14 
motor  fuel  tax 

cancelled,  282,  286 
register,  205,  312 
pauper  relief,  stubs,  18 
Warranty  deeds,  98,  103 
Washburn,  Professor  John,  29 
Washington  County,  10 
Wobb,  E,  A,,  18 
Webb,  Eli,  8 
Wobb,  H,  H.,  35 
T/obb,  Lazarus,  8 
Webb's  prairie ,""7 
West  End,  40    " 
West  Franl3^rt,  38,  42,  43 

street  improvement  plsms,  27 
'.^ite  County,  10 
Widov/3 

awards,  175,  198 
relinquishment  and  selection, 
175,  191 
Wilcox's  Ferry  (Johnson  County), 

11 
Will  County,  41 

Williams,  Waller  W,,  42 

Williamson  County,  4,n[0,  _12, 

14,  40,  41,  4? 

Willkie, Wendell,  l"5~ 

Wills 

See  alse  Administrator j  Estate j 

Scecutor »  Probate  court 

annexed,  see  Administrator 

foreign,  99(xvi] 

nuncupative,  172 

record,  99,  118,  177 

Witness 

affidavits,  136,  171,  212,  247,  258 

foes,  register,  92 
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Work  relief,   see  Emergency 
under  Relief 

Workhouse,   county  erapovvered 
to  build,  _68 

Workingman's  Institute  of 
Franklin  County,  29 

Works  Projects  Admini- 
stration, 21 


Writs 

habeas  corpus,  212 
mandamus,  155 

Yost,  Henry,  _8 

Zeigler,  42 
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1938 
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